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INTRODUCTION. 



The General Confereace of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, at its session in Columbus, Georgia, May, 
1854, requested Bishop Paine to write the biography of 
Bishop McKendrce. The Conference was happy in its 
selection of a biographer of the venerable Bishop. Dr. 
Paine was for many years intimately associated with Bishop 
McKcndree; he traveled thousands of miles with him; 
frequently heard him preach ; assisted him in the prepara- 
tion of his addresses to the General and Annual Confer- 
ences, and othSr important papers; he was familiar with ail 
his views of the constitution and polity of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and gave them his cordial indorsement ; 
he was, though comparatively young, the particular, confi- 
dential friend of the Bishop, and entertained for him the 
most devoted affection and veneration ; and he still cher- 
ishes for his memory, as a son in the gospel, the most pro- 
found regard. He was thus eminently qualified to write 
his. biography. 

Bishop Paine was a member of every General Confer- 
ence from 1824 to 1844, at which session the Church was 
provisionally divided. Ho was consequently acquainted 
(6) 
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6 INTEODUCTION. 

■witli the leading men of the Ohurcli who were associatefl 
with Bishop McKendree, and whose characters are appro- 
priately and impartially sketched in these volumes. In 
this work, indeed, will be found a histoiy of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church down to the time of the death of Bishop 
McKendree, aa he was identified with its principal move- 
ments from the b^inning. 

Bishop Paine has wisely allowed Bishop McKendree to 
be, to a very great extent, his own biographer — having 
made great use of his Biary, Journals, and other MSS. 
These extracts exhibit the devotion and zeal of Bishop 
McKendoee and his associates — the work is thus of immease 
value to their successors in the ministry, who, it is hoped, 
by its perusal, will be stimulated to reproduce the self- 
sacrificing spirit and labors of those holy men. 

ThOS. 0. SuMMERa 
Nashvjllo. lean., Aug. 1, 1869. 
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PREFACE. 



Bishop McKendsee was the first native American 
Bishop of the Methodiat Episcopal Church. He served it 
long, faithfiilly, and efficiently. His ministerial life began 
with tie early history of the Church, extended through the 
period of its greatest trials, and closed after its perfect 
development as a great ecclesiastical organization. The 
time when ho ceased "at once to work and live," was 
marked by unusual prosperity and peaee in our Com- 
munion, While Bishop Asbury was preeminent in found- 
ing and spreading Methodism in America, to Bisiiop 
McKecdreo may be justly awarded the distinction of car- 
rying forward the work, and securing its permanency and 
success by his remarkable legislative and admiaisti-atJve 
abilities. He combined in a high degree the prescience and 
strong common sense required in a legislator, and evinced 
also the highest ecclesiastical statesmanship in his adminis- 
trative acts; and then his unshrinking submission fn all the 
sacrifices and labors which the system of government ex- 
acted of him, and his profound and uniform piety, gave 
groat moral force to the cause which he adorned and beau- 
tified by his life and labors. He loved the Church — the 
whole Church. He lived and labored for it, and for noth- 
ing else; and his name and character is the common herit- 
age of Methodism, especially of American Methodism, 
It is from this stand-point the author has attempted to 
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write his "Life and Times." He was painfully aware of 
the difficulties of his task, and as he has not been able fully 
to satisfy himself, he cannot hope to satisfy all others. He 
has, however, endeavored honestly and impartially to do 
his duty to all concerned. He trusts that this attempt to 
perpetuate the memory and the influence of a great and 
good man, and of his co-laborers, may contribute to a more 
perfect history of our fathers, and promote zeal and primi- 
tive Mefhodistie devotion in the ministry and membership 
of the Church, 

Bishop McKcndree has been dead thirty-fonr years. His 
biograpHy ought to have been published long since. At his 
death he bequeathed "all his papers of every description to 
Bishop Soule, to be used at his discretion, under the advice 
of the Eev. T. L. Douglass ; " but neither of them wrote a 
line as his biographer. 

At the General Conference, of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, in 1854, Bishop Soulo called attention to 
this subject, and stated that, owing to his afflictions and the 
want of leisure, he had not been able to write the biog- 
raphy of his venerated and departed friend, and despaired 
of ever being able to do so ; and thinking it ought to be 
done, he desired to turn over the task to another. At the 
concurrent request of the Bishop and the General Conference, 
the writer reluctantly consented to undertake the work. 

Nearly the whole of the first volume was ready for the 
press in 1859, but its publication has been delayed by 
various circumstances to the present time. The second 
volume is in press, and will soon be published— thus con- 
cluding the "Life and Times of William McKendree." 

The work is sent forth with' an earnest wish that it may 
contribute to the glory of God and the cause of pure 
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LIFE A.]Srr> TIMES 



BISHOP M'KEJfDREE. 



CHAPTER I. 



Birth — Parentage — Oecupatioc — Eosidenee — Character of the 
family; their ciroumBtances — Father — Mother — ^Their children 
— William — Luo'mda — Dorotha — FraDcea: her marriage by 
Bishop Asbury: oharacter and death — John — Thomas — James 
— Nancy D, : like the Bishop — Family love. 

"William McEbndrbb was born in King "William 
comity, Virginia, about forty miles north-east of 
Richmond, July 6, 1757. His parents, John and 
Mary McKendree, were both natives of the same 
State. His father was a planter, and William was 
brought up in the same occupation. He was not 
only taught the art of husbandry, but was also 
trained in early life to habits of industry and fru- 
gality. 

Our history of the McKendree family begins with 
the birth of William, the eldest child, while re- 
siding in King William county; but before he was 
VOL. L (17) 
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18 LIFE AND TIMES OF 

seven years of age, they removed to Jamea Oily 
county, about sixty miles south-eaat of Kichmond, 
and near Williamsburg, the vrell-known seat of 
"William and Mary College. A few years after- 
ward, they again changed their place of residence, 
and settled in Greenville county, upon Meherrin 
Kiver, and near the southern boundary of the State. 
Here they remained for many years. Their pecu- 
niary condition was not such as, in Virginia, would 
be called wealthy ; although, from incidental allu- 
sions found in the Bishop's Diary, as well as from 
other reliable sources of information, they were 
doubtless in comfortable and independent circura- 
staneee. They were a plain, industrious, and moral 
family, without pretensions to fame or extraordi- 
nary talents; yet, even in the "Old Dominion," 
holding a reputable position for intelligence, in- 
tegrity, and honorable estimation. 

John McKendree, the father of the Bishop, seems 
to have been in every respect a moat worthy and 
exemplary man. To mate provision for the wants 
of his largo family, and to guide them by precept 
and example to honor, usefuineas, and piety, were 
the great objects of his efforts. With strong do- 
mestic affections, and without any desire for noto- 
riety, he led an humble, industrious, and religious 
life. In 1810, he removed from Virginia to Sumner 
county, Tennessee, in company with his son. Dr. 
James McKendree, his son-in-law, Mr. Charles 
Harris, witli their families, and his two unmarried 
daughters. In October, 1815, this venerable and 
excellent man gentlj' breathed his last, leaving a 
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BISHOP m'kendree. 19 

dying testimony to the truth and power of religion 
corresponding with his exemplary lifo. He died 
on his eighty-eighth birthday. The patriarch waa 
buried near the residence of his son James, in Sum- 
ner county, Tennessee, in a retired and beautiful 
rural locality, and beneath the wide-spread branches 
of a cluster of venerable forest trees. It is said 
that the Bishop was often heard to express a wish, 
should he die near there, to be buried by the side 
of hia venerated father; and as he did die at the 
very place, he was interred there, and his mortal 
part still reposes in that consecrated spot. 

Mary, the mother of Bishop McKendree, was a 
great sufferer. About the year 1769, she became so 
prostrated by severe affliction that she was ever af- 
terward confined to her room, and generally to her 
bed. Her health, however, gradually improved, so 
that she was able to oversee her domestic affairs, 
devolving upon her daughters the more active du- 
ties of the household. But, although an invalid, 
and confined to her room for twenty years, her ex- 
ample of patience, her tact in planning and direct- 
ing her domestic duties, and her kind and Christian 
manners, wore of inestimable value to her family. 
Such sweetness of temper, so many sensible lessons 
upon tho proprieties of life, and such a consistent 
exemplification of the purity and power of religion 
as she exhibited throughout these long years of 
affliction, made an ineffaceable impression upon 
her children; and doubtless that impression was 
stronger from the fact that these lovely traits 
were seen in a fond and suffering mother. But this 
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deeply afflicted lady, having been mercifully spared 
to train lier young family for twenty years after she 
became a hopeless invalid, was at last permitted to 
rest from her sorrows, and to die in the triumphs 
of Christian faith. Her death occurred in 1789. 

The memory of his patient, tender, bed-ridden, 
and yet resigned and happy mother, lingered in the 
heart of her devoted son to his latest hour, and al- 
ways associated with the name of mother all that 
ia pure and lovely in humanity sanctified by Chris- 
tianity. 

The children of this family were — 

1. William, the subject of this biography. 

2. Lucinda, who married Jesse Jordan, and died 
in Virginia, about 1778, leaving an only child. This 
child was a daughter, who upon the death of her 
mother, was taken into her grandfather's family, 
and treated as his own child. 

3. Dorotha, married to Mr. Charles Harris, in 
1797, and who with her husband followed the for- 
tunes of the family to the "West. She had four chil- 
dren, and died in Alabama, in her seventy-fourth 
year. 

4. Frances, born June 22, 1763; converted in 
July, 1778; was married to the Eev. Nathanael 
Moore," October 12, 1815 ; and died near Columbia, 
Tennessee, January 3, 1835. Bishops Asbury and 
McKendree were both present at her marriage, hav- 
ing called to spend a few days with the family while 
making a tour of the "Western Conferences. The 
following characteristic notice of the event is found 
in Bishop Asbury's Journal, in October, 1815; 
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" Tuesday, 10, — At James McEendree's : IN'athaii- 
ael Moore has come to take away our Sister Frances 
McEeiidree. All parties are pleased. . . , On 
Thursday, I officiated at the marriage of Kathanael 
Moore and Frances McKendree. We believe it is 
of the Lord. They are a worthy couple, and nearly 
of an age." 

The marriage-license of these persona is found 
among Bishop McKendree's papers, signed by Da- 
vid Shelby, Clerk, and certified by Bishop Asbury, 
as solemnized by him, October 12, 1815. 

Bishop McKendree exceeded all men I have ever 
known for keeping all papers that fell into his hands, 
"Why this was not filed in the clerk's office, I can- 
not conjecture. Perhaps it was forgotten. 

From a personal acc^uaintance with this estima- 
ble and pious lady, the writer formed the opinion 
that, as to intellect and sensibilities, she very much 
resembled her brother, the Bishop, A week spent 
at her house, in 1824, in company with Bishop 
McKendree, affi)rded the opportunity of witnessing 
ter piety and patience under affliction, as well as 
her attachment to her almost idolized brother. 
And from an extended obituary notice of her, pre- 
pared by the Rev. Thomas Logan Douglass, and 
inserted in the Methodist Magazine for 1826, this 
history of the McKendree family has been princi- 
pally derived. The materials of this history are 
understood to have been furnished by the Bishop 
himself. 

Her death was a remarkably calm and happy one. 
Her beloved and honored brother was permitted to 
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be with her for many days during her long and 
painful decline, and was with her at her death. 
And who that has ever heard hia soft and sweetly 
musical voice at the bed of a dying Christian, but 
can appreciate the privilege of having such a coun- 
selor at such a crisis? Nor is it strange that so 
conscientious and devoted a Christian, consoled 
and instructed by one so dear to her, and so emi- 
nently capable of soothing and strengthening her, 
should have been found composed and triumphant 
when the solemn hour of her exit arrived. Such 
was her end. She had no child. 

5. John was the fifth child. He removed to 
South Carolina, and died in the city of Charleston, 
November 28, 1817, aged fifty-three years. His 
wife preceded him to the grave about six months. 
They left four children — Thomas, "William, John 
Dudley, and Lemuel Joseph. 

6. Thomas: he also went to South Carolina, and 
died in that State, October, 1817, on Cooper River. 
He left two children, John James and Caroline. 

7. James, the seventh child, married in 1792, 
always lived in the vicinity of his parents, and 
brought up a large and respectable family. His 
house was the Bishop's home, if he can be said to 
have had a home, who spent his whole time as an 
itinerant. At his house their father died ; there the 
Bishop closed his eventful and useful life; and 
there, in a few years afterward, James and Trances 
were interred by his side, to await " the resurrec- 
tion of the just," 

8. The eighth and last child was Nancy D. In 
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many respects she greatly resembled her eldest 
brother. ,In mind, heart, and manners, she. seemed 
to be his countei-part. Like a ministering angel, 
she devoted hei-self to the welfare of others. She 
watched over and eootlied her father during the 
long period of his decrepit old age, attended her 
sister Erancea in her protracted sufferings, and was 
the constant and favorite nurse of the Bishop in his 
last years, and particularly in his final illness. In- 
deed, her father, Prances, and WiUiam, lUerally died 
in her anus. 

The Bishop may not have been aware of the fact, 
but she was eviden% his favorite. He had too 
much sense and too large a heart to exclude any 
one of those who held the same relation to him from 
his warm and fraternal love; but could he help 
loving Kancy more than the rest ? She loved him 
as only a pure-hearted, orphan sister can love a 
noble and fond brother. Toward the latter part 
of their lives, they had little else of earthly objects 
to love. There was a sameness of condition — for, 
like him, she never married — a congeniality of 
taste, temperament, and mind, which strongly knit 
them together. She sympathized with him in his 
anxieties about the Church, as well as in his other 
mental and bodily afflictions, entered with liveliest 
interest into his feelings of entire consecration 
to the one high and holy end of his life, and 
doubtless felt, more than any one else could feel, 
a sisterly pride in his position, his worth, and his 
usefulness. They were, truly, kindred spirits. 
Having lost all her nearest relations, she too 
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passed away, in 1838, to reiinito, doubtless, with 
her precious brother, and to join the " great multi- 
tude whom no man can number." She was buried 
at the head of the Bishop's grave. Pleasant in 
life, in death they are not divided. 

A peculiarity which marked the McXendree fam- 
ily, and displayed itself on many occasions, must 
have been cherished while the children were all 
around the domestic hearth. The allusion is to 
their very strong famd,y hve. In the course of this 
biography, we shall find abundant evidence of the 
strength of this principle in several members of this 
amiable and pious family — especially in "William, 
Frances, and Nancy. And who can estimate the 
importance of this principle ? Without it, society 
loses one of its surest guaranties, and religion one 
of its most potent class of motives. 

It is the great principle of moral gravitation, 
binding society together, giving bliss and sanctity 
to our homes, and preserving order and harmony 
in the body politic. It cultivates the noblest in- 
stincts of our nature, opens new and pure foun- 
tains of enjoyment, restrains our impetuous and 
dangerous passions, and, regulated by enlightened 
and earnest piety, almost restores to earth again 
the long-lost pleasures of paradise. 
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MoKendreo becomes a soidier and an officer in the army of the 
Keyolution-AtYorktown-Earlylift^Bdocation-Intoliectual 
ohoracter— His early moral and religious character— The 
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Ohurch and clergy-His account of himself-^oins the Mefh- 
odists — Is discouraged, and retires - OonyiotionB renewed 
«nder John Easter-Con version-Temp tation-Eevlvd und.r 
J^aster- Opposition to it— Eaater-a manner— Sue oeas— Other 
emmeaUy useful preachers of that day: Qarrettson, Ellis Wat- 
ters, Hull, Cooper, Moore, Richard Whatcoat, Jesse Lee, Philip 

Me. McKbndrbb was about twenty years old when 
the memorable struggle of our Revolution began ; 
and although from hia extreme modesty he very 
rarely alluded to the fact in the latter part of hia 
life, yet there can be no doubt that he took a de- 
cided part in that eventful and glorious war which 
resulted in our independence. Eumor had con- 
nected his name with Brace and other early Meth- 
odist preachers as having been engaged in the Revo- 
lutionary "War on the side of his country, but until 
his death called before the public the evidence of 
the fact, the part he had -borne was generally un- 
known, except among his old acquaintances. In 
the Western Methodist of 1835, a long and well- 
written obituary of Bishop McKendree appeared, 
in which it was Said of him ; " Ho was an adjutant 
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in the levies of his native State during the latter 
part of the lievoiutionary "War, and was in the com- 
miseaiy department, and showed his accustomed 
energy of character in making impressments of 
cattle and food to sustain the allied armies of Wash- 
ington and "Rochambeau at the siege of Cornwaliis 
at Yorktown." The Eev. Henry Smith, in his 
"Recollections of an Old Itinerant," p. 59, says of 
the Bishop: "He had been in the Revolutionary 
"War, and was at the battle of Yorktown when Corn- 
waliis was taken. In 1820, 1 passed with him over 
the ground, and he showed me where his camp was." 
And the same author, in a letter to the writer, dated 
Baltimore county, Maryland, Fob. 6, 1855, says upon- 
this point: "From what Bishop McKendrce told 
me, he belonged to a company of volunteers raised, 
I presume, in his own immediate neighborhood. 
They were present at the siege of Yorktown : he 
pointed out to me the place where they were en- 
camped when, in October, 1820, 1 traveled with him 
over the ground. He apoke of exercising their 
horses when they expected to be caljed into 
action, etc." The fact is also stated in the sketch 
of Bishop McKendree given by Dr. McCiintock, 
p. 69, and also the "Life of McKendree," written 
by Benjamin St. James Pry, p. 14, who says: "When 
the war of the Revolution was commenced, and the 
call went forth for volunteers, as might readily be 
expected, he was found among those who took up 
arms in the cause of liberty. The extent of hie ser- 
vice in the army is not known, but it is certain that 
he attained to the rank of adjutant, and was for a 
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time at least conneetGd with the eommissary depart- 
ment." He continued with the armj' for some 
years; indeed, the war virtually closed with the 
surrender of Lord Cornwaliis on Oct. 19, 1781, al- 
though a general peace was not proclaimed until 
April 19, 1783. 

The writer was for many years as familiar with 
Bishop McKendree as any one could be who waa so 
much hia -junior. He was his traveling companion 
and amanuensis foraeveral months at a time; passed 
with him hy short stages through Tennessee, Iforth 
Carolina, and Virginia, over several battle-fielda of 
the Revolution ; visiting the vicinity of Mount Ver- 
non; talking with him occasionally about his recol- 
lections of 'Washington, and the war of independ-. 
ence; sitting with him in "Washington's family pew, 
which had the initials of his name still upon its 
door ; but in all these long and solitary rides, and 
these familiar conversations upon kindred topics, 
he never heard him allude to his own services in 
the Revolution. Perhaps he was afraid of appear- 
ing vain of hia reputation as an officer in the noble 
struggle for national independence, and wished to 
set an example of modesty and humility. In him 
the soldier of civil liberty was merged in the nobler 
character of a true and valiant soldier of the cross. 
Having done his duty to his country in the capacity 
of a patriot soldier, he was contented, and neper 
boasted of his feats, nor sought a pension for his ser- 
vices. Worldly honors and riches were far below 
liis aim. 
Bishop McKondree's early life accms not to have 
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been (listingmshed by any very remarkable inei- 
denta. He grew to manhood at a period in our colo- 
nial history unfavorable to mental culture. There 
were very few schools then io Virginia competent 
to ^ve a good English education, while only three 
or four colleges had been founded in America, and 
only one in his native State. 

His education, therefore, waa aueh as the country 
schools afforded — perhaps neither better nor worse 
than was usual with those who, like himself, be- 
longed to the middle class of aociety. That he was 
not a classical scholar, nor, when he entered the 
ministry, a good English scholar, wo have no wish 
to conceal ; but he had a fair rudimentary education 
—had taught school— had a quick apprehension, a 
sound and discriminating mind, and such a refined 
taste as gave great accuracy to hia selection and nae 
of words. Combined with theae qualities was hia 
ardent desire for knowledge, and hia tenacity of 
purpose in the pursuit of it ; and then, after he had 
taken upon himself the vowa of the ministry, he 
drew "all his cares and studies this way "—being 
" diligent in prayers, and in reading of the Holy 
Scriptures, and in such studies as help to the knowl- 
edge of the same, laying aside the atudy of the 
world and the flesh." Thia concentration of mind 
and heart upon the work of his vocation soon began 
to develop hia intellectual power. 

N'or must we leave out of the account that ele- 
ment of all true greatness, known as common sense, 
which he possessed in an eminent degree ; destitute 
of which, whatever other qualifications he might 
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have had, he could not have wielded the influence 
that he exerted ae a preacher and a bishop. Thia 
quality of mind ia displayed, in the calm and juat 
exercise of the reasoning powers, in the skillful 
adaptation of means to an end, and in the prudent 
nee of such means. It implies a ready apprehension 
of the characters of men, and of the motives that 
actuate them. Its poseesaora usually exhibit self- 
reliance and firmness, and are distinguished for 
sound practical views. Call this shrewdness, good 
judgment, common sense, or whatever else, it ia an 
all-important qualification for success in every de- 
partment of life; and in none is it more requisite 
than in a Christian minister, and especially in a 
bishop. Without it, the most splendid talents in a 
preacherare frequently useless, and sometimes worse 
than useless— they but give notoriety to his errors, 
and thus elevate him to render his fall the more oh- 
vious. The history of many a brilliant mind fur- 
nishes a striking illustration of the truth of these 
remarks. The comets which blaze athwart our 
field of vision, attracting for awhile every eye, and 
causing the beautiful couatellations to pale before 
their gorgeous splendors, soon retire into obscurity, 
and leave our planet to its former nightly gloom; 
and then the lately obscured and forgotten stars re- 
sume their office, lighting up the dome of the Crea- 
tor's sublime temple of the natural universe with 
the sheen of their thousand lamps. Give me the 
leas brilliant but constant stars in preference to the 
more glaring meteor and the fiery comet. 
Few men have been more distinguished for sound 
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and unsophisticated judgment than Bishop MeKen- 
dree. The want of eai-ly advantages threw him 
upon his own resources, induced self-reliance, and 
a manly independence in the investigation of truth, 
and in the expression of his convictions. 

Of his Bchool-hoy days we have no minute ac- 
count. We only know the boy by the man. "We 
confess we have heard him quoted as an instance 
of those who develop slowly the faculties which 
eventually disticguiah them as preachers and logi- 
cians, but whose early pulpit-efibrts discourage the 
hopes of their friends. 

Doubtless there have.been many examples of this 
kind ; nor do we make any claim to precocious 
smartness on behalf of Bishop McKendree. It may 
possibly be true that some of his friends were dis- 
appointed by his early performances; yet, if his 
powers developed slowly at first, it is certain that 
the rich, ripe fruit at last appeared in abundance, 
and continued to mature beyond the ordinary term 
of human life — presenting a result which heightens 
our respect for the dignity of our common nature, 
and the character of our holy religion. But we are 
constrained to say that we do not believe his early 
life, and especially his early ministry, evinced a 
want of mental quickness! It is a legend which 
may have comforted many a lazy and unpopular 
young preacher, but, so far as can now be known, 
is without foundation. The evidence is to the con- 
trary. That he was modest, timid, and exceedingly 
sensitive, and that his taste was in advance of hia 
capacity to execute, insomuch that his hesitation in 
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selecting words seemed sometimea almost stammer- 
ing, we have no doabt ; but that he was a dull boy, 
or an unpromising young preacher, we resolutely 
deny. Those only could think so who did not know 
him, or were incompetent to judge him. 

The God of nature gave him not only a quick 
and logical mind, strong common sense, and an in- 
satiable thirst for all useful knowledge, but so much 
of the imaginative faculty as enabled him to array 
the vivid conceptions of his mind iu striking and 
appropriate topics; and yet these powers were so 
balanced by a keen sense of the ridiculous and the 
sophistical, and so regulated by his love of order, 
by an instinctive perception of propriety, and by 
an enlightened conscience, that in his mature years 
he presented as fine a specimen of a gentleman, a 
Christian, and a bishop as this or.any other country 
has ever produced. Such a character is the product 
of native talent, mental culture, and divine grace. 
If either be deficient, the pattern is spoiled. We 
would not disparage the ministry. On the con- 
trary, we regard the Protestant ministry as the most 
unselfish, pure-minded, and useful class of society. 
The world could poorly afibrd to do without them ; 
and yet, that there are bo few among them whose 
whole lives exhibit an elevated and commanding ap- 
prehension of the nature and ends of their vocation, 
is matter of humiliation ; but that there are some 
who evince such a beautiful coincidence between 
profession and practice, and such ability and perse- 
verance in the discharge of duty, calls for gratitude. 
Our divine Master raises up some such in every 
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age, as if to show of what our poor humanity is 
capable under the influence of his gospel. 

Hia own account of himself, as well as the state- 
ments of others, agree in .representing him to have 
been virtuous and comparatively moral. Hia par- 
ents were members of the Church of England — 
moral in their deportment, and regular in their at- 
tendance upon the ordinances. Of course, the fam- 
ily was brought up under the religious instructions 
of that Church, which was then the prevailing re- 
ligion of the Southern colonies. The standard of 
Christian morals was, however, very low at that 
day ; for when the clergy were given to ease, attend- 
ing horse-races, balls, wine-parties, and indulging 
in dancing and card-playing, it might be expected 
that the religious training of the youth of the 
Church would be sadly defective. By common 
consent, it has been called an era of spiritual dark- 
ness, both in Europe and America. The Church, 
notwithstanding her doctrinal orthodoxy, and her 
boasted beautiful formulas, was laboring under a 
moral paralysis. In vain did a few of her gifted 
and truly pious ministers strive to resuscitate her. 
"Whitefield, the Wesleys, and their coadjutors, with 
almost superhuman eloquence and power, essayed 
to arouse and reanimate her ; and although they 
accomplished much good, and laid the foundation 
for a great reformation, yet, as a Church, she either 
coldly frowned upon these, her best friends and 
truest sons, or openly denounced and persecuted 
them. Her doors were everywhere shut against 
them. Her clergy cheered on the rabble, who, 
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finding their vices denounced and their consciences 
alarmed by the plain and fervid appeals of these 
holy men, wrero ever ready to resort to the most vio- 
lent means for the purpose of silencing them. Their 
solemn protestations against their alleged defection 
toward the Church, aud their oft-repeated assertions 
of love to it, and of their seeking its reformation in 
spiritual matters alone, were disregarded. Those 
in authority denied the necessity of a revival, and 
contemptuously spumed hoth them and their ser- 
vices, and in the same breath with which they 
sought to degrade these heroic men of God, they 
justified the fashionable follies and prevailing vices 
of the times. Thus the distinction between the 
Church of Christ and the world was either utterly 
obliterated, or was seen only in the externai observ- 
ance or non-observance of the ceremonies and sacra- 
ments. In morals, the line of division wa« invisi- 
ble. Yet, even under such unfavorable circum- 
stances, young McKendree was restrained from 
gross immoralities, and preserved a character for 
virtue and morality. 

The following is hia own account of this period 
of bis life : " I do not recollect to have sworn more 
than one profane oath in my life, yet, as far back as 
memory serves, I am conscious of the prevalence 
of evil passions — of a heart disposed to wickedness 
—so that, notwithstanding the restraints by which 
I was kept within the bounds of a respectable mo- 
rality, my heart was far from being right with God. 
It was 'deceitful, and desperately wicked.' Of 
this deplorable state of things I became exqiiieitely 
2* 



,1 Google 



LIFE AND TIMES OP 



sensible by reading the Holy Scriptures in school, 
when I was a small boy. For want of proper in- 
struction, my apprehension of God the Redeemer, 
and of the Holy Scriptures, was very supei-ficial. 
I literally 'understood as a child,' and wjth the 
simplicity of a child I yielded to the dictates of 
conscience, refrained from what appeared to be 
wrong, and, as a child, endeavored to imitate those 
holy men of God, as set forth in the Scriptures." 

Bishop Soule, from whose sermon on the death, 
of Bishop McKendree, delivered before the General" 
Conference in 1836, we quote, adds: "Had these 
impressions been cherished by pious instructors, 
and by parents, who had the power as well as the 
form of godliness, there can be little doubt that this 
pious youth, like young Timothy, wouid 'from a 
child' have 'known the Holy Scriptures,' in such 
a manner as to have become 'wise unto salvation, . 
through faith which ia in Christ Jesus,' and thereby 
prepared the way for his entering upon the arduous 
duties of the ministry at a much earlier period than 
he did ; but for want of such helps, and in conse- 
quence of opposition and discouragement from 
those who should have taught him the way of 
righteottsness, and aided him to walk therein, at this 
tender age, his impressions were weakened, con- 
science became more inclined to slumber, and his 
religious resolutions were shaken. But still the 
fear of God did not forsake him." 

It was about the commencement of the Eevolu- 
tion that the Methodist preachers (then under the 
direction of Mr. Wesley) first visited that section 
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of Virginia in which the McKendree family resided. 
William was then about nineteen years of age, pos- 
sessed of exq^uisite sensibilitieB, aud a heart all 
buoyant with anticipation. The ministry of the 
word was attended with the power of the Spirit, 
and many were convinced that these were the ser- 
vants of the Moat High God. The early religious 
impressions, which in a great measure had become 
extinguished in the mind of this interesting young 
man by the amusements of the world, were now 
revived and strengthened. He "yielded to convic- 
tion, and resolved to lead a new life." In conform- 
ity with this resolution, he proposed to unite with 
the Methodist Society as a seeker of religion, and 
was received on trial; but here again his resolu- 
tion was shaken, and, halting by the way, he failed 
to obtain the prize, Hia own undisguised repre- 
sentation of his case clearly shows the danger of 
awakened persons, associating with those compan- 
ions, however civil they may he, who neither fear 
nor love God, especially before age and experience 
have fortified the heart. 

"But my attachment to worldly associates," says 
Bishop McKendree, " who were civil and respectful 
in their deportment, had grown with my growth, 
and my conviction was not accompanied with suffi- 
cient firmness to dissolve the connection ; and their 
conduct being accommodated to my reformed man- 
ners, I continued to enjoy the friendship, both of the 
Society and of the world, but in a very imperfect 
degree. They continued to counteract and impair 
each other, until the love of the world prevailed, 
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and my relist for genuine piety departed. I peace- 
ably retired from the Society, -while my conduct 
continued to secure their friendship." 

The narrative of Bishop Soule proceeds: "In 
thia situation, with no material change in his relig- 
ions state, except a gradual decline of concern for the 
salvation of his soul, he continued for several years ; 
but his abiding conviction of the importance and 
necessity of religion, and his exquisite sensibility to 
consistency of character, preserved him from gross 
immoralities, and prevented a rapid progress in the 
■way of sin. In the year 1787, he being about thirty 
years of age, a powerful and extensive revival of 
religion commenced in Brunswick Circuit, in which 
he lived, under the ministry of that devoted servant 
of God, the Eev, John Easter. In the course of 
this, year, Mr. Easter added about twelve hundred 
members to the Church, 

This year (1787) was the period of his conversion 
to God — the year in which he received that inward 
and spiritual revelation of the Son of God, which 
is an indispensable qualification for preaching his 
unsearchable riches. This great change is thus de- 
scribed by his own pen: "My convictions were re- 
newed; they were deep and pungent. The great 
deep of my heart was broken up ; its desperately 
wicked nature was disclosed, and the awfully ruin- 
ous consequences clearly appeared. My repentance 
was sincere. I was desirous of salvation, and be- 
came willing to be saved upon any terms ; and after 
a sore and sori'owful travail of three days, which 
were employed in hearing Mr. Easter, and in fast- 
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ing and prayer, while that man of God was show- 
ing a large congregation the way of salvation hy 
faith with a clearness which, at the same time, as- 
tonished and encouraged me, I ventured my all 
on Christ. In a moment my soul was delivered of 
a burden too heavy to be borne, and joy instantly 
succeeded sorrow. Tor a short space of time I was 
fixed in silent admiration, giving glory to God for 
his unspeakable goodness to such an unworthy crea- 
ture." 

But, alas ! although this change was great and 
glorious — althougb conscious of sensible comfort, 
and, at the same time enabled to cry, "Abba, 
Father" — yet his experience accords with but too 
many, in this, that the dehghtful state of his emo- 
tions was presently succeeded by doubts as to the- 
depth and reality of the change. In this state of 
temptation he continued six weeks ; then a new 
and overwhelming blessing removed all doubt, and 
assured him of peace and pardon. The enemy had 
suggested that it was presumptuous to believe that 
80 important a work could be accomplished so soon, 
if at all ; and the vast interests which the profession 
of religion involve made him correspondingly fear- 
ful of a mistake in relation to it. His temptations 
were strengthened, doubtless, by the denunciations 
which he often heard of those "strange zealots" — 
those " irregular lay-preachers " — who, ignoring tho 
doctrine of a personal and unbroken succession of 
three distinct orders in the ministry, and the indis- 
pensableness of ordination from such supposed mo- 
nopolists of all clerical authority, dared to preach 
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Christ crucified to their fellow-men; for, unfortn^ 
nateiy, there were those then, as now, and as there 
were in the beginning of the Christian Church, who 
were ready to forbid all othera from casting out 
devils who "follow not us."- But if Christ, who 
actually did daily east out devils, so pointedly re- 
proved this proscriptive spirit in the apostles, with 
what language would he speak to those now who 
would hinder others from doing the good which 
they either cannot or will not do? Surely those 
who claim the exclusive right to preach, and to save 
souls, ought to be remarkably zealous in their voca- 
tion; and even then, if they would imitate the 
Master, they should not refuse the cooperation of 
any who truly "cast out devils;" for if they who 
east them out in his name "cannot speak evil" of 
Christ, surely Christ's apostles cannot speak evil of 
those who " do the works of Christ." 

This revival, which began under Mr. Easter, and 
of which young McKendree and thousands of 
others became the happy subjects, was a novelty 
to many. Most of the clergy of the Established 
Church opposed it publicly, and ridiculed it in pri- 
vate. The great body of the Church stood aghast 
at it. It was "wild-fire," "self-delusion," or "hy- 
pocrisy." Ko doubt hundreds of honest and con- 
scientious persons thought they were doing God 
service in striving to repress what they regarded as 
a "religious frenzy." In their estimation, Mr. 
Easter, and all those who, like him, strove to arouse 
the torpid consciences of sinners, and proclaimed a 
present pardon, and an internal evidence of that par- 
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don, were distarbere of the peiice of society as well 
as heretics. To the Churchman, both the preacher 
and his matter wore offensiTe— the first wanting the 
odor of Buoceasion, tie latter, at the same time, 
condemning his profession, his experience, and his 
practice. To the honest and devont Calvinist, hav- ' 
ing in his mind Calvin's " horrible decree," the 
earnest offer of Christ's death and mediation, as 
means available bj faith for the salvation of all men, 
without distinction and without reservation, seemed 
presumptuous, if not profane ; so that, in whatever 
else they disagreed. Churchmen, Calvinists, and 
Quakers, united in condemning those who seemed 
to be "turning the world upside down." Still the 
people flocked by hundreds and thousands to hear 
them, and multitudes became the subjects of this 
strange work. Their plain, earnest, and scriptural 
appeals to conscience; their solemn and devout 
manners ; their disinterestedness, and the extraor- 
dinary faith and dauntless moral courage which 
Easter and his associates exhibited, and, above all, 
the wonderful power which attended their ministry] 
were well calculated to excite attention. And they 
did excite attention. The private houses, old-field 
school-houses, and the few meeting-houses where 
circuit-preaching had been ordinarily heard, were 
soon found insufficient to contain the immense 
throngs of eager listeners. The barns were resorted 
to, but were soon found to be too small. To the 
groves—ffalure's own temples— the crowds repaired. 
The villages were emptied of population ; the me- 
chanic laid aside his tools; the farmer stopped his 
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plows, and mouated his family upon the horaoe — 
sometimes two and three upon a horse — servants, 
and those who could find no other means of convey- 
ance, started on foot. The roads were crowded. 
The vicinity of the place of worship was covered 
with horses and vehicles, and thousands gathered 
around the temporary puipit, and held their breath 
to catch every syllahle of the man of God. 

Mr. Easter was a man of great purity of life ; of a 
sound mind, and deep religious feelings ; and what 
he clearly apprehended and strongly felt, he spoke 
with the confidence of one who knows he de- 
livers a message from God. He never indulged in 
metaphysical discussions, and rarely in doctrinal ex- 
positions. His themes were repentance, salvation 
by faith in Jesus Christ, and the witness of the 
Spirit. His preaching was of the experimental and 
practical kind ; his manner hortative. Those who 
knew him, revered and loved him. "When, upon 
such an occasion as adverted to above, he arose in 
the immense congregation, his appearance and man- 
ner inspired awe. His piercing black eyes, his awfnl 
earnestness, and his almost miraeulous faith, arrested 
every hearer, and transfixed the most careless. His 
sentences, in the beginning of his addresses, were 
short, and his language solemn and pointed. There 
was no mannerism nor circumlocution. He was 
full of his subject, and intent only upon the rescue 
of sinners from impending wrath. At once he 
went to work, invoking the presence and power of 
God, admonishing Christians to pray, and when his 
faith was " mighty," assuring them that souls would 
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be converted ttere that day. Then he would begin 
his appeal to sinners. Their depraved and guilty 
condition, their duty, the necessity for decision, and 
the consequences involved, together with the means 
and evidences of pardon and regeneration, were 
concisely and overwhelmingly exhibited. His voice 
was of wondrous pathos and power — now soft as an 
.jEolian harp, while persuading the hesitating, or 
soothing the penitent; anon ringing out like the de- 
nunciations from Mount Ehal, when successive peals 
of curses reverberated against the incorrigibly im- 
penitent; and then again, "in language sweet as 
angels use," whispering to the believing penitent 
blessings richer and more abundant than ever died 
away in soft and melodioue echoes from Mount Geri- 
zira over the beautiful Valley of Shechem — and yet 
bis whole manner was natural and unstadiod. He 
would have despised himself if he had felt conscious 
that he was aping the orator, or seeking aught but 
the salvation of hie hearers. His communion with 
God was too intimate to allow any less serious or 
worthy motive ; for he who walks closely with God, 
will he fcarfnlly earnest while pleading with man. 

The power of the Almighty attended his efforts. 
The pious portion of his audience sustained him by 
their prayers, and rose with him in faith and zeal 
as he increased in fervor and force, until the im- 
mense concourse, agitated by the eonflieting emo- 
tions of consternation, grief, and joy, at last could 
restrain themselves no longer, and gave vent to the 
long-pent but now resistless feelings of their hearts. 
Borne fled with alarm, others felt as if impaled, 
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while many fell to the ground as if stricken with a 
sudden bolt from heaven. Many were happily con- 
verted while he was speaking, until at last some 
fresh accession to the number of penitents, or eon- 
verts, would so swell the wave of emotion that hia 
voice would bo drowned ; and then mingled shouts, 
prayers, and songs would rise like the peans of vic- 
tory and the wail of the wounded over a battle-field. 

Such were tho scenes often witnessed in those 
days; and let others call it confusion, fanaticism, 
or whatever they may please, I believe it to have 
been the work of God, and pray that such scenes 
may never cease in the Methodist Church. And 
let all who revere his memory recollect that Bishop 
McEendree was a subject of this glorious work. 
Surely hia life and his death might bo regarded as 
a vindication of such revivals. 

^Nor was John Easter the only Methodist preacher 
of that era eminent for piety, talent, and usefulness. 
Among many others deserving to be held in lasting 
remembrance, we may mention Freeborn Oarrettson, 
Eeuben and Ira Ellie, William Wattera, Hope Hull, 
Ezekiel Cooper, Mark Moore, Richard Whatcoat, 
Jesse Lee, and Philip Bruce. Indeed, the list could 
be readily swelled to a multitude. Many of them 
were not only remarkable for nativp intellect, but 
were highly respectable as to scholarship. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Letter from W. MoKendreo to Bishop Asburj, in 1803— His con- 
vei'sion — Entrauce on the ministrj — Joins the Virginia Con- 
ference — Misled by Mr. O'Kellj — Returns to the work. 

Among- the papers of Bishop MeKeiidree ia the 
following highly interesting communication. It ap- 
pears that Bishop Asbury had repeatedly urged him 
to give a narrative in writing, of the kind, and it is 
addressed, therefore, to him, and was written in 
1803. Ae it was prepared with some care, and 
gives a more minute account of his early life, and 
also of his conversion, his call to the ministry, and 
of a very interesting incident of his life in connec- 
tion with the secession of the Eev, James O'Keliy, 
than can be found elsewhere, the letter ia given 
in full. The reader will pardon the repetition, in 
substance, of a part of the last ctfapter. 

Respected Fkiend and Brother :~Tou have re- 
peatedly requested mo to give you a written cir- 
cumstantial account of the dealings of God with 
my soul, my call to the ministry, and some of the 
tftost remarkable events of my life. Until very 
lately I have indulged such an aversion to writing 
about myself, that I did not intend to comply with 
your request; but your solicitation, having been 



,1 Google 



44 LIFE AND TIMES OF 

eeconded by others — this, together with a thought 
that mj own soul may be quickened thereby — first, 
by meditating on past mercies and blessings while 
I call to mind my former exercises and God'a ten- 
der mercies and gracious dealings with my soul; 
and, secondly, should you see proper to send it to 
the press, that I may derive benefit, in future, from 
reading what the lapse of time and trouble might 
make me forget: these considerations have tri- 
umphed over my natural aversion to the task. I 
shall therefore attempt a plain and simple narra- 
tive, and cast it as my mite into the treasury. 

It is now fifteen years that I have been in the 
traveling ministry — from the year 1788 to the pres- 
ent date— in which time I have traveled extensively 
through Virginia, Tennessee, Kentucky, and the 
territory west of the Ohio, now State of Ohio; as 
also some parts of N'orth and South Carolina. 

The first divine impression that I remember to 
have been under was when I was a school-boy. 
By reading the exercises and practices of holy men, 
as related in the Bible ; of their holy lives — pros- 
trating themselves before tie Lord— praying and 
conversing with Jehovah, and the Lord God speak- 
ing to and comforting them, my soul was filled 
with such a sense of his majesty and goodness as 
awed my feelings into reverence. And I had such 
ideas of the condition of those holy men, that my 
heart glowed to be like them, 

I would frequently seek solitary places in the 
woods, there fj.ll upon my face and weep freely 
while I thought I was talking to Jehovah. This 
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practice I followed until I became so serious that I 
was taken notice of. The achool-master (who was 
a vain man, and boarded at my father's) and others, 
began to laugh at me, and make remarks, and 
finally laughed me out of all my seriousness, I 
then heedlessly pursued the pleasures of the world, 
and do not remember to have had any more serious 
impressions for several years. My own experience 
has led me to care for those who are under religious 
impressions in their early days. Many are their 
dangers — great is the blessing of proper instructors ; 
and the want of these is, in all probability, the 
cause of much infidelity. 

The next rehgioas impression which I distinctly 
recollect, was occasioned by hearing the following 
verse sung : 

Ye sons of Adam, vaJa and young, 
Indulge your hearts, indulge your tongue ; 
Enjoy the day of mirth, hut know 
There is a day of judgment too, 

"The day of jvdgmeni" left an impression on my 
mind. It sunk deeply into my thoughts, and inter- 
rupted my peace for many days ; but it gradually 
wore away, and I once more freely enjoyed the 
pleasures of youth. 

Some time after the Methodist preachers came 
into the neighborhood, a revival of religion took 
place : my fatter, mother, and several others became 
professors of religion, and many joined the Church, 
I was then deeply convinced of sin, and resolved to 
set out and servo the Lord. For some time I was 
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very serious, but after awhile my religious concern 
gradually abated, and I insensibly glided into the 
spirit of the world, and drank deeper into the prac- 
tice thereof than I had ever done before. In great 
compassion the Lord still extended his mercy to me, 
and cheeked my thoughtless career by a severe 
attack of the bilious fever. I was brought to view 
death as at the door ; all human help seemed to fail. 
I now viewed myself as within a step of eternity, 
and alas, I was without God! I had no hope of 
future happiness ! I was convinced that, dying as I 
was, I should be eternally miserable, and, to com- 
plete my astonishment and wretchedness, I could 
not indulge a hope of obtaining mercy in that situ- 
ation. I considered myself as one who had pre- 
ferred the service of the devil to the enjoyment of 
religion, to the very last ; and now to ask God to 
pardon my sins, and take me to himself, when I 
could servo myself no longer, appeared to be the 
moat unreasonable thing in the world. 

I therefore utterly despaired of mercy, unless God 
should be graciously pleased to raise me up from 
my bed of affliction, and thus grant me an oppor- 
tunity to seek his face. ]?or this I earnestly prayed. 
"While sore-belabored with pain, the world appeared 
insignificant, and of trivial consequence; indeed 
could I have purchased peace by giving tJie whole 
world, the price then seemed to me inconsiderable. 
But even while it seemed to myself that I was so 
willing to embrace mercy upon any terms, I well 
remember a thought that threw me into confusion 
by shovi^ng me my error. The following idea t 
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Buggeated : " If the Lord would raise you np, and 
convert your soul, would you be willing to go and 
preach the gospel?" At this nature shrniik, will 
refused, and I trembled when I found myself indis- 
posed to prompt obedience. 

Yet I continued to plead, and the Lord raised me 
from the jaws of death, " covering the bones with 
young flesh." But alas, how weak are resolutions 
springing from fear! As my strength returned, 
I lost sight of my danger, and the resolution, which 
I thought was so firm, weakened in propoi-tion. At 
last I lost the desire, and returned to my old com- 
panions aud the business of the world. 

In this situation I continued until the groat re- 
vival of religion took place in Brunswick Circuit, 
under Mr. John Easter, in 1787. On a certain Sab- 
bath I visited a gentleman who lived in the neigh- 
borhood ; he and his lady were going to church, to 
hear a-Mr. Gibson, a local Methodist preacher. It 
was, of course, during the Revolutionary "War, 
when the church was open to any occupant— the 
clergy having abandoned their flocks and the coun- 
try, and fled home to England. Upon my going to 
the house of my friend, he declined going to church; 
sent a servant with his wife, and we spent the time 

in reading a comedy and drinking wine. Mrs. 

stayed late at church, but at last, when we were 
impatient for dinner, she returned, and brought 
strange things to our ears. "With astonishment 
flushing in her countenance, she began to tell whom 
she left "in a flood of tears," who were "down on 
the floor," who were "converted," what an "up- 
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roar" was going on among the people, criea for 
mercy and shouts for joy, etc. She also infoi-med 
U9 that Mr. John Easter was to preach at that place 
on the following Tuesday. My heart was touched at 
her representation. I resolved to seek religion, and 
began, in good earnest, to pray for it that evening. 

Tuesday I went to church, fasting and praying. 
Mr. Easter preached from John iil. 19-22, "Atid (his 
is the condemnation, that light has come into the 
world," etc. The word reached my heart Prom this 
time I had no peace of mind; I was completely 
iniserable. My heart was broken up, and I saw 
that it was evil above all things, and " desperately 
wicked." A view of God's forbearance, and of the 
debasing sin of ingratitude, of which I had been 
guilty in grieving the Spirit of God, overwhelmed 
me with confusion. 

JSTow my conscience roared like a lion, " The 
pains of hell got hold of me." I concluded that I 
had committed the "unpardonable sin," and had 
thoughts of giving up alS for lost. For three days 
I might have said, " My bed shall comfort me, then 
thou scarest me with dreams, and terriiiest me 
through visions, so that my soul chooseth strangling 
and death rather than life." Job vii. 7-15. But 
in the evening of the third day deliverance came. 
While Mr. Easter was preaching, I was praying as 
well as I could, for I was almost ready to despair 
of mercy. Suddenly doubts and fears fled, hope 
sprung up in my soul, and the burden was removed. 
I knew that God was love— that there was mercy 
even for me, and I rejoiced in silence. 
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Mr. E^ter confidently asserted that God had con- 
vei'ted my bouI ; but I did not believe it, for I had 
formed to myself an idea of conversion — how it 
would come, and what must follow; and what I 
then felt did not answer to my idea. Therefore, I 
did not believe that I was converted, but I knew 
there was meroy for me, and I greatly rejoiced 
in that. However, I soon found myaelf in an un- 
comfortable condition, for I immediately began to 
seek and expect a burden of ein, answerable to my 
idea, in, order to get converted. But the burden 
was gone, and I could not recover it. At times I 
had flashes of joy, yea, felt the life and power of 
living faith; but as soon as I would advert to my 
conversion, faith would fail, hope languish, and 
comfort die, because I doubted my conversion. 
"With desire I sought rest, but I thought that greater 
distress than I had felt must precede that blessing, 
and therefore refused to be comforted. And thus, 
sir, for several weeks I experienced all the anguish 
of grasping at an object of the greatest importance, 
and missing my aim — of laying hold of life and 
salvation, then falling back into the vortex of dis- 
appointment and distress, until I may say I was as 
alone "sparrow on the house-top;" "myteeth chat- 
tered like a swallow, my bones were pierced in mo 
in the night season, and my sinews took no rest." 
Job XXX. 17. 

But deliverance was at hand. Mr. Easter came 

round, and his Master came with him, and in the 

time of meeting the Lord,' who is merciful and 

kind, blessed me with the loitness of the Spirit; and 

vor-. I.— 3 
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then, sir, I could rejoice indeed — yea, with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory ! 

"Withiu twenty-four hpura after thia I was twice 
tempted to tbiuk my conversion was delusive, and 
not genuine, because I did not receive the witness 
of the Spirit at the same time. 

But I instantly applied to the throne of grace, 
and, in the duty of prayer, the Lord delivered me 
from the enemy, and from that day to this I have 
never doubted my conversion. I have pitied, and 
do still pity, those who, under the infiueneo of cer- 
tain doctrines, are led to give the preference to a 
doubting experience, and therefore can only say, 
"If I ever was converted," "I hope I am con- 
verted," "I f^ar I never was converted," etc., but 
can never say, " We know that we have passed from 
death unto life." In this respect, "darlmesa, in 
part, has happened to Zion," but I hope the time is 
not far distant when truth and religion shall 
triumph over error and form. 

Not long after I had confidence in my acceptance 
with God, Mr. Gibson preached us a sermon on 
sanctifi cation, and 1 felt its weight. When Mr. 
Easter came, he enforced the same doctrines. This 
led me more minutely to examine the emotions of 
my heart. I found remaining corruption— em- 
braced the doctrine of sanetification, and diligently 
sought the blessing it holds forth. The more I 
sought the blessing of sanetification, the more I 
felt the need of it— and the more important did 
that blessing appear. In its pursuit, my soul grew 
in grace and in the faith that overcomes the 
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worliL But there was an aching void which made 
me cry, 

'Tia worse than death my Qod to lore, 
And not my God alone. 

One nioming I walked into the field, and while I 
was musing, snch an overwhelming power of the 
Divine Being overshadowed me, as I had never ex- 
perienced before. Unable to stand, I sunk to the 
ground, more than filled with transport. My cup 
ran over, and I shouted aloud. 

Had it not been for a new set of painful exercises 
which now came upon me, I might have rejoiced 
"evermore;" but my heart was enlarged, and I saw 
more clearly than ever before the danger of an un- 
converted state. For such persons I prayed with 
anxious care. At times, when called upon to pray 
in public, my soul would get into an agony, and 
the Lord would, in great compassion, pour out his 
Spirit; souls were convicted and converted, and 
Zion rejoiced abundantly in those days. Without 
a thought of preaching, I began to tell my acquaint- 
ances what the Lord had done for me, and could do 
for them. It had its effect, and lasting impressions 
were made. Thus I was imperceptibly led on until 
the preachers and people began to urge me to speak 
more publicly. This brought on a painful affliction 
of mind. 

While I have meditated on the subject with a dis- 
position to submit,, if it was the wUl of the Lord to 
call me to preach, the Scriptures have opened to 
my mind, and presented me with such lively pic- 
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turea of vktae and vice, and their conseq^uencea, as 
would mi me with " painful joy and pleasing amart ;" 
and I would be almost ready to say, "Here ami, 
send me." But when I would reflect on appearing 
in public with the qualificationa which I poaseased, 
I felt deeply humbled and greatly discouraged. The 
importance of the cause, and what it might suffer 
from an incompetent and an injudicious advocate, 
made me fear that my exercises were not from God 
— that he never would call such a creature aa I was 
to preach his gospel. Thus worried and distressed, 
I have Mien on my knees, and with many tears 
begged the Lord to take me to heaven, and so put 
an end to the doubtful case. My mind was entirely 
diverted from -oiy temporal concerns, and wholly 
devoted to the subject of religion. 

On a certain day, aa I sat at a table, my father 
stepped in and addressed me thus: "William, has 
not the Lord called you to preach the gospel?" I 
answered, " I cannot tell ; I do not know what a 
call to preach the gospel implies." He added, "I 
believe he has, and I charge you not to quench the 
Spirit." Por a moment I was as one thunder-struck. 
We both shed tears. I asked him why he thought 
the Lord had called me to preach the gospel. He 
answered, "While you lay sick of the fever" — allud- 
ing to my illness already mentioned — "when the 
doctor and all your friends had given you up for 
lost, I was greatly afflicted at the thought of your 
dying in your sins. I applied myself to the throne 
of grace, and prayed incessantly. While I was on 
my knees, tho Lord manifested himself to me in an 
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uncommon manner, and gave me an assurance thai you 
should live to preach (he gospel, and I have never lost 
my confidence, although you have been too careleae," 
Ho then repeated his caution not to quench the 
Spirit. 

In thia undetermined condition of mind I eon- 
tinned until it pleased the Lord to lay me upon a 
bed of affliction. Mr. Easter viaited me. On the 
next day, when they were ahout starting to meeting, 
he prayed for me — not as. men generally pray, but 
in a manner and with a zeal peculiar to himself. 
Under his prayer I was blessed; my aoul was filled 
with joy. He proceeded to tell the Lord that "the 
harvest was great, but the laborers were few" — that 
I had been urged by the Spirit, but had refused to 
obey. He prayed the Lord to raise me up, and 
thrust me into his vineyard. I recovered ; and 
from that time I spoke more freq;uently and 
freely in public, and the Lord condescended to 
encourage me by blessing both my hearers and 
myself. 

In the ninth month after I received the witness 
of my acceptance, the District Conference came on. 
It was held in Petersburg, Virginia. Mr. Easter 
requested me to fix myself and attend the Confer- 
ence. I did 90, and he kindly took me to his lodg- 
ing. ITpon his going to the Conference-room, he 
invited me to come up at a certain hour and see the 
preachers. I went accordingly, and the first thing 
after prayer was to read out the preachers' stations; 
and you announced that I was appointed to Mecklen- 
burg Circuit, with Philip Cox. 
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This, I confess sir, was an unexpected shock; but 
your gentle manner of proceeding with the young 
preachers presently restored me to a degree of ease. 
When dismissed, I was walking in another room, 
when my Presiding Elder came in, and discovering 
my agitation, took me in Ms arms and said, ""While 
jou were standing before the Conference, I believe 
God showed me that he had a work for you to do," 
and repeated, "Don't deceive me," in the most feel- 
ing manner. This, sir, had the most happy effect. 
It determined my unsettled mind. I only wanted 
to know what was right, to do it as well as I could. 
I had the fullest confidence in the preachers, and in 
reflecting upon the character and judgment of those 
who bad recommended me, and of the Conference 
who bad admitted m'e, strengthened by what the 
Presiding Elder, with flowing tears, had just said 
to me, I resolved to reject my doubts, submit to 
their judgment, take the work to which I was ap- 
pointed, and fill my place as well as I could. Thus, 
after more than eight months of painful suspense, 
my heart was *'Jixed,' ' and I set out for my circuit. 

But before I enter upon the ensuing part of my 
own history, suffer me to make sqme observations 
on what I havo witnessed respecting my much- 
loved friend and father in the gospel, John 
Easter. 

When Mr. Easter came to Brunswick Circuit, 
there was very little appearance of religion in our 
neighborhood. Upon his coming, a revival took 
place, and in tho coiirse of the year about two hun- 
dred and fifty joined the Church within ten miles 
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of where we resided, and about cighteoii hundred* 
were added in the circuit. Mr. Easter possessed 
an uncommon degree of faith. It was objected to 
him, that "instead of praying, he commanded God, 
as if the Lord was to obey man," The foilovving 
is a specimen of what I was an eye-witness. While 
preaching to a large concourse of people in the 
open air, at a time of considerable drought, it 
began to thunder, a cloud approached, and drops of 
rain fell. He stopped preaching, and besought the 
Lord to withhold the rain until evening — to pour 
out his Spirit, convert the people, and then water 
the earth. He then resumed his subject. The 
appearance of rain increased — ^tho people began to 
get uneasy — some moved to take off their saddles; 
when, in his peculiar manner, he told the Lord that 
there were "sinners there that must be converted 

* Bisiiop McKendree leayea the number blank, and it is filled 
from the following authority : 

"The year 1787 ie gratefully rememlerpd in the Method at 
history of Virginia, for the most esteneiye and gloriou leyival ot 
religion that ever occurred in the Sfate.' The accounts nh h 
hare come down to us of that powerful manifestation of the Spirit 
Mpresent it as almost miraBuloua." " But although the work of 
the Lord was generally rerivod, its most powerful manifestations 
seem to have been confined to the District over which the Eey. 
Jame? Kelly pre'iided and m thi^ District, the most power- 
ful displij's of spiritual influence were witnessed in the Bruns- 
wick Susses and Amelia Ciruuits In ea«h of these circuita 
great multitudes were turned to the Lord. In Susses Cncuit 
about sixteen hundred were converted; in Brunswick, about 
eighteen hundred and m Amelia about oight hundred." — L\fe 
and Times of the Bev. Jesse Lee, pp. 204, 205; aho, History M. 
E. Church, by Br. Bangs, Vol. I., pp. 263-267. 
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or be damned," and prayed that he would "stop 
the bottles of heaven until the evening." He 
closed his prayer, and assured us, in the most con- 
fident manner, that we might keep our seats — that 
it would not rain to wet us ; that " aoula are to be 
converted here to-day— my God assures me of it, 
and you may believe it." The congregation be- 
came composed, and, we did not get wet; for the 
clouds parted, and although there was a fine rain 
on both sides of us, there was none where we were 
until night. The Lord's Spirit was poured out in 
an uncommon degree, many were convicted, and a 
considerable number professed to be converted that 
day. 

Mr. Easter excited great attention. Hundreds, 
and sometimes thousands, attended hia appoint- 
ments. Frequently, while he was preaching, the 
foundations of the place would seem to he shaken, 
and the people to he moved like the trees of the 
forest when shaken by a mighty tempest. Many 
were " the slain of the Lord," and many were made 
spiritually alive. If my memory serves me, four 
hundred were converted at a four-days' meeting. 
But Satan's kingdom did not suffer this loss with- 
out a struggle. Powerful, and sometimes fierce, 
was the opposition Mr. Easter had to contend with; 
but the Lord gave him grace according to his day. 
In the midst of a congregation, a man stepped to 
Mr. Easter, caught him by the bosom, and raised a 
horse-whip over his head. In that position, a few 
words passed between them. Mr. Easter began to 
pray, but when his prayer was ended, his antagonist 
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was gone. Mr. Easter proceeded with his meeting 
without farther interruption. 

On another occasion, he reproved a man who was 
at a few yards' distance, on an elevated seat in the 
congregation. The man, as afterward appeared, 
had covenanted to abuso the preacher, and for thi8 
purpose had armed himself with a club, which he 
shook at the preacher. Another and a sharper re- 
proof followed. The enraged man approached Mr. 
Easter, brandishing his weapon, with vengeance 
flashing in his countenance. The preacher calmly 
said, " I regard the spilling of my blood for the 
sake of Christ no more than the bite of a fly," but 
warned the furious man of the most awful conse- 
quences on his own part. The man was near 
enough to strike him, but Mr. Easter dared him to 
strike, telling him what God would do if he laid 
the weight of his hand upon him. The man's 
countenance changed — ^he presently turned round 
and walked off. " I told you the devil is a cow- 
ard," said Mr. Easter, as the crest-fallen man with- 
drew. These, sir, may serve as specimens of the 
displays of divine power which attended the min- 
istry of that dear friend of ours. 

In 1788, Iwaa appointed to Mecklenburg Circuit. 
This was a fortunate station for me. Mr. Cox, with 
whom I was appointed to travel, was an instructor 
and father to me. The old professors knew how to 
sympathize with young preachers. It looked to me 
like they wished to bear a part of the cross for me. 
In this circuit there were many deeply-experienced 
Christians, by whose walk and conversation I prof- 
3* 
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ited much. I hope I shall never forget how sweetly 
they used to talk of the triumpha of grace and the 
love of Jesas. After a sufficient trial, I expected 
the preachers would be convinced that I never 
would make a profitahle preacher; that I should by 
that means return to the comforts which I had left 
behind. But the year rolled round, and I was 
"continued on trial." The dear people seemed un- 
willing to part with me, for we had spent some 
sweet moments together. 

In 1789, 1 took my station in Cumberland Circuit, 
Virginia, where I traveled part of the year, and then 
was moved by the Presiding Elder to Mecklenburg, 
an adjoining circuit, where I traveled the year before. 
During this year my doubts with regard to my 
call to the ministry subsided in a great measure. I 
began to enjoy a tolerable degi'ee of comfort in my 
calling. The members of the Church were very 
kind, and we saw, in some degree, the fruit of our 
labor. The old members were quickened, and new 
ones added. 

But a painful affliction of another nature arose. 
A dimive spirit began to torment us. Methodism 
bad progressed beyond all expectation. The few 
Church-regulations which were adapted to the in- 
fant state of the Church would by no means cover 
all the cases that a rapid increase of preachers and 
people brought forth. The year before, a delegated 
number had been appointed to form regulations to 
meet our present difficulties.* They had met. 
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Our Presiding Elder (Jamea O'Eelly) was one of 
the number. And they had unanimously agreed 
to a plan which was to be laid before the Confer- 
ences of the year, to be adopted or rejeeted. But 
before the Conference came on, Mr. O'Kelly 
changed hia mind, and began, in oar private inter- 
views, to inform me of the imminent danger of 
near-approaching ruin which our then flourishing 
Church would in all probability suffer; that this 
mischief had itself a cause, which, according to un- 
equivocal indications, was the want of religion in 
a party of leading characters in the ministry — your- 
self, sir, at the head of them — whose unbounded 
thirst for power and money, as I understood him, was 
to pull down destruction on the Church of God. 

I then had, and still have, atender regard for 
the prosperity of Zion, and watched whatever I 
thought would injure her, with a jealous eye. I 
examined what our delegates, had done, and formed 
the best judgment I could, according to mj in- 
formation, and disapproved of the plan. This gave 
weight to the private representation of my Pre- 
siding Elder. 

On my way to the Conference in Petersburg, I 
fell in company with him and several other preach- 
ers, who held a consultation on the way, and also 
after we reached town, and pretty well determined 
the business before it came up for action in the 
Conference. However, you arrived and laid that 
business before us. The result was, as you very 
well know, we rejected it altogether, and refused to 
adopt any accommodating plan. 
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But I was somewhat disappointed ; for instead of 
brealiing out like a tyrant, you proposed us all for 
deacon's orders. "We elected each other, and the 
greater numter of the preachers of that District 
were ordained to the office of deaeon, and ap- 
pointed to the several eircnita, with our former 
Presiding Elder at our head, on the south side of 
James River. 

In 1790, I was appointed to travel with Jesse 
!N"icho!son, on Portsmouth Circuit; but was re- 
moved, and spent the latter part of the year with 
William Spencer, on Surry Circuit. This was a 
year of much comfort to ray soul. I found an af- 
fectionate people indeed: many were deeply ex- 
perienced saints, who were a blessing to me. "As 
iron aharpcneth iron," so did the conversation of 
those brethren provoke me to love and good works. 
I found father, mother, brother, and sister, indeed 
and in truth. It was my moat and drink to employ 
my spare moments in study. Fasting and prayer 
was a pleasure. I had an almost uninterrupted 
heaven below. The work of the Lord prospered 
in our hands, particularly in the latter part of the 
year. A considerable number of members was 
added to the societies. When elders rule well, 
they are to be counted worthy of double honor, and 
esteemed very highly in lovo for their work's sake. 
But alas, my greatest affliction in those days came 
from where I ought to have had comfort! When 
my old friend (Mr. O'K.) visited us, much of the 
spare time was taken up in private communication 
and consultation, the subject-matter of which was 
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"the manners of a party which more and more 
manifested the badness of their policy and princi- 
ples, and must," as he said, "sooner or later, inev- 
itably ruin the Church of God." The result wae a 
proclamation, summoning alt the preachers to meet 
in Mecklenburg on a certain day. 

It was in the interval of Conference, and was a 
new thing among ns ; but the occasion was thought 
to be of such importance as to justify it. We met 
according to order, and formed a council. Our 
Elder told us much. He met with some opposition, 
but this gave much pain. A conclusion was formed 
in opposition to the offensive "party," and our old 
friend thought the preachers left much united, with 
one or two exceptions, who were supposed to be 
"creatures of the party." Our demand was a Gen- 
eral Conference. 

I really loved God, and sought the welfare of his 
Church, and was therefore disposed to listen to 
her complaints. The old gentleman (Mr. O'K.) I 
looked upon as her friend — her mouth; and so 
great was my confidence in him, that his word was 
next to gospel with me. I heard him, and believed 
what I heard. Upon hearing one side of the story 
only, so far as I received the report, I had to give 
up my confidence in the "party preachers" — or 
the "Bishop and his creatures," as they were 
called. 

Perhaps you may remember, that about this time 
I informed you that I had lost confidence in your- 
self At least, I shall never forget your answer, 
which was, "I do not wonder at that, brother: 
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BometimeB we can see with our eyea ; aometimes we 
can see only with our ears." 

But, alas ! with the loss of confidence, I began 
insensibly to lose ray love for "the Bishop and his 
creatures"— in reality, my best friends, misrepre- 
sented; which prepares the way and leads into the 
worst of miseries. And this, sir, I conceive to he 
one of the broadest, foulest blots of the schismatic 
spirit. For " God is love, and whoso dwelleth in 
love dweUcth in God, and God in him." And "by 
this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, 
because ye love one another." But love began to 
fail. 

At the nest Conference, (1791,) I was stationed on 
Amelia Circuit. Here, as well as I remember, our 
Conference was changed from the spring, and the 
next was appointed to meet on Christmas hoHday. 
I have nothing of particular importance to remark 
on this station. I enjoyed peace of mind, and com- 
fortable fellowship with those among whom I la- 
bored. We began to have some hope of a General 
Conference, to adjust our conflicting opinions; and 
our fears began to subside. 

Decmher, 1791.— Conference met at Lane's 
Chapel. Peace seemed to gladden our hearts. 
"We were informed that a General Conference was 
to meet the following November; that diflerences 
were adjusted, and our old. friend was satisfied. 

I expect you have not forgotten the joy that ap- 
peared in the Conference among the young preach- 
ers. Here I was ordained to the office of an elder, 
and appointed to Greenville Circuit, which went 
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thi-ougli my old neighborhood. This was the first 
station that I felt my will opposed to. It fixed me 
in the midst of my old acquaintances, many of 
whom were in our societies before me, and consid- 
ered themselves my superiors. It was a sifting 
time in those parts, and I expected some of them 
would have to be excluded. This I feared they 
would not bear &om me, which was the cause of 
my unwillingness, to go to that circuit. But in this 
I was disappointed. I believe I never went through 
the business of a circuit with more ease. Although 
many, were turned out, there were no fixed preju- 
dices in consequence of the administration, that I 
know of. True, we had but few additions to the 
Church this year; yet we had many sweet and 
precious meetings. The work of sanetifieation re- 
vived. While I was preaching from "Sanctify 
them through thy truth— thy word is truth," a 
local preacher cried aloud for the blessing. When 
I came to that place again, he professed to be sanc- 
tified, and zealously and profitably enforced the 
doctrine. I went home with him from meeting. 
He conversed of death as a thing familiar and at 
hand. He professed to have only one wish, which 
was that he might be favored with a quick passage 
from this to the other world. He was a smith by 
trade. I parted with him to see him no more. Be-, 
fore I returned again, he was killed by a flash of 
lightning, in the presence of several persons, while 
standing over his fire. Thus the Lord granted his 
desire, and took him to rest. 
Happily disappointed in my expected troubles on 
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this circuit, blessed with refreshing showers of 
grace, and, as I thought, with peace among our- 
aelves, our old friend came roand. Our hearts were 
glad at the sight. But instead of confirming the 
peace we were told of at the Jast Conference, and 
training me up in the way I ought to go, alas ! the 
old subject was introduced, and I was informed that 
you were not sincere in the peace concluded; that 
it was a political contrivance— the real design being 
to gratify your ambition, by a method which was to 
ruin the Church. I was unfortunate enough to 
believe the report, and from this time counteract- 
ing measures were consulted. 

In November, 1792, the General Conference came 
on. Soon after I left my circuit to attend it, I fell 
in company vrith our Elder, and one or two others. 
At OoL Clayton's the number increased. William 
Spencer and S. Cowles were sent forward — only 
two were permitted to continue in company with 
the Elder. I was one of the favored number. We 
atTived at the seat of the General Conference, and 
were appointed to lodge together. Conference 
commenced. Division of sentiment, indeed! Our 
lodging-room was a council-chamber. Evil was de- 
termined against the Connection, justified by the 
supposition that the Bishop and his creatures were 
working the ruin of the Church to gratify their 
pride and ambition. 

The old gentlemen broke off. ■ I aud some others 
obtained liberty of the Conference to return home, 
and set out for Virginia. We had many consulta- 
tions, were often confused in our deliberations; and 
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the rest of the company having left us, the oM gen- 
tleman and myself traveled the greater part of the 
way together. He unfolded his plan. It was to be 
"a glorious Church" — "no slavery," etc., etc. 

But it was founded upon the supposition that a ru- 
inous government was being introduced by the rev- 
olutionizing Conference he had left. The supposed 
design of the Bishop answered to the root, and the 
more ingenious of our cabinet discovered the 
trunk and all the branches of this tree. It was 
•■'■dark" — it was "popery"! It was a horrible thing! 
■ But different conclusions followed. One S. D. 
resolved to attend the approaching District Confer- 
ence, and take his station. Three broke off from 
the Connection, and set up in opposition to it. . 
Keither of. these methods would satisfy. me. I 
therefore refused to take a regular station at Con- 
ference, because I expected to reject the "mon- 
strous system" when it should appear; but met you 
and the Presiding Elder a few days after Confer- 
ence, and took a station. 

I was stationed in the city of Norfolk; and how 
was I surprised, in the course of the year, to find the 
form of discipline entirely different from what I had 
expected, and also to find just cause to begin to 
withdraw my confidence from my old and best-he- 
loved friend! Now I began to feel like one out at 
sea without a compass. Urged by my professed 
friend to leave my station and not appear at Con- 
ference, and shot at by some of my real but inju- 
dicious friends, my condition was delicate and 
unpleasant. But Ira Ellis, my Presiding Elder, 
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was a comfort to me. From him I obtaioed in- 
formation and counsel wliich were of inestimable 
value to mo in my dilemma. In fine, it is my opin- 
ion that the Church ia much indebted to Infinite 
Gfoodneas for a man of hia wisdom and prudence at 
that day. 

On thia critical station the Lord waa singularly 
good to me. In the midat of my confusion, I had 
aecesa to the throne of grace, and wae enabled to 
preach. Mercy and power attended the word, and 
the people were bleased ; ao that I ha^ refreshing 
cordials in the midat of many bitter draughts. 

W"m. MoKbndbee. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Mr. McKendree joins the Virginia Coafercnco, 178T^Appuinted 
to Mecklenburg Ciiouit — Burchett, MasBie, Valentine Cook, 

■ and John MoGcc admitted the same lime — Numbers in Society 
— Conference of 1789— Cumberland Circuit — Conference of 1790 
— Ordained deacon — The Council a failure — Appointed to Ports- 
moQth Circuit — liflv. D. Jarratt — Extracts from Diary. 



Y genuine conversion to God is characterized 
by love to God and man ; and aa the first leads to 
adoration and filial obedience to the divine will, so 
the second induces an earnest desire for the welfare 
of others, and efforts to do them good. They are 
at once the evidence of Christian experience, and 
the guarantee of practical goodness. The demon- 
stration of their existence, and of their divine 
origin, is seen in the purity of the lives of those 
who profess conversion, for "every man that hath 
this hope in him, purifieth himself, even as he is 
pure." These traits of regeneration were exhibited 
by young McKendree. In the artless narrative 
given from his own pen, in the preceding chapter, 
we have had portrayed hi'a conviction, conversion, 
and sanctification. Shortly after his profession of 
religion, he began to converse with his friends and 
associates, telling them what God had done for his 
soul, and persuading them to come to Christ. He 
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conld not be silent nor idle. Christ was so preeioua, 
religion so important, and ein so ruinous, he most 
apeak and work. Jealty to God and duty to his 
neighbor demanded it. Soon he was found taking 
part in the public religious exercises, such as prayer- 
meetings, love-feasts, and class-meetings. I'ruits of 
his labors began to appear; many were convicted 
and converted. Presently Ma mind became pain- 
fully excited upon the subject of preaching; and 
the fact that many of his most devoted and intelli- 
gent friends, both in the laity and among the 
preachers, believed he was called of God to the 
ministiy, increased this excitement. Mr. Easter, 
his spiritual father, fully concurrrd in this senti- 
ment, and urged him to go with him around the 
circuit. He yielded and started, but became so 
increasingly fearful lest he should go without the 
divine warrant for his mission, that he gave way to 
hia fears, and returned home before the round was 
completed. Deeply did he love the cause of God, 
but so humble were his views of his fitness for the 
holy office, that he shrunk from it. He had been 
taught to associate a classical education and a theo- 
logical training with the exercise of the ministry. 
He had only aa English education. 

And then, the responsibilities of the ministry 
were alarming to his sensitive and modest mind. 
Afraid to go forward, and yet dreading the result of 
refusing to do so, he was, to use his own language, 
" tossed to and fro." "While in this distressed state 
of mind, the Virginia Conference came on, and, 
unable to attend to business on account of the 
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anguish of his spirit, he went to Petersburg, the 
seat of the Conference. He had been converted 
only about nine months, and had no formal recom- 
mendation. The preachers and Presiding Elder, 
who knew him well, recommended him for admis- 
sion on trial in the itinerant work. The Confer- 
ence session was held with closed doors, and ho 
seems not to have been aware of the result. At 
the close of the Conference, the doors were thrown 
open, and visitors entered the room— he among the 
rest. Bishop Asbnry, after his usual concise and 
solemn address to the preachers, proceeded to read 
out the Appointments, and William McKendree was 
announced for Mecklenburg Circuit. This was cer- 
tainly a summary process, for there is no evidence 
that he had either been recommended to the Con- 
ference by the Society, or licensed as a local 
preacher. And as he never located, he never was 
a local preacher. 

After a severe mental struggle, and with many 
misgivings as to his call and fitness for the work, 
he determined to undertake it ; and having resolved 
to make the attempt, with an humble and trembling 
heart he entered at once upon its duties. His name 
therefore appears for the first time in the General 
Minutes as having been "received on trial" in the 
Virginia Conference in 1788 ' The following is his 
own statement of his feelings at this period : 
^ "I went immediately to the circuit to which I 
was appointed, relying more upon the judgment of 
experienced ministers in whom I confided than in 
any clear convictions of my call to the work; and 
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■when I yielded to their judgment, I determined not 
to deceive them, but to retire so soon as I should be 
convinced that I was not, called of God ; and to 
conduct myself in such a manner that, if I failed, 
my friends might be satisfied it was not for want 
of effort on my part, but that their judgment wae 
not well founded. This resolution supported me 
under many doubts and fears, for entering upon 
the vfork of a traveling preacher neither removed 
my doubts nor the difficulties that attended my 
labors. Sustained by a resolution to make a full 
trial, I resorted to fasting and prayer, and waited 
for the kind friends who had charge of me to dis- 
miss mo from the work. , Bui I waited in vain. In 
this state of suspense my reasoning might have 
terminated in discouraging and ruinous conclusions, 
had I not been comforted and sustained by the 
manner my aged and experienced brethren received 
me, by the manifest presence of God in our meet- 
ings, and by communion with my Saviour in private 
devotion. In this way I became satisfied, at last, 
of my call to the ministry, and that I was moving 
in the line of duty." 

The Rev. M. Thrift, of Petersburg, Virginia, 
among several incidents in the life of Mr. ■ Mc- 
Kendree, with which he has kindly favored the 
writer, gives the following facts: "The first ser- 
mon ever preached by him was at the house of 
Robert Tenable, in the county of Prince Edward. 
During his first year's labor, he was much de- 
pressed in spirits, and was on the point of relin- 
quishing his work as an itinerant, but his friends — 
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and especially the Venables — oneonraged him to go 
on. He waa greatly beloved wherever he labored. 
One great cause why he obtained such a firm hold 
upon the affections of the people, was his mild and 
conciliating manners." 

James O'Kelly waa his first Presiding Eider, and 
Philip Cox, who had the charge of the circuit, waa 
his first colleague. Mr. Cox seems to have been an 
excellent man, and proved a great blessing to his 
less experienced associate. His piety, prudence, 
amiability, and perseverance were of inestimable 
importance in forming the habits and molding 
the character of his junior brother. He was fortu- 
nate also in having his first year's work among 
such a community aa he found on Mecklenburg 
Circuit. 

The prominent members of the Church sympa- 
thized with him, esteemed him highly, and sustained 
him by their counsels and their prayers. His fears 
and doubts began gradually to subside. The convic- 
tion deepened in his mind that to preach the gospel 
was essential to his own happiness ; and as he was 
constrained to believe that his efforts were crowned 
with the blessing of God in the conversion of souls, 
his feelings became much relieved as to his duty 
before the year closed. 

The whole number of Methodists in America 
when Mr. McKendree joined them — white and col- 
ored — was only about twenty-five thousand. The 
following year (1788) added fifty per cent, to this 
number, giving the result of the glorious revival in 
Virginia. The number of preachers increased 
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nearly in the same proportion : forty-eight were ad- 
mitted on trial at this Conference. 

His first year'a work closed. God had been with 
him, and his charge was relactant to part with him. 
The agony of his mind was subsiding, the clouds 
wore beginning to give place to sunshine, and his 
heart was becoming satisfied to work, and, if need 
be, to suffer and die in the Lord's vineyard. 

Among the number admitted on trial with Mr. 
McKendree at the Conference in 1788, were Henry 
Eurchett, Peter Massie, Valentine Cook, and John 
McGee; all of whom, like himself, were, in after 
years, laborers in the West. The first two, after 
having toiled and suffered for a few years in the 
western frontiers, died in the work — and died in 
great peace. The remains of the first repose in an 
old grave-yard, overgrown with briers and bushes, 
in the midst of a large field, about three miles below 
IJ'ashville, Tennessee. Some kind hand erected a 
simple tomb-stone, and inscribed it with his initials. 
His biography says of him — and it is among the 
earliest found in the Minutes — " He was a gracious, 
happy, useful man, who freely offered himself for 
four years' service on the dangerous stations of 
Kentucky and Cumberland. He was one among 
the worthies who freely left ease, safety, and pros- 
perity to seek after and suffer faithfully for souls. 
His meekness, love, labors, prayers, tears, sermons, 
and exhortations will not be soon forgotten." He 
died 1794. 

Mr, Massio also died near Kashville, and his rest- 
ing-place is about three miles south-west of that 



,1 Google 



Bisiiop m'kendreb, 7S 

city. After laboriug faithfully in the ministry for 
three yeare, "he obtained what he desired — a sud- 
den death — by falhng from his seat," and immedi- 
ately expiring. He was a deeply afRicted, devout, 
and useful man. 

Valentine Cook, after traveling in the Virginia 
Conference several years, came to Kentuclty, and 
was a remarkably devoted and useful preacher. He 
was a learned man — rather eccentric in his manners, 
mighty in the Scriptures, and labored extensively 
and very successfully in planting Methodism in the 
West. His memory is a sweet savor throughout 
the region of his labors. The author has reason to 
remember him, and to revere and love him. He 
sleeps in the soil of Kentucky. 

John McGee was one of the principal instruments 
of the great revival of 1800 in the West, and was 
distinguished by his sternly simple manners, his 
purity of life, and the power of his appeals to the 
heart. He was father-in-law to Thomas Logan 
Douglass, and died at an advanced age, in Smith 
county, Tennessee, greatly and justly respected. 

Such were the men with whom Mr. McKendree 
entered the ministry. That band, remarkable for 
their primitive simplicity of deportment, their 
gravity, zeal, and fidelity to their mission, have all 
passed away ; their privations, toils, and persecu- 
tions are over. The battle was a hard one, but it 
is ended, and they have the victory which insures 
an eternity of bliss. 

At the Virginia Conference, held in Petersburg, 
and which began April 20, 1789, Bishops Coke and 
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Asbnry were both present. Mr. MeKendree re- 
ceived hi8 appointment to the Cumberland Circuit, 
with John Barker in charge as his colleague, and 
James O'Kelly for his Elder. His field of labor 
lay on James Eiver, and principally in Washington 
county, Virginia. This seems to have been a very 
agreeable circuit, and he found here many kind 
friends, and was, generally, warmly received. But, 
as was customary at that period, he was taken from 
that circuit after he had been there six months, and 
was returned to Mecklenburg, the scone of his labors 
during the previous year. This fact is evidence of 
the error of the tradition which represents him as 
having bocnaa nnacceptable young preacher, in- 
asmuch as his Presiding Elder would not have re- 
appointed him to the same field of labor, where he 
must have known he would not be well received, 
and consequently not useful. 

We have, however, but little reliable information 
as to his course during this year. That he was a 
close and methodical student, punctual to all his 
engagements, and devoted to his work, none will 
doubt who knew him. "With characteristic mod- 
esty, he confesses that he was not only treated with 
marked kindness by hia charge, bat that he " saw 
fruit of his labors." One important fact is clearly 
developed in his history: that during this year he 
became fully satisfied that it was his duty to preach 
the gospel, and that be dismissed all those harass- 
ing fears which had tormented hia mind upon this 
subject. Henceforth we shall find him unreservedly 
and cheerfully giving all his energies of soul and 
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body to his holy vocation, until he "ceased at once 
to work and live." 

The Conference was again held at Petershurg, in 
1790, and began on the 14th of June. Here he was 
admitted into full connection, and ordained a dea- 
con.* Mr. Asbury, in his Journal, says of this 
Conference: "All was peace until the Council wa8 
mentioned. The young men appeared to be en- 
tirely under the control of the Elders, and turned 
it out-of-doors. I was weary, and felt but little 
freedom to apeak on the subject. This business is 
to be explained to every preacher ; and then it must 
be carried through the Conferences twenty-four 
times— that is, through all the Conferences for two 
years.' ' 

The Council here alluded to had been originated 

* The following is a copy of the oi'i^nal certificate of his ordi- 
nation : 

Know all Men by these Presents, That I Franoia Ashury, 
Bishop of the Methodist Epiaeopal ChurcW under the protection 
of Almighty GOD, and with a Single Bye i« his Glory, by the 
Impoaitioa of my Hands, and Prayer, did, on the day of the date 
hereof, set apart 

"William McKendroe 
for the office of a Deacon in the said Methodist Episcopal Church 

a man whom we judge to be -well qualified for that work; and 

do hereby reoonunend him to ail whom it may concern, as a 
proper Person to administer the ordinance of Baptism, Marriage, 
and the Burial of the Dead, in the absence of an Elder; and to 
feed the Flock of Christ, so long as his Spirit and Practice are 
Buch as become the Gospel. In Testimony whereof I have here- 
unto set my Hand and Seal, thia fifteenth day of June, 

One thousand seven hundred and ninety. 

Fkanojs [seal] Asbury. 
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the year before, and was designed aa a remedy foi 
two difficulties. 1. The great extension of the 
work rendered it quite inconvenient for all the 
preachers to meet together annually. 2. Each 
Conference claimed the right of a distinct and sep- 
arate power, and regarded nothing aa binding, ex- 
cept the ordination and stationing of the preachers, 
unless sanctioned by all the Conferences. The 
condition of the Conferences was somewhat similar 
to that which the several States of our Confederacy 
held to each other before the adoption of the fed- 
eral Constitution. The various Conferences, al- 
though allied to each other by agreement as to 
creed, and the moral and religious objects of Meth- 
odism, and also by recognizing the authority of the 
Bishops as chief pastors in conferring ordination 
and making the appointments, claimed and ex- 
ercised supreme control upon all questions not ex- 
pressly intrusted to the Bishops and the General 
Conference. As a matter of course, no rule or reg- 
ulation affecting the general interests of the Church 
or the itinerancy could be made, changed, or re- 
pealed — nor could any new enterprise be attempted 
— until it had been agreed to and adopted by each 
Annual Conference. To avoid these serious incon- 
veniences, and promote unity and efficiency, the 
plan was adopted to hold a Gov3icil, consisting of 
not less than nine, of which the Bishops and the 
Presiding Elders throughout the Connection should 
bo members. This General Council, representing 
the whole work, was invested with "authority to 
mature every thing they shall judge expedient. 1. 
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To preserve the general union. 2. To render and 
preserve the external form of vrorBhip similar 
thronghont the Connection. 3. To preserve the es- 
sentials of Methodist doctrines and discipline pnro 
and nnoorrnpted. 4. To correct all abases and dis- 
orders. And, lastly, to mature every thing they 
may see necessary for the good of the Church, and 
for promoting and improving our colleges and plan 
of education." This plan, in the absence of a dele- 
gated General Conference— which seems not yet to 
havehoen thought of— was certainly an improve- 
ment upon the state of things previously existing. 
But unfortltnately there was a provision in the plan 
which not only required unanimity in the Council, 
hut which, moreover, declared that "nothing so as- 
sented to by the Council shall be binding in any 
District until it has been agreed upon by a majority 
of the Conference held tor that District." These 
provisions neutralized the utility of the whole ar- 
rangement. By requiring all the acts of the Coun- 
cil to be adopted by the District Conferences, 
nothing was gained, as to time, over the old system. 
And, as mumwitj/ could scarcely bo expected among 
so large a number of independent bodies, in refer- 
ence to complicated measures connected with the 
interests of a Church spreading over the continent, 
there was likewise no increased security for the 
harmonious and effective eoiiperation of the whole 
body. The object of these nnfortunate provisions 
was a laudable desire to maintain Cmferaia-miUs ; 
but it was done at the sacriice of union and energy. 
The manner by which the objects of its authors 
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was sought to be secured, rendered the plan liable 
to attacks, and exposed them to the shafts of the 
captious. As a political arrangement, it was a 
blunder — being not at al! adapted to the necessities 
of the Church, or the spirit of the times. It at- 
tempted to unite — without any sinister design on 
the part of its pure-minded advocates — the aris- 
tocratic with the moat unlimited democratic ele- 
ment. A "Maturing Council" composed of Bishops 
and ikdr appointees, was the aristocratic principle — 
the purely democratic feature was found in the fact 
that each District Conference had an unqualified 
veto power. This plan might answer for the Inde- 
pendents, and for all who adopt the Congregational 
system of Church-government, but could only re- 
sult in discord and disaster in a Church which 
seeks to accomplish the benevolent mission of 
Christianity by a concentration of her influence. 

In justice to Mr. Asbury, and those who con- 
curred with that sagacious and pure-hearted man in 
recommending this measure, it should be stated that 
at first all the Conferences received the plan with 
approbation, and under a different state of things, 
and with some modifications, it would have been a 
very useful arrangement; but after two years' trial, 
it was abandoned by common consent. 

The first session of this Council was held at 
Cokesbury, on the 1st of December, 1789, consist- 
ing of Richard Ivy, from Georgia; E. Ellis, South 
Carolina; E. Morris, North Carolina; Philip Bruce, 
Northern District of Virginia; James O'Kelly, 
Southern District of Virginia; L. Green, Ohio; Nel- 
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BOH Reid, "Western Shore, Maiyland; J. Everett, 
Eastern Shore; John Dickens, Pennsylvania; J. 0. 
Cromwell, ifew Jersey; and Freetorn Garrettaon, 
Kew York. Bisliop Asbury says, "Ail our business 
was done in harmony and love." "The concerns of 
the college," "the printing business," "economy," 
"union," "funds for our suffering preachers on 
the western frontiers," etc., were subjects dis- 
cussed and acted on at this meeting; and no doubt 
tbeir action was wise and necessary. But alas! we 
have already seen how easily all their schemes were 
rendered abortive by tbe action of the Virginia 
Conference. 

There is much significance in the laconic remark 
of Bishop Asbury, attributing the defeat of the 
"Council" to the influence of tho Elders over the 
young preachers. "We have already seen that Mr. 
James O'Kclly was a member of this Council, was 
present at its session, and sanctioned its sugges-, 
tions. But, unfortunately for his reputation, as' 
well as for the peace of the Church in "V"irginia, he 
had scarcely returned to his District before he' 
changed his mind and began a course of systematic 
opposition. "Whether this desertion of his col- 
leagues, and, at first, covert war against the very 
measures he had sustained in the Council, resulted 
from a conviction of their impropriety, or of op- 
position to the Council itself, or (which is more 
probable still) fi-om jealousy of Bishop Asbury's 
growing influence, coupled with aii inordiuat-e 
thirst for popularity, must be left to the decision of 
the reader. But certainly his subsequent conduct 
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exhibits him in a very questionable light. If 
opposed to the principle involved in tha organi- 
zation of the Council, he had time and opportnni- 
tiea enough to form and express hia convictions, 
without subjecting himself to the charge of gross 
incousiatencj. If his objections were founded on 
the ads of the Council, he should have opposed 
them in the session of the Council, where one dis- 
sent would have defeated them. But we are con- 
strained to the conclusion that other and less 
worthy motives dictated his factious course. He 
may not have been fully aware of the secret springs 
of his feelings and actions at the beginning of his 
defection, but charity itself, although it can "cover 
a multitude of sins," can scarcely be so blind as not 
to perceive that his course is irreconcilable with 
candor and Christian integrity. 

He was an old preacher, of fine talents, and 
wielded a great influence over the younger preach- 
ers. He had evidently laid the train for the ruin of 
Bishop Asbury's favorite plan, and the explosion 
began at this Conference. This was, however, but 
the beginning — the end is not yet. 

At the Conference of 1790, Mr. McKendree was 
appointed to Portsmouth Circuit, with Jesse Nich- 
olson for his colleague, and James O'Kelly for his' 
Elder. His narrative of this year's work, of his 
transfer to Surry Circuit, and of the pleasure and 
spiritual profit he enjoyed, have been stated in his 
letter to Bishop Ashury. 

The Diary of Mr. McKendrce, which now lies 
before the writer, begins May 7, 1790. 
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To those who recollect the mannerB of Mr. Me- 
Eenilree after he heeame a bishop, it may he sur- 
prising to learn that one who was usually placid, so 
philosophically self-posseBsed and bland, whether in 
the parlor, the pulpit, or in the chair, was remark- 
able for the austerities which he imposed upon him- 
self, and the fervor, almost verging upon excessive 
enthusiasm, which marked his early ministerial his- 
tory. A few quotations from his Diary are given, 
not certainly to condemn, but to illustrate truth- 
fully the depth and earnestness of his piety and zeal : 
"Friduy, May 7, 1790.— This being fast-day— a day 
I much delight in, because it is a day on which 
Jesus often feeds my soul— I rose early, while it 
was yet dark, and went into the field for prayer and 
meditation— returned to the house, and after family 
prayer, sat down closely to reading, writing, and 
prayer. The day proved very rainy. I have no 
watch; and having risen so early, and a few per- 
sons having come too soon, we mistook the time 
of day, and began the meeting : a precious meeting 
we had indeed." This meeting, it seems, was held 
in a private house, and after they had closed the 
exercises, and had waited an hour or two, and 
"just as dinner was set, the people began to 
come to meeting." Mortified at his mistake, but 
not discouraged, he postponed the dinner-arrange- 
ments, and proceeded to hold another meeting. 
This seems to have been the better of the two, for 
he adds, "The great Jehovah poured heaven all 
over lis, until I, as well as the rest, was filled, over- 
run," etc., etc. 
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^.^.^y, 8th.— Deep solemnity and heart-agony 
rested on me. how I pant after more of God ! 
Went to meeting ; found very few ; spoke from, '0 
Absalom, my son, my son ! ' etc. Felt like I wanted 
to send ' rivers of tears ' to the ends of the earth ; 
returned and went Into the preacher's room, and 
Jesus met me. All my sorrow was emptied into 
his hoaom, and I had access to a throne of grace." 
Having gone into the woods on that afternoon to 
read and pray in solitude, he says, "My heart 
burned, hut this did not suffice. I tried this way, 
and that, until at last I got into an agony of prayer. 
agony ! pain !~0 sweet pain ! how the 
flesh dreads agonizing prayer!. But I am convinced 
there is no getting nigh nor keeping close to God 
without it." 

"Sunday, 9th. — Had a comfortable time in the 
morning, and set off with some brethren to love- 
feast atBrother Young's meeting-house; had sweet, 
refreshing showers by the way; got within a few 
miles, and saw such numbers on the way, and the 
road so trodden, I felt an awe ; and Satan ofiered 
me a temptation, hut I absolutely refused to receive 
it ; turned into the woods, and in a beautiful valley 
fell at Jesus' feet. He opened heaven, and filled 
my soul with such victorious joys, that the fear of 
men and of devils vanished. As I stepped into the 
door, I felt like God was there," etc. "At night 
had prayer-meeting— a time of the Lord's power- 
Christians shouting, and my soul delighted," etc. 
""Went to bed about 11 o'clock. The Lord waked 
me, as usual ; regardless of interrupting preachera 
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or people, I praiBed the Lord, and went to bed 
again." This is an allusion to hij habit of nBing 
from his bed every nigbt for devotion. 

'•Mondat/, 10th.— Waked at the break of day ; ad- 
dressed the throne of grace; went over a qnarter 
of a mile to a fine stream, and listened to the mar- 
muring waters, and singing birds; sent a volley of 
praise to Jesus, with strong cries for euoh things as 
I stood in need of Began searching my heart by 
the following questions : 

"1. For what have I left dear parents, family con- 
nections, and all that is dear to me? Ans. Not for 
applause, nor money, nor yet to spread my name, 
r.or for any sinister view ; but 1. lor peace to my 
soul- 2. To obey God; without which I cannot 
keep peace; and, 3. It by any means I may be 
helpful to sinners in my generation. 

"2. "Why do you exert yourself in reading, pray- 
ing, and meditating so much? Ans. Hot to merit 
heaven, nor to recommend me to God's favor, nor 
yet Ho be seen of men;' hut to become more and 
more acquainted with the word of God, and the 
, Spirit of God. 

" 3. How long do you intend to stand it ! Am. 
As long as lireaihe." 

On the 18th, Mr. O'Kelly came to his appoint- 
ment, and preached for him; and from the follow- 
ing remarks in his Diary, no doubt Mr. O'Kelly 
endeavored privately, and under the guise of confi- 
dence, to weaken his attachments to Mr. Asbury 
and the government of the Ohnrcb. He wrote 
thus : 
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" But, poor preachera ! when they come together, 
and begin to unbosom themselves, and look into 
their distresses, there is grief indeed ! Such a time 
of trouble I have not felt. Heavy clouds rising ; ihrni- 
der begins to rumble, and lightning flash : siwh gloomy 
prospects J never saw before," etc. 

What a pity that one so pure and artless should 
be brought under the inflaence of a jealous, sour, 
intriguing old preacher ! Here is more of it : 

"Wednesday, 19th. — Brother O'Kelly preached 
again : surely, the greatest seiTnon I ever heard. 
The dear old man got his bitter ewp sweetened, and 
his soul inflamed. This evening the preachers got 
together again, and the griefs returned again : went 
to bed sorrowful." 

Tea, here is an elder poisoning the minds of the 
young preachers against Mr, Aebury, and other 
holy men, assuming extraordinary piety and love 
for Methodism, leading these unsuspecting souls to 
regard Mr, Asbury as despotic and mercenary, and 
plotting the overthrow of the very system for which 
he had lately voted in Council. "What a Presiding 
Elder ! A wolf in charge of Iambs ! 

On Thursday, June 10th, he took leave of his 
charge, and started for Conference; met with Mr. 
O'Kelly, and continued with him to Petersburg, 
On the way, fell in company with a good many of 
his brethren going to Conference. Of course, Mr, 
O'Kelly could not lose so good an opportunity to 
carry out his miserable designs. Here is the indi- 
cation of it: 

"IViday, llth. — Brother O'Kelly preached from 
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Eom. xi. 33. "We had great preaching, but not so 
happy a time as I have seen ; here met ■with several 
other preachers ; went on after preaching, twelve or 
fifteen miles, to Brother P.'a. Had some weighty mat- 
ters brought before us," etc. 

Who doubts but the "weighty matters brought 
before" them were presented by the Elder? that 
the object was to afflict and depreciate Bishop As- 
bury, and the old preachers who agreed with him, 
by " throwing out of doors " at the ensuing Oonfer- 
encs the recommendations of " the Council?" Thia 
is the way the elders got the " eonti'ol of the young 
preachore." What a lesson does the subsequent 
history of this man teach to ecclesiastical dema- 
gogues ! Let young preachers beware of such men. 

The following extract may be interesting as illus- 
trative of early Conference scenes : 

^''Monday, June 14, 1790. — Got to Petersburg ; 
found Conference sitting,* and the young preachers 
going through their examination ; and to my com- 
fort heard eighteen or twenty received without a 
blemish, after standing their time of probation. In 
the evening, Bishop Asbury read his letters from 
different quarters, which gave accounts of the great 
work of God going on. The Lord made it a time 
of sweetness and power to us in general. At the 

* This Conference was most probably licld in a priyate house, 
aa I learn by a letter ffom the late A. Dibrell, dated Norfolk, 
Virginia, Jan. 26, 1855, that "Bishop McKendree was ordained 
deacon in the house of Mr. Gressett Davis— tlie house now occu 
pied by his daughter, Mrs. Follett. There was at that time no 
Methodist Church in Petersburg." 
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adjonming of the Conference, Mr. Jarratfc, an Epis- 
copalian preacher, who was with ua, went to prayer, 
and a time of shouting we liad." 

"Tuesday, second day of Oonference. — Wc had a pre- 
cious time in the morning. Mr. Jarratt preached at 
11 o'clock. After preaching, seventeen preachers, 
being elected, were called, and presented to the 
Bishop to be ordained deacons. Such a sight I never 
saw before. It was a solemn time indeed, and 
seemed to affect the extensive congregation. I'or 
my own part, I think I was never thus affected be- 
fore. Telt fresh desires and stronger resolutions 
than ever I experienced before to live to God alto- 
gether. The world this day seemed to be left very 
far behind, and my soul encompassed with light." 

His parchment, signed by Bishop Asbury, dated 
June 15, 1790, certifies that he was one of these 
seventeen; although, from an excess of modesty, 
he does, not say so. "A solemn iime, indeed!" 
Doubtless it was peculiarly so to him. It was the 
hoar of his public consecration to the ministry, and 
of the irrevocable vow of self-dedication to the 
"one work" of saving souls. The impression of 
that hour never was erased — that solemn vow never 
violated. Like "Wesley, Coke, and Asbury, he gave 
all his time and energies, to his latest hour, to that 
most noble of all works. 

The Conference over, Mr. McKondree started 
immediately to his new field of labor, and reached 
it in time to fill the first appointment — Sunday, 
June 20th. Notwithstanding the length of the ex- 
tracts already given from his Journal, wc must give 
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one or two more in this connection, aa evincing his 
coarse during this jear. 

"Saturday, 26th. — Awoke this morning at my 
usnal time, and found myself much disordered; 
thought it was prudent to indulge my debilitated 
body with 'a little more sleep, and a little more 
slumber.' But I soon found a fire shut up in my 
bones struggling for vent. I sprang up, fell on my 
knees, and Jesus answered, 'Here am I.' I read 
five chapters on my knees (aa usual) with delibera^ 
tion, and in deep meditation, praying for every five 
verses, and found heaven all around me. I was 
made so senaihle of God'a goodness thati sunk into 
nothing before him, and every breath and thought 
seemed to be prayer or praise ; could scarcely help 
firom bursting into open praise before my strange 
brethren. My heart melted like wax, and my aoul 
was overwhelmed with gratitude." 

In the evening, after Brother Nicholson had 
preached for Mm, he says ; 

"We went on the sea-shore." 80 noble a scene 
never before saluted my eyes ! Aa I approached 
the foaming, raging sea, I observed the waves had 
their 'bounds,' and their Almighty Creator was 
presented to my mind. I cried out. Who would 
refuse to worship such a Qod as this ? All earthly 
objects appear small, except such as raise great 
thoughts about God." 

The incidents noted in his Journal, under date 
of June ?Oth, present a new phase in his character, 
and evince that he possessed both physical and 
moral courage. 
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" WednesdayjSOth. — Had three hardplaeea to preach 
at, where there are no societies. The second, only 
last Sahbath, produced hundreds of hearers ; some 
drunk, some cursing and swearing, and othera of- 
fering the preacher grog ; while he was—as he said 
— on his best behavior, for fear of a whipping. This 
set me all on fire— felt as though a whipping, for 
Ohrisi's sake, would be sweet, with faithful dealing 
with such rebels. I went, and out they camo. No- 
body said to me, 'Alight,' 'Come in the house,' 
or 'Sit down;' (it was a private dwelHng-house.) 
I went right in, put down my things; fixed the 
table to stand by. I felt a fire in my bones, and 
began preaching from Luke xvi. 23, 'And in hell 
he lifted up his eyes, being in torments.' They 
seemed to hear with great attention. I did not 
spare them in the least — many deep sighs mixed 
with tears, A cloud came up, and it began to 
thunder fearfully. I claimed the thunder for my 
God, and bid defiance to every other power — daring 
the rebels then to say one word. The Lord made 
it his time to pierce many of their hard hearts. I 
came off clear—rode through the rain, rejoicing, to 
Cross Roads, and rested from my labors," 

One or two more extracts from his Journal will 
suffice for the present, 

^^ Monday, July 5th. — Sprung from bed at the crack 
of day, when all lay sleeping around me. Hurried 
away with my Bible to the open fields, overspread 
with the curtains of heaven, and prostrated myself 
before the Deity. Felt less than nothing ; wrestled 
in prayer ; run through the fields of meditation ; 
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read ten chapters on my knees, praying fervently 
every five versea. The Lord bowed the heavens, 
and came down to visit me — poured out salvation 
until my soul wa-a fully delighted," etc. 

"Saturday, 10th. — The attributes of the Lord, the 
providence of God, all the holy angels and the 
myriad prayers of thousands of saints are my friends, 
and on my side. Storms and calms, pain and ease, 
persecution and prosperity, life and death — you all 
belong to me through Jesus Christ. Glory, halle- 
lujah ! Jesus is ray beloved. Enough, enough 
"What can daunt my soul vphen Josus says, ' Go ' ' 
I'll 'run to and fro' at his command, in ease or pain, 
and count the sufferings of this life not worth men 
tioning in comparison of the transcendent glories 
to he revealed." 

And so he did run until he found that glory. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Bstracts from hia .Diarj—Preaohes two hours—Vessels in a gal« 
— Feela like a wanderer — Conyersiona — Proaohoa in the open 
air — In Portsmouth and Norfolk— Bauds— Very busy — Chil- 
dren's elaaa — -Duty to baptized children — Self-dedication — 
Emanoipation — la changed to another circuit — "Power" — 
Good-breeding — New circuit — His course of life. 

As the leading object of this biography is to give 
a full and faithful portraiture of this honored and 
oxeellent minister of God, no apology can be neces- 
sary for quoting so frequently from his Diary. It 
would be an unpardonable display of vanity if the 
writer were to aubstituttj hia own description of 
the man for the intellectual and moral daguerreo- 
type which his own writings furnish us. We quote 
his Diary again : 

'^Thursday, 15th. — Feel so little and mean. I go 
through a round of duties, but with bo little life, I 
blush and ask pardon. Eode fifteen miles— found 
a large congregation; preached two hours, and 
thought the time short. The word had a sweet 
efiect. Went into class-meeting ; the people pressed 
up-stairs and begged to be permitted to come in ; 
had a good time — several joined the Church." 

The next sentence reveals the fact that, oven at 
that time, he was subject to a determination of 
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blood to his brain, which, in the decline of life, 
often afflicted him so much as to disqualify him for 
any mental or physical labor: ""Was obliged to go 
to bed before the meeting was over; ate no dinner; 
kept my bed until night ; was bled, and found some 
relief." This indisposition continued several days, 
although he was able to attend his appointments, 
and had some refreshing meetings. 

"Monday, 19th. — Preached at Annapolis to an at- 
tentive people. After meeting, took myself to soli- 
tnde ; found much sweet communion with tho Lord 
on a river bank ; wrestled in prayer ; reading and 
meditating, the place became awfnl, A heavy 
cloud arose very hastily ; the waves ran high ; ves- 
sels hove in sight under furled sails; I sat and 
looked on : never in my life did the great Jehovah 
appear so awfully powerful; my soul shuddered. 
But in the midst, his providential care filled me with 
praise. The rain and clouds soon obscured the 
view; I returned to the house and cast myself at 
Jesus' feet in prayer. During the balance of the 
day I found continual peace in my soul — although 
I mourn on account of my little progress in the 
divine life, and see so few souls getting converted. 
Lord, revive thy work! ' Turn again our captivity, 
O Lord, and we will praise thee ! ' " 

The next quotation indicates a state of feeling in 
which many itinerant preachera can sympathize. 
He was a wanderer from home and loved friends 
for Christ's sake. Like his great Master and pro- 
totype, " he had not where to lay his head." The 
morally sublime and benevolent object of his mis- 
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sioQ was not always appreciated by tliose for whose 
salvation he labored. And even when the melan- 
choly feeling arising from a senae of dependence 
among strangers, which he here expresses, may have 
been groandless as regards the hospitable dispo- 
sition of the people, yet how natural and pardon- 
able the emotion ! 

"Tuesday, 20th.— I'ind myself still very poorly 
and in much pain, yet I mnst go on, for I have no 
place to rest my aching head. Ye sweet birds, sing 
on ; make your nests and raise your young in peace ; 
but I am beholden to others for a place of shelter 
and rest. Eejoice, ye foxes ; sport, ye active lambs; 
the God of nature smiles upon you." But sensible 
that such a strain of feelings may easily mislead 
him, he cheeks them by adding, "Beware of reason- 
ing with Satan ! 

faifliless eoul to reason thoa, 

And mnrmur without end I 
Did Christ expire upon the cross, 

And is lie not your friend ? 
Your Saviour is your real friend 

To tell your aeorets to, 
On hia advice you may depend 

In every thing you do- 

Found a large congregation — lifted my heart to 
Jesus; he answered. In the beginning itwas pain- 
ful to speak, but I soon got well. The power of 
the Lord came down — the word was like fire among 
the people : some that never heard a Methodist be- 
fore, (as I was informed,) sunk to the floor and cried 
for mercy. God bless these yielding sinners ! If I 
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go among them, thej crowd arouud me to see who 
can talk to me. Fourtoen mourners on the floor, 
and two sprung to life ! At night the people 
thronged out, and among the rest a bitter enemy of 
the Methodists. The Lord poured out his Spirit. 
Just ae I began to exhort, one was converted and 
sprung up ;' a shout bursted in the congregation, I 
turned round, and caught the old persecutor in my 
arms. I called upon him to repent, and told him 
he would be damned if he did not." 

" Wednesday, 21st. — So many people came to meet- 
ing, I was compelled to take ray stand under a tree 
in the open air. About the middle of the sermon, 
one fell to the ground. It was a solemn time ; 
joined ten in Society. Although no appointment 
had been made for meeting, I was astonished to see 
a large house crowded with people after dark. I 
risked my health, preached, and found the Lord 
as evidently present as perhaps I ever did in my 
life. The God of Elijah answers by fire ! Two 
souls sprung into life — one backslider professed 
to be reclaimed, and others lay almost like dead 
men. This being a new preaching-place, the 
people were amazed, and gazed as if they saw 
wonders." 

The next three days he spent in Portsmouth and 
l^orfolk, attending class-meetings, and preaching 
when well enough to do so, but still laboring under 
debility and pain. Mention is made of Brother 
IlJ'icholson in Portsmouth, and Martin in Iforfolk, 
as preachers in charge of these places. In the 
former place he became acquainted with a Brother 
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George, and " found him and his family very kind 
and pioua." 

"Tuesdai/, 27th, and Wednesday, 28th.— A little 
comforted in meeting, but generally feel much back- 
wardness to my duty, which is painful to me — but 
not half painful enough. Lord, increase my faith, 
inflame my desires; like a mighty magnet draw 
my whole nature toward thee, that I may run after 
thee in full stretch, with an earnest and expanded 
heart, and take the kingdom of heaven by humble 
violence! Amen, amen." 

^'Thursday, 29th. — 0, this leanness! and the 
worst of all is, I am too contented in it, and too 
much at ease. Lord, pour fire into my soul, and 
heart, and bones! Shut it up there until every 
power is inflamed ! Let me wrestle, and iight, and 
die, rather than sink into a formal spirit of religion !" 

The next q^uotation is a characteristic one : 

"Monday, 2d. — Rest-day ; arose early ; applied 
myself closely to study. There are several persons 
present with whom I have been in company for 
several days, and have endeavored to provoke them 
to good works ; I hope I have succeeded. Last 
evening I formed five bands, one of which wept 
over their leanness, and started with renewed zeal, 
This morning, at breakfest, they told me they rose 
at midnight, walked a mile, and held a band-meeting, 
while I lay asleep. I stood confoundedand ashamed." 

The following extract from his Diary, dated 
Thursday, Aug. 4, 1790, illustrates the character 
of our fathers in the itinerancy, and the secret of 
their success : 
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"Eose early; poured oat my bouI in prayer and 
praise; rode to Portsmouth; met the other preacher, 
and at twelve o'clock met class; had a comfortable 
time, liode into the country and preached at four 
o'clock P.M. Tho power of the Lord was amongst 
the people ; deep solemnity rested on the whole 
congregation; about twelve or fifteen down crying 
for mercy. One was converted, and appeared to be 
as happy as a creature can be. !6eturned to town, 
preached at eight o'clock, and went to rest at half- 
past ten o'clock, much fatigued in body, but with 
perfect calmness of soul." 

Again he -writeB, "lYidaT/, 5th. — Set out soon; 
rode twenty-five miles; preached, met class, and 
classed seventeen children." 

How suggestive is the closing remark ! And may 
not the inquiry he both pertinent and important 
just here, whether, as Methodists, and especially as 
Methodist preachers, we are doing our whole duty 
to our children ? Sunday-schools have done much 
for them ; but ought not the children of our people 
to be placed more fully under the pastoral oversight 
of our preachers in charge ? Should they not form 
children's classes, meet them regularly, instruct, 
exhort, and pray with and for them ? So did young 
McKendree. Is it not time we were all awake to 
the importance of this work? Christ loves "the 
little children" — is angry at those who forbid their 
coming to him — says he is their King, aud his 
kingdom is composed of, or belongs to, such — for 
"of such is the kingdom of heaven" — presents 
them as models to which adults must be assimilated, 
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that they may enter the kingdom — thus recognizing 
their right to the privUegoa of citizenship in hia 
kingdom, and of their eternal salvation except 
upon a forfeiture of these bieseinga. Thus we under- 
stand the great Master; so the great hody of the 
Christian Church understood him down to the Ite- 
formation. Hence the undisputed recognition of 
their right to baptism by the early Church. 

And now, we baptize them, and have done with 
them ! Surely a good shepherd will take care of 
the lambs of his flock. Christ's lambs should have 
our care- 
On Saturday, Aug, 28tb, after preaching and at- 
tending the burial of a friend, he received a packet 
of letters, and among them was one from "a friend," 
which seems to have excited him greatly. What- 
ever may have been the design of this communica^ 
tion, it became a spur to his devotional feelings, and 
called forth the following strong expressions of re- 
newed dedication of himself to the service of God: 
"I feel fresh courage; the 'spwr' provokes (z. e., 
excites) me ; heaven allures me — the Father draws, 
and Jesus bids me come. And what shall prevent? 
Shall tribulation, affliction, or persecution ? N'o. la 
any thing too much to give up, or too dear to part 
fi-om ? Shall chief friends or near connections stay 
me ? 1^0. Shall honor or pleasure 1 I spurn 
them. Shall the riches of Peru or the gold of 
Ophir be thought equal to thine eternal love, 
Lord ? And, with all the rest, I cheerfully make 
the surrender of soul, flesh, and blood, and, at thy 
command, father and mother, brothers and sisters, 
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houses and lands, and (he yoke broke, and tlie oppressed 
go free. And my iife, adorable Jesus, is at thy 
disposal! Al! these do I view as valueless when 
they rise between thee and me. And now, Lord 
God Almighty, grant me one request, for Christ's 
sake ; give me graee ; give me power cheerfully to 
leave them all at thy command." 

Two remarks, suggested by the above quotation, 
may not be considered inappropriate : 

1. W^ithout a frequent and solemn reconseeration 
of himself and of all he has to the service of God, 
no preacher is fitted for his holy work. 

2. There is doubtless an inkling of his feelings 
on the subject of emancipation in the above phrase, 
"The yoke broke — the oppressed go free." 

Mr, McEendree, in common with the whole body 
of his colleagaes in the Methodist ministry, and 
perhaps in the membership, was doubtless sternly 
opposed to the African slave-trade, then carried on 
extensively. The feelings of Mr. "Wesley and of 
Dr. Coke were well understood upon this subject. 
Humanity shuddered at the injustice and cruelty 
connected with it. South Carolina, while a British 
province, passed an act prohibiting the farther im- 
portation of slaves, but Great Britain rejected it. 
The province of Virginia repeatedly remonstrated 
with the crown of England against it, and begged its 
discontinuance, but British selfishness protected the 
traffic, and, assisted by New England, carded it on, 
until the South was filled mth captured Africans.* 

* The colony of Virginia, beginning as far back as 1699, passed 
tweoty-three aofe to repress tha slave- trade. 
VOL. I. — 5 
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111 her petition to the British throne in 1772, the 
following language is used : 

"We are encouraged to look up to the throne 
and implore your Majesty's paternal assistance in 
averting a calamity of tlie most alarming nature. 
The importation of slaves into the colonies from 
tho coast of Africa, hath long been considered a 
trade of great inhumamly ; and under its present en- 
couragement, we have too much reason to fear, will 
endanger the very existence of your Majesty's 
American dominions. 

"Beeply impressed with these sentiments, we 
most humbly beseech your Majesty to remove all 
those restraints on your Majesty's governors of this 
colony, which inhAii ihdr assenting to suck laws which 
might check so very pernicious a commerce." 

These petitions availed nothing. The reply 
which had been made to South Carolina — that 
the slave-trade was beneficial and necessary to the mother 
country, and which was given to the attempts to 
abolish the trade in Jamaica in 1765, and repeated 
in 1774 — that "wo cannot allow the colonies to 
check or discourage a traffic so beneficial to the 
nation"— seems to have been the settled policy of 
England up to the period of our Eevolution. In- 
deed, "the inhuman use of the royal negative" 
against the action of the colonies, upon this subject, 
is specified iji the very first clause of the original 
Virginia OonstitutioH, as a reason of her separation 
from the mother country; and the first Assembly 
after the adoption of the Constitution prohibited 
the traffic. 
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Nor let it be forgotten that the United States 
Government interdicted the trade from her ports 
thirteen years before Great Britain did — that she 
made it punishable as a crime seven years before, 
and that she fixed the period of non-importation 
while Britain was still allowing and encouraging it 
ia her colonies; and that ]!forthern ships and capi- 
tal were deeply interested in the trade. Thus to 
Old England and Now England the South almost 
wholly owed her slaves, and but for Southern op- 
position to their " capture " and the horrors of "the 
middle passage," the African slave-trade would not 
have been so soon abolished. 

Sympathizing with the prevailing feeling upon 
this subject, Mr. MeKendree was decidedly opposed 
to the slave-trade. Humanity and religion branded 
it as cruel and odious. Mr, Wesley, and all the 
early preachers whom he sent to America, were 
conscientiously and openly in opposition, both to 
the "trade" and the relation of slavery. The 
number of slaves then in the colonies was com- 
paratively small, and it was thought their eman- 
cipation was practicable ; hence, under those in- 
fluences, many Methodists in the slave regions 
felt constrained to evince their sense of the in- 
justice of capturing and enslaving the unfortunate 
Africans by emancipating all they owned. In this 
way thousands were restored to nominal freedom. 
As the number of slaves increased, and the difficul- 
ties of the effort became more and more evident, 
this first strong emotion was, in a degree, repressed, 
by reflecting upon the impossibility of restoring 
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them to their native home, in Africa ; the miaeriea 
which such a restoration would involve, their inca- 
pacity for the enjoyment of the rights of freemen 
here, and the degradation and wretchednesa of 
those upon whom the experiment had been tried. 
Public sentiment thus gradually settled down in 
the unwelcome conviction that the relation was 
inevitable; and thus thousands who viewed the 
acta of their capture and deportation with horror, 
and who would have done any thing practicable to 
prevent their introduction into America, Ending 
the question of their emancipation a problem for 
which no feasible solution had been presented hy 
statesmen and philanthropists, came to the conclu- 
sion that, to those necessarily involved in the relation 
of masters, the wiser and better plan was to treat 
them with humanity, give them the advantages of 
the gospel, and await the developments of Provi- 
dence. 

Many, however, not so familiar with the difficul- 
ties which environ the subject, and impelled by their 
sympathies, continued to advocate emancipation at 
whatever risks to society and to the slaves them- 
selves. Their conscieaces were implicated, and they 
felt they must bear their testimony against "the 
evils of slavery" — forgetting that to modifj' and 
control an evil, and to make it conduce to good, is, 
in some cases, the best and only safe remedy for it. 

"We have no wish to conceal the fact that Mr. 
McKendree, at this period of his life, and for many 
years afterward, was opposed both to slavery and 
the slave-trade. Nor do we pretend that he was 
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ever the advocate of the one or the other. He was 
too intimately acquainted with the delicate and 
dangerous nature of the subject, too wise and pru- 
dent, and withal, loved hoth his country and the 
whole Church too much to become, at any period 
of his life, a pubHc and violent agitator of this 
question. He was opposed to becoming the owner 
of slaves, and no doubt would have set them free 
if his father had given him any. "When he wrote 
the words quoted above, doubtless ho was at heart 
an emancipationist, as were most of his colleagues 
and friends. He was such upon principle ; and if 
maturer years, more extended observation, and a 
riper judgment, effected any change in his views 
and feelings upon the subject, which is said and be- 
lieved to have been the case, such a change implied 
nothing inconsistent with the purest and most dis- 
interested emotions of Christian philanthropy. It 
was not that he loved the slave less, or leas detested 
the slave-trade, or that he was more a friend of slav- 
ery, but that he became more sensible of the fact that 
the highest interests of all concerned made it his 
duty to refrain from the agitation of the question. 
Kothing is more evident than that in his later years 
the agitation of this subject in the Church deeply 
disquieted and distressed his heart. Slavery, he 
regarded, as it existed in the South, an infinitely 
less evil than civil war and ecclesiastical strife. He 
was born and brought up amidst slaves ; his parents 
and all his nearest kindred were owners of them.. 
He had witnessed the growth of the slave popula- 
tion, had seen the effects of slavery, and of emanci- 
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pation, both in the free and the slave States; every 
plan which human ingenuity had devised for "the 
extirpation of the great evil of alavory," he had 
duly considered; and with his ample sources of in- 
formation, he came to the conclusion that tinder his 
surroundings it was hest for him, in view of all the 
difficulties and dangers involved, to let the subject 
alone, except in so far aa he was bound by the 
word of God to insist upon the duties pertaining 
to the relation of both the master and the slave. 
As an evidence of the modification of his senti- 
ments on this question, by more extended observa- 
tion, when his growing infirmities rendered it 
necessary that he should have a servant to attend 
upon him, he consulted with his friends, the Rev. 
Dr. A. L. P. Green and Mr. Elijah Boddie, about 
the propriety of purchasing a servant for this 
purpose; hut they dissuaded him from it, and 
he dropped the subject. 

Justice to him demands that we add, that since 
our acquaintance with him began, until his death, 
ho was the fast friend of colonization— not with 
the expectation that by this means they would all 
be speedily transferred to Africa, but that the free 
colored people might find a congenial home, and 
become instrumental in evangelizing their father- 
land. 

Such was the consistent course of the, man whose 
early Diary we are tracing, and which closes his 
account of himself, August 28, 1790, with these 
characteristic remarks ; 

"I enjoy the testimony of an inoffensive 
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Hcionce; and this is my continual rejoicing, 'that in 
simplicity and godly sincerity I have had my con- 
versation in the world.' " 

Plaving been directed by his Presiding Elder to 
exchange work with another preacher, he notices 
the fact in his Diary, and confesses his reluctance 
to do so, because of the strong mutual attachment 
which knit him and his charge together. To one 
BO constitutionally modest and retiring as he was 
known to be, and as he was to a peeuHar degree in 
his early ministry, it must ever have been an afflic- 
tion to leave a devoted circle of friends and breth- 
ren, and go amidst strangers. Yet he hesitated 
not — it was the custom of the times, ajid he was 
not a man likely to innovate the rules he had prom- 
ised to keep, nor to claim a personal exemption 
from a common duty. 

"Sunday, Aug. 29, 1790.— "With a heaven of 
peace in my soul, I preached at B. Mocting-housc, 
from Prov. i. 12-26, The power of the Lord came 
upon me, and his word was like fire shut up in my 
hones. Some hard hearts trembled; others ran from 
the power. This is the way the devil keeps posses- 
sion of the people here : as soon as the power is dis- 
played, he leads the sinners off. I went after them, 
but they bristled up in a hunch and opposed and 
condemned the work. I reasoned with them until 
they were softened, and begged them, if they con- 
demned me, at any rate to spare the prophets, the apos- 
tles, and Jesus Christ. I then drew vouchers from 
the Scriptures, which made them look about. I far- 
ther said, You think I am wrong, and I think you are 
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not right; but God knowa who is riglit, and he will 
presently judge us all — and I know Jesus is in my 
soul. I then began to shout, and they turned 
pale, kindly shook my hand, and bade me God- 
speed." 

God forbid that the time shall ever occur in the 
history of Methodism when the preachers shall 
cease to feel the holy fire which glowed in the heart 
of young McKendree, or become ashamed to de- 
fend the work of the Holy Spirit! Should such, 
unfortunately, ever take place, then, however 
learned and eloquent they may be, however numer- 
ous, rich, and respectable our membership may be- 
come, the "j^oMier" will depart from us, revivals 
cease, and the divine Shekinah will no longer 
gleam upon our altar. God of our fathers, give us 
poverty, reproach, and persecution, rather than 
this! Take not from us an earnest, spiritual, and 
faithful ministry, with those demonstrations of our 
divine calling which onr fathers enjoyed in the con- 
version of sinners and the sanctification of believ- 
ers! Let thy "power" abide with us to the end of 
time! 

Omitting to notice the details of the succeeding 
week, as given in his Diary, evincing constant 
toil and much holy joy, wo anxiously follow him 
to his new field of labor. Here is his account of 
his introdviction to his new charge: 

"Sunday, Sept. 5, 1790. — Took my new circuit, at 
N. Tavern — preached to a' pretty serious and atten- 
tive people,, but strangers to me. After meeting T 
felt, for a little while, like I must make application tbi 
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BOine place to lay my head ; but before I did so, a 
very genteel person stepped forward and gave me 
an invitation. I thankfully accepted the offer, and 
Boon found it was to a lawyer's — one of the first 
families. The sweetness of this people's spirit has 
entirely won me. I am naore than ever convinced 
that good-breeding is an accomplishment nest to 
grace. Instead of leaving the room to avoid the 
presence of the preacher, they give me their com- 
pany when I can spare time from retirement, and 
introduce subjects for conversation which interest 
and instruct. Indeed, tljey so won my affection 
that when I took my evening walk, I felt deeply 
engaged for them, and cried out, ' O Lord, give me 
this people! ' that I may meet every member of 
this precious family in the kingdom of glory! 
Amen." 

This was a very good beginning, and the new 
circuit seems to have been oneof more refinement 
and intelligence than the old one. "Will our youth- 
ful soldier find himself relaxing in self-denial, sim- 
plicity, and zeal, now that he is mingling with the 
more polished and wealthy portion of society? 
"What happened to the victorious followers of Han- 
nibal after the battle of Canuje, has often since 
occurred to the young soldier of the cross, and 
hundreds of preachers who had won favor by their 
zeal, simplicity, and devotion to their Master, have 
been ruined by prosperity, smiles, and flattery. 
Not such, however, was his fate — the secret of his 
strength in resisting these influences will be found 
in the divine' grace which he sought with great hn- 
5* 
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mility and constant self-denial, and in his unceaaing 
labors in the ministry. 

The succeeding week, he seema to have suffered 
a good deal from an attack of fever and ague ; but 
on Monday, Sept. 13th, he resumes hia Diary: 

"Remained poorly, but traveled and strove to 
preach — have had lovely meetings — Christians in a 
flame. My exercises have been various. I want to 
serve God with all my soul, and dedicate all my gifts 
and substance to the Lord. But 0, I do often see 
and feel my failures, and set out afresh to amend; 
yet have to mourn that I am not what I ought to be ! 
My example is not so reserved and holy as it ought 
to be! How unbecoming for a Christian, eapeeiaUy 
a Christian minister, to laugh ! Lord, thou that 
seest me now while writing, and knowest how I 
want to love thee with all my heart, and serve thee 
with all my strength, pardon my misgivings, pity 
my weaknesses, and graciously restore me to the 
sti'engthof 'a perfect man in Christ Jesus' ! En- 
dear thyself to me, Lord, until I shall bo inflamed 
with love, and be ready to lay down ray life for 
thee at any time ! Lord grant it! Amen." 

Let his sons in the gospel read and consider the 
following language in his Diary, dated Thursday, 
Sept. 16, 1790: 

"Preached — ranch life and activity in religion, 
and pressed the subject of holiness with much 
diligence. Some proclaimed their fresh resolu- 
tions to go forward, and acknowledged former 
backslidings. I felt the weight of St. Paul's 
language, lest after 'I have preached to others, I 



,1 Google 



BISHOP m'kendkbe. 107 

myself should be a castaway.' what dangers I 
see in a preacher's resting in merely talking ahout 
and pressing it upon others, and yet, for want of 
spiritual exertions and repeated fastings, he may he 
losing the power of I'eligion in his own sonl! 
Lord, while I minister to others, I pray thee give 
me to eat and live of 'the things of the altar,' lest 
Idle! ICor. ix. 13." 

Daily self-denial, frequent, fervent, and protracted 
prayer, "in fastings often," "preaching the word in 
season and out of season," reproving, rehuking, 
exhorting, as "need required and oeoaeion was 
given," combined with a constant study of the 
Bible and devont meditation, were the means by 
which our fathers in the ministry "wrought won- 
ders." Their preaching was plain and in faith: 
they fell the force of the momentous truths which 
they uttered. Thoy realized the presence of God, 
and expected the aid of the Holy Spirit to attend the 
divinely-appointed means. They looked for present 
effects, and they were not disappointed. Sinners 
were convicted and converted .under the word, and 
the lukewarm and self-satisfied were stimulated to 
seek for holiness. God honored the men, by giving 
them the signs and seal of his favor, who honored 
bim by their confidence in his truth and power. So 
it has ever been, and so it will be to the end of 
time. 

We give the following quotation as another in- 
stance of the course he pursued : 

"Saturday, Sept. 18th. — Eose early. After morn- 
ing devotion and family prayer, I returned to 
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my room and read five cliaptera in Deuter- 
onomy on my knees, praying fervently, every 
five verges, for the Spirit and life of the word. 
Precious and awful meditations rolled through my 
mind. I turned my eyes, and behold, all under the 
sun is 'vanity;' hence the conclusion that true re- 
ligion and good health are the greatest bleasinga on 
earth." lie adds, at the cloae of the day, "This 
being waich-nigkt, and having to watch alone, I 
went to my room. After prayers for the band-con- 
nectwn,M\ to reading the 'Saints' Rest;' and really, 
before I got through the account of 'the hin- 
derances to heavenly-mindedness,' my heart ached. 
I wrestled and begged the Lord for povrer over my 
last enemy. I mourned my time out, and- went to 
bed pained and distressed for more of God." 

The reader doubtless understands, here, the al- 
lusions to the hand-soekty, and the custom of its 
members to pray for each other at stated times, and 
also to the wateh-night usage, which required its 
members to devote the night — at least until after 
twelve o'clock — to devotion. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

MeKendree'B Diary— rasticg—Eeproof— Mr. O'Kelly attacia the 
Council— His course — Itinerancy— Tobacco — Preparation for 
preaching — Seleoting and changing tests — Different kiads of 
Btjle— The kind for the pulpit— O'Kelly' s Convention- The 
regular Council — Mr. Asbury gives it up — McKendrSe visits 
hia father— Meets Bishop Aabury— Is delighted— Mr, Wesley's 
death — Dr. Coko goea to England- McKendrce ordained elder 
Deo. S5, 1791. 

As the Diary of Mr. MeKendree embraces but a 
short period of his useful life, and may be interest- 
ing and edifying to many of our readers, we subjoin 
farther extracts : 

" Wednesday, Sept. 22, 1790.— Early in the morning, 
spent an hour on my knees in fervent prayer, read- 
ing God's word, and praising my adorable Saviour. 
It was a time of heavenly joya to my soul. From 
ten o'clock A.M. to half-past one o'clock,! spent in a 
lonely, awful swamp, in wrestling, agonizing prayer. 
But surely God and his boly ones were all around 
me, heaven burst into my bosom, and glory filled 
my soul." 

Again: "0 how sweet is Christian fellowship 
below ! Blessed be God for the uniting spirit of 
love I feel to Jesus and his people ! blessed be 
God that ever he formed a militant Church ! Glory 
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to tia name that he ever received such a poor un- 
worthy worm as I into his Ohurch-privilegea ! How 
I am blcsacd ! ' I had rather he a do<yr-keeper in the 
house of my God than to dwell in the tents of 
wickedness' — that I would." 

The practice oi fasting at regular periods, it is 
feared, is, like some other very excellent usages 
among the old Methodists, becoming lees strictly 
observed of late than formerly. Then the habit, 
among the preachers especially, was to fast every 
Friday — some added Tuesday — and those who were 
too feeble to fast throughout the entire day, ab- 
stained until evening. The quarterly fasts were 
kept by all the members. Mr. McKendree was 
punctual and rigid in all these observances. Hence 
he says : 

"Friday^ Sept. 24th. — Having to ride fifteen miles 
and preach, I had some temptations to breal^fast, 
but resisted them ; and though I suffered on account 
of abstinence, yet the cross vanished, and I suffered 
less than usual on my fast-days. Praise and power, 
honor and glory to God ! He has not forgotten to 
be gracious, but made one in our midst. The meet- 
ing lasted four houi-s, when one of the mouroers 
sprang up, praising God for snatching him as ' a 
brand from the burning,' O how like heaven is 
the place where God revives his work !" 

Sunday, Sept. 26th, seems to have been to him a 
day of some labor and trial. He preached to a 
■'camber of professors" of religion, "pressing the 
subject of holiness" upon them; but it was found 
impossible to engage their attention, and he inti- 
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mates that the indifierence was owing to an i 
ing spirit of formality. Indeed, eo dissatisfied was 
ho with the result of his efforts, and with the subse- 
quent idle and worldly conversation of the mem- 
bers, that he could not eat his dinner, but proceeded 
to Brother Berrjman's, a distance of twenty miles, 
expecting to meet his Presiding Elder, J. O'Kelly. 
In this hope, however, he was disappointed, although 
he found Brother William Spencer there, with whom 
he enjoyed sweet Chriatian communion. During 
the whole of this Sabbath afternoon ride he was 
harassed by temptations, nor found relief until 
shortly before he reached his destination. Ho had 
preached and held elaes-meeting in the forenoon, 
and left the house of his friend, who had invited 
him to dinner, not only without eating, but sorely 
vexed. His ride was fatiguing. He found Brother 
Spencer "shut up in a little room, and very sick," 
and the brethren already collected there for meeting. 
To add to his excitement against worldly-minded- 
ness in the Church, poor Spencer complained bi(^ 
terly against the trifling conversation of those who 
had assembled. Hence Mr. McKendree, having 
"to hold meeting, took occasion to lecture point- 
edly upon Sabhath-hreaking and levity of deport- 
ment." The offenders hung down their heads; 
some were very penitent, while Brother Spencer 
and himself "were refreshed and comforted." To 
reprove sin is sometimes as much a duty as to pro- 
claim glad tidings, and not unfrequently requires 
far more moral courage ; for while no one ever so 
delighted to comfort and bless men as did our di- 
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vine Master, yet even he occasionally dealt in anath- 
emaa, until a stranger might have supposed that 
he never used any other trumpet than that of 
"cursing." But alaa for frail humanity! How 
slight an incident may give a tinge to our emotions, 
and how often do we mistake the suggestions of 
our own morbid sensibilities for the impulses of 
■ duty ! " Ye know not what manner of spirit je are 
of," was the Saviour's reply to the prayer for fire 
to consume a village which had refused to receive 
him. He turned and rebuked his disciples, and 
quietly went to another village. How perfect the 
portraiture of heavenly excellence is Christ's charac- 
ter, aa exhibited in the Bible! He was more 
afflicted by the wrong temper of hia disciples than 
by the disrespect shown himself, and felt that it 
was more important they should be right than that 
he should be popular. "Wrong actions in others do 
not justify wrong tempera in ua; for if Christ's 
ministers continue right, the errors of the world 
may at last be corrected ; but if they go astray, the 
recovery of the world is hopeless. Doubtless Mr. 
McKendree but discharged a pastoral duty in the 
rebuke he administered in this case, and it is to be 
hoped that while he performed a painful duty, the 
manner in which it was done was also right. 

On the next day— i. e., Monday, 27th— Mr. O'Kelly, 
the Presiding Elder, came, and preached on John 
xvii. 7: "Sanctify them through thy truth: thy 
word is truth." " He opened the doctrine of sanc- 
tification to my great aatiafaction. In his first head 
of doctrine, which was to show for whom Christ 
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prayed, the people seemed sweetly happy ; but in 
the second, which was to show why his prayer is 
not answered, and what sanctification is, the con- 
gregation became unfeeling. We had a melting 
time at sacrament, and then the poor miserable Council 
look up all our time until ten o'clock at night." Alas for 
Mr. O'Kelly ! Again at the miserable work of 
prejudicing the young preachers placed under hia 
charge against the very measure for which he had 
voted in General Conference; and doubtless in- 
veighing against the motives and administration of 
the honest, laborious, and unselfisli Asbury; drill- 
ing his inexperienced and unsuspecting "young 
men to throw the whole affair out" at the approach- 
ing Conference, and thus covertly laying the train 
whose explosion was to rend the Conference and 
the Church ! Yet even this unsuspecting young 
preacher, who had been introduced into Conference 
by him, out of whose District he had never traveled, 
and to whom he looked up as to a model minister 
and Christian gentleman, even he is disgusted and 
worried with the oft-repeated introduction of the 
subject. "What a poor return, does Mr. O'Kelly 
make to Bishop Asbuiy and the Church for the 
confidence and respect they evince in giving him a 
position which he employs to their injury ! Unac- 
quainted with the bishop, inexperienced in the wiles 
of ambition, or the feelings of jealousy, and com- 
paratively ignorant of the government of the 
Church, our young preacher's guileless heart and 
earnest piety are not proof against such influences. 
Indeed, his very love of the Church stimulates to a 
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more inteiiee dislike of the man lio ja taught to 
regard as a tyrant, Mr. O'Kelly wae a hot eman- 
eipationist. Sanctification was his theme in the 
pulpit, and detraction of Mr. Asbary his employ- 
ment out of it. Like most ambitious and disap- 
pointed men, he had a high appreciation of his own' 
importance, and fault-finding and defamation seem 
to have been henceforth his daily work until he 
seceded. The wonder is that he did not ruin more 
of the young preachers than he did : perhaps their 
very ingenuousness and honesty of heart, which he 
abused to preju'dice them against Bishop Asbury, 
were the means of their being disabused when they 
cnxae to know him better. Surely, whatever diver- 
sities of opinion may exist upon other topics her 
tween the different organiaations of tho great Meth- 
odist family in America, they must ever agree and 
attest that !Franeia Asbury was, under God, an 
apostle of Jesus Christ to them all. 

In a few days, however, Mr, O'Kelly left the cir- 
cuit, and Mr. McKendree resumed his labors. lie 
confesses that he felt less inclination for his duties, 
" and very much concerned about the present aspect 
of our Church-government." Left to himself, and 
continuing his course of study and labor, his sky 
soon became bright again ; for shortly afterward we 
find him saying, of an appointment which he 
reached with great difficulty, " In the first prayer 
my soul caught firo ; felt light, life, and povver in 
preaching; the place feirly trembled with the en- 
gagednesa of tho people ; Christiana shouted, and 
sinners wept." Of course, he held a class-meeting. 
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" The people went out for claae-meeting, but before 
the door was shut, some came back into the house. 
I talked with them, and they resolved to seek the 
Lord. "We had a sweet meeting, blessed be God ! 
I hope the labor of this day is not in vain. I feel 
complete victory in my own soul, thanks be to the 
Lord!" 

The itinerant system of preaching is of divine ap- 
pointment, and unquestionably John "Wesley, and 
his eons in the gospel, may justly claim in this re- 
spect to be in the " apostolic succession." The great 
Master traveled aud preached. His last command 
■was, "Go;" and "as ye go, preach." "And they 
went forth and preached everywhere, the Lord 
working with them." Christ had promised to "be 
with them unto the end of the world." He was 
with tkem, and has ever been with their faithful 
successors in doctrine, experience, and labors. This 
system is not only necessary as a means of diffusing 
the word of life among all the scattered population 
of the globe, but it is the great school for training 
and perpetuating an efficient and holy ministry. 
Without it, the world would he much poorer, and 
the Church would suffer an irreparable loss. True, 
it is a system often involving exile from "father 
and mother, brother and sister, houses and lands, 
wife and children;" it devolves labor, care, and, 
not unfrequently, af&iction and poverty, upon those 
who engage in it, and sometimes even the loss of 
life itself; but it must n^er be abandoned. No 
cost is too great which is necessary to spread " the 
glorious gospel of the blessed God," and "save the 
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souls for whom Christ died." The riehest gems, 
the brightest intellects, the most precious lives, the 
hardest labors, and greatest sacrifices, find their 
safest and best investment in this godlike work. If 
archangels were permitted to assume our form for 
a season, and select their vocations, they would be- 
come traveling ministers. They would leave to 
others to he kings, statesmen, generals, philoso- 
phers, and jurists, and, hke their and our great 
Lord, throw all their time and energies into the 
harvest-field, where souls are reaped for the heav- 
enly garner. N'or would they care much whether 
their fields of operation might bo rich or poor, re- 
fined or rustic : if they might have any preference, 
it would be for the places where their labor might 
be most needed and most effective. 

The emotions of the "good and faithful" itiner- 
ant preacher are various and peculiar. Impelled 
by a conviction of duty which will not ahow of 
indolence or silence, trembling under a sense of 
the delicacy and responsibility of the ministerial 
office, deeply and even painfully sensible of his 
want of (jualifieation for the proper discharge of 
its various duties, and, sometimes, almost over- 
whelmed -with the discouragements and trials pe- 
culiar to the itinerant pastor's work, he needs and 
must have a frequent baptism of the Holy Ghost to 
sustain him. And while a consciousness of hia 
personal acceptance with God, and a conviction 
that the path in which he is treading, although 
often rugged and thorny, is nevertheless the way 
of duty, may enable him to-bear "the burden of the 



,1 Google 



BISHOP m'kendree. 117 

Lord" travely and cheerfully; yet when he sees no 
fruit of all his toils and cares, but meets with in- 
difference among the unconverted and neglect on 
the part of his members, ah, then he must have a 
firm faith in the truth of God's promises, or he will 
falter in his course. But, on the other hand, when 
a soothing manifestation of the Holy Spirit is given 
him, and the seal of divine approval attests his 
call to the ministry, in the conversion and sanctifi- 
cation of souls, who so happy as he ? Then he feels 
that the longest life is too short, and hia utmost 
energies too small a contribution to so great and 
glorious a work. Such were the struggles and such 
the triumphs of young McKendree, and such has 
been the history of many an humble, laborious 
traveling preacher, who, like him, lived to work for 
God and souls, until he died to rest for ever. 

The next cLuotation illustrates his zeal, and 
evinces his opposition to the "needless self-indul- 
gence" of the use of tohacco — an opposition which 
he maintained through Ijfe. 

''Thursday, Sept. 30, 1790.— Eode to Brother 
Andrews's, and met a few people. The Christians 
were not engaged, and the sinners looked impu- 
dently wicked. I strove to be faithful, and was 
plain in class-meeting. Some seemed a little 
moved, but so soon as meeting was over and they 
were out of class, one had a pipe, another was after 
a chew of tobacco, and the women with their snuff- 
boxes, until my soul was grieved." 

"Preparatian for the pulpit" is frequently talked 
about, both among preachers and others; and as- 
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euredly every preacher should "study to show him- 
self approved unto God, a workman that noedeth 
not to be ashamed— rightly dividing the word of 
truth." For this purpose he should read and in- 
wardly digest such hooks as may conduce to this 
end, and by no means he guilty of the presumption 
of supposing that the Spirit of God will as readily 
give his sanction to an undigested ebullition of 
fancy and rant as to those sermons which are the 
result of profound and pious study. But there is 
one kind of preparation for which our early preach- 
ers were remarkable, and to which, under God, they 
were to a great degree indebted for their wonderful 
success in winning souls; a preparation for which 
neither learning nor eloquence — nay, nor every 
possible literary and mental accomplishment — af- 
fords a substitute. Of course, it is the preparation 
of the heart and soul. The following quotation from 
his Diary shows how the subject of this biography 
sought this qualification: 

"October 2d. — Being already at my preaching- 
place since eight o'clock, I have been with Jesus in 
this beautiful forest, in deep exercise. My book is 
sweeter than common. what spirit I find in the 
word of the Lord ! I read it much, and with great 
delight — often on my knees. I take my flight — on 
vidngs of faith and love still mounting higher to 
the celestial world. One half hour humbly pros- 
trate on my face, to converse with eternity ! And 
such deep views and bright conceptions of eternal 
things I never had before in all my life. But I 
must go*^ the congregation is assembled, and my 
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watch says eight minutes to twelvG o'clock. Fare- 
well, sweet and solemn place ! Lord Jesus, go with 
me! Amea. Amen." 

And is it surprising that Ho who promised, "Lo, 
I am with you," should verify his promise to such 
a minister ? The Lord Jesus was with him — blessed 
bis labors, honored him with a long and useful life, 
and after enabling him to exhibit a consistent ex- 
ample and adorn various offices in the ministry, dis- 
missed him from earth, and received him to himself. 
Should the example of this holy man be the means 
of perpetuating his spiritual, self-denying, and la- 
borious course among his sons in the gospel, the 
writer's highest desire will have been attained in 
preparing this work for the press. May ikey, at 
least, ever remember that nothing can supersede (he 
necessUy of preparing their bbabts and souls for the 
pulpit, hy devout reading and study of the Bible, fervent 
and frequent prayer, self-examination, and holy medita- 
tion! We do not depreciate the highest mental 
training — the higher the better; but without this 
spiritual preparation, the highest is far too low for 
that service in which "we are workers together with 
God." 

The following week was devoted to preaching, 
visiting the sick, and his usual routine of religious 
exercises. Twice during the time ho preached to 
congregations of colored people, and was much 
gratified both by the opportunity and the eftect. 
He expresses surprise and gratitude for the cordial 
hospitality he received, and particularly for the so- 
licitude evinced by the wealthy and intelli^rent. but 
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unconverted, for his company — thinks it an omen 
for good, and reaolvee to use it for their spiritual 
welfare. "Visited Mr. Hardy, who was very ill, ' of 
a long hard fever,' and being invited to preaeh to 
those who waited on the sick, gladly embraced the 
opportunity, and addressed them from 'Ye must be 
born again.' " 

He notices the following incident as occnrring 
this week. It seems that Kobert Green, preacher 
on Calvert Circuit, had visited Mr. McKendree'a 
circuit and preached at one of his meeting-houses 
tlie day before. "I had fixed my mind upon a text 
in the morning, but while going into the house, my 
mind began to float. During singing, my subject be- 
came entirely foreign to my feelings, and another 
presented itself to my mind. I took it, and, blessed 
be the Lord ! I felt a tolerable degree of liberty, 
and my own soul was comforted. After meeting 
was over, I told Brother Green my exercises con- 
cerning the text, when he replied, 'The text you 
hsi I preached from here yesterday.' " 

The plan of selecting a text as soon as possible, 
and always after prayer and proper reflection upon 
the character and condition of the audience, is cer- 
tainly judicious ; nor should it be changed, after it 
has been maturely considered, for a mere whim; 
yet every preacher, except perhaps those who read 
their sermons or deliver them from memory, (and it 
is to be hoped ihdr number among us is small,) will 
occasionally find himself afloai, (boatman's phrase,) 
and have to fasten to another text. Sometimes the 
subject is found inappropriate to the audience, but 



,1 Google 



BISHOP m'kendrbe. 121 

more frequently, as in the case of Mr. McKeiidree, 
it becomes tame to the feelings, or partially be- 
clouded. Then another theme presents itself with 
more vividness to the mind, and the change is ef- 
fected. But let the young preacher beware lest he 
fall into Charybdis in avoiding Seylla; for it does 
not follow, becaiise one thought associated with the 
new text may strike his fancy, or because it may 
seem to be a more impressive theme, that he will be 
more likely to discuaa it profitably. Too many 
choose their texts as silly men do their wives ; for 
Bilbjects have their drapery as well as persons. The 
first business of the preacher is to give the meaning 
of God's word. He should therefore seek to iind 
out the import of his text, and then determine 
whether the lessons he can fairly deduce from it 
are likely to be appropriate and useful to hie audi- 
ence. In most eases the extemporaneous preacher 
who has studied and matured his subject, without 
having memoriaed it, has a decided advantage. 

Let us not, however, be misunderstood on this 
subject. "We hold that every preacher should cul- 
tivate his memory and chasten his style ; and as 
nothing contributes to the latter more than the use 
of the pen, of course he should write sermons. 
Neither would we object to his memorizing one of 
his own composing oecasionaUy, or to his reading 
it on an extraordinary occasion. But such cases 
should be exceptions — the general rule being "to 
study the subject thoroughly, and then depend upon 
his resources for language to express his ideas." In 
this way he will form the habit of thinking while 
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extemporizing, and at the same time all the mental 
faculties which oratory requires, having been enlti- 
vated by previous study, will be improved and 
adapted to the occasion. The pompous, the elabo- 
rate, and the rustic styles of speaking are unfit for 
the pulpit. The first aims to be impressive — 
avoids short words as a prudent man does conta- 
gion — affects the sublime, but is simply ridiculous, 
and seeks to carry the citadel by high-sounding 
nonsense. He attempts to do a large business on a 
small capital. Words, gestures, and voice, are his 
merchandise, while his stock of ideas is very de- 
ficient; or if perchance he should be heard to utter 
some scraps of blank verse, a stanza of sonorous 
rhyme, or a sentence or two a little less magnilo- 
quent than his usual inflated style, it may be taken 
for granted that he is disingenuously appropriating 
the product of another's mind to his own benefit — 
a species of petit larceny not unfroquent with such 
speakers, and for which they deserve to be impaled 
by public contempt. The second is too learned and 
philosophic, too stiff and artistic. This is our ama- 
teur preacher. His terms are refined and unusual. 
He employs, like some young doctors, scientific 
and technical words, which common people do not 
understand. He copies "Plato and Epictetus," not 
St. Paul nor St. Paul's great Master. Such a 
preacher may be styled a "beautiful speaker," 
"learned," and "elegant," and some may be the 
more impressed with his greatness because they 
cannot understand him, and therefore suppose he 
must be a very deep man ; but his efiieicncy is about 
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equal to a beautifally-painted and neatly-fasliioned 
wooden gun. "Verily ho has his reward" in the 
admiration of the fashionable and silly, who ap- 
plaud him as they do their favorite actor at the 
theater, though far less warmly, and are benefited 
about as ranch by the performances of the one 
as the other, with this marked difference as 
to immediate results, that the one puts them to 
laughing and crying on Saturday night, while the 
other simply puts them to sleep on Sabbath. The 
third uses puns, wit, anecdotes— confines himself 

to no rules of rhetoric, logic, or grammar glories 

in thinking for himself, and has a contempt for 
the pretensions of the first and the prudery of the 
second class. 

The propeS- style for the pulpit, and indeed for 
every kind of public speaking, is such as rises spon- 
taneously from the subject; and it is indispensable 
that the subject should be clearly conceived and 
deeply impressed upon the heart. Then, jn one of 
a cultivated mind, emotion will certainly suggest 
appropriate language. Without passion there is no 
true eloquence; and passion prompts to natural and 
simple forms of expression. Sublimity must exist 
in the ideas, or no language can produce them. 
The eloquence of our Saviour, and of the writers of 
the sacred volume, gives the noblest specimens. 
The most subhme and important truths ever con- 
ceived are here uttered in the most simple words. 
And if, afc any time, glowing imagery is employed, 
it results from the fervid condition of 'the mind 
under the contemplation of glorious and awful 
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truths which struggle for utterance. Nor is this 
vehemence of the mind incompatible with a certain 
degree of calmness and eelf-poaseBsioE so necessary 
to instruct and guide an audience. Preaching the 
gospel is the highest office in which the human 
faculties can be employed. It is a solemn and holy 
work. "Woe" to him who trifles with it, as well 
as to him who "preaches not the gospel of Christ," 
The above reflections were suggested in connec- 
tion with the history of Mr. McKendree's life. He 
seems to have had constantly before his mind the 
apostolic admonition: "Study to show thyself ap- 
proved unto God — a workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed — rightly dividing the word of truth." 
"We have seen in what way he studied . the Bible, 
how diligent he was in all the duties of a preacher 
and pastor, and also how he fasted, watched, prayed, 
and struggled in the pursuit of personal holiness ; 
and we confess that we have drawn more largely 
from his Diary, that his successors in the ministry 
may, for all time to come, have before them his 
example to incite them to zeal and diligence. His 
style of preaching was remarkable for clearness and 
persuasiveness. Few preachers studied the shades 
. of difference in words as he did, and his language 
was transparent ; the idea was distinctly seen, while 
the words employed in exhibiting it, served only as 
a medium of intelleetnal vision. He was always in 
earnest. His soul was pervaded with a sense of God, 
and his heart yearned for the conversion of his 
fellow-men. He felt "called of God" to this work, 
and nothing ever diverted his mind, his heart, or 
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his physical energies from it. It was the one great 
end of his hfe ; and that life, so admirable for its 
beautiful consistency and moral sublimity of pur- 
pose, so pure and useful, so full of labor and moral 
heroism, was the product of "faith unfeigned" — 
and that faith was of "the operation of God through 
the Spirit." 

"What a commentary does such a life afford on 
the truth and excellency of the Christian religion ! 
Friday, Oct. 8, 1790, found him quite unwell,' and 
fasting aggravated his safferiugs. He, however, 
tried to preach. After dinner felt better — "had 
meeting at night for the black brethren," and found 
amongst them the life and power of religion. 
"How the world destroys the happiness of white 
folks !" 

"Saturday, Oct. 9th. — Out in the woods by break 
of day, reading, praying, and meditating. Had 
great delight in the Scriptures, and felt very happy. 
Preached a close, heart-searching sermon to a serious 
congregation ; held class-meeting." 

"Sunday, 10th. — Rose at three o'clock a.m. ; fam- 
ily prayer at four — a time of heavenly sweetness to 
our souls. "Went into the lovely fields when the 
blushing morn is dispersing gloomy night ; breathed 
the sweet morning air with the love of God in my 
soul. About sunrise I began, and preached to 
about thirty persons, from, 'And the angel said 
nnto the women, Fear not ye, for I know that ye 
se'ek Jesus, which was crucified: he is not here, for 
he is risen, as he said.' My dear Master gave mo 
to feel what I preached. Love-feast for the band 
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society followed. how the saints did shont and 
tell the wonders of redeeming love! But had a 
cold time at public-meeting." 

'^Monday.~Rest.ds.y. Spent my time in reading, 
writing, prayer, and meditation, except a little for 
conversation with my brethren. At twelve o'clock, 
in my general prayer for mankind, I prayed partic- 
ularly for the preachers. Bless the Lord for the 
degree of conformity I feel to the Lord's will ! 
give me universal conformity and perfect resigna- 
tion! In the evening walked to a distant grove 
and prostrated myself at the feet of the awful Je- 
hovah. Met my brethren in covenant prayer; my 
soui all on f 



J and Tfe(i?ies(^aj/. — Comfortable peace; 
no temptation nor powerful exorcise, but a heaveo 
of calm, sweet peace, and a continual rejoicing that 
'in simplicity and godly sincerity I have had my 
conversation in the world.' Solitude is pleasant; 
meditation delightful ; and my Bible is food for my 

BOUl." 

''Thursday, 14th.— Had a comfortable morning. 
Blesa the Lord, my soul, for his great mercy to 
feeble, unworthy me ! I am surely one of the least 
of thy followers, and am not meet to be called a 
preacher. And then I am so backward in duty, 
and BO unfaithful in it." 

''Friday, 15th.— Setoutfasting; rodetwentymiles; 
found a pretty large congregation ; feit the spirit of 
preaching; but up rides a strange Elder— would not 
preach for me, how the cross began to bear me 
down! Lord, what is man? Preached; myblesaed 
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Master made the cross light. Visited the prceioos 
family of Brother Hill after dinner; met a blaek 
class to my comfort, for they seemed perfectly 
happy, and had ' a good report.' " 

Prom the following Sunday to Thursday he was 
sick, and aays that while others seem to find the 
time of affliction a season of joy, it is not so with 
him, hut a time of trial — yet, upon close examina- 
tion, finds no condemnation for known sin; "have 
had some weeping times this week." 

The ensuing week seems to have been a period 
of bodily affliction and labor, yet was he happy and 
exultant. On Friday, Oct. 22d, he "arose quite 
unwell — rode twenty miles /as(i«^; preached, and 
held class-meeting — had a glorious time ; several 
were much wrought on ; one joined Society, but 
none converted. At seven o'clock the moon was 
eclipsed — thought of the day of judgment." 

Saturday, Oct. 30th.— Quarterly-meeting began on 
his circuit. "liose at two o'clock a.m.; could not 
lie in bed longer; read my Book, prayed, and medi-' 
tated. To-day Brother Paup preached a beautiful 
sermon ; Brother Spencer followed. At night it fell 
to my lot to hold meeting ; Christians were happy, 
backsliders cut to the heart, and one soul sprung 
into life. My cup was filled to the brim." 

Sunday, Slst, was a blessed day — early exercises, 
as usual; "a sweet and awfully glorious time at 
sacrament ; a great many communicants. Brother 
Paup preached to the white congregation ; I went 
into the grove with the blaek people, and of a truth 
Jeeus was there." 
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Perhaps I have tired the patience of my readers 
with the minute details of Mr. McKendree'a Diary. 
My object is to present a true portraiture of his 
character, with an earnest desire that his exemplary 
and profound piety may he useful to the Church, 
and especially to young preachers. Having given 
a specimen of his daily life and labors, I shall not 
henceforth use his Diary very often, except to mark 
important incidents in his history. 

"On Thursday, Kov. 4th, met the preachers in 
conference at Brother Young's; twenty-two preach- 
ers present, and by nine o'clock agreed to send no mem- 
ber to Council, but stand as we are until next Conference : 
Brother O'Kelly preached." This was not the reg- 
ular session of the Annual Council, but was a con- 
vention, called by "proclamation of Mr. O'Kelly, 
inviting the preachers to meet in Mecklenburg" — ■ 
the object being to forestall the approaching Coun- 
cil. It should he borne in mind that the Council 
was a fuvorite measure with Bishop Asbury — that 
^r. O'Kelly had already, by letters, prejudiced Dr. 
Coke against it, and that he had been untiring in 
his efforts to array the Virginia preachers against 
it. Early on the next day, Friday, Nov. 5, 1T90, 
the Conference assembled again: the document 
which had been ordered was presented, approved, 
and directed to be forwarded to the Council; thtia 
placing the Virginia Conference almost in the po- 
sition of seceders. 

The regular session of the Council was held, for 
this year, in Philip Itogers's house, Baltimore, 
Dec. 1st. In view of the opposition of Dr. Coke, 
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and the disorganizing tendency of Mr. O'Kelly'a 
conrae, Bishop Asbury, "for the sake of union," 
gave up the Council, and they resolved not to send 
any "recommendatory propositions" to the Con- 
ferences—thus letting it silently pass away. 
^ Having taken an affectionate leave of his old 
circuit, he started immediately for a new field of 
iabor, to which he had been changed, as was then 
customary, by his Presiding Elder. Taking his 
father's house on his route, he gladly embraced the 
opportunity of visiting home, and spending two 
delightful days with his beloved kindred. He was 
"comforted" and refreshed by the visit, and felt 
very "thankful for the opportunity." His pleasure 
was, however, diminished by the illness of his 
youngest sister, and the dangerous indisposition of 
bis aged father. When the hour came for his de- 
parture, there was a struggle in his heart. Taia 
would he have lingered awhile amid the scenes of 
his early life, and watched by the beds of his sick 
sister and &ther; but duty called him away to 
preach among strangers the gospel of Christ, and 
with tears and prayers, commending his loved ones 
to God, he turned his back again upon his peaceful 
home, and felt that the preacher had triumphed 
over the man. 

His coarse during this year was similar to the 
year previous. Traveling, studying, preaching, 
holding class-meetings, fasting, and visiting his 
charge from house to house, were his daily history. 
"Rose early, !it my candle, and found the same 
sweetness in devotion and in reading the Lord's 
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word. Spent this day and until eleven o'clock 
at night in closely studying the Scriptures, and 
reading Church-history, with great delight. Rode 
through piercing wind and a hard rain twelve 
miles, which gave me a violent pain in the head. 
Tempted to omit 'watching' on account of head- 
ache, but concluded that the more costly the sacri- 
fice, the stronger is the proof of sincerity. Every 
night has been a watch-night with me for some 
time," etc. These quotations evince the spirit with 
which he prosecuted his mission. 

During this year he seems to have had a great 
many meetings with the black people, and to have 
enjoyed himself greatly in his labors among them ; 
thus giving an example worthy the imitation of 
every minister of Christ. 

On Dee. 31, 1790, while Mr. McEendree and 
others were holding a meeting at Brother M.'s, 
Bishop Aabury arrived there. He had been making 
a tour in the lower part of Virginia — had preached 
iu James City and in the city of "Williamsburg, and 
after crossing James River in a boat, the bottom of 
which was covered with ice, had rode through a 
snow storm for several miles. Coming to Brother 
M.'s, he "found Brother Paup preaching, and the 
people shouting." The good old Bishop says, "I 
preached on Ephesiaus v. 17-19. I afterward had 
an interview with Brother Paup, and a more full 
account of our disaffected brethren." Indeed, so 
soon as he entered the District of Mr. O'KolIy, he 
says, "I heard some painful cireumstaneea relative 
to our diaaftected brethren. I leave these things to 
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God," etc. Mr. O'Kelly liad scattered discord 
broadcast over his whole District, and was likely to 
disaffect the whole Conference. He ought iiot to 
have heen continued upon the District a day after, 
he evinced his design. It was Bishop Asbury's 
leniency, not to say timidity, that gave to this dan- 
gerous man the opportunity of doing so much mis- 
chief. It would have been better to deprive him at 
once of the District. He had already gone too far 
to retract, and nothing was gained, but much lost, 
by attempts at conciliating him. 

Mr. McKendree, who had spent all his time as a 
preacher under Mr. O'Kelly, was accustomed to 
hear Bishop Asbury alluded to by his Elder as 
ambitious and aristocratic ; and in proportion to his 
confidence in the latter, the former was depreciated 
in his estimation. Still he was honest and candid; 
and this interview must have awakened doubts in 
his mind as to the justness of his Elder's representa- 
tions. His account of this meeting with the Bishop 
is as follows ; 

"Our reverend Bishop arrived, gave us a most 
excellent discourse, at the close of which the power 
of the Lord came down on the people." 

''Saturday, Jan. 1, 1791.— Bishop Asbury, two 
other preachers, and myself rode about sixteen 
miles. The wind was very keen, and the snow 
about eight inches deep ; our poor horses were 
much fatigued, and ourselves pierced with the cold. 
"We got to Mr. Blunt'a. I am astonished at the 
Bishop's sweet simflidty and uncommon famUwrity. 
Love appeared to sweeten aU our conversation.'-' 



,1 Google 



132 LIFE jOD times op 

"Astonished at the Bishop's sweet simpUeity! " And 
why? Forsooth, because he had often heard him 
represented as austere and despotic. Yes, the 
piire and nohle Asbiiry — the father of American 
Methodism — whose life was one continuous sacri- 
fice — one long, yearning struggle of soul, body, and 
spirit for the peace and prosperity of Zioii, and who 
literally fell a victim to unselfish and never-ceasing 
toil in the Master's cause—even he astonished Mr.Me- 
Kendree by his simple and familiar manners ! And 
yet this tavorahle impression was soon to be erased 
by the unfortunate Presiding Elder, to be renewed 
again, however, and grow stronger during many 
yeare of associated labor, and even until the grave 
had closed upon the remains of the wise and good 
old Bishop. 

The death of Mr. 'Wesley, which occurred March 
2, 1791, deeply affected the Methodists in America, 
as well as in England. They felt as a large and 
affectionate family feels in the loss of a father. 
Their enemies had predicted that this event would 
be speedily followed by the dissolution of the Con- 
nection, and many of their friends were fearful of 
the same result. WHen the sad intelligence reached 
the United States, ])r. Coke and Bishop Asbury 
were traveling together through Virginia. The 
Doctor immediately resolved to return to England. 
Before his departure, however, he and Bishop As- 
bury attended the Virginia Conference in Peters- 
burg, April 20th, and "the affair of the Council 
was suspended until a General Conference." This 
seemed to give satisfaction even to Mr. O'Kelly, 
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and the seaaion was peaceful and happy. The time 
of holding the Conference was here changed from 
the spring to the winter, and the ensuing Confer- 
ence was appointed to be held in December. Of 
course, Mr. McEendree attended the Conference. 
Here he was appointed to Amelia Circuit, with 
John Baldwin aa his eolleagoe, and Mr. O'Kelly 
again as his Elder. 

Aa the Diary of Mr. McKendree, to which refer- 
ence has ao often been made, leavea here a chasm in 
his history, we have no other account of the manner 
in which he conducted himself during the remain- 
der of this year, but hia own general statement. 
"I enjoyed peace of mind and comfortable fellow- 
ehip with those among whom I labored." 

The Conference began at Lane'a Chapel, Dec. 23, 
1791 — Bishop Aabury presiding. Dr. Coke waa 
still in England. Bishop Asbury saya, " This Con- 
ference began and ended in peace ; ' ' and doubtless 
this was greatly promoted by the announcement 
that a General Conference would be hold the ensu- 
ing year, Mr. O'Eelly and his friends seemed satis- 
fied. On Sunday, Dec. 25, 1791, Mr. McKendree 
was ordained elder by Bishop Aabury, aa appears 
from his parcliment of ordination now before me. 
And now, having followed his history up to the 
period of hia induction into the full office of the 
ministry, and from the stand-point which hia biog- 
rapher occupiea, contemplating the remainder of 
his long, useful, and exemplary life and labors, wo 
are forcibly impreased with the conviction that few 
miniatera of Christ have ever taken upon them the 
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eolemn vows of the ordination service more thor- 
oughly penetrated with a conviction of their holy 
and sublime import, or have given such evidence of 
their inflexible purpose to keep these vows invio- 
lable to life's last hour. Happy for the Church and 
the world if all his brethren would follow him as 
he followed Christ. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

McKendrea appointed to GreenTiUe Circuit in 1791 — General 
Conference, 1792 — CKelly withdraws and dies^MoKendree 
declines the work, but eoon resumcB it — Ashury appoints him 
to Norfolk — Conference in Petershurg in 1773 — Trayels three 
months with Ajburj — Union Circuit — Philip Bruce, Presiding 
Elder — Tobias Gibson, his colleague — Oonferenoa in 1794 at 
Mahr/a — John Kobler— Conference, 1795 — la made Presiding 
Elder — Continued three years — 1798 he presides in the bounds 
of Baltimore Conference— lu 1800 Bishop Asbtiry takes him 
to tie West — Large District — DifBculties — Labors — Usefolness 
— 1801 travels through the wilderness with Asbnry — In 1804, 
Gonoral Conference — Jerks— Dancing — Shaking Quakers — 
Seceders from Presbyterian Church — Marshallitfls — Stoneitea 
— MoKendree chief eonsertator of Methodism in the West. 



At the Lane's Chapel Conference, held in South- 
ampton county, Virginia, Dec. 23, 1791, Mr. McKen- 
dree was appointed to the charge of Greenville Cir- 
cuit, with Joel Tucker as his "helper." Several things 
conspired to make him reluctant to enter upon the 
duties of this charge. It was the circuit in which his 
relations and many of his old acquaintances re- 
sided : there he was converted and began his min- 
istry. He was aware that it would be necessary to 
execute the rules of the Diseipline upon many who 
were " older members of the societies than him- 
self," some of whom considered 
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"superiors ; " and fearing they would not bear from 
him this wholeaonie and important moral regimen, 
he felt strongly opposed to this appointment when 
first announced. But as there was no alternative, 
except a cowardly backing-ont of the responsi- 
bilities which, in God's providence, had been de- 
volved upon him, he determined to undertake his 
duties in humble dependence upon his divine Mas- 
ter. He was soon convinced that his fears were 
groundless. His old friends received him warmly, 
the community evinced their respect for him by 
attending his ministry, and treating him in every 
respect with the attention which his pure personal 
character and his holy office demanded; and al- 
though he was compelled, in the discharge of his 
duty as preacher in charge, to exclude many from 
the Church, he says that "no fixed prejudices in 
consequence of the administration resulted. True, 
we had but few additions, yet we had many sweet 
and precious meetings. The work of sanctification 
revived," etc. 

The letter of Mr. McKendree to Bishop Asbury. 
already quoted, reveals the fact that his happi- 
ness and usefulness at this time were dimin- 
ished by prejudices engendered in his mind by Mr. 
O'Kelly, his old friend and Presiding Elder, who 
attacked the character of Bishop Asbury—more 
than insinuated that he was insincere and ambi- 
tious, and that the ruin of the Church could be 
prevented in no other way but by "counteracting 



The General Conference met in Baltimore, Oct. 
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SI, 1792.* This was the first Conference of the kind 
held since the organization of the Church in 1784, 
and was composed of all the traveling preachers in 
full connection.. And it continued to meet quad- 
rennially in the same capacity, and with the same 
almost unlimited power, until the session of 1800, 
when the terms of membership were restricted to 
those who had traveled four years, and in 1808 
•the delegated General Conference was substituted 
for this meeting of the whole body of the preachers. 

*In 1858, Bishop Morris, in an article in tlie Chrisfian Advo- 
at a d Journal, said, "If any regular sessions (of the General 
C nf n ) were held in 1788 and 1792, the Minutes were not 
p n d — probatly not recorded, and are lost. It i8 presumable 
th J w held, and that they were held in the autumn." To 
wh 1 F S. Dellass replies: "The Bishop is right in his pre- 
Bump n that they were held, and held in the autumn. But we 
ai ! p[ y to say the Minutes are not entirely lost, and at some 
iut 1 y TOe may giye the Minutes of these two important Con^ 
f n n full. The first met Sept. 10, 1788— the other Nor. 1, 
1792." 

Wc think that the Bishop and Mr. DeHaas are both iu error us 
to 1788 — the former as to Lis "presumption," the latter as to his 
faots. There is no evidence that a General Conference was held 
in 1788. There was a Conference held in Baltimore on Sept. 
10th of that year, which oontinaed from ffodnesdaj until Sun- 
day ; but it was not a General Conference, hut the annual session 
of the Baltimore Conference. The "Couneir' plan was intro- 
duced ; the Bishops and Presiding Elders met instead of a Gene- 
ral Conference, from about 1788 to 1792, when that plan was 
superseded by a regular General Conference, or Convention. The 
delegated General Conference, it will bo remembered, was pro- 
vided for in 1808. If Mr. DeHasa can give us the Minutes of 
the Conferenoe of 1788 "iwyitB," or even in part, wc shall bo 
greatly surprised. 
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The Conference of 1792 was a very important ses- 
sion. The several Arniual Conferences had agreed 
to meet to review the condition of the Church, to 
revise and adopt auch rules and measuroa as might 
be found proper, and to settle certain questions 
which threatened the peace, if not the very exist- 
ence, of the Church. The body was comparatively 
a large one, representing every part of the Connec- 
tion, and in thia respect was the first General Con-^ 
ference after the organization of the Church in 
1784. Dr. Cote and Bishop Asbury "presided con- 
jointly over their deliberations." Mr. McKendroe, 
accompanied hy Mr. O'Kelly, went to Baltimore to 
attend its session. Thoy lodged together: their 
room became the place for the meeting of Mr. 
O'Kelly's discontented friends. The result of the 
caucus was an attempt to restrict the power of the 
Bishops in the appointment of the preachers. For 
this end Mr, O'Kelly brought forward a resolution, 
giving to "any preacher who may think himself 
injured by the appointment of the Bishop, the lib- 
erty to appeal to the Conference." After three 
days' animated discussion, the resolution was lost 
by a large majority. N^ext morning he signified in 
writing to the Conference that he should withdraw 
on account of the failure of his motion. Through- 
out this whole proceeding Bishop Aabury behaved 
with his usual modesty and propriety. He resigned 
the chair to Dr. Coke, and absented himself from 
the Conference, that the members might be under 
no restraint on account of his presence. This de- 
cision by the great body of the preachers them- 
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selves, ill favor of eontinuing the appointing power 
in the hands of the Bishop, after having tested the 
system for many years, was a signal vindication, 
both of the administration and their devotion to 
the groat cardinal feature of Methodism — its itin- 
erancy. 

But Mr. O'Kelly had gone too far to retract. 
In vain did the Conference send Freeborn Uar- 
rettaon and two other membera to dissuade him 
from secession, and reassure him of their good-will 
— Dr. Coke in vain sought to pacify his feelings in 
a personal, private interview— nothing but division 
would do him. He broke off, left the city, and in- 
duced Mr. McKendree and some others to leave 
with him. 

All except Mr. O'Kelly, however, asked and 
obtained permission to return home without giv- 
ing notice as to their ulterior purposes. In- 
deed, so far as they were concerned, they do not 
seem to have had any fixed purpose. They had 
many consultations upon their journey home. 
The latter part of the trip, Mr. McKendree was the 
only companion of hia late Presiding Elder. He 
unfolded his plan to his young protege. It was, 
to have "a republican, no slavery, glorious Church! 
Bishop Aabury was a pope ; the General Conference 
was a revolutionizing body ; the Bishop and his crea- 
tures were working the ruin of the Church to grat- 
ify their pride and ambition ! " 

Indeed, there is a strong probability that, know- 
ing he would be impeached on account of his de- 
nial of the distinct personality of the holy Trinity, 
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he felt himself "in a sti-ait between expulaion and 



The Conference adjourned on the 14th of Novem- 
ber, after having revised the Discipline with "re- 
gard to its Bubject-matter as a manual of Christian 
duty, and aa to the form and arrangement of the 
hook itself, but not effecting its fundamental laws 
or doctrines." 

On the 26th of ISTovember, Bishop Asbury opened 
the Conference for the Virginia District, in Man- 
chester. The interval between the. General and 
the Annual Conferences was too short to afford 
time for the removal of the feeling excited at the 
General Conference. Sympathizing deeply with 
his old, and apparently his best friend, imperfectly 
acquainted with the subject of Church-government, 
and, with the docility almost of a child, confiding 
in the misrepresentations of Mr. Asbury's charac- 
ter, and of the consequences likely to result to the 
Church from the aetion of the General Conference, 
as instilled into his mind by Mr. O'Eelly, Mr. 
McKendree respectfully wrote to the Conference, 
declining to take an appointment for the ensuing 
year. At the suggestion of Bishop Asbury, the 
Conference generously agreed that Mr. O'Kelly, 
"in view of his age and services," should receive 
his annual salary of ^40, as when he traveled in 
the Connection, provided he should not excite 
divisions among the members; and he actually 
I his salary for a part of the year. But, un- 

* Life and Times of Jesse Lee, p. 26, • 
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fortunately, he resolved to rend ali the tics that 
bound him to the Church, and set up in opposition 
to it his ideal "glorious Church." I need not re- 
peat the sad narrative of his -subsequent history — 
of the prejudices he excited against the Bishop and 
the Conference; of his too successful efforts to 
draw off disciples after him; of his waning influ- 
ence, until he lost the confidence and afleetiona of 
the people almost altogether; and of his death, in 
1826, in the 92d year of his age, preceded by a very 
touching interview between Bishop Asbury and 
himself. It is a melancholy story, and it is hoped 
may never be repeated in the future history of our 
Methodism. 

Shortly after the close of the Virginia Confer- 
ence, Bishop Asbury passed through the neighbor- 
hood of Mr. McKendree's father. The mind of 
young McKendree was ill at ease about his duty, 
and having had an interview with the Bishop, he 
was treated with great kindness, and invited to 
travel with him awhile. The invitation was ac- 
cepted, and as they went from one of the Bishop's 
appointments to another, through the eastern por- 
tion of Virginia, they calmly and fully discussed 
the subjects of Church-governmeut — especially 
Methodist government— the late attempt to change 
the system, the course and design of Mr. O'Kelly, 
and the consequences likely to result to him- 
self and others. Bishop Asbury did not corre- 
spond to the description which Mr. McKendree 
had heard of him. Instead of being austere, 
proud, ambitious, and bent upon subjecting the 
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liberties of tlic membership and the miniatry to hia 
will, he was surprised to find him humble, devout, 
self-denying, and unceasing in his efforts for the 
welfare of the Church. He soon understood, too, 
the evil consequences whieh would inevitably fol- 
low the adoption of Mr. O'Kelly's late favorite 
measure — the ruin of the General Superintendency, 
and of the whole itinerant system. The spell of 
the enchanter was broken; humbled and mortified 
at his own weakness, with characteristic candor, he 
confessed his error, was received again into the con- 
fidence of the noble and warm-hearted old Bishop, 
and at once sent to the city of Norfolk as the 
stationed preacher. This is the amount of Mr. 
M'Kcndree's defection. He had been perplexed 
and bemldered by the misrepresentations of his 
Presiding Elder — "cast down, but not destroyed." 
He did not withdraw from the Church or the 
ministry. His itinerancy was temporarily sus- 
pended, at his own request, but after about a month 
he resumed his position and his work in the ranks 
with his late associates, having become a wiser 
man. His love of the Church and the purity of 
his motives were unquestionable. The mental and 
religious struggle through which he passed in this 
affair led him to examine more critically the sys- 
tem of Church-governraent recommended by Mr. 
"Wesley and adopted by the General Conference of 
1784, and resulted in strengthening his attachment 
to the existing institutions of the Church, and fix- 
ing him inflexibly against all sudden and serious 
changes in its polity. Disaff'ection to Metliodism, 
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it has been said, is a disei^e which never attacks a 
member or minister but once in his life. If he re- 
cover from this attack, he is in no danger of it 
any more. And so it was with Mr. McKendree. 
Henceforth he was ever among the most zealous, 
able, and consistent advocates of its polity, never 
wavering nor ceasing to defend and promote the 
welfare of the Chnrch, with all the energies of his 
sonl and body, to the day of his death. 

The name of William McKendree appears in the 
"Minntes of 1793," in charge of Korfolk and 
Portsmouth. His own concise account of this 
year's work is as follows: "Though it was a year 
of contention and much confusion, I enjoyed peace 
with the members of the station." This contention 
and confusion were no doubt mainly owing to the 
efforts of Mr. O'Kclly and his adherents to preju- 
dice the community against the Church, and draw 
off its membership. It was a time of trial. Many 
excellent members and some useful preachers, in- 
fluenced by their respect for Mr. O'Kelly, and not 
fully apprehending the subject, were misled and 
abandoned the Church. Ohurch-reiations and fam- 
ily ties were rudely sundered — love and harmony 
were succeeded by "strife and every evil work," 
and the enemies of Methodism exulted at the pros- 
pect of witnessing the fulfillment of its predicted 
dissolution. And although the principal agent in 
this deplorable secession soon saw that his plan was 
a Mlure, so far as regards his usefulness, or the 
ruin of the Church he had deserted, yet within 
the bounds of his old District, and among many 
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of Ma old friends, lie wi'ought irreparable injury. 
Many long years have scarcely yet obliterated the 
painful results of that day upon the descendants of 
those who were so unfortunate as to have followed 
him. Indeed, no one gained any thing hy this 
schism, while the Church, the community, and even 
the agitators themselves, were injured. 

The lesson enforced by this sad occurrence is, 
that a needless rending of Church-relations is a 
great evil. To justify it, there must be a convic- 
tion that its doctrines or its economy are unscrip- 
tural, or its administmtion subversive of the high 
and holy ends of Church-organization. Duty to 
the Church itself, as well as fealty to its Head, may 
demand the sacrifice of union, when the Church 
departs from the precepts of the Bible and sets her- 
self to a course which must work the ruin of the 
great object of her organization; but woe to those 
who for trivial causes or selfish ends seek to divide 
the Church of God ! 

At the ensuing Conference, which was held in 
Petersburg, November 25, 1793, his character was 
passed as blameless— fifty-five preachers present, 
Bishop Asbury presiding. His appointment for 
the next year was to Union Circuit, with Nicholas 
"Waters as his helper. Tobias Gibson was also ap- 
pointed to this circuit for one quarter. It seems 
that at this Conference he offered to travel awhile 
with Bishop Asbuiy, that his ofler was accepted, 
and that the quarter spent in the company of that 
excellent and wise man was very profitably em- 
ployed. At the close of the three months, he en- 
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tored upon the wort assigned him, and Tobias 
Gibson, according to a previous airangemeut, be- 
came the Bishop's traveling companion. Union 
Circuit was in the State of South Carolina, and his 
Presiding Elder this year was Philip Bruce, of 
precious memory. We have no record of the man- 
ner in which he conducted himself upon this cir- 
cuit, but doubt not he manifested his usual zeal and 
industry, and was useful in getting souls converted 
and building up the Church. 

Heretofore separate Conferences had been held 
in Virginia, North and South Carolina; but by 
agreement among them, they wore all to meet at 
Petersburg on the 25th of iNovember, 1794. The 
qmall-pox prevaihng in that place at the time, the 
■Conference was held at " Sister Mabry's," in Green- 
Tille county — about eighty preachers present, and 
Bishop Asbury presiding. At this Conference, he 
was appointed to Bottetourt Circuit, Virginia, 
ander John Kobler as his Presiding Elder. Ilere 
Bgain we have no written data of his course; but 
as he was considered worthy and faithful by his col- 
leagues, we have a right to presume that neither 
his character nor Ms manner of life changed for 
the worse. And this inference is strengthened by 
the fact that at the next Conference, held at Salem 
Chapel, Mecklenburg county, Virginia, November 
24, 1795, he was appointed, by Bishop Asbury, Pre- 
siding Elder over a very important District, in the 
Virginia Conference. lie had now been eight 
years a regular itinerant preacher. Ho had won 
the esteem of every community among whom he 
VOL. I.. — 7 
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had labored, and enjoyed in a high degree the con- 
fidence and love of the preachers. He had been 
studious, prompt in the discharge of every duty, 
zealous, and laborious. Hia standard of morals 
and religious experience had been the Holy Scrip- 
tures. He had sought and found the blessing of 
sanctifying love, and in every manner had made 
"full proof of his ministry." Now he was called 
to preside over a District, and at the same time was 
placed as preacher in charge of a circuit; for in 
those days, "the higher the ofSce, the harder the 
■work." The next year, his District was greatly en- 
larged, and he was found to be admirably adapted 
to this work of supervising the operations of the 
preachers and the general interests of the Church 
within his District. He remained upon it three 
years. As Presiding Elder, his sphere of useful 
labor was greatly enlarged. Hia District extended 
from the Chesapeake Bay over the Blue Eidge and 
Alleghany Mountains, and embraced an extensive 
region of territory upon the western waters. The 
rides were long, and the charge reciuired much 
preaching and devolved upon him many cares. 
The following is his own account of these three 
years of sacrifice and toil : 

"I was blessed with many friends on this Dis- 
trict, abundant in kind offices, and some of them 
able counselors. We were blessed with a revival 
of religion; many professed to obtain regenerating 
grace, and joined the Church. The members pro- 
voked one another to love and good works, and 
their advancement in the divine life was evident. 
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But the abundant labors and care which the charge 
imposed were too groat for my strength. My 
etndies were partially prevented by attention to 
other branches of duty, and my nervous system 
was somewhat impaired. But I was fully compen- 
sated m having intimate union and commnnion 
with the adorable Saviour, and the increasing pros- 
perity of the Obureb at once invigorated my zeal 
and increased my joy iu the Lord." 

In 1798, he was appointed to a District lying in 
the bounds of the Baltimore Conference, contiguous 
to that he had traveled the three preceding years, 
and which was almost as largo as the former field 
of his labors. It extended from the Chesapeake Bay 
over the Blue Eidge, and terminated at the foot of 
the Alleghany Mountains. This was to him a year 
of labor and trials; but he says "they were forgot- 
ten in the overwhelming commnnion with God, and 
reviving interviews with my followers. Here I 
found fathers and mothers in Israel, by whose ex- 
ample I was edified and comforted." 

Following the narrative of Bishop Sonle in his 
funeral discourse already adverted to, we proceed to 
say, that in the spring of 1800, he was returned to 
the District from ivhieh he had been taken the year 
before, and, in the fall of the same year. Bishops 
Asbnry and TVhatooat passed throngh his District 
and took him with them to the Western Conference' 
which met at Bethel, Kentucky, in October, I8O0' 
Here he was appointed to the oversight of the 
whole Conference, in the character of a Presiding 
Elder of the District which embraced the State of 
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Kentucky and that part of Virginia west of the 
Great KanawHa Eiver, East and "West Tennessee, 
and all the settled territory west of the Ohio River, 
including what is now the State of Ohio, and an 
extensive mission in the State of Illinois. The 
Katehez Mission was also connected with this 
charge. He had now to travel about fifteen hun- 
dred miles to compaea his District, and the whole 
of it, with the exception of Bast Tennessee and 
Western Virginia, was a new and rapidly populat- 
ing country. This was a field of labor and enter- 
prise well suited to the ealightened views and 
ardent devotion of this excellent minister of Christ- 
It was a work worthy of St. Paul, and which re- 
quired the zeal of an apostle to accomplish it. He 
entered into it with a deep sense of his dependence 
upon divine aid, and with that vigorous and per- 
severing activity which, by the blessing of God, 
was attended with abundant success. It should be 
rememhered that a very large portion of the coun- 
trj' embraced in his new charge was just being 
settled with emigrants from the old States, who 
were subject to the discomforts common to the first 
settlers in all new countries. Small companies of 
these emigrants would locate themselves in neigh- 
borhoods many miles remote from each other, 
without any method of intercourse but the pocket 
compass, trees marked with the ax, or the tops of 
bushes hent down and half broken. These were 
the landmarks and highways of our McKendree 
through a large part of the Valley of the Mississippi. 
It was his wise and benevolent plan, with the 
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handful of preachers in his charge, to advance with 
the population of the country, and to plant the 
standard of the cross, and preach Jesus and the 
resurrection in the frontier settlements. 

In the prosecation of this plan, he and his noblo 
band of fellow-laborers had necessarily to encoun- 
ter and overcome many formidable diiBcnlties. 
They were frequently ministers of gospel consola- 
tion to the people in their camps and cabina, in the 
woods and canebrakcs, before their fields had been 
opened sufficiently to raise a comfortable support 
for their families. In getting to them, for the want 
of roads or paths, they were conducted through the 
trackless woods ; and for want of bridges or boats, 
they swam rivers and creeks. They carried their 
provisiona for man aud beast on their horses, cooked 
their simple meals in the wilderness, slept at night 
upon their blankets, and under the open sky : owls, 
bears, wolves, and panthers were their sercnadcrs, 
and sometimes the wily and cruel Indian dogged 
their steps by day, and hovered around their camp- 
fires at night, to steal or kill as his sagacity might 
dictate. In the morning, if spared, they raised 
their hearts in gratitude, and went on their way 
rejoicing. 

But let us hear his own description, drawn from 
experience, of the Methodist traveling preacher's - 
life in the "Western frontier work : "While on the 
way through these frontier settlements, if we came 
to a creek or river, we had the privilege of swim- 
ming it; and when safely landed on the other bank, 
it was a consolation to reflect we had left that ob- 
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Btniction behind, and that the way to tho next lay 
open and plain before us. If night overtook U3 
before wc could reach a house, it was our privilege 
to gather wood where we eould find it, make a fire, 
eat our morsel, and supplicate a throne of grace 
with as free access as in a palace or a church. Being 
weary, we rested sweetly and securely under the 
divine protection ; and when we arrived at our des- 
^tination, if the accommodations were of the hum- 
blest kind, we had the inexpressible satisfaction of 
being received with a hearty welcome, and accom- 
modated with the best the family could afford ; and, 
though verj- inferior in the estimation of the deli- 
cate and those accustomed to sumptuous fare, yet 
all the real wants of nature were supplied. "We ate 
heartily, slept sweetly, and rejoiced with the pious 
and affectionate people who received and treated 
the ministers of the gospel as angels of God; and, 
above all, when the time arrived for us to deliver 
our message, tho people flocked together, and 
seemed to want to hear what God the Lord wonld 
say. Tho prayers of the pious ascended the hill of 
the Lord; divine power attended the preaching of 
the word ; sinners were convicted, many were con- 
verted to God, and the Church was enlarged and 
' built up in the faith once delivered to the saints.' " 
In conclusion, he says : " My appointment required 
much riding. I preached often, and sustained a 
great charge ; and yet I esteem those among the 
happiest days of my life. Strange as it may seem, 
there, in the midst of exposure and many priva- 
tions, ray impaired constitution was restored, and 
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my general health greatly improved. I onjoyeil 
peace and consolation through faith, and was ena- 
bled to walk with God." Eight years of Mr. Mc- 
Kendree's life—!, e., from 1800 to 1808— were spent 
in this way while presiding over the work in the 
wilds of the "HTcBtern frontier. They were years of 
almost inconceivable hardship and toil, but of great 
usefulness and happiness. His being selected for 
this post by Mr. Asbury seems to have been provi. 
dcntial, for scarcely another man could have been 
fonnd combining so many qualifications for this del- 
icate and difficult field of ministerial labor. 

It evinced that great peculiarity in Mr. Asbury's 
character, by which he seemed almost intuitivelv to 
read the characters of men, and was thus enabled 
to select the proper preachers for the appointments. 
Never was a more felicitous appointment made 
than was the seleetion of this devoted servant of 
Jesus to the Western work. His deep piety and 
fervid zeal, his intimate knowledge of the doctrines 
and discipline of the Church, his remarkable ca- 
pacity to govern, and to infuse into the preachers 
his own spirit ; his almost morbid love of order, and 
his methodical manner of conducting business; his 
wonderful astuteness and qniekness of apprehen- 
sion, combined with a grave and jet most prepos- 
seasingpersonal appearance, and hiswonderfnl power 
of illustrating whatever he sought to teach— all 
concurred to mark bim as preeminently the man 
for the people and the country. God seems to 
have raised him up for this very position; and while 
thousands have already blessed God for it, future 
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generations of Methodists in the West and Soath 
will look back with gratitude to his iiifl.uenee in 
building up and extending the work of God in tliis 
wide field of hia operations. How much Methodism 
owes to him for its success in this region, can never 
be known until the light of eternity shall reveal it. 

Never did the Chnrch more urgently need an 
able and devoted leader to guide and control its 
operations than did the vast District to which Mr. 
McKendree was assigned at the "Western Conference 
of 1800. Indications of religious quickening had 
occurred in several sections of the country in 1799 ; 
and in 1800, what is familiarly known as " the great 
revival in the "Western county," took place. Bishop 
Asbury had not visited them since 1793. The Dis- 
trict had been left without a Presiding Elder at 
their last Conference; the circuits which were very 
large had but one preacher, and local preachers were 
quite scarce. Among the latter, however, the names 
of John McGee, liTathanael Harris, Benjamin Worth- 
cut, Philip Taylor, and others deserve notice ; while 
among the few itinerants scattered over the region, 
William Burke, Henry Smith, John Sale, John 
Page, Thomas Wilkerson, and othei-s not so well 
known, were bold and powerful ministers of Christ. 
Among the Presbyterians, Messrs. McGready, Wm. 
McGee, (brother to the Methodist preacher,) Ran- 
kin, and Hodge, deserve honorable mention for their 
talents and usefulness in this revival. 

If the history of this glorious work had not been 
already given to the public, it migVit be profitable 
to trace the progress and results of it, but as that 
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has been done with auffieient minuteness by eoveral 
writers, we shall only add that it seemed to burst 
forth almost simultaneously in various places in 
Kentucky, and in that part of Middle Tennessee 
bordering upon the line of Kentucky. Cane Eidge, 
Red River, and Bourbon county, Kentucky, were 
specially the places where the work received a 
mighty impulse. Meetings began to bo held all 
over the country, attended by immense crowds of 
most deepiy-exeited hearers. The Presbyterian 
and Methodist preachers labored together aa breth- 
ren ; a "unwn" was formed; the-large meetings 
were placed under the charge of committees, who 
were to appoint the preachers to the pulpit, and su- 
vcs of the two 
p as a conven- 
val spread with 



.pervise the exercises as representati 
Churches. Camp-meeiings sprung u 
ience, if not a neijessity. The revi 
unparalleled rapidity and overwhelming power ; 



meetings were prolonged day and night for eight or 
ten days successively, and many thousands in Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee, and Ohio were the trophies of 
the work. As might be expected in so wide-spread 
and general a state of religious excitement, there 
were excesses and irregularities among some of the 
subjects. The exercises known as jerks and dancing 
appeared, although discountenanced generally by 
the more intelligent and sedate part of the minis- 
ters and members. A great deal of enthusiasm was 
excited, and doubtless some fanaticism also; yet a 
vast amount of good was aceompHshed, and many 
who seemed to act fi-om impulse, and ran into ex- 
cesses in manifesting their emotions, became steady 
7* 



,1 Google 



154 tIFG AND TIMES OP 

and coneistent Christians, and closed life in peace 
and hope. The Churches had a fresh baptism, and 
were united in fraternal love. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, the peculiarities of Methodism — class-meet- 
ings, love-feasts, and the regular operations of the 
itinerant system — were suspended for the occfisiou, 
under the influence of the "union agreement;" 
and the supposed Arminian tendency of the Cum- 
berland Presbytery, and their refusal to withhold 
licenses from men who were useful and acceptable 
to the community, but were not classically edu- 
cated, brought about a serious and permanent 
division of the Presbyterian Church. 

This refusaT on the part of the Cumberland Pres- 
bytery to abide by the requirements of their Church, 
resulted in the secession of some excellent minis- 
ters, and the organization of the Gumberhnd Ftes- 
byterian Church. This Church having materially 
modified the Calvinism of the ""Westminster Con- 
fession," and adopted an itinerant system of preach- 
ing, has accomplished much good in the "West and 
South, and continues to evince that it is a true 
branch of the living Vine. 

Mr. McKendree arrived in this country when this 
religious excitement was at its height, and passed, 
along with his venerable traveling companions, 
through Kentucky, and down to iNashville, Tennes- 
see, preaching with great power and success wher- 
ever he went. The more he surveyed the field of 
his future labor, the more was he impressed with 
the exceeding delicacy and difficulty of the task be- 
fore; him. He clearly saw that the time of sifting 
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and of trial was at hand — that the existing state of 
things could not endure — the union would soon ter- 
minate, and that the least impropriety on the part 
of any of the preachers would be quoted aa a viola- 
tion of the "agreement." He resolved, if he eould, 
he would avoid this odium ; and owing to his pru- 
dence and firmness, the Methodists came bonorahly 
out of this entangling alliance, and the parties re- 
sumed the proper and independent exercise of their 
respective Chureh-regulatioiis without a serious 
breach of esteem and brotherly love.* 

Mr. McKendree was now in a position which 
called forth all the qualities of his mind and heart, 
and taxed to their utmost capacity the energies of 
his manly and vigorous body. Hie eminent piety 
and punctual attention to all the rules of holy liv- 
ing, made him an admirahle example both for 

* Our McKendree'a advico to preaoliers and po pip vi\^ Hold 
fast to jour doctrine acd discipline. Otheis mij gpt along 
without rule, but we cannot." This was wholesome ind seos u 
able odyice, and was attended to. It gave ofipaso to Home ] ut 
was a means of keeping ua together, and we posp red But 
mournful to tell, those who got above creeds, forma, and oonfes- 
sidnB, while thej professed to he Christiana, went from one ex- 
treme to another, till three of their most aealous and flaming min- 
isters (Presbjterian) landed in Shakerism — one, if not more, be- 
came an Arian — one, at least, wont among" the Chnat-ians, and 
the rest held fast or returned to their Confession of Faith.— a 
Smith's Recolleciions of an Old Mnerant, pp. 59, 60. 

The Preshyteriana in Cumberland managed their reviral much 
better, for when they eould no longer subscribe to every part of 
their Confession of Faith, they organised an independent Presby- 
tery, into which they admitted men of gifts and usefulness, with- 
out requiring a collegiate education, etc, — P. CO. 
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preachers and membera, and gave force to his office 
and his character. His clear apprehension of 
biblical doctrines, his thorough acquaintance with 
Methodism, his tact in simplifying to the moat 
ordinary capacity any sabjeet which he had stud- 
ied, his persuasive and winning manners, united 
to a remarkable' power of close and logical analysis, 
blending at the same time the tenderest pathos with 
an occasional burst of the sublime and even the ter- 
rible in his moments of earnest and impassioned 
eloquence, made him a model preacher, and, by the 
blessing of God, gave great efficiency to hia minis- 
trations. 

Tet all these qualifications, however important 
to his usefulness as a preacher, would not have in- 
sured his success as the presiding officer in a great 
moral and religions enterprise. And happily these 
were not all, nor were they his chief qualifications, 
for the post he occupied. He had a mature miad, 
a sound judgment, a determined will, and (what is 
of infinite importance to one in his position) could 
arrange and plan his work with a view to ulterior 
results, with almost uuequaled skill; and what he 
planned with so much wisdom, he executed with 
equal ardor and perseverance. ^Nothing diverted 
his attention from the work of Gfod. lie had no 
family ties demanding his attention; and the pecu- 
niary condition of those most nearly related to him 
was not such as to give him anxiety. As to wealth 
and honor, he "spurned them." Personal ease had 
no allurements for him. If ever a human heart 
loved Jerusalem above its chief joy — loved it 
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with all the tenderness and strength of a pure, 
deep, and filial affection, and "drew ail ita cares and 
studies this way," his was that heart, and the Meth- 
odist Church was to him as a precious mother. He 
cared little about aught else. He firmly believed 
that Methodism, in its doctrines, was the simplest 
and best exponent of Scripture truth, that its 
moral regimen was practical Christianity, and its 
polity— especially its great itinerant system of 
preaching the gospel, sustained by an efficient, im- 
partial, and practical general superintendency— was 
the best plan yet devised for the universal diffusion 
of religious truth; and honestly and cordially be- 
lieving thus, he threw himself into the ranks of the 
brave and true-hearted who gave themselves "a 
living sacrifice" to the noblest of causes, under the 
conviction that he had nothing too good to give to 
such an object, and that a short life is not too long 
to "apply wholly to this one thing." So had he 
vowed in his solemn ordination, and that vow he 
kept. 

The late Hcv. James Gtwin, himself a resident of 
Tennessee, and for many years a useful traveling 
preacher under Mr. McKendree, made the following 
remarks in reference to his peculiar qualifications 
as a Presiding Elder on frontier work; 

"Brother McKendree, having been appointed to 
the charge of the western vrork, soon formed a plan 
to carry the gospel to evety neighborhood. He 
employed as many local preachers and exhorters as 
he could, to visit the uncultivated regions; and they 
went forth, and the Lord went with them, and the 
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tidings of salvation were soon heard in almost 
every settlement. In traveling througli the bar- 
rens of Kentucky, he found a place where preach- 
ing was needed, and sent that excellent man, John 
McGcc, to it. He preached, a gracious revival fol- 
lowed, a society was raised, and a church buUt. 
As I commenced about this time to speak in pubiie, 
he sent me to visit the new settlement, and I eon- 
tinned preaching from place to place until our 
Conference came on; then I was received into the 
traveling connection on trial. The business of 
Jesse "Walker and myself, who were received at the 
same time, was to enlarge the work. . . . The work 
spread rapidly— -for until then there was hut one 
circuit in all the region about Nashville and Gal- 
latin. Eed Eiver and Barren Circuits were soon 
formed, then Green Eiver and Roaring River Cir- 
cuits were added, and Brother "Walker went on 
forming circuits west and north until he reached 
the Ohio River, and Brother McKondree devised a 
plan to carry the gospel west of the Ohio to the 
Mississippi River, And as Louisiana had been pur- 
chased and .brought into our government, he sent 
Brothers "Walker and Lewis Garrett to make a 
trial in that region, where they soon succeeded in 
planting the standard of the cross." 

Br. Bangs (History M. E. Church, Vol. IL, p. 
Ill) says: 

"Mr. McKeadree was the life and soul of this 
army of itinerants. Wherever he went, both by 
precept and example, ho aroused the lukewarn to 
diligence, confirmed those who stood in the faith, 



,1 Google 



BISHOP m'kendreb. 159 

and alarmed the fears of careless sinners, by his 
powerful appeals to their consciences. By this 
means many local preachers who had moved into 
the counti-y were induced to forsake their secu- 
lar employments and enter the ranks of the itiner- 
ancy." 

The District to which Mr. McKendreo was ap- 
pointed in 1801 was called Kentucky Diatrict— this 
heing the first time that names were given to Dis- 
tricts. Its limits, however, as we have already 
seen, were far from being restricted to the State of 
Kentucky. 

The ensuing Conference was held at Ebenezer, 
in East Tennessee, beginning on the 31st of Octo- 
ber, 1801. Bishop Asbury was present, and eays 
in his Journal, "Our brethren in Kentucky did 
not attend; they pleaded the greatness of the work 
of God." Mr. McKendree was returned to his for- 
mer District. Natchezwasnowadded to his District, 
and Tobias Gibson, of precious memory, was sent" to 
that work as the only itinerant preacher in all that re- 
gion. The next Conference was held at Strother's, 
or Station Camp, in Sumner county, Tennessee, 
October 2, 1802, and again the aged but indefati- 
gable Asbury was present, although too much af- 
flicted to be able to preach. He says, however, "I 
was able to ordain by employing Brother McKen- 
dree to examine those who were presented, and to 
station the preachers." The Minutes for this year 
show that the work was steadily advancing in the 
West, insomuch that it was now found necessary to 
divide it into three Districts— Holston and Oumber- 
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land being added to Kentucky, Mr. MoKendree 
continuing upon the last. 

Bishop Asbury continuing in very infirm health, 
and suffering great pain from exposure and long 
rides on horseback, Mr. KcKendree accompanied 
him on his return to the East, through East Ten- 
nesaee. Bishop Asbury, in his Journal, speaks 
most respectfully and gratefully of his kindness to 
Mm on this trip, and frequently alludes to his' 
preaching. " Brother McKendree made me a tent," 
says Bishop Asbury, in this wilderness journey, 
" of bis own and John Watson's blankets, and hap- 
pily saved me from taking cold, while I slept 
about two hours under my grand marquee. Brother 
McKendree threw his cioak over the limb of a tree, 
and he and bis companion took shelter underneath 
and slept also. I think I will never more brave the 
wilderness without a tent." After some time he 
adds, "I have been sick for twenty-three days — ah, 
the tale of woe I might relate ! My dear McKen- 
dree had to lift me up an-d down from my horse, 
like a helpless child. For my sickness and suffer- 
ing, I conceive, I am indebted to sleeping uncov- 
ered in the wilderness. . . . On Monday, 8th 
November, I parted from my dear McKendree." 

Mr. McKendree spent this year in his usual man- 
ner. He attended Conference at Mount Gerizim, 
Harrison county, Kentucky, October 2, 1803. The 
work was enlarging in the West, and the tide of 
emigration so astonishingly rapid that Bishop As- 
bury found it necessary to form a new District 
north-west of the Ohio Kiver, with William Burke 



,1 Google 



BISHOP m'kbndree. 161 

as Presiding Elder. Mr. McEeiidree remained on 
the Kentucky, John "Watson on the Holston, and 
Lewis Garrett was placed upon the Cumberland 
District. 

As this closed his fourth year upon the Kentucky 
District, let us advert to the increase of the mem- 
hership which had occurred within the bounds of 
his original District. The General Minutes show 
that in 1800 there were only 1,941 whites and 116 
colored. In 1804 there were 11,141 whites and 
734 colored. Instead of 1 District there were 4; 
instead of 11 traveling preachers, they now num- 
bered 45. So wonderfully had the work extended 
and the membership multiplied, that we are con- 
strained to say, "What hath God wrought!" Our 
McKendree had contributed in a large degree to 
this unparalleled success, and, with his noble col- 
leagues, desei'ves to he held for ever in grateful re- 
membrance by the Church, 

On May 7, 1804, the fourth regular General Con- 
ference hegan in Baltimore, and closed the 2Sd. 
Bishops Coke, Asburj', and Whatcoat were present, 
and, of course, presided. One hundred and seven 
preachers took their seats as entitled to member- 
ship,* "William Burke, Thomas Milligan, and John 

•As Mr. McKendree waa not present at this Geoeral Confer- 
ence, its acts are not Eeoessarily oonneoted with his l)iogi:aphj ; 
yet it may not he out of place to say that the principal tiuainess 
of the sesaiott was a careful reyiSon of the whole book of Disci- 
pline — that it was taken up seriatim, and every chapter and see- 
tion calmly and critically reviewed, and passed by an almost 
. It was the general inipresision among the old- 



,1 Google 



162 LIFE AND TIMES OP 

■Watson were from the "Western Conference. It 
seems that Mr. MeEeodree had intended to go to 
this Conference, as everypreacherwiio had traveled 
four years had a right to do ; and that he re- 
ceived money to pay his expenses to it; "but from 
some cause — probably because he thought it more 
important to stay and attend to his charge, or prob- 
ably because he preferred to assist Mr. Burke — he 
declined going, and handed the money over to the 
latter, adding something from his own scanty 
purse. 

It is impossible to estimate properly the impor- 
tance of the service which this faithful and wise 
servant of Jesus Christ rendered to the cause of 
religion, and of Methodism, without considering 
the peculiar state of things in the "West about this 
period. The revival which began in 1799, and 
spread like a mighty inundation during several 
years until it extended over nearly all the popu- 
lated sections of the "West and South-west, and 
aroused the whole Methodist family in Europe and 
America to new and more vigorous efforts, seemed 
to have so excited the minds of many persons upon 
the subject of religion as to offer an occasion 

est and most influeDtial members of the bodj, that the General 
Conference ought to be constituted on the plan of an equalized 
repreeeatation, according to & proper ratio, with delegated powers. 
Indeed, it eeema this waa the preT^ling sentiment, but, inaamnch 
as it had not been espeoted by all the Annual Conferences that 
this change would now be made, and as no plan had been matured 
or was presented for this pui'pose, nothing decisive was done in 
1804r— leaving to the ensuing General Conference to arrange it. 
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for the operation of seceders, fanatics, and im- 
postors. K'ot only was it necessary to defend the 
Church against the attacks of some of the old trav- 
eling preachers who Bought to revolutionize it by 
openly advocating in the West Mr. O'KelJy's no- 
tions of Church-government, to sustain our doc- 
trines against Calvinism and its Antinomiau se- 
quences, and the ordinances in opposition especially 
to the popular declamation on the subject of bap- 
tism, but it waa equally necessary to guard against 
the excesses which too frequently accompanied this 
■glorious revival of the work of God *_exces9e8 
which astonish and humiliate us who are ao far 
removed from their transaction, but some of which 
it is even now far easier to denounce than to ac- 
count for, and which were still more difficult to pre- 
vent while the whole community were like a forest 
agitated by a tempest. Unfortunately, some of 
those having a high reputation for piety, and even 
some eminent ministers of the gospel— especially 
among the Presbyterians— gave the sanction of their 
example to such unseemly bodily exercises as jerk- 
ing, jumping, running, dancing, and barking. Many 
pious but mistaken persons identified these violent 
spasmodic actions with the revival itself, and were 
ready to doubt the piety of a preacher who might 
seek to prevent them. Alas for our boasted philos- 
ophy when we are suddenly brought under the influ- 



* Tlie Rev. Henry Smith, in .lija EeoollectioiiB of an Old Itin- 
erant, (p. 50,) bears his testimony to tho value of Mr. McKen- 
dree's efforts in these respects. 
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ence of novel and powerful impulaei 
when subjects of a mysterioua and spiritual charac- 
ter engross the mind. Excitable and superstitions 
natures, under such circumstances, are often swept 
from the moorings of reason and common sense, 
and drifted out into the dangerous sea of fanaticism. 
Such persons too often become the victims of the 
cold and selfish impostor, who, under pretensions 
to piety and zeal, opens in the temple of God 
a kind of moral brokerage, in order to speculate 
upon the errors and tnisfortunes of society ! To add 
to the list of troubles, about this time a company of 
Shaking Quaker preachers, from ~Sew York, came 
among them with their new-fangled doctrines and 
high pretensions to spiritual impulses. Their pre- 
tended zeal and piety misled many persona, and 
among others several valuable Presbyterian min- 
isters, and a number of unwary members. Mr. 
Kankin, who had been very active and useful in the 
great revival, abandoned the Presbyterian Church, 
and soon became a leader among them. About this 
time another portion seceded from thePreehyterian 
Church, who were called by different names — such 
as Marshallites, Stoneites, Schismatics, etc. These 
affected extraordinary zeal, denounced Confessions 
of Faith, Church-discipline, adopted immersion as 
the exclusive mode of baptism, and were understood 
to have imbibed sentiments derogatory to the divin- 
ity of the Redeemer, with other tenets which affect 
the essentials of Christianity. Here, again, Pres- 
byterian ministers seem to have led off in these 
dangerous innovations. But amidst this convulsion 
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in the religious commuinty, the Methodists kept on 
the even tenor of their way, adhering to their ex- 
ceUeiit Discipline, and uniformly teaching that sys- 
tem of doctrine which they had long since learned, 
and which was not only the popular but the useful 
doctrine of the revival.* William McKendree, al- 
though not diatinguished like some of his associates 
as a '^revivalist," in the popular sense of the term, 

* The Tonorable Henry Smith narrates, in his Eeoolleotions of 
an Old Itinerant, the foUowiDg facts in ooDnection with this sub- 
ject : 

" By the reoommendation of Dr. , Mr, MoNamar, a Pres- 
byterian minister, and, of course, a Calvioist, went to hear our 
McKendree. The suhjeot thafe day was, the SKtent of the atone- 
ment and salvation by faith in Christ Mr. HcNamar was so 
charmed with the simple eloquence of the preacher and the ibi-eo 
of his argumenta, that he said in himself as he wont home. This 
is a doctrine that is calculated to do good. It bo wrought upon 
his mind that ehorUy afterward, perhaps the nest Sabbath, he 
began upon the sapie heavenly theme in his own congregation, 
and the mighty power of God came down upon him and his con- 
gregation, and many of them fell to the floor under il^-tho 
preacher among the rest. To the congregation this was strange 
work, but not so sti'ange to the Methodists, for, thank the Lord, 
we kept the fire buraing in the midst of surrounding darkness 
ajid opposition. Some of the Methodists began to talk to those in 
distresB, and also sung and prayed; but someof the oldera (who 
were still on. their feet) said, ' If it is the Lord's work, let him do 
his own;' but they replied, ' The Lord works by means,' and per- 
sisted. Some soon found peace, and began to rejoice. As there 
was some crowding among those who were down, one sdd, ' Do n't 
tread on Mr. McKamar.' He heard it, and cried out, ' Yes, let 
them tread on me, ibr I deserve it. if I and my congregation 
had been called to judgment a few weeks ago, what would have 
become of us?' This (ho adds) was the beginning of the revival 
in the Eastern part of Kentucky." — Pp. 53, 54. 
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yet was evidently and confessedly the leader and 
planner of their operations, the ablest defender of 
the doctrines and polity of the Church, and the 
chief conservator of its union and harmony. His 
counsels gave confidence, his presence inspired the 
timid with courage, and his self-sacrificing and con- 
sistent course exemplified and honored the charac- 
ter of Methodist itinerancy. "With him as loader 
under God, the preachers and people felt certain of 
success. 

Justice to his fellovr-laborera requires it to be 
said that they were worthy of their captain. And 
surely, with Bishops Asbury and Whatcoat as chief 
counselors, and with such colleagues as William 
Burke, Learner Blacliman, Jesse Walker, John 
Sale, Thomas Wilkerson, Henry Smith, Tobias 
Gibson, Jacob Young, Lewis Garrett, James Gwin, 
John Page, John A. Granade, John Watson, and 
others of like piety and zeal, the- cause of God 
was in as safe hands as frail humanity often affords. 
And now that they have all passed away, with not 
a solitary exception — Gibson and Blackmaa having 
fallen early and suddenly, while Burke, Wilkerson, 
and Garrett have but recently sunk into the grave, 
as the sun goes slowly down on a long summer's 
eve — we may be excused from saying, that in labora, 
privations, practical sense, profound piety, true elo- 
quence, and wonderful success in their holy calling, 
they were a noble band, and deserve to be held in 
perpetual remembrance. What if they lived poor,* 

*From (1 ineraorandum-book, vei-y neatiy kept in Mr. MeKen- 



,1 Google 



BISHOP M KENDftEB. 167 

and died "uuhonored and unsung" — their graves 
scattered all over the great valley where they toiled 
and "fell at their posts," with few atones to mark 



dree's haad-writiDg, showing " moneya received from 1799 to 1804 
iDclusive," we malie the following synopsis, premising tlmt the 
salary of a preacher from 1784 ta 1800 was 864 per annum- 
equal to £ld 4s._and \raa rajsed to 880 at the General Confer- 
ence of 1800: 

" Salary deflcient four quarters 1799, on the Northern District 
Of Virginia, £5 15s. lid." 

Within that period ho charges himself with " private gifts 
worth £3 6s. 6rf."— socks being vnlaed at from 7s. M. to 6». per 
pair— and then, out of the pittance of ahout $40 which he re- 
oeiTod on a hard year's work, he "gave away to the poor, and 
other charitable objects," about $10 more ; ao that he subsisted 
that year on $30, or drew upon his own private iiinds for the re- 
mainder; and yet his cash account for that year shows that his 
actual cash-expenses amounted to £15 Os. lOJd, esclusive of trav- 
eling oxpeDBea, gifts, etc. This was almost double the amount he 
received in caali, clothes, etc, 

ffis memorandum from 1800 to Oct., 1801, shows that, although 
his salary was raised to |80 per annum, he only received three 
dollars the first quarter, and two dollars for the next. The whole 
deGcieney of this yoai- was £17 15s. lOd— showing that he re- 
ceived during his first year's work as Presiding Elder in the West 
about twenf;/ dollars onlD-all told— whUe his expenses in travel- 
ing from Virginia to the West, and for neeessai-y clothing and 
fare, must have greatly exceeded this amount. His receipts for 
the nest year amounted to $43 67— making a defleienoy of $36 23 
for 1802, etc., etc. Wor let it be forgotten that he charges him- 
self in the abevo with all cash and clothing received as private 
^fts. Such was then the rule, and he always obeyed the law of 
the Church. Of course, traveling preachers who began to travel 
poor, remained poor while they itinerated. "As poor, yet 
making many rich— as having nothing, and yet possessing all 
things." 
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their places of repose — yet their " record is on high," 
and their recompense both sure and glorious. They 
trusted all to God ; and will he not vindicate his 
own truthfulness ? They loved the Church dearer 
than their own lives, and their names must never 
be forgotten. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

McKeudree presides at the Weafcern Coaferenoe, 1804 — Bislwp 
Whatcoat'a death, 1806— MoKendree in Illinois and Missouri — 
Review of tliework in the West— DologatodGonoral OonForence 
needed — A Bishop wanted — New York plan to elect one — De- 
feated by Virginia Conference — General Oonfereooe, 1808— 
McKendree made Bishop— His quolifioationa — Dr. Coke's letter. 

Having followed the history of the subject of 
this biography to the fall of 1804, we may pass 
along with the remark, that on the 2d of October 
of this year the "Western Conference again met 
at Gerizim, near Cynthiana, Kentucky. Bishop 
Asbury having been taken ill on his way to the 
West, neither he nor Bishop Whateoat, who accom- 
panied him, WAS able to attend the seBsioii. The 
failure of the Bishops to reach the Conference, and 
also to designate any one to preside, devolved upon 
the Conference the election of its President, and 
Mr. McKendree, having received the vote of the 
Conference, performed the duties of the office most 
admirably. Several preachers were admitted on 
trial at this Conference who subsequently attained 
considerable notoriety, and moat of whom are 
known to have been very estimable and highly 
useful men. Among them were Samuel Parker, 
the sweet singer in Israel, and a fine specimen of 
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"nature's noblemen" improved by divine grace; 
Peter Cartwriglit, 1 fearless, rough, and ready man, 
•who still lives, and has recently written his own 
biography; Miles Harper, my irsl colleague, a 
man of fine order of mind by natore— a revivalist, 
with rare gifts for declamation, a voice of unsur- 
passed melody, and of great physical capacity to 
sustain the labor of the saddle, the pulpit, and the 
altar, and who, if he had combined with all his 
other qualities greater aelt-oommaud, might have 
stood among the foremost; James Axley, whose 
firmness verged on sternness, and his candor on 
rudeness, but withal a devoted, laborious, good 
man— kind of heart, honest in his prejudices, and 
eccentric from the want of early advantages; and 
Thomas Lasloy, the humble and faithful preacher, 
and traveling companion of Bishop Asbnry, who, 
with Gibson, Blaekman, and Bowman, was a pio- 
neer in Mississippi and Louisiana, whose long and 
useful life has but recently closed. 

This, like all the other years of his itinerant life, 
seems to have been laboriously and efficiently em- 
ployed in the duties of his holy office. The revival 
was still prevailing in many sections of the western 
country, and thousands were annually being con- 
verted to God. His District occupied all his time 
and energies, and the cause of God prospered. ■ 

On the 2d of October, 1805, Conference convened 
in Scott county, Kentucky. Bishop Asbury pre- 
sided, and the session was a peaceful and happy 
one. Mr. McKendree was this year transferred to 
the Cumberiand District, after having been five 
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years on the Kentucky District— for, altlioiigh some 
sliglit cliangos had been made, jet it remained sub- 
stantially the same work. And this seems to bo a 
violation of the rule introduced in 1792, limiting 
a Presiding Elder's term of service on a District to 
four years. I cannot therefore explain it. 

The Cumberland District was not only a new 
field of operations for him, but it was a much more 
extensive one, and embraced more of the frontier 
work; for it included not only all the populated 
portion of Middle Tennessee, but an appointment 
in Illinois also. The increase of members reported 
for this year justices the conclusion that the preach- 
ers within the District were faithful and acceptable, 
and we doubt not the Presiding Elder did his part^ 
as usual, of hard service. 

The Western Conference for 1807 was held at 
Ebenezer Church, Greene county. East' Tennessee 
September 20, 1806, from which he was returned to 
the Cumberland District. Bishop Asbury attended 
this Conference, and in his Journal he says, "Sun- 
day, 14th, 1 preached at the stand in the woods. 
Brother McKendvee followed. It was a season of 
feeling. . . . Saturday, 20th, Western Conference 
began, and mded m Mmday. There are fourteen 
hundred added within the bounds of this Confor- 
enoe — tiftj-fivo preachers stationed— oK fhaxd.." 
Again, "The brethren were in want, so I parted 
with my watch, my coat, and my shirt." Bishop 
Vhatcoat having died* in July, 1806, Bishop 

• EiolDd Wh»to««l wa> bom fa (Jta.ctahin,, Englmd, 
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Asbarj preached his faneral-sermon at this Coq- 
ference, aa was hia custom at all the Conferences 
of the year. This was a year of great labor and 
privation with Mr. McKendrec, for ho not only at- 
tended his regular appointments in a very large 
District, hut made a missionary tour into Illinois 
and Missouri. Jesse Walker had been sent to Illi- 
nois, and John Travis to Missouri, and both ap- 
pointments were attached to Mr. McKendree's 
District. The following narrative of this tour, by 
the Eev. James Gwin,* may be interesting to 
those who delight to trace the footsteps of the 
brave pioneer preachers : 

"In the year 1807, Brother McEendree, A. God- 
dard, and myself set out to visit the settlements of 



1736 ; became an itinerant proaclier in 1769 ; came to the United 
States in 1784; was ordained by Mr. Wesley preyiously; assisted 
in the ordination of Mr. Ashury ; was elected Bishop in 1800 ; 
and died in Dover, Delaware, 5tli July, 1806, a holy, faithful 

* The following statement appears in Bishop Aahury's Journal, 
relating to this beloved friend: 

" Wednes Z y S pt 23 1808.— Yesterday I returned to Jamea 
Gwin'B and I h d h to-day with great delight to a very 
feeling congr g t 

"Above H h p f Jny acquaintance, Brother James 

Gwin has d ui h d h mself most fi-iendly to my comfort. 

Understandi g tl 1 1 h a dependent father and sisters, he pre- 
sented mo with three hundred acres of excellent land, for which 
he only required me to advance an inconsiderable sum for the 
Stato charges, and farther takes upon himself the trouble of 
opening a plantation and building a cabin for their reception. 
that the father of meroies may rememlrer and reward him and 
his for all his kindness to mo 1 " 
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Illinoia. "We crossed the Ohio River, took the wil- 
dorneaa, and traveled until night. Not being able 
to get to any habitation, we camped out. Brother 
McEendree made us some tea, and we lay down 
under the branches of a friendly beech, and had a 
pleasant night's rest. Kext morning we set out 
early, traveled hard, and got some distance into the 
prairie, and here we took up for the night. This 
was a night of trouble. After we had taken a 
morsel to eat and offered up our prayers to God, 
we lay down to rest and fell into a deep sleep. 
About eleven o'clock Brother McKendree awoke, and 
found our horses were all gone. After some search, 
we found they had passed over a small stream and 
had taken hack the way we had come, Not know- 
ing whether they had been stolen or had left of 
their own accord, leaving Brother McKendree at 
our camp, Brother Gfoddard and myself went in 
pursuit of them. As the night was dart, we got 
dry bark, which afforded us a tolerable light. "We 
followed their tracks across the prairie, and over- 
took thorn about eight o'clock next morning, having 
traveled fifteen miles on foot. The next night we 

reached the first settlement-tarried a day there 

and crossing Kaskaskia River, we reached Turkey 
Hill, and lodged with an old Brother Scott. Here 
we met with Jesse Walker, who had formed a cir- 
cuit and had three camp-meetings appointed for us. 
After resting a few days, we set out for the .first 
camp-meeting. In twelve miles we reached the 
Mississippi, and having no moans of taking our 
horses across, wo sent them back, crossed the river, 
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and, with our baggage on our shoulders, went to the 
camp-ground, having fallen in with Brother Travis 
on the way. Ahout forty were converted at this 
meeting." 

Here we have a specimen of the risks and fa^ 
tiguea endured hy the Methodist itinerants in the 
"West at that day. "There were giants in those 
days." Let ns pursue the narrative. 

"From this camp-meetiug we i-eturned a,cross 
the river to Judge S.'s, who refreshed us and sent 
forward our baggage in a cart to Brother Garretb- 
son's, where our next meeting was to be held — 
which was called the Three Springs. "We arrived 
on Friday morning on the camp-ground, which 
was situated in a beautiful grove surrounded by 
a prairie. A considerable congregation had col- 
lected; for the news of the other meeting had gone 
abroad, and produced much excitement. Some 
were in favor of the work, and others were opposed 
to it. A certain Major had raised a 'company of 
lewd fellows of the baser sort' to drive us from 
the ground. On Saturday, while I was preaching, 
the Major and his company rode into the congrega- 
tion and halted, which produced considerable con- 
fusion and alarm. I stopped preaching for a 
moment, and quite calmly invited them to be ofE 
with themselves, and they retired to the spring for 
a fresh drink of brandy. The Major said he had 
heard of these Methodists before; that they always 
broke up the peace of the people wherever they 
went; that they preached against horse- racing, 
card-playing, and every other kind of amusement. 
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However, they used no violence against us, but de- 
termined to camp on the ground and prevent us 
from doing harm. But at three o'clock, while 
Brother Goddard and I were singing a hymn, an 
awful sense of the divine power fell on the congre- 
gation, when a man with a terrified look ran to ,rae 
and said, 'Are you the man that keeps the roll?' 
I aaked him what roll. 'That roll,' he replied, 
'that people put their names to who are going to 
heaven.' I supposed ho meant the elass-paper, and 
Bent him to Brother "Walker. Turning to Brother 
Walker, he said, 'Put my name down, if you 
please,' and then fell to the ground. Others started 
to run off and fell— some escaped. "We wore busy 
in getting the' fallen to one place, which we effected 
about sunset, when the man who wished his name 
on the roll arose and ran off like a wild beast. 
Looking round upon the scene, and listening to 
the sobs, groans, and cries of the penitents, re- 
minded me of a battle-field after a heavy battle. 
All night the struggle went on. Victory was on 
the Lord's side; many were converted, and by sun- 
rise next morning there was the shout of a king in 
the camp. It was Sabbath morning, and I thought 
it the most beautiful morning I had ever seen. A 
little after sunrise, the man that had run off came 
back, wet with the dews of the night and with 
strong symptoms of derangement. At eleven 
o'clock Brother McEendree administered the holy 
sacrament; and while he was dwelling upon its 
origin, nature, and design, some of the Major's 
company were effected, and we had a melting time. 
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After sacrament, Brother McKendree preached to a 
large eougregation, all the principal vnen of the coun- 
try, and all in reach who could get there, being pres- 
ent. His text was ' Oorae, let us reason together,' and 
perhaps no man ever managed the suhject better, or 
with more effect. His reasoning on the atonement, 
the great plan of salvation, and the love of God, 
was so clear and strong, and was delivered with 
such pathos, that the congregation involuntarily 
arose to their feet and pressed toward him from all 
parts. "While he was preaching, he very ingeni- 
ously adverted to the conduct of the Major, and re- 
marked, 'We are Americans, and some of us have 
fought for our liberty, and have come here to teach 
men the way to heaven.' This seemed to strike 
the Major, and he afterward became friendly, and 
has remained so ever since. 

" This was a great day. The work became gen- 
eral — the place was awful, and many soula were 
born of God, Among the rest was our wild man. 
His history is a peculiar one. He lived in the 
American Bottom, had a fine estate, and was a pro- 
fessed deist. He told us that, a few nights before 
we passed his house, he dreamed that the day of 
judgment was at hand, and that three men had 
come from the East to warn' the people to prepare 
for it ; that so soon as he saw us he became alarmed, 
beheving we were those men ; and having ascer- 
tained where we were from, who we were, and 
where going, he came to the camp-meeting. He ' 
became a reformed and good man." 

Brother Gwin's narrative continues: "We went 
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to Goahon Camp-meeting. Here we had comfort- 
able camps, and au arbor large enough to shelter 
seven hundred persons, in the foi-m of an L. The 
stand was in an unsheltered spot, between the 
two squares. "We had also a small log meeting- 
house, in which our first quarterly-meeting was 
held. Preaching began on Friday, and was kept 
up regularly. The people having heard of the re- 
vival at the other meetings, flocked out in great 
numbers, many to see the strange work. Some 
brought brandy and cards for their amusement dur- 
ing the meeting. On Friday and Saturday the word 
preached seemed to do (ittle good. An awful cloud 
seemed to rest upon us. In passing the door of the 
preachera' tent, I saw Brother McKendree alone, 
bathed in tears. I stepped in, and he said to me : 
'Brother, we have been preaching for ourselves and 
not for the Lord. Go, brother, and preach Christ 
crucified to the people.'' My heart was deeply af- 
fected. We fell upon our knees and implored the 
help of God. This was about sunset. I preached 
at candle-lighting. My text was, ' Behold the man. ' 
It commenced raining shortly after I began to 
preach; and, as the audience was under shelter, I 
did not stop, although exposed to the rain. My 
heart was fired and my tongue loosened in an un- 
usual manner. ' Tor a few moments nothing but 
sobs and sighs were heard among the people; at 
length the whole congregation seemed suddenly 
smitten with the power of God. Many fell as in 
battle, and were presently raised, to tell of pardon- 
ing mercy, and encourage others to seek the Lord. 
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We continued all night in the work. On the next 
day — Sunday — nine o'clock a.m., the Lord's-supper 
was administered. It was a memorable day, and 
eternity only will reveal the result. One conver- 
sion deserves particular notice. An Indian, of the 
Chickamauga tribe, on a bunting trip, fell in with 
us at our camp-meeting. I will give his own ac- 
count of his conversion— he said; 'When I saw so 
many people, I thought I would stop and get some 
whisky; and while yon were talking in the rain, I 
was standing by a sapling, and there came on me a 
mighty weight, too heavy for me to stand under. I 
caught the sapling, but my hands would not hold 
it, and I fell to the ground : while there, blackness 
came over me; I tried to get away, but could not 
until about daylight, I thought surely I had been 
drunk; but then I remembered I had nothing to 
drink, although I concluded not to go back; yet 
when they began to sing, something drew me back, 
and before I knew it, I was among them again, 
and then the same weight came on me, and the 
darkness; I fell to the ground and thought I was 
about to die. I tried to get up, but was too weak. 
At last a white man came and talked over me, and 
while he was talking, it got lighter and lighter, 
and every thing looked whiter than the sun could 
make it look. The heavy load and the blackness 
all left me; I felt glad in my heart, and jumped up 
and felt light!'" Brother Gwin says that he saw 
the poor savage when he arose, and as he knew but 
few English words, he cried in ecstasy, "Good, good, 
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The narrator adds, that arrangcmeiits were made 
to send this Indian to school; that he soon learned 
to read and write, and that at the last account of 
him he was trying to "walk in the light." 

"On Monday, the last day of the meeting, one 
hundred joined the Church." 

Mr. McKendree has also left a concise reference 
to this tour, in which ho notices the following facts : 
The camp-meeting they attended across the Miasis- 
sippi River, and consequently, in the present State 
of Missouri, was the first meeting of the kind ever 
held on the north-west of the Mississippi River, 
and that they walked about forty miles in getting 
to it. He farther says: "Four Sabbaths excepted, 
I have attended popular meetings every week since 
the beginning of Februarj', in which time I have 
rode about 2,700 miles through the wilderness to 
the Illinois and back, spent considerable time in the 
most sickly part of that and this country, and yet, 
blessed be God, my health and strength have been 
preserved." This trip occupied about two months, 
and was the commencement of a glorious revival 
across the Ohio, and upon both sides of the Missis- 
sippi. 

Such was the manner of life of the devoted Me- 
Kendree and of his indefatigable and heroic as- 
sociates, such their faith and zeal, and such the 
wonderful success with which God crowned their 
*' labor of love." 

The ensuing Conference was held in Chillicothe, 
Ohio, September 14, 1807. Bishop Asbury, then 
our only Bishop in America, was present, and says 
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of it: "On Monday we opened our Conference in 
■great peace and love, and continued until Friday. 
A delegation of eeven members waa chosen to the 
General Conference. There were thirteen preach- 
ers added, and we found an addition of two thou- 
sand two hundred members to the Society in these 
bounds; seven deacons were elected and ordained, 
and ten elders; two preachers only located, sixty-' 
five were stationed." 

Mr. McKendree was doubtless reappointed to the 
Cumberland District, but as the General Confer- 
ence, which changed his relation, came on before 
the Minutes were published, the name of his suc- 
cessor, James Ward, is put down as its Presiding 
Elder. 

As this year closes the labors of Mr. McKendree 
as Presiding Elder, let us briefly review the progress 
of the Church in the West since he took charge of 
the only District it contained in 1800. Then there 
were 1,741 members, white and colored; now(2._e., 
1808) the "Western Conference numbered 16,887 
members. Then Mr. McKendree was the leader of 
the only band — a forlorn hope, cut off from the 
rest of the work by an extensive wilderness, 
full of warlike and cruel savages, having only 
eleven preachers. In 1808, that one District had 
expanded into jive, with sixty-six preachers; and 
the cause of God was advancing and gaining firm 
footing throughout the vast Valley of the Missis- 
sippi. The Methodism planted by the heroic and 
holy pioneer preachers in this region was truly 
Weskyan; no wild and Bpurious ofishoot of the 
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original stock, prodaeing fanaticism aud degrading 
its disciples, but a gennine root of the true vine 
which Paul planted, Apolloa watered, which Luther 
pruned, and Wesley nourished, and whose fruitful 
foliage was now rapidly spreading over England, 
the Weat Indies, and the great "Weatern Continent. 
Its fruit was healing the chronic ulcers of the 
nations. It introduced order, social and moral, it 
subdued the vices, restrained the passions and 
vitiated appetites, refined the taste, enlightened the 
minds of men, and spread peace and happiness 
through society. It instituted an unequaled system 
of propagandism— the very plan introduced by the 
great Master himself, and called forth the moral 
heroism of martyrs in its ministers. Its doctrines 
were scriptural, its forms and ceremonies simple 
and significant, its spirit catholic, its discipline ■ 
strictly evangelical,, and its system of government 
subordinated to the great cardinal object of spread- 
ing scriptural holiness over all lands by an itinerant 
ministry. :N"o wonder it succeeded; it wonld have 
been far more wonderful if it had not. Every at- 
tribute of the Godhead was on its side, and every 
intercession of the world's Redeemer was virtually 
a prayer and a pledge of its triumph. The highest 
interests of humanity were involved in its efforts, 
and some of the purest and noblest of earth sacri- 
ficed their earthly all in its behalf. 

At the "Western Conference held in Chilhcothe, 
Ohio, in September, 1807, to which we have already 
adverted, seven delegates were elected to represent 
the body in the approaching General Conference, 
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five of whom attended it. They were -William Mc- 
Kendree, William Burke, John Sale, Benjamin 
Lakin, and Elisha W. Bowman. The New Bnglaiid 
Conference also sent seven repreaentatives, while 
from New York there were nineteen ; South Caro- 
lina, eleven; Virginia, eighteen ; Baltimore, thirty- 
one; and Philadelphia, thirty-two— making in all 
one hundred and twenty-five, instead of one hun- 
dred and twenty-nine, as stated by Br. Bangs and 
Br. Lee, both of whom give the "Western Confer- 
ence eleven instead of seven* 

The General Conference which beganf May 6, 
1808, in Baltimore, was the most important session 
which had ever been held. The organization of 
the Church, so far as respects the inauguration of 
the Episcopal form of government hy the Christ- 
mas Conference of 1784, whicli was hastily con- 
vened, and, of course, was not a general attendance 
of the preachers, particularly as to the Conferences 
remote from the place of its session, was certainly 
an important event, whether we call it a General 
or Special Conference. Its acts were acquiesced in 
by the whole Church, and were authoritative. But 
it was soon evident that, in order to give unity, har- 
mony, and efficiency to the Church, something more 

* Banga'a History M, E. Church, Vol. 11., p. 195 ; Life and Times 
of tho Rev. Jesse Leo, p; 431 ; Asbuty's Journal, Vol. III., p. 
268; Life of Bishop Roberta by Dr. EUiott, pp. 156-8; Life of 
Bishop Hedding, p- 171. 

f Dr. Bangs and Dr. Clark haye lioth erred as to this date. See 
History M. 1. Chureh, Vol. 11-, p. 195 ; Life and Times of Bishop 
Heddiog, p. 171. 
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waa indispensable ; for however unanimons in doc- 
trines and in the outlinea of Church-polity the 
preachers and members appear to have been, and 
really were, and however strong their attachment 
to the Bishops, as general en perinten dents of the 
whole work, yet while each Annnal Conference 
claimed the power to change any part of the Disci- 
pline, not excepting even the Articles of Faith — the 
basis of their organization — it must be evident that 
some other and stronger bond was necessaiy than 
yet existed to insure permanent union. The itin- 
erant general superintendency feature of the system 
was, it is true, a highly conservative element, and 
the respect and regard felt by all for the character of 
Mr. Asbury waa a guaranty against a disruption of 
the body, except under strongly-exciting circum- 
stances. Such eircumstaneea might arise, and that 
good and far-seeing man, in common with other 
wise and devoted friends of the Church, felt ex- 
quisitely the importance of introducing the prin- 
ciple of representation into the government, and by 
restricting the Conferences in their separate ca- 
pacity from the exercise of a direct power over 
fundamental questions, to concentrate this author- 
ity, under constitutional provisions, in the rep- 
resentative body. The condition of the Church at 
this period was somewhat similar to that of the 
civil government of the thirteen colonies during 
the Eevolutionary W^ar, and until the formation 
and adoption of the ^Federal Constitution. And as 
the highest principles of patriotism induced "Wash- 
ington, Frauldin, Jefferson, Hamilton, Jay, and 
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Madison to advocate a Constitutional Union in the 
place of the old Confederation, so, actuated with 
the highest sense of piety and duty, our Asbury, 
Lee, McKendree, Bruce, Burke, Cooper, Soule, and 
Garrettson united their effbrta to concentrate the 
law-making department of the Church in a General 
Conference, under constitutional "limitations and 
restrictions." 

The conviction was so strong among the older 
and wiser members of the Connection, that, as we 
have seen, "the Council" system was introduced 
with a hope that it would answer the ends proposed. 
But it failed in 1792, not less from its own intrinsic 
imperfection than on account of the opposition it 
encountered from Mr. O'Kelly. In the General 
Conference of 1804, the propriety of a delegated 
representative body was felt and admitted, but as 
the preparatory steps had not been taken for the 
immediate introduction of the principle, by common 
consent the plan was deferred until 1808, when all 
the Conferences could meet the question after ma- 
ture deliberation. It was therefore understood 
throughout the whole Church, that at this Confer- 
ence the organization of the Church should be com- 
pleted by some general measures which would effect 
a centralization of power in a delegated body hav- 
ing supreme legislative jurisdiction. Indeed, the 
Reuse of insecurity was so strongly and generally 
felt in reference to the Episcopacy itself, after the 
death of Bishop Whatcoat in 1806, and the fail- 
ure of the health of Bishop Asbury, consequent 
npon the excessive fatigue and anxiety devolved 
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upon him, that many of the preachers thought 
it advisable to call a special convention of 
seven delegates from each Conference, for the 
exclusive object of electing another Bishop, lest 
the death of Mr. Ashury before the General Con- 
ference of 1808 might endanger the stability of 
the Church. With this view, "a plan agreed upon 
by the "New York Conference, to organize and es- 
tablish a permanent Supcrintendency over the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church in the United States, and 
recommended to the other six Conferences for their 
concurrence," was carried round to the Conferences, 
and laid before them by Bishop Asbury. This plan 
proposed that the forty-nine delegated members, or 
electors, should convene in Baltimore, July 4, 1807, 
"for the express purpose, and with full powers, to 
elect, organize, and establish a permanent Superin- 
tendeney, and for no other purpose." The original 
document now lies before the writer. 

"Signed by order and in behalf of the unanimous 
voice of the Conference, 



N G-ARKBITSOH", 1 

"EzEK. Cooper, > Commit/ee. 

"Samuel Coate, J 

"Francis Wakd, Sec'y. 
"Done at New York, May 22, 1806." 

Appended to this circular are the following in- 
teresting entries in the autographs of the sub- 
scribers : 

" The New England Conference concur with the 
proposal made by the New York Conference, f-ar 
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calling a delegated General Conference on July 4, 
1807, for the express purpose of Btrcngthening the 
Superintendeney. Ycaa, 28 ; nays, 15. 

"Tho, Branch, Sec'y." 

"The Western Conference concur with the pro- 
posal made by the" — etc., etc. "Unanimity." 

"Wm. Burke, Sec'y." 

"The South Carolina Conference concur" — etc. 
"Two members only excepted." 

"Lewis Myers, Sec'y." 

"Virginia Co7iference, Newbern, Feb. 6, 1807.— 
The iTew York Conference having written a circu- 
lar letter 1/ the several Annual Conferences, pro- 
posing a plan to strengthen the Superintendency, 
the letter was read in this Conference yesterday, and 
a vote taken — 'Shall we consider the subject?' 
Only seven were in favor of the motion. The sub- 
ject was called up again to-day, and a second vote 
was taken : fourteen were in favor of it. It is 
therefore the decision of Conference not to be con- 
cerned in it. 

" Signed in and hy order of the Conference. 

"P. Bruce, 
. "Jesse Leb, 

"Tnos, L. Douglass, Sec'y. 

"There were 34 members at the Conference; 33 
were present when the vote was taken, and the ab- 
sent member said he would have voted for it if he 
had been in tho room. 

"Thos. L. Bouglass, Sec'y." 
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There is also au original paper, under date of 
Newbern, North Carolina, Peb. 8, 1807, expressing 
the dissent of Fhilip Bruce, Slith Mead, Thomas L. 
Douglass, and John Buxton to the action of the Vir- 
ginia Conference in refusing to take into considera- 
tion the cirenlar of the ISTew York Conference. 
"It appearing to ua both injudicious and impolitic 
to refuse hearing a debate on any thing which so 
nearly concerns the general welfare and union of 
our Church, more especially as we must from prin- 
ciple avow the propriety of egual representation; 
secondly, respecting their refusing to hoar the let- 
ters from our brethren composing the six preceding 
Conferences to ours in answer to Dr. Coke," etc. 
They, however, attribute the course pursued by the 
Conference "to the state of our Conference, being 
composed of more than one-third young men, and 
the vehement outcries of 'Eebellion' — 'Worse 
than Burr' — 'Of Porawearing' — 'Dividing the 
Connection!' etc., etc., raised by two of our 
elder brethren, (J. Lee and D. Hall,) which so 
alarmed the young men that they were afraid to 
hear or see the letters, or submit to the debate upon 
the address from Kcw York." 

Mr. Lee'a resistance of this measure has been 
justified by the results of the General Conference 
ensuing, and vindicated by his able biographer. 
It was an extraordinary measure to meet a contin- 
gency which did not occur before the meeting of 
the body which had the legal control of the ques- 
tion, and might have been a dangerous precedent. 
And it may well be feared that if this evident neces- 
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sity for General Conference action had been antici- 
pated in 1807, the attempt to introduce the repre- 
sentative principle in 1808, and to impose a consti- 
tutional cheek both upon the Annual and General 
Conferences, might not have been succeaeful, inas- 
much as their necessity would not have been so 
imperatively felt. So that, however gi-ieved Mr. 
Asbury may have heen at the defeat of this attempt 
to call a General Conference, yet, as it resulted iu 
rendering evident the indispensahleness of a dele- 
gated General Conference to the permanency, unity, 
and eiEciency of the Church, and thus contributed 
to this most important result, neither he nor others 
could regret the failure. I confess, however, I have 
not found any evidence that Bishop Asbury felt very 
great soHcitude about the matter — certainly there is 
none in the remarks made in his Journal about the 
Virginia Conference, for there is not the remotest 
intimation that he "labored" at all for that "t^aw- 
gerous plan," much less that he "labored hard" 
for it. 

The failure of the ]S"ew York plan by the non- 
concurrence of the Virginia Conference, did not 
deter the former Conference from sending a Memo- 
rial to the General Conference in favor of organiz- 
ing a delegated body to meet at regular periods. 
The vast extent of the work, the number of elders, 
each of whom was entitled to a seat, the loss of 
time, the great expense of all who should attend, 
the preponderance which the Central Conferences 
had always enjoyed and would always have in the 
number of members, besides the inutility of so 
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large a body for legislative purposes, and finally, 
the neceaaity for it as a bond of union to the several 
Annual Conferences, were clearly and atrongly set 
forth. It was the great question of the Confer- 
ence, and upon its fate rested the prosperity, if not 
the future existence, of the Church. 

The Memorial waa referred to a Committee of 
fourteen — two from each Conference. William 
McEendree and William Burke were chosen from 
the Western Conference. On Monday, the 16th, 
the Committee reported in favor of the measure, 
submitting a plan for a delegated General Confer- 
ence substantially the same aa that now found in 
the third section of the Discipline. Dr. Elliott, 
in his Life of Bishop Roberta, says: "On the first 
meeting of the Committee, they conversed largely 
on the provisions which their report to the Confer- 
ence should contain. After considerable delibera- 
tion, they agreed to appoint a sub-committee of 
three to draft a report to be submitted to Confer- 
ence — subject, however, to such additions or modi- 
fications as a fiiture meeting of the whole Commit- 
tee might see fit to make. The sub-committee con- 
sisted of Ezekkl Cooper^ Joshua Souk, and Fhilip 
Bnice. When the suh-coraraittee met, it was agreed, 
after a full exchange of sentiments, that each should 
draw up a separate paper comprising the necessary 
restrictions or regulations in the best way he could, 
and that each should present hia form in writing, 
and they would then adopt the one deemed beat, 
with such amendments as might be agreed upon. 
When the sub-committee met to examine their 
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plans, Mr. Cooper had hie regularly drawn np, Mr. 
Boule also had one, but Mr. Bruce had nothing 
committed to writing. On comparing the two pa- 
pers, Mr. Bruce fell in with the main points of the 
one hrought forward by Mr. Soulc. Mr. Cooper 
pleaded for his own with his usual ability, but he 
finally agreed to Mr. SoEle'a plan, with some slight 
additions or amendments suggested hy the others. 
At the next meeting of the whole Committee, 
although the plans of Messrs. Cooper and Soule 
were both before them, Mr. Soule's was adopted hy 
all the members, with some slight modifications." 

Suffice it to say, that when the report came before 
the Conference, a long and animated debate ensued. 
Some were in favor of representation by senioriiy, 
and others of the election of delegates. The report 
favored the elective principle, and the remote Con- 
ferences were generally in favor of it, hut the cen- 
tral ones, such as Baltimore and Philadelphia, were 
opposed to it. It was rejected on the 18th, by 5T 
yeaa, 65 nays.* Very great dissatisfaction was 

* Mr. Cooper's plan differed from Mr, Soule's on tlie third Arti- 
cle, bj saying, "They Bhall not do away Episcopacy, nor reduce 
our ministry io a Fresbyterial parity," while Mr. Soule's was as 
it now stands ia the Discipline- The Committee of fonrieen ap- 
proved the latter, and reported it to the Conference. The promi- 
nent advocates of Mr. Cooper's plan in the Conference were him- 
self and John Wilson. Mr. Lee is understood to ha^e opposed 
tlie whole thing upon the plea of "Conference-rights," leading to 
" electioneering," etc., and to have defeated- it temporarily bj ad- 
vocating eenim-iiy in preference to the election of delegates. Wlien 
the snliject was reconsidotod, Mr. Soule, seconded by George 
Pickering, moved to amond the iirst Article by inserting " senior- 
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manifested at this deebion, and the New England 
and "Western members having previously agreed to 
leave upon the failure of this effbrt, the New En- 
gland delegates arose and asked leave to retire and 
return to their work, as they could be of no farther 
use in the Conference — giving assurance, at the 
same time, that they would not create any difficulty 
in the Church, but peaceably go home and attend to 
the datics of their work. Wm. Burke arose and 
made the same request for the Western Conference 
delegates. Six members from ISTev?- England and 
two from the West retired in a body, and began to 
make preparations for their journey. But Bishop 
Asbury and Mr. McKondree sought an interview 
with them and others sympathizing with them, and, 
aided by the wise and prudent Elijah Hedding, pre- 
vailed on them to wait a day and see if a recon- 
sideration of the question could not be effected lead- 
ing to a different result. They did remain : the 
report was again taken up. The delegates from 
the Central Conferences — two of which constituted 
almost a majority of the whole body — saw that it 
y to adopt it to save the integrity of 



ity or choice "—thus leaving the mode of obtaining the delegate to 
the discretion of the Conferences. Mr. Lee was silent after this, 
and it passed by a large majority. The biographer of Mr. Lee, 
to whom the writer feels deeply indebted for his able and reliable 
work, claims thai the fMrd Eestrictive Article originated with Mr. 
Lee. This error may be readily accounted for by the feet that 
Mr. Lee moved its adoi>tion in Conference, as Mr. Soule had re- 
ported it. BntBiahopSoxdettndmibieill^ originated U. Theabove 
explanations are from the lipa of Biahop Soulo fiimgelf. 
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the Church; and after mature deliberation and 
considerable discussion, a compromise waa agreed 
upon between Messrs. Soule and Cooper, represent- 
ing the elective and seniority parties, by giving to 
the Annual Conferences respectively the right of 
selecting their delegates in either way, and then the 
general plan of a delegated Conference waa adopted 
almost unanimously. And it is a striking illustra- 
tion of the nndue importance sometimes given to 
a mere abstraction to an impracticable principle, 
that no Annual Conference has ever sent a delegate 
to any General Conference since then, upon the 
ground of seniority, and yet this was the point upon 
which the whole question mainly hinged, at last. 

"Thus," saj's Dr. Elliott, "to a very considerable 
extent we owe to Bishop Soule the restrictive reg- 
ulations — or rather, the Constitution of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church — which exhibits a degree of 
■wisdom and prudent foresight that characterizes 
men of the first mental powers. In fact, those wh'o 
know Bishop Soule would expect from him the 
wise deliberation necessary to produce such a meas- 
ure as the Constitutional Restrictions of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church."* 

Thus was this great measure consummated, and 
the harmony and unity of the Church secured, in 
so far as written constitutions and compacts can in- 
sure unity in civil or ecclesiastical bodies. 

The very infirm state of Bishop Asbury's health, 

together with the absence of Dr. Coke and the 

death of Bishop Whateoat, created a strong desire 

* Life of Biahop Roberts, p. 159. 
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to "strengthen tlie Episcopacy," by the election of 
one or more Superintendents. And after a motion 
had been made to elect the Presiding Elders by 
the Conferences, instead of their being appointed 
hy the Bishop, and another to elect seven Bishops, 
(one to each Cooference,) and still another to elect 
two, and they had all failed by a strong vote, it was 
finally moved, and carried almost unanimously, to 
elect and consecrate one. On the same day— j. e., 
12th May, 1808 — the Conference proceeded to vote 
by ballot, and it was found that out of one hun- 
dred and twenty-eight members present, "WilUam 
McKendree had received ninety-five votes, and was 
therefore declared elected ; and on the 18th of May* 
he was consecrated, in Light Street Church, by 
Bishop Asbury, assisted by the Eev. Messrs. Free- 
born Garrettson, Philip Bruce, Jesse Lee, and 
Thomas Ware. 

The following is a copy of his Certificate of Ordi- 
nation ; 

"Know all men by these presents, that I, Prancis 
Asbury, originally of Great Britain, in great Barr 
StafEbrdshire, the Parish of Handaworth, for some 
years a member of the Methodist Society, and a 
local preacher; afterwards a member of the British 
Conference. In the year 1771 I came a Missionary 
to the British Provinces in America: afterwards 
General Assistant, and I had the oversight of the 
Methodist Society's. On the 2Tth day of Decern- 

" Dr. Bangs, Dr. Lee, Dr. Clark, Benjnmin St. Janies Fry, etc., 
etc., all mistake the day of hiBordinatioa. 
VOL. I. — 9 
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ber, 1784, at a General Conference in Baltimore, 
after being ordained Deacon and Elder, I was 
elected to the oifice of Superintendent or Bishop, 
by the unanimous voice of the General Conference 
held in Baltimore, December 24, 1784. The fol- 
lowing persons assisted in my ordination, viz., 
Thomas Coke, Doctor of Civil Law of Jesus Ool- 
Sege in the TJniverEity of Oxford, Presbyter of the 
Church of England, Superintendent of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church in America, by the ordina- 
tion and appointment of Mr. John "Wesley, and 
other clergymen of the Church of England; also 
assisted in the ordination, William Otterbine, Min- 
ister of the German Presbyterian Church, and 
Bichard Whatcoat with Thomas Vasey, regularly 
ordained Elders fay John Wesley: these four sol- 
emnly set me apart for a Superintendent of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States 
of America. Akd now be it known to all whom 
it may concern, that William McKbndreb was or- 
dained Deacon in the year 1790, and I did set him 
apart to the office of an Elder by my hands, in De- 
cember of the year 1791. I have, this eighteenth 
day of May, one thousand eight hundred and eight, 
set apart William McKendree,* by the laying on of 
hands and prayer, assisted by Freeborn Garrcttson, 
Philip Bruce, Jesse. Lee, and Thomas Ware, all of 
them Elders in the Church; to the office and work 
of a Superintendent or Bishop of the Methodist 

"*Boni m King William oouniy. State of Virginia, July 6th, 
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Episcopal Chnrch, (after he had been elected by a 
majority — i e., 95 out of 128 members of General 
Confereuoe,) as a man whom we judge well quali- 
fied for the office of a Superintendent, and one of 
the Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and fit to pi'eside over and Feed the Flock of 
Christ, so long as his spirit, practice, and doctrine 
is such as becometh the Gospel of Christ, and he 
shall submit to the Diseiplino and order of the said 
Methodist Episcopal Chureh in America. 

"And I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this 
eighteenth day of May, in the year of our Lord 
One thousand eight hundred and eight. 

"Francis Asbuey. [seal,] 
"Jesse Lee, 

"Febbuorn Garebttson, 
"Thomas "Ware, 
"Philip Beucb. 

"Done in Light Street Church, Baltiko he, State of Maeylakd." 

The historian of the Chureh, the venerable Dr. 
Bangs, to whom the whole Methodist family in 
America is indebted for his able and impartial la- 
bors in this department, as well as for his valuable 
services in promoting the general interests of the 
Church in other respects, thus speaks of thia elec- 
tion: 

"Mr. McKendree had been commended to the 
attention and approbation of the Conference by a 
long, laborious, and faithful service in the itiner- 
ant field of labor, during which time God had set 
his seal to his ministry in a most remarkable man- 
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ijer. ... It was from this field of labor (the "West) 
that Mr. MeKendree came to the General Confer- 
ence in 1808. And such was the confidence in- 
spired in his wisdom and integrity, in his zeal and 
prudence in promoting the cause of God, and such 
a halo of glory seemed to surround hia character, 
that the finger of Providence appeared to point to 
him as the most suitable person to fill the office of 
a Superintendent."* 

"When Mr. McKendree entered the Conference, 
he had been so long and so far from the central 
part of the Church, that his old friends were not 
prepared to appreciate the improvement he had 
made, while to the younger members of the body 
he was almost unknown even byname; so that 
none but his recent colleagues and Bishop Asbury 
were aware of his powers as an orator and a divine 
—powers which had been matured by self-denial, 
close study, and the constant practice of earnest, 
prayerful, evangelical sermonizing, amidst the hard- 
ships and dangers of a hardy pioneer life. But 
having been appointed to preach at the Light Street 
Church on the Sabbath before the Coriference be- 
gan, he tremblingly complied. Dr. Batigs thus de- 
scribes the speaker's manner, the occasion, and the 
result: 

"The house was crowded vrith strangers in every 
part, above and below, eager to hear the stranger; 
and among others, most of the members of the 
General Conference were present, besides a number 
of colored people who occupied a sec ond gallery in 
*BaiiE9's History M. B. Chareh, Vol. II., pp. 236-238. 
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the front end of the church. Mp. McKendree en- 
tered the pulpit at the hour for commencing the 
services, clothed in verj coarse and homely sar- 
ments, which he had worn in the woods of the 
West, and, after singing, ho kneeled in prayer. 
As was often the case with him, when he com 
menced his prayer he seemed to falter in his 
speech, clipping some of his words at the end 
and occasionally hanging upon a syllable, as if it 
were difficult for him to pronounce the word I 
looked at him not without some feeling of distrust 
-thinkmg to myself, ■! wonder what awkward 
backwoodsman they have put in the pulpit this 
morning, to disgrace us with his mawkish and un- 
couth phraseology? ■ The feeling of distrust did not 
forsake me until some minutes after he had an- 
nounced his text, which contained the following 
words : 'For the hurt of the daughter of my people 
am I hurt; I am black; astonishment hath taken 
hold on me. Is there no halm in Gilead? is there 
no physician there! why then is not the heallli of 
the daughter of my people recovered?' Jcr. viii 
-it, ^2. His introduction appeared tame, his sen- 
tences broken and disjointed, and his elooulion 
very defective. He at length introduced his main 
subject, which was to show the spiritual disease of 
the Jewish Church, and of the human family gen- 
erally; and then he entered upon his second propo- 
sition, which was to analyze the feelings which 
such a state of things awakened in the souls of 
bod B faithful embassadors; but when he came to 
speak of the blessed effects upon the heart of the 
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balm whieli God had prepared for the healing of 
the nations, he eeemed to enter fully into the ele- 
ment in which hia soul delighted to move and have 
its being, and he soon carried the whole congrega^ 
tion away with him into tho regions of experimen- 
tal religion. 

"Kemarkiug upon the objections which some ■ 
would make to the expreaaion of the feelings real- 
ized by a person fally restored to health by an ap- 
plication of the ' aovereign balm for every wound/ 
he referred to the shouta of applause ao often heard 
upon our national jubilee, in commemoration of 
our emancipation from political thraldom, and then 
said, 'How much more cause haa an immortal soul 
to rejoice and give glory to God for its spirit- 
ual deliverance from the bondage of sin!' This 
was apokon with a soul overflowing with the 
most hallowed and exalted feelings, and with an 
emphasis that was like the sudden bursting of 
a cloud surcharged with water. The congrega^ 
tion was instantly overwhelmed with a shower of 
divine grace from the upper world. At first, sud- 
den ahrieks, as of persons in distress, were heard 
in different parts of the house, then shouts of 
praise, and in every direction sobs and groans. 
The' eyes of the people overflowed with teara, 
while many were prostrated upon the floor or lay 
helpless on the seats. A very large, athletic-look- 
ing preacher, sitting by my side, suddenly fell upon 
his seat, as if pierced by a buUet^-and I felt my 
heart melting under emotions which I could not 
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"After this sudden shower, the clouds were dis- 
persed, and the Sun of righteousness shone out 
most serenely and delightfully, producing npon all 
a present consciousness of the divine approbation; 
and when the preacher descended from the pulpit] 
all were filled with admiration of his talonts, and 
were ready to 'magnify the grace of Sod in him,' 
as a chosen messenger of good tidings to the lost- 
saymg in their hearts, •This is Ike man xhom God 
delights to honor,'" 

Bishop Ashiiry, who was present, was heard to 
say that the sermon would make him a Bishop, and 
his prophecy was verified on the 12th of May for 
npon that day he was elected, it being the same'day 
npon which the resolution passed to elect one. The 
majority by which he was elected was the largest 
any Bishop has ever received, except Bishop As- 
bnry. He was the first native American elected to 
that ofiice in the Methodist Church, and was fifty. 
one years of age. 

Hiwever inexpedient-it may appear for a Church 
to elect a man to an office so important npon an im- 
pulse, apparently so sudden, yet in the present case 
the selection was wise. With the exception of Mr. 
Ashury, no preacher in the Connection combined so' 
many qualifications for the office. His piety was 
deep and uniform; he was single-hearted, magnan- 
imous, generous, and of most refined and exquisite 
sensibility. With the discipline and government 
of the Church ho was thoroughly acquainted; prob- 
ably more famihar with ecclesiastical law than any 
of his contemporaries. As a preacher, he was in. 
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ferior to none in the clear comprehension and ahle 
advocacy of doctrines, in lucid and natural desorip- 
tion of religious emotiona, and in close and search- 
ing application of Christian ethics to their practical 
developments in the daily vralks of life, while in the 
power and effectiveness of his ministrations he 
stood as a prince among his brethren. Nor was 
there any rudeness in his, manners. He had en- 
joyed the benefit of highly-cultivated society in the 
Old Dominion — ^was acquainted with the courtesies 
of social life, and without sacrificing the simplicity 
of his character, there was something in his man- 
ners which won the esteem of all with whom he 
came in contact, and impressed them with the con- 
viction that while he was a true gentleman, he was 
also a true and noble specimen of a Christian min- 
ister. His fine personal appearance — about six feet 
high, exquisitely proportioned — his beaming, prom- 
inent, mild dark eyes, black hair, delicate, white 
skin, and noble Grecian contour efface and forehead, 
were remarkably prepossessing. His voice was 
clear, soft, and highly musical; and when, in his 
happiest moments in the pulpit, I have looked into 
his face, all radiant with intellect, and smiling in 
every feature, with the refiected piety and benig- 
nity of his full and happy sou!, and listened to the 
accents of that most lute-like and persuasive voice, 
I have thought that I never heard such a voice, or 
so felt the charm of truth and the attractions of 
piety. The mhole man seemed to speak. And then 
there were associated with the words he uttered his 
long, self-sacrificing career, his unsuspected purity 
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of life, his unmurmuring submission to hardships 
for the purpose of preaching Christ, and his daily 
exemplification of the power and loveliness of pure 
religion. Indeed, two thoughts seemed to have en- 
grossed the man's nature. Other preachers oc- 
casionally seem to speak and act as if they have 
other important interests in this world apart from 
religion, hut he seemed to have always in view only 
two great thoughts — Qhnsi and the Gkurck. To 
glorify God in the salvation of men, and build up 
the Church, were all he cared much about. Every 
thing else seemed to him too trivial to excite hia 
heart or engage his energies. Truly might he 
have said, "The zeal of thine house hath eaten 
me up." 

Such was the man called by tho voice of the 
Ciiurch to the Episcopal office. How this unex- 
pected honor affected him, wo may conceivewhen 
we learn from the Rev. L. Garrett, that upon bis 
election, at the late "Western Conference, to preside 
in the absence of the Bishop, he wept like a child, 
and would fain have declined the distinction. 
Bishop Asbury, too, alludes to the dejection of 
"dear Brother McKendree" on account of his elec- 
tion to the Episcopal office. His Diary is silent here. 
He was like one stricken by a bolt from the sky, 
and was too much paralyzed with the unexpected 
event to sit down calmly and chronicle his own 
election. Great questions of duty, high and holy 
thoughts of love to God, his Church, and the salva- 
tion of his fellow-men, excluded all other considera- 
tions ; and until these solemn questions were settled. 
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and ho had fully given himself to the duties of his 
new and holy office, his pen refused to record hia 
daily history. And even after he had entered upon 
hia work and resumed his Diary, not one allusion 
did he make to this solemn event of that Confer- 
ence until some time afterward.* He had wholly 
given himself to God, in obedience to the voice of 
the Church, and, with characteristic modesty, slips 
out of the city as soon aa possible, and begins, or 
rather, renews his career of travel, toil, and sufl'er- 
in", never to end until "the weary wheels of life 
at°last etaud still." If he had sought the office, 
he would have been unworthy of it. But having 
neither sought nor expected it, he submitted "to 
be servant of all," and, with as little parade as pos- 
sible, went about his Master's work. 

Dr. Coke, eo soon as he heard of the election of 
Mr. McEendree, wrote him the following con- 
gratulatory letter. For the first time he was not 
present at the General Conference, nor ever after- 
ward visited the United States, the election of Mr. 

^ The following estrant from his Journal, of a later date, shows 
his feelings at this period: 

"At this General 'Conference my brethren saw proper to en- 
I g my ph f f A iV t f f Hfe when in my 
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McKendree superseding the necessity of his services 
here, while his time was fully occupied at home. 
And, although there ia reason for thinking he might 
have preferred to make America hie home, yet he 
cordially greets the brother who takes his place, 
and ingenuously hears his testimony to his fitnees 
for the ofhce : 

" Tenby, South Wales, Ootobar 5. 1808. 
To Bishop McKendrbb: — I write to you, my 
very dear brother and friend, not to congratulate 
you on your election to the office of a Bishop, (for 
I believe you regard not office nor honor any farther 
than you may seiwe God thereby,) but to express 
my regard for you, and the pleasure I feel (notwith- 
standing what I have written above) at your being 
united to my old and venerable brother, Aahury, in 
the great work in which he is engaged. I am 
persuaded God has chosen you to help my dear 
brother, and that you will go on with him in per- 
fect union in blessing the American Continent 
under divine grace. 

Tou are mild; you are moderately and properly 
reserved, and do not jiim at an overbearing exercise 
of power. I have not had a large acquaintance with 
you, but your person and your voice are fresh to 
me, as if you were now with me in the same room 
and I greatly mistake if I do not taste your spirit. 
Go on, brother, walking with God and united to 
him. Tour field of action is great. You have, 
perhaps, ten thousand pulpits open to you. But the 
grand point, which must bo engraven continually 
on your forehead, as it were, and on your hearl, ia the 
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harmony and union of the Methodist Connection 
in America. God bleea you ! My dearest wife joins 
mc in love to you. Pray for ua. 

I am, very dear brother and friend, youra af- 
fectionately and faithfully, T. Coke. 

P. 8. Pleaae write to me. 

Bishop Asbury, in his Journal, Vol. III., p. 280, 
alludes to the "electing of dear Brother McKendree 
assistant Biahop," and says: "Tha burden is now 
borne by two pair of shoulders instead of one ; the 
care is cast upon two hearts and heads." Most 
willingly did he divide the honors of the Episcopacy 
with his colleague — the labor and care were worry- 
ing him to death. 



,1 Google 



BISHOP M'KENDREE. 



CHAPTER IX. 



1808 an era in Method iara— Bishop MoKeiidreo's first tour and 
first Conference at Liberty Hill— Action on slavery— The 
South CaroliDa Conference— First .missiona to slaves— Two 
Tirgioia Oonferenees— Philadelphia and New York Confer- 
ences— Steam-boat excitement— New England OoDference— 
Camp-meetings at Pike Run, Zanesrillo, and CoUins's Camp- 
grounds—Western Conference at Cincinnati, September 30, 
1809— Bxtraoia from his Journal— Me thodisla taxed for ben- 
efit of CongregatJonaliata in Connecticut— His presidency- Dr. 
Coke-His overture to Bishop White in 1791 explained and 
vindicated— His proposal to .divide the work with Bishop As- 
bury — His death and character. 

The General Conference of 1808 gave very great 
satisfaction to the members and friends of the 
Church. It completed the work begun in 1784, by 
placing the Articles of Eeiigion, the General Rules, 
and the Itinerant Episcopal Porm of Administra- 
tion, as well as the rights of preachers and mem- 
bers, beyond the control of the Annual and General 
Conferences, except under certain " limitations and 
restricHms," and reserving the Articles of Religion 
from their control for ever. This act, giving con- 
stitntional permanency to tlie fundamental prin- 
ciples of Methodism, was crowned hy the snbstitii- 
tion of a delegated representative body in the 
place of mass-meetings of the Eiders. And then 
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the election and consecration of a man so uni- 
versally respected and beloved aa McKendree to be 
associated with Bishop Aabuiy, gave great confi- 
dence in the stahiiity and harmony of the Church 
in future. It was an era in American Methodism, 
The Church had now placed herself in a position 
of internal peace as to any immediate cause of dis- 
sension, and of external union and strength, which 
quieted the fears of many an anxious heart, and 
called forth a general expression of gratitude to 
God from all her borders. The members of the 
Conference haying dispatched their business with 
remarkable unanimity and affection, returned to 
their respective fields with fresh zeal and courage, 
having nobly done their duty to God and the 
Church; and the whole Connection seemed to enter 
upon the work with renewed vigor. 

Immediately upon the close of the General Con- 
ference, Bishop Asbury, with Henry Bochm aa his 
traveling companion, started through Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Kentucky, to the first Con- 
ference for the year, to be held near Nashville, Ten- 
nessee; while Bishop McKendree went through 
Western Virginia and East Tennessee, West Ten- 
nessee, crossed the Ohio River, passed through a 
portion of Illinois, and crossing the Mississippi 
Eiver above its junction with the Missouri, entered 
the State of Missouri, and joined his old friend, 
Jesse Walker, in holding a camp -meeting, be- 
ginning on July 28, 1808, and pushing stili far- 
ther west, crossing the Missouri River one hun- 
dred miles above its mouth, they held another 
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camp - meeting at Big Spring on the 12th of 
August. 

Hie account of a part of this journey is as fol- 
lows : 

"Saturday, 23d, Sunday, 24th, Monday, 25th, July, 
1808 — Camp -meeting in Illinois Circuit, Indiana 
Territory. — On Tuesday morning last we left Ken- 
tucky, with four days' provisions for man and beast; 
crossed the Ohio River, and entered the wilderneea. 
"We were six in company — J.Ward, T. Lasley, Z. 
Maddox, M. Shelby, and J. "White. Lying out was 
no hardship, but the water waa extremely had, and 
the flies intolerable. Some had attempted to go 
through the prairies, but had turned back, and ad- 
vised us not to try it; but we resolved to go, trust- 
ing the Lord. On the third day the ffies afflicted 
us sorely, when a kind Providence sent a strong 
breeze and blew them all away. After twelve 
hours a shower of rain succeeded, and blessed man 
and beast with water to drink. 

" On Friday, a little after dark, we got to Brother 
Scott's in the settlement. The old people were 
gone to the camp-meeting, about fifteen miles off, 
but the children received and treated us kindly. 
On Saturday morning, one of the most affecting 
scenes I ever witnessed occurred. As we drew 
near to the encampment, about thirty of the neigh- 
bors fell in with us. "We rode two deep, and a 
number of excellent singers went in front. We 
were all glad, and as we moved, they sang delight- 
fully, ' with the' Spirit, and with the understanding.' 
And as we approached, the congregation met U8 
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with open arms, and welcomed us in the name of 
the Lord. The Lord was in our midst, and it was 
like sitting in a heavenly place." Many were 
converted at this meeting. 

"Saturday, July 30, including Monday, Aug. 1 

Camp-meeting in Missouri Cirenit.— This is a fron- 
tier settlement, lying in the fork of the Mississippi 
and Missouri Eivers, where, until lately, the Meth- 
odists were unknown— it being under the Spanish 
and papal governments until transferred to us by 
the French. Last year we formed a circuit here, 
and the prospect of a gracious reformation was 
truly pleasing, until a preacher of the Baptist order, 
and another of those calling themselves Christians, 
came among the people, and stirred up such strife 
that the reformation seemed to be at a stand. But 
the Lord manifested himself at this meeting to their 
overthrow and the reviving of the work of grace." 
"Sunday, Aug. 7th.— Prom the above camp-meet- 
ing we crossed the Missouri, and held a meeting 
near a French village; had a refreshing time; seve- 
ral were converted, and the meeting lasted till night. 
This place became the beginning of a circuit on this 
side of the river. 

" I continued down the river, and crossed the Mis- 
sissippi at St. Louis, and so upon the other side to 
Goshen. Here we had a solemn time. The people 
were dying of flux: seven open graves in the 
church-yard ; one interred after we assembled." 

''Friday, 12th-14th.— Camp-meeting at the Eig 
Spring. The foundation of a good and great re- 
vival was laid at a eamp-mecting when we visited 
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here last year. The people received ua aa angels 
of God, and the Lord blessed us with many conver- 
sions. On Monday, as the aun rose I preached, and 
then started for Kentucky. An Indian who got 
converted when I was here last year, and has taken 
up with the white people and gone to school, stood 
at a distance ffad looked on until he conld refrain 
no longer ; then rushed through the crowd, caught 
me around the neck, and cried aloud, saying, 'I see 
your face no more.' "We rode forty-five miles, 
lodged in the wilderness, and rested in peace." 

His tent at the camp-meeting up the Missouri 
was made by sewing the preachers' saddle-blankets 
together, and spreading them over a pole, supported 
by forks placed in the ground hke soldiers' tents. 
One end of the tent was closed with green boughs, the 
other was left open, and in front of it a fire was 
made. His food was bread, and flesh broiled on 
sticks by the fire. Returning though the territories 
from the Big Spring Camp-meeting, and lying out 
in the forests two nights, he recrossed the Ohio 
River, attended a camp-meeting in Kentucky, and 
another at Fountain Head, Tennessee, on Aug. 26th, 
near the house of his old friend, James Gwin! 
"Worn down with fatigue and exposure, he was 
taken siek, and for more than two weeks was able 
to do but little. On Sept. 24th, he joined Bishop 
Asbmy at Strother's, and, passing through Kash- 
viile, came to Liberty Hill, where the Western Con- 
ference began, Oct. 1, 1808. " Thus in four months," 
says Bishop Soule, "he had rode on horseback 
fifteen hundred miles, a considerable part of 
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the journey without roads, bridges, or boats, 'fre- 
quently swimming creeks and rivers, sleeping many 
nights in the woods, with heaven for his covering, 
and earth for his bed." 

The first extensive frontier visit of a Methodist 
Bishop was attended with happy results. Many 
had eoucoived the Bishops to be men clothed with 
power dangerous to society. They bad considered 
them ecclesiastical dignitaries, inaccessible to the 
people, surrounded with wealth and pomp, and 
ruling with almost absolute authority. Bishop Mc- 
Eendree's appearance and manners were well cal- 
culated to correct such views, and remove the preju- 
dices formed under such misrepresentations. Thou- 
sands flocked to sec and hear the " Methodist 
Bishop." But how were they disappointed! In- 
stead of costly and fashionable costume, hia dross 
was of the plainest mode and of common mate- 
rials. Instead of austerity of inanners and the 
signs of ecclesiastical power, they found him grave, 
but affable, familiar, and persuasive ; gentle to all 
men, ready to participate with ease and sweetness 
of temper in the circumstances of the poor and 
afflicted, and ever intent upon diffusing happiness 
in every circle of society in which he moved. 

The Conference at Liberty Hill was held at a 
camp-meeting — the preachers lodging on the en- 
campment, while the Bishops, in view of Bishop 
Aabury'a feeble health, stayed at the residence of 
Colonel Green Hill. This gentleman was an old 
acquaintance of theire, an estimable local minister, 
a revolutionary ofiicer, and a simple-hearted and 
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devoted Chiiatiati. The writer knew him welJ ; 
spent the first night of his itinerant life at his 
house in 1817, and can never forget the godly coun- 
sel and fatherly treatment he received from this 
venerable man during the first year of his ministry. 
He lived to bring up a large and highly reputable 
family; several of his descendants, including a son 
and one or two grandsons, became useful preachers, 
and almost the whole large circle of his posterity 
have reaUaed the truth of God's word, which prom- 
ises the divine blessing to the " children's children " 
of pious parents. It is related of this excellent 
man, that during the Revolutionary War, when 
North Carolina, his native State, was overrun by 
the British, the Provincial Assembly committed its 
public treasure to his hands, and that by dodging 
and hiding from his pursuers, he succeeded in pre- 
serving it; and after all danger was over, restored 
every cent of it to the proper authority. And as 
his early life had been distingufshed by integrity, 
patriotism, and piety, so his old age was venerable 
and useful. There is a mora! beauty aud sublimity 
in the gradual decline of a truly good and noble 
old man, who, passing away full of years, ripe in 
wisdom, and rich in grace, descends serenely and 
triumphantly into the grave, amidst the regrets and 
veneration of society. Such was the life and such 
the death of Green Hill. The writer and Mr. Hill's 
old friend, the Eev. Turner Saunders, preached his 
funeral -sermon on the spotwhere the Western Con- 
ference of 1808 was held. 

"As there was but one Conference at that time 
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ill the West, the traveling preachers collected here 
from nolston, Natchez, Opelouaae, Missouri, Illi- 
nois, Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennessee, covering a 
vast field of labor — an immense theater for mission- 
ary enterprise. To supply this extensive and ex- 
tending field of itinerant operations, some fifty-five 
preachers had been employed the preceding year. 
Many of these had been toiling on the frontier set- 
tlements, and had come hundreds of miles to Con- 
ference, fatigued with travel, enfeebled by afftiction, 
exposure, and labor; bare of clothing; in money- 
matters almost penniless — really itinerant, houseless 
wanderers — but they brought cheering intelligence 
of opening prospects, of religious revivals, and 
growing spiritual prosperity."* Bishop Aebury 
laconically says, " We have had 2,500 increase ; 
there are seven districts, and a call for eighty 
preachers." 

At this Conference Bishop McKendree beffan tbe 
exercise of his office as President of an Annual 
Comercnce. Henceforth the whole United States 
and the British 'Provinces in Canada were the thea- 
ter of his labors. He at once evinced remarkable 
ability in presiding over the Conferences, and iu 
every other respect fully met the expectations of his 
friends. A better president never occupied the 
chair of an Annual or General Conference. 

While the writer would gladly omit all allusion to 
the unfortunate subject of slavery in this work, if 
he could do so as a faithful biographer, it is perhaps 

*Di. Green, in Biograpliical Sketches, p. 112, 
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his duty to advert to it in this counectioii, premis- 
ing hia remarks with this single observatiou ; ht 
recoffnizes Bishop McKendree's character as a legacy to 
the whole Methodist family in America, and woald not 
willingly and needlessly exasperate the already too 
much excited feelings of this family hy aught he 
might say upon this topic. He would infinitely pre- 
fer to be a peace- maker to being a partisan. 

The first Methodist Conference in this country 
was held in Philadelphia, June, 1773, but neither 
the " General Eules," which, in connection with the 
"Articles of Religion," constituted the basis of 
"our Society," nor any act of the first six Confer- 
ences, contained a word on the subject of slavery. And 
doubtless the clause which was substantially re- 
tained iu these Hules so long, was not inserted by 
any Conference, hut was an unauthorized interpo- 
lation effected by the famous "Council" in 1789. 

As early, however, as 1780, the Conference be- 
gan to discuss the subject, asking, " Ought not ^is 
Conference to require those traveling preachers who 
hold slaves to give promises to set them free?" 
And, in connection with a sweeping denunciation 
of slavery, the Conference "passed their disappro- 
bation on all our friends who keep slaves, and ad- 
vise their freedom." Here the matter rested with- 
out any express law upon the subject until the Con- 
ference which began at Ellis's Preaching-house, 
Virginia, April 30, 1784, and ended at Baltimore, 
May 28th following, when this action took place : 

"Ques. 12. "What shall wo do with oar friends that 
will buy and sell slaves? 



,1 Google 



■^i* LIFE Am> TIMES OF 

"Ans. If they bvty with no other intention than to 
hold thorn aa slaves, and Imve been previously 
warned, they shall be expelled, and permitted to 
sell on no consideration. 

" Ques. 13. "What shall we do with our local preach- 
ers who will not emancipate their slaves in the 
States where the laws admit it ? 

"Ans. Try those in Virginia another year, and 
suspend the preachers in Maryland, Delaware, 
Pennsylvania, and Kew Jersey." 

Here for the first time the law and the penalty 
are clearly laid down. Again : 

"Ques. 22. "What shall be done with our traveling 
preachers that now or hereafter shall be possessed 
of slaves, and refuse to manumit them where the 
Jaw permits ? 

"Ans. Employ them no more, making it obligatory 
upon 'every member of our Society' to emanci- 
pate his slaves, prescribing the age at which the 
slave shall be free, and adding, 'Ko person holding 
slaves shall in future bo admitted into Soeiely, or to 
the Lord's-supper, till he previously complies with 
these rules concerning slavery,'" 

Two years are given to Virginians to consider the 
expediency of compliance. Again : 

"g«es. 43. What shall be done with those who 
buy or sell slaves, or give them away? 

"Ans. They are to be immediately expelled, unless 
they buy them on purpose to set them free." 

But at the ensuing Conference the execution of 
these rules was suspended — indeed, it is under- 
stood that Bishop Asbury, perceiving the harm 
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likely to result from them, advised the preachci'H 
not to execute them, long before the expiration of 
the year. These mica were dropped, and have 
never reappeared in the Discipline. Indeed, the 
whole Bubjeet was dropped until 1796; but in the 
meantime the General Rules were interpolated, as 
we have already stated, in 1789. The Conference 
in 1796 gave authority to the Annual Confereneo to 
adopt what course each might think proper within its 
own bounds, "respecting the admission of persons 
to official stations in the Church;" and, in case of 
future admission to official station, security was to 
be required of those who held slaves, for their 
emancipation, as the laws of the States and the cir- 
cumstances of the case might admit. In 1800, the 
rule was introduced, requiring "any local preacher, 
who may become an owner of a slave, to emancipate 
him, conformably to the laws of the State, under the 
penalty of a forfeiture of his ministerial character." 

The course pursued in 1804, on this subject, was 
less stringent than that of the two preceding Gen- 
eral Conferences; and the General Conference of 
1808 struck out of the Discipline all that related to 
slave-holding among private Tnembers, and substituted 
the following: "The General Conference authorizes 
each Annual Conference to form their own regula- 
tions relative to buying and selling slaves." 

Under this law, the Conference which met Oct. 
1, 1808, at Liberty Hiil, Tennessee, took up the sub- 
ject, and, as they were somewhat at a loss what to 
do, they requested the Bishops to give them a writ- 
ten opinion upon the subject. Bishop Asbury pre- 
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eented and read a paper, suggesting eaution and 
moderation, and discouraging legislation upon the 
vexed question. When he finished, there was an 
evident indication of dissatisfection— indeed, it is 
said "Me audience hissed Mm." The good and wise 
old gentleman replied, suiting the action to the 
word, "Owell! I can tear it up."* Bishop Mc- 
Kendree then read his opinion, which substantially 
favored the rule that was so long in existence in the 
M. E. Church, and the Conference acted in accord- 
ance with his suggestions. ISTow, while fidelity to 
truth requires this exposition of Bishop McKen- 
dree's views upon this subject, at that period of his 
life, It is equally duo to him and to truth to say, 
we have evidence that he lived to greatly modify, 
if not, as the writer believes he did, change his 
opinion upon the propriety of ecclesiastical legisla- 
tion upon the question of slavery. 

In his Autobiography, p. 156, the venerable Joseph 
Travis, formerly of the South Carolina, and late 
of the Memphis Conference, relates the following 
incident in reference to the views of the Bishop iu 
his later years : 

" I well recollect, one day when we were alone, he 
[Bishop McKendree] smilingly turned round to me 
and said: 'Brother Travis, whaf shall we do with 
this part of Iloly Scripture? 1 Tim. vi. l-7.f 
"Let as many servants as are under the yoke, ac- 
count their own masters worthy of all honor ; lest the 

» Tho Rev. Wm. Burke is our authority for this incidant, 
t Mr. Wesley's translation. 
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name of God and liis doctrine be blasphemed. And 
they that have believing masters, let them not de- 
spise them, because they are brethren : but leather do 
them service, because they are faithful and beloved, 
partakers of the bepefit. These things teach and ex- 
hort. If any teach otherwise, and consent not to 
sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
to the doctrine which is after godliness, ho is pnfl'ed 
up knowing nothing, but being sick of questions 
and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, conten- 
tions, evil speakings, evil surmisings, perverse dis- 
putings of men of corrupt minds and destitute of 
the truth, supposing that gain is godliness; from 
such withdraw thyself.' " I perceived the design of 
the question, and plainly answered it: the good 
Bishop did not demur nor oppose my views of the 
text I verily believe that had Bishop McKondreo 
been alive at the division of our Church, he unhes- 
itatingly would, with Bishop Soule, fiave adhered 
to the Southern side. I was intimate with Bishop 
McKendree, knew his sentiments in full in relation 
to Church-government, as also his feelings for the 
Southern branch of the Church, and the public may 
rest satisfied that he was no Abolitionist." 

We give an extract from a letter of Bishop As- 
bury to the Eev. T. L. Douglass, as it relates, in 
part, to this "Western Conference and to Bishop Mc- 
Kendree; it is dated Nov. 2, 1808 : " Prospects in the 
"West exceedingly great. If we are correct, 3,437 
increase; eighty-four preachers stationed ; seven 
Districts, two of them new. We have a tract of 
country superior to the thirteen United States, now 
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under the oversight of the Wcaterii Conference. . . . 
Siiieo (General) Conference, Brother Bishop Mc- 
Eendree has traveled, I presume, eighteen. hundred 
miles through New Virginia, Kentucky, Indian Ter- 
ritory, to Missouri and Tennessee, East and "West. 
Our Western Conference was held in camp order in 
the woods, seven days. Prospects in Missouri are 
great and good. Bishop McKendree has ma^nijkd his 
office, and penetrated farther to the "West than I have, 
already. Prom the "Western Conference we have 
traveled rapidly— we were chiefly together. Wo 
hope to strike off" a thousand or twelve hundred 
milca before the South Carolina Conference." 

The Diary of Bishop McKendree shows that, in 
company with Bishop Asbury, he started from 
Liberty Hill the day after the Conference rose, and 
passing by Dr. Tooley's, J. Winton's, in East Ten- 
nessee, and through Buncombe county, North Car- 
olina ; and continuing eastward, crossing the south 
fork of Catawba, he attended a camp-meeting at 
"Williamson's on the 11th of November; thence 
turning into South Carolina, he preached at Deven- 
port's Meeting-house, at Sardis, Heath's; Camden 
to James Rembert's, in Sumter District, where he 
attended another camp-meeting, and thence went 
on to Charleston, where he remained preaching in 
the different Churches — J. e., Cumberland and 
Bethel— from the 30th of November to the 12th of 
December. Bishop Asbury says that "Bishop Mc- 
Kendree was three days and nights on the Camden 
Camp-ground; and there was a powerful work 
among saints and sinners," 
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Prom Charleston they went through Augusta to 
John Bush's, in Greeu county, Georgia, and opened 
the South CaroHna Conference, at Liberty Chape!, 
next day — !, e.^ December 26th. This, too, was 
a camp-meoting Conference, held in midwinter, 
closing on Jan. 1, 1809. Three missionaries were 
appointed at this Conference: "one (M. P. Sturde- 
vant)toTomhigbee; one to Ashley and Savannah, 
and the country between ; and one to labor between 
Santee and Cooper Rivers. . . . Here was the 
beginning of the missions to the slaves in South 
Carolina." People were there in tents, who had 
come one hundred andfifty miles. "Preaching and 
exhortations ; singing and prayer, without intermis- 
sion, on the camp-ground ; two or three thousand 
present; many souls converted." Increase of mera- 
bers in the bounds of the Conference 3,088. 

From the seat of the South Carolina Conference, 
the Bishop and Brother Boehm passed through 
Augusta and Camden, to Payetteville, North Caro- 
lina, crossing at Cashaway Ferry, where they re- 
alized the "mercy of not being thrown into the 
river, Hke poor Hilliard Judge." 

Continuing their route, and preaching at every 
opportunity, they visited "Wilmington, M'ewbern, 
and "Washington, and reached Tarboro, Forth 
Carolina, on the last day of January. The Virginia 
Conference hegan there on the next day. Bishop 
McKendree was, now among his old acquaintances; 
preached admirably, and ordained the Elders. 
Bishop Asbury says there were but three married 
preachers in thii^ liirge Conference. lie notices the 
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fact that "the "blacks are kept from us because their 
masters are afraid of the influence of our prin- 
ciples;" and very significantly asks, "Would not an 
amelioraUon in the condition and treatment of slaves 
have produced more practical good . to the poor 
Africans than any attempt at their emancipation?" 
Ah! the question of "practical good" was rarely 
thought of in discussions upon this suhject, by 
those who were not familiar with the difficulties 
which really environed it.* 

The following characteristic notice of the manner 
in which a part, at least, of this long and tiresome 
tour was made, is given in Bishop Asbury's Journal: 

""We are riding in a pooi' thirty-dollar chaise, in 
partnership, two Bishops of us ; but it must he con- 
fessed that it tallies well with our purses. "Well, 
but we have great news, and we have great times, 
and each Western, Southern, and the Virginia Con- 
ference will have one thousand souls truly con- 
verted to God. Is this not an equivalent for a light 
purse ? And arc we not well paid for starving and 
toil? Yes; glory to God!" 

Truly, eighty dollars a year must have been a scanty 
supply for the purse, when eveiy cent which cloth- 
ing and traveling apparatus cost, besides every 
other outlay, not really included in " traveling ex- 
penses," had to corae out of it! But what was 
money or comfort to such men, in pursuit of 
ends so high and holy ? 

From Tarboro, iN^orth Carolina, Bishop Mc- 

■* This was written three years tefore the late war. 
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Kendrcc proceeded, through deep snow, to Har- 
risonburg, Virginia, calling at his father's, in 
GreenvlllQ county, Virginia, spending a day there 
and preaching twice on that day; thonce through 
Petersburg and Richmond to Fort Republic. Ilis 
Diary shows that on the 2d of March he opened 
the Virginia Conference at Harrisonburg, and that 
it closed on the 8th. The General Minutes show 
that the Virginia Conference had been appointed 
to meet at Tarboro, ITorth Carolina, on the 1st of 
February; and we have Been that a Conference was 
held then and there, which Bishop Ashury calls the 
Virginia Conference, and both of the Bishops notice 
the fact that another Conference was held at Har- 
risonburg, Perhaps it had been previously agreed 
that for the convenience of the preachers traveling 
remotely from Tarboro, another session of the 
Virginia Conference should be held at Harrison- 
burg. The Appointments made at both places are 
published as belonging to the Virginia Conference. 
This ia believed to have been the only instance of 
the kind which occurred after the election of 
Bishop McKendree. 

The Bishops went from this place to Alexandria, 
"through deep snow, which fell on the 13th of 
March." Bishop McEendree preached on Prov. i. 
23. On the 18th, to Georgetown; and Sabbath, 
the 19th of March, he preached in "Washington 
City twice— his texts being Heb. x. 35, 36 ; Ezek. 
xviii. 3. He preached in Baltimore on the 2l8t, 
and next day at " The Point." His texts wore Matt, 
vii. 3; 2 Cor. xv. 58. Thence, traveling and preach- 
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ing nearly every day, they wont through 'Wilming- 
ton, Delaware, to Philadelphia, where the Confer- 
eneo began on tho 3d of April, and closed on 
the 10th; Bishop McKendree preaching six times 
daring the session. 

From the Philadelphia Conference they pro- 
ceeded B'orth, passing through Burlington, Tren- 
ton, etc., to llirew York, which they reached on the 
9th of May, and opened the Conference on the 10th, 
On the 12th Bishop MeKendree preached in John 
Street Church, on 2 Cor. v. 20; on the 14th, at 
Bowery, on Rom. i. 16; in Brooklyn in the after- 
noon, on Pom. viii. 34 ; and again at John Street 
on the 19th, (being the last day of the Conference,) 
his text being 2 Cor. vii. 10. 

From JJTcw York, where their "attention was 
strongly excited by the Steam-boat — a great in- 
vention" — they traveled everyday — Sundays always 
excepted — from the 19th of May to the 14th of 
June, when they reached Monmouth, District of 
Maine, the seat of the I^ew England Conference. 

This trip, which occupied twenty-one days' trav- 
eling, can now be made in as many hours, and 
without any seriona fatigue. In making it, they 
passed through Newcastle on the 22d of May ; on 
the SOtb, Middletown, Connecticut. On Sunday, 
the 3d of June, Bishop MeKendree preached his 
first sermon in Boston — Ps. xxxiv. 19; the next 
day, in Lynn; on the 8th, in Portsmouth — 2 Tim. 
iii. 5. 

The New England Conference lasted five days. 
"Eighty-two preachers received appointments, forty 
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of whom composed the Conference." From Mon- 
mouth Bishop MeKendree eame through Canaan, 
Dartmouth, Lansingbnrg, Albany, and Schenectady, 
to Kingsbury, where he again fell in company with 
Bishop Asbury, who had come by another route — 
both of them having preached nearly every day 
since they parted at the New England Conference. 
Leaving Brother Boehm to accompany Bishop As- 
bury, Bishop McKendree passed on through Au- 
burn, Geneva, and G-reenshnrg, to "Dr. Wheeler's, 
on the fork of Youghiogheny," where he and Bishop 
Asbury attended Pike Ran Camp-meeting, at which 
Bishop McKendree preached every day. The meet- 
ing was one of great usefulness. Thence, again 
parting with Bishop Asbuiy, (who proceeded to 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,) he visited "Washington 
and Middletown — attended a quarterly-meeting; 
came to Steubenville on the 24th of August, and 
to Zauesville, Ohio, on the 29th. On the 23d and 
24th of September, he assisted in holding a camp- 
meeting near Chillicothe, preaching each day with 
decided effect. On the 13th of September he got 
to John Colhns's, of precious memory, and spent 
from the 15th to the 18th inclusive at a camp-meet- 
ing at P. G-atch's. The next week he assisted at 
Collins's Camp-meeting, and on the 27th of Sep- 
tember reached Cincinnati. Here the Western 
Conference began on the 30th of September — thus 
completing his first Episcopal tour of visitation to 
the Annual Conferences. 

The following extracts from the Journal of 
Bishop McKendree, beginning at the elotio of the 
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Kew York Conference, May, 1809, may be inter- 
esting to many: 

" On "Wednesday, the lOth of May, Conference 
met in New York. We had much harmony, peace, 
and love among the preachers; but business was 
done in the most desultory manner, owing to an 
entire abandonment of manner, and a flood of 
words. There were some attempts to correct these 
errors, in order to facilitate business, but they 
proved ineffectual. However, we had a comforta- 
ble degree of the divine presence, but not many 
converted. About seven o'clock on Friday, the 
19th, (Bishop Ashury's Journal erroneously says the 
15th,) Conference concluded; and, in my opinion, 
the business might all have been done in six days. 

"Here I met with a very unexpected act of kind- 
ness. Brother Sandford, from Belleville, finding I 
have to travel alone, presented me with his son 
Aaron, an amiable youth about seventeen years of 
age, to travel with me, and that too at his own ex- 
pense. 

''Salurday, May 20th.— We left New York aflep 
breakfast, in company with Joseph Crawford, and 
reached the White Plains in the afternoon. Here 
I had a full view of the ground and the situation of 
the armies where the battle was fought at this 
place. 

"Sunday, 21st. — Preached in the meeting-house on 
the battle-ground; had a melting, comfortable time. 

"Saturday, 2Tth. — My rides have been long, Eodo 
through much rain; preached nine times, to small, 
lonely congregations, in the course of this week — ■ 
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have enjoyed much peace of mind, but eijffered 
some unnecesaary pain on account of foolish rea- 
sonings. 

"Sundai/, 28th.— Preached twice in Middletown, 
Connecticut, and administered the sacrament. The 
first waa a lifelesa sermon, and, as far as I can 
judge, as unprofitable to others as it was uncom- 
fortable to mjeelf. The last was comfortable to 
me, and, I suppose, profitable to some. 

"Saturday, June 3d.— In accordance with a plan 
devised for me, I have taken a circuitous route 
through Old and East Hartford, Ellington, Wilbra- 
ham, Brookfield, and Woreester, to Waltham ; but 
no appointments having been made for me, I have 
had a week of afliction and disappointment, except 
in Ellington. There Dr. Steel procured me a good 
congregation, and I hope good was done. Here 
the Presbyterian congregations tax the Methodists- 
to build their meeting-houses — seize and sell their 
property to pay, the Presbyterian minister. The 
traveling preacher on this circuit is not always ex- 
empt from these polite acts of Presbyterian charity.* 
"Sunday/, June 4, 1809.— Yesterday evening I 
reached this place, (Waltham, Massachusetts,) and 
Brother Bernis having sent out and collected a 
congregation, I preached to them at three o'clock. 

"Mond.a]/, 5th. — I set out this morning with the 
pleasant expectation of meeting Bishop Asbury in 
Boston, fourteeen miles distant ; from which place, 
according to our general plan, I was to have tho 



• The Congregationalists were popularly called Presbytorii 
10* 
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pleasure of his company to Monmoutli, about c«0 
hundred and fifty miles. We met, but what was my 
disappoiutment when, before I was seated, the old 
gentleman, in a very pleasing mood, presented me 
with a new plan, whieh directed us to different 
routes. Accordingly, after a few hours, we parted. 
I followed directions, and moved on as I could, and 
in a day or two he came after me, on the same road, 
the greater part of the way. 

^'Saturday, June 10th. — Brother Heath'a, in Scar- 
boro. I have passed, through nearly all the sea- 
port towns in niy course, and preached in Boston, 
Lynn, and Portsmouth, this week. There is a 
beautiful prospect of religion in Portsmouth, the 
seat of government for ISTew Ilampshire. I heard 
more doctrinal sentiments and more breathing after 
holiness expressed in a love-feast here than in any 
other place I have visited lately. This society has 
been raised, and a meeting-house purchased, by 
G-eorge Pickering, in the coui'se of this year. 

" Of late I have been considerably afflicted. In 
general I enjoy peace of mind, hut I do not enjoy 
that depth of religion which I believe it is the 
Christian's privilege to possess. 

"Sunday, 11th. — I preached in Scarboro in 
the morning; rode eight miles and preached in 
Portsmouth in the evening. The Lord is present. 
Here the horse of Brother Sandford failed, and he 
determined to return; consequently, I have to 
travel alone. Rode in company with Brother Joel 
■Winch from Portland to Monmouth. He is an 
.agreeable young man. 
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"The New England Conference eommeneed on 
Thursday, 15th, and closed on the evening of the 
fourth day. This is an amiable body of preachers, 
having many difficulties to encounter and much 
love to support them. 

"Thursday, 29th. — From Monmouth to Barnard. 
Have been blessed with the company and attention 
ot Brother Branch, the Presiding Elder. He is a 
steady, pious, friendly man — his words few and 
profitable. Had a few meetings ou our trip — a 
most comforting one this evening. 

"Saturday, July 8. — At Kingsbury. Prom Bar- 
nard I have rode from twenty-flve to forty miles a 
day, and preached at Rutland, Willstown, Ash 
Grove, Lansingburg, Albany, Schenectady, and 
Kingsbury. But the fatigue has so overcome me 
that I have to stop a day and take physic. "We 
have labored and suffered much through this coun- 
try, but there is now a prospect of reaping the fruit 
of those who went before Us. 

"Sunday, June 16, 1809. — Capt. David Borsey's, 
Lyons, between Cayuga and Seneca Lakes. lu 
consequence of confused plans, I had no regular 
appointments this week. It has been a time of af- 
fliction and trial. After losing more than an hour 
in crossing Lake Cayuga, and riding twenty-five 
miles, I reached this place at twelve o'clock, just 
after the people left the meeting-house ; but a very 
considerable congregation was collected at five 
o'clock, to whom I preached with satisfaction to 
myself, and I hope some were benefited. 

"Sunday, 23d.--On the evening of last Sabbath it 
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began to rain, and continued without intermission 
for forty hours. The streams rose so high, I could 
not go on. But few ventured to cross the outlet 
to-day; but I preached to a respectable congrega- 
tion in Brother Dorsey's dwelling-house. Although 
I am altogether at a loss to know how I am to got 
through this difficult country now, and my plan of 
appointments has fallen through, I have enjoyed 
peace of mind. Happily situated, in an agreeable 
ifiimily, I have recovered my strength considera- 
bly, and feel resigned to the providence which 
awaits me. 

'■'■ Saturday, ^^^. — Amaziah Sutton's, on Lycoming 
Creek. On Monday I preached at Geneva, Here 
Brother Draper was kind enough to meet and con- 
duct me through the difficulties. On Tuesday 
morning we started, and crossed tlie Canandaigua 
Lake and village, through Bath; crossed the Con- 
hoeton at the painted post — Canestio, Tioga, to the 
Block-house; crossed the mountain and descended 
the Lycoming to this place. I have enjoyed serene 
peace this week. To God be all the glory! 

'■^Sunday, 30th. — Preached in the meeting-house 
at eleven o'clock, and in the court-house at Port 
"William at four o'clock in the afternoon. 

"Saturday, August 5th. — Thomas Waston's. On 
Monday morning I set out in pursuit of my ap- 
pointments, intending to spend the next Sabbath 
in Bedford. "We ascended the west branch of the 
Susquehanna, took up Eagle Creek to the iron- 
works, and reached this neighborhood on Thursday 
evening ; and learning it is forty or iifty miles out 
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of my way to go hj Bedford to Pittsburgh, I deter- 
mined to spend the Sahbath and preach here. 
Through the week have had unusual religious en- 
joyments—have been very kindly entertained by 
strangers who seemed glad to see me. 

"Sunday/, August 6th.— Preached at George Hys- 
kell's Meeting-bouso, to a large and attentive con- 
gi-egation—hope the labor was not in vaiu. Eode 
six miles, through the rain, to Benjamin Johnson's. 
"Monday, 7th.— Ascended the Alleghany, through 
Burgoon's Gap, and lodged on the mountain, but 
the entertainment was intolerably bad. 

"■Tuesday, 8th.— Rode through rain for several 
hours— road extremely bad, ou account of deep 
mud, rocks, and water; lodged at James Wake- 
field's, but was afflicted by a few men who had 
drunk a quart of whisky each in the harvest-fieia 
this day. 

"On Friday, the 11th of August, I reached the 
camp-ground on Pike Run, in Washington county. 
Ilere I got into ray appointments, after losing a 
whole week on this side of the mountain, on ac- 
count of the flood. At this encampment there 
were between thirty and forty wagons, and eighty 
or ninety camps and tents. 

" On Sunday, 13th, there were two or three thou- 
sand people on the ground; but such a proportion 
of worthless creatures, if I may judge by their be- 
havior, I never saw at a place of worship before. 
On Priday and Saturday we had comfortable sea- 
sons—some converts; but from twelve o'clock on 
Sabbath the work put on an awful appearance, and 
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continued -without inteitnission the greater part of 

the night. 

" Monday, the 14th, was a very rainy day, bat a 
great many seriona people attended. The work 
was very considerable through the afternoon and 
night. 

" On Tuesday morning thesacrament of theLord's- 
supper was adminiatered to about three hundred 
and fifty communicants; after which it was pro- 
posed to ascertain the number of converts at this 
meeting, but such was the excitement of the peo- 
ple, it was not attempted." 

Bishop Aabury also was present at this meeting, 
having arrived there on Saturday evening. He 
preached once~2 Cor. vi. 20; Bishop McKendree, 
four times— Ex. xix. 10, 11; Isa. xii. 6; Beut. xxx. 
19; and 1 Cor. xiii. 13. 

From this place the Bishops proceeded west- 
ward, taking different routes for the "Western 
Conference — Bishop Asbury going through Pitts- 
burgh, and Bishop McKendree passing through 
"Washington, Pennsylvania, Steubenville, Zanes- 
ville, Chillicotbe, Ohio, and reaching Cincin- 
nati on the 27th of September. Before reaching 
there, however, he attended one q^uarterly-iheet- 
ing, near Middletown, and three more camp- 
meetings — the first near Chillicotbe, the seeond 
at P. Gatch's, and the last at John Collina's. At 
these meetings he preached nearly every day, and 
even when traveling, usually preached either in the 
day or at night where he might lodge. Such were 
the zeal, the industry, and labor of our fathers; 
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and thus waa Mcthodiam planted in this coantry. 
That such efforts were auceessful ie not surprising, 
God waa with them. If we would retain what they 
gained, we mnet love and labor like them. It ia 
not enough to say we have John, or Francia, or 
"William for our father: without their faith and 
worka we arc not of them nor like them. "What 
would a modern star preacher think of traveling, 
and laboring, and Buffering, like Asbury and 
McKendree — on horaebaek round the continent 
annually? Tot they did this for many auccessive 
years. 

Bishop McKendree introduced a now style of 
things, in presiding over the Annual Conferences; 
for while Biahop Asbury always presided with dig- 
nity and impartiality, yet he was regarded by the 
preachers as a father, and did not on all occasions 
adhere strictly to the " Rules of Order," in the man- 
agement of Conference businesa. Hia age, his long 
services, and hia intimate acquaintance with the 
whole work, and with the workmen, gave him a 
poaitiou no one else could reasonably expect to oc- 
cupy, and relieved him from the necessity of attend- 
ing rigidly to parliamentary uaage. But Biahop 
McKendree felt that his relation was in some rc- 
specta a different one. Many of those over whom 
he waa called to preside were older and more ex- 
perienced than himelf, and would be far less likely 
to submit to him, as they had done to Bishop As- 
bury, than to be controlled by rules made by the 
Conference for the trauaaction of its' own business. 
Besides, he was a man of method, as was evinced in 
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every thing he did and said, and had long since 
come to the conclusion that a close adherence to 
established rules, hj deliberative bodies, ia not only 
a protection to the minority and the president, but 
is calculated to expedite business. Ho therefore 
made himself familiar with the rules which obtain 
among such bodies, and insisted upon each Confer- 
ence adopting and adhering to them. And as he 
was prompt, impartial, and courteous in deciding, 
all such questions of law and order as properly de- 
volved upon him, he soon became, in the estimation 
of the whole Connection, a model president. This 
first round, made in company vrith hia venerated 
senior colleague, exhibited the contrast in their 
manner of conducting business, and evinced hia 
fitness for the office of president. And it is be- 
lieved that during the whole of his Episcopal career 
he was rarely, if ever, linown to make an official 
decision from which a majority dissented. The 
secret of his success in this respect was that he 
thoroughly understood the Discipline and usage of 
the Church, and was perfectly familiar with the 
rules of debate. Thus was he enabled to detect the 
least divergence from law and order; and his self- 
command, combined with a prompt yet mild and 
conciliator}' mode of address, inspired confidence 
and gave much weight to his decisions. "We have 
often heard the opinion expressed by those compe- 
tent to judge, that Bishop McKendree was unsur- 
pasaed in Church or State as a presiding officer; 
and the writer, who has the misfortune never to 
have seen Bishop Asbury in the chair, ia decidedly 
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of the opinion that he has never seen any one who 
so impressed and controlled a body of men aa 
Bishop McKendree €id in his palmy days. There 
were always quietness, order, and a respectful man- 
ner among all the members of Conference, where 
he presided. 

The name of Dr. Coke is too intimately con- 
nected with American Methodism to allow it to 
disappear suddenly from any work which professes 
to give a general account of Methodism during the 
latter part of the eighteenth and the former part 
of the nineteenth century. And as we have on 
several occasions adverted to his official relation to 
Ameiican Methodism, and shall present the reader 
with several letters from him to Bishop McKendree, 
we hope it may be pardoned if we now bring up 
the history of this noble-hearted minister from the 
General Conference of 1804 to the present date. 

It appears that Dr. Coke never visited America 
after 1804. Indeed, after the death of Mr. Wesley, 
in 1791, his services in England were regarded as 
almost indispensable, especially in connection with 
the Foreign Mission work. Hence, in the ad- 
dress of the "Wesleyan Methodist Conference to 
our General Conference in 1804, they earnestly 
solicited the return of the Doctor ; and the General 
Conference consented to the request, with the 
proviso, "That he shall hold himself, subject to the 
call of three of our Annual Conferences, to return 
when requested; but, at farthest, that he shall re- 
turn, if he lives, to the next General Conference." 
The improved state of Bishop Asbuiy's health, 
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together with the assistance he now received in the ^ 
General Superintendency of the work, by the elec- 
tion of Mr. Whatcoat, rendered it less important to 
detain the Doctor. Immediately upon his return to 
England, from his ninth and last visit to America, 
he entered most zealously and efficiently upon hia 
work as Superintendent of Missions. Hia oper- 
ations embraced both home and foreign missions; 
and, by his indefatigable efforts iu obtaining funds 
from friends to the cause, and from his own private 
fortune, he succeeded in supporting them, contrary 
to the fears of many of his brethren. If his schemes 
seemed occasionally too visionary, his astonishing 
success in raising money to sustain them, seemed to 
justify his views and silenced objections. Having 
married an estimable and wealthy lady, April 1, 1805 

Miss Penelope Goulding Smith — he addressed 

a circular to his American brethren in June, 1805, 
announcing his marriage, and proposing to reside 
permanently with them "on the express condition 
that the seven Conferences should be divided be- 
twixt us — (i. e., Bishop Asbury and himself) — 
three and four, and four and three, each of us 
changing our division annually; and that this plan, 
at all events, should continue permanent and un- 
alterable during both our lives." 

Allusions have frequently been made, from cer- 
tain quarters, to an overture made by Dr. Coke to 
Bishop White in 1791, for a union of the- Methodist 
Episcopal with the Protestant Episcopal Church; 
and he has been severely blamed on the one hand as 
having taken an unauthorized and rash step; and 
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OE the Other, his proposition has been rognraeii ae 
a confession of the defectiTOness of his ordination 
and of the organization of the Methodist Episcopal 
Chnrch. In mitigation of the censm-e of some, 
and in refutation of the inferences of others, it 
ought to be remembered that the .period when Dr 
Oolse ooneeiTod this purpose was one of peculiar 
gloom m the history of American Methodism. It 
was the year of Mr. msley's death; and, although 
the Church m America had been organized in 1784 
yet the constitution of the Church had not been 
secured against infringement by the provision for 
a regularly returning delegated General Confer- 
ence, acting under restrictions and limitations It 
was also about the time of Mr. O'Kellj's secession. 
These things combined to alarm Dr. Coke; and, 
without having hinted the matter to Mr. Wesley' 
or consulted his colleague, or any other Methodist 
minister, he acted from the impulse of the hour. 
His object, doubtless, was to strengthen the Church 
by the union, and prevent a convulsion, which his 
fears had magnified into a terrible approaching 
calamity. But his proposition, unauthorized and 
indefinite as it was, and which, perhaps, he had not 
himself elaborated fully in his own mind, looked 
to a union of the Churches, and not to a dissolution 
of either of them. Nor is there any evidence that 
in any event, he had become ivilling to disavow his 
ordination. He did not intend "a dereliction of 
ordination, sacraments, and the Methodist Disci- 
pline, but a junctim m pro}>er ienm." Bishop White 
respectfully entertained the Doctori plan tor con- 
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sideration; but, of course, it failed. The Doctor 
himself, upon more mature reflection, perceived the 
impracticability, not io say folly, of this act, and re- 
cLuested the Bishop to burn his letter, which he re- 
garded as private and confidential. But it seems 
that Bishop White and hia friends did not regard 
the correspondence in this light, and after the 
whole affair had been kept secret from 1791 until 
1804, it was made public. We do not accuse the 
Bishop of violating a moral or honorable obligation; 
and, as it seems he did not feel precluded, by a 
sense of propriety, from giving it to the world, it 
was hardly to be expected that others, less scrupu- 
lous and liberal than himself, would suffer so good 
an opportunity to pass without using it, to give then- 
Methodist neighbor the thrust ecclesiastic. But 
was there any sin, or real degradation, in proposing 
an honorable union between two young Churches, 
not separated by any serious differences in doctrine 
or ritual ? The writer has reason to believe that 
some excellent and talented clergymen, and many 
of the best members of the Bishop's Church, 
would not have been horrified at such a union even 
a few years ago— a thing which he regards as neither 
practicable nor desirable now, if it ever was. 

The following original letter, written by Dr. 
Coke to Bishop Asbury upon this subject, has been 
found among the papers of Bishop McKendree, and 
is now, for the first time, given in full* to the press. 

* Dr. Emory, it seems, had seea a copy of this letter, and 
makes a few quotattons from it ia hia " Defense of Our Fatherfi." 
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The Doctor had but recently heard of the use which 
had been made of hia correspondence upon this sub- 
ject, and gives his version of hie motives and acts in 
the r 



Near Lfleds, February 2, 1808. 
Vbey dear Brother and Friend: — For some 
time yon got the start of me in letters; but of late 
I have got the start of you. Perhaps I may not 
hear from you till after the General Conference. 

I have heard there has been a paper-war con- 
cerning a letter I wrote in 1791 to Bishop White. 
But I did every thing with a pure intention. We 
had then no General Conference. You were then 
the only center of union ; and you yourself saw the 
danger the infant Connection was in, which induced 
you, I doubt not, to lay the plan of an Annual Coun- 
cil at Colcesbury. I differed, it is true, in senti- 
ment, from my dear venerable brother in that 
respect; but, as I before observed, yoa laid that 
plan from a full conviction it was absolutely neces- 
sary to do something for the security of the union 
of the body. I was fully convinced of the same 
necessity, and did then really believe (though I do 
not now)that a junction with the Episcopal Church, 
on proper terms, would, under the blessing, of God, 
answer the end. 

I never applied to the Convention for rccon- 
secration. I never intended that either you or I 
should give up our Episcopal ordination. I did 
believe that a junction, as above, would very much 
enlarge our field of action, and that myriads would, 
in eonsequeiico of it, attend our ministry, who were 
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then much prejudiced against ua. My proposals 
secured our Discipline in all points, and the in- 
dependence of our places of worship. I had no 
thoughts of deciding on any thing (it would have 
heen the greatest folly to have indulged such 
thoughts) without your fall consent, and the consent 
of the General Conference, which was to be held 
the next year, to determine on the ease of James 
O'Kelly's division. I only wanted to put things in 
a train. The proposal met with the approbation 
of the Bishops of the old Episcopal Church in 
America, hut was thrown out by the lower house of 
Convention, as Mr. Ogden informed me. But all 
this was merely in the way of preparation ; for it 
would have been absurd to have brought the 
business before the General Conference (which, for 
what I knew at that time, might never meet again) 
without knowing the minds of the old Church,* 
It was at that General Conference, which was Held 
on the case of James O'Kelly, that it was resolved 
to have, in future, regular General Conferences. 
But I now see that the failure of my plan, which 
was laid down from the purest motives, was for the 
beat.. You yourself, my dear brother, never loved 
the American Church more than I have done, I 
verily believe, (excuse rae for saying so,) though I 
grant you have had more opportunities of serving 

* Bishop Cuko, aa an Englishman, naturally idcutiBea tlie 
Protestant Epiacopal Churoli with the Oiloaial Church of Eng- 
land, "tlie old Churoh;" though, in reality, the Methodist Epis- 
copal Chuvoh. in America was organized before the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States. 
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it. However, I do conjure you, my brother, by 
the glory of God, and by every motive which 
can proceed, from declarations of affection, on your 
part as well as miiie, by every Christian grace, by 
our union in the Church, and particularly the 
honor of Him who is the great mystical, real, and 
spiritual Head of us both, that you do not suffer 
my character to be injured at the next General 
Conference. 
I shall eay no more, hut leave the whole to God. 
Oar work in ^ho United Kingdom goes on well 
— very well. "We have not those astonishing, re- 
freshing times which you have in your camp-meet- 
ings; but there is a secret, gradual, and deep work 
on all hands, which, when it comes to be opened 
and examined at the Conference, gives an increase 
of ten thousand — nine thousand, etc. And this is 
the more extraordinary, as there is nothing heard 
of but war. One hundred and thirty thousand 
sailors just voted for by the Parliament for the 
ships-of-war, and an immenso military force. And 
among all these descriptions of men, there are but 
few who are born again. And yet the work in- 
creases ! Let God have all the glory ! 

My precious wife and. I are continually on the 
wing. "We have no home but God, and he is in- 
deed our home, our constant home, our com- 
fortable home, our dwelling-place, our tabernacle, 
oar heaven here below, our all in all. Glory, 
for ever glory be to his name ! She unites with me 
in love to yon and our brethren, the preachers. 
God hless you ! Pray for us. 
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I am, my dear, esteemed friend, yours affection- 
ately and faithfully, T. Coke. 

After the able and eatiafaetory vindication of Dr. 
Coke, and of American Methodism, by Dr. Bangs, 
and especially by the late Bishop Emory, in his 
"Defense of Our Fathers," no explanation or de- 
fense can be neeesearj- upon this point. Those 
wishing to see a full exposition of this whole af- 
fair, may find it in Bishop Emory's work, re- 
feiTed to above. 

Dr. Bangs, in referring to tho proviso in Dr. 
Coke's letter, calls it a proposition "to become a 
resident in America, on the condition that the Con- 
tinent should be divided into two parts; one of 
which to be under his superintcndcney, and the 
other under the sup erin tendency of Bishop Asbury." 
(History M. E. Church, Tol. TL., p. 179.) And L^r- 
abee repeats the same view in his "Asbury and hia 
Coadjutors," Vol. I., p. 326. The writer confesses 
that, guided by these authorities, he had always 
done Dr. Coke the injustice of believing that he had 
proposed a. permanent territorial division of the work; 
whereas, he only proposed a plan for permanent al- 
ternation with Bishop Aabury, in superintending the 
Conferences, An original printed circular, with 
the autograph of Dr. Coke, dated June 1, 1805, 
now lying before him, first relieved his raind of the 
impression that the Doctor had proposed so in- 
judicious and unconstitutional a condition as the 
words of Dr. Bangs seem to express. The fact is, 
Dr. Coke did not think he ought to abandon his 
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useful position in England unless he could occupy 
such n relation to the work iu America as would 
givo him an opportunity of at least equal useful- 
ness. He therefore proposed to be considered as 
Mr. Asbury's equal in administration, as he was in 
office; for heretofore he had not, in a single in- 
Btanoo, presided over » Conference, nor stationed 
the preachers, except in the presence and under the 
supervision of Bishop Asbnry. Should he make 
America his home, he required to bo regarded as 
on a parity with his colleague. The errors of Dr. 
Coke, in making this proposition, were ; Eii-at, he 
ignored— undesignedly, doubtless—the position and 
claims of Bishop Whatcoat, who was still living, 
and was greatly and justly loved, and who was then 
actively engaged in the duties of his office. The 
Doctor, doubtless, regarded him as superannuated. 
Second, he called upon the preaeh^rs to divide the 
work; whereas, tho Bishops, by an arrangement of 
thoir own, can annually distribute the work of 
visiting and supervising the Conferences, l^o donht 
Bishops Asbury and Whatcoat would have gladly 
recognized him as their equal iu every respect, and 
would possibly have agreed to such an alternat- 
ing plan of superintendence as has been practiced 
in America for many years. But their ooncnrrenoe 
was not asked by the Doctor, and neither the An- 
nual nor General Conferences, much less the 
preachers, iu their individual capacity, possessed 
tho authority to control the question. Such an in- 
terference might have had a banoiiil influence as a 
precedent, leading to the destruction of "our plan of 

VOL. I. — 11 
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itinerant General Superintendency." Tliird, this 
plan waa to last as long as he and Bishop Asbury 
shonld live, which would have been violated by the 
election of another Bishop during that time, how- 
ever necessary it might bo to have another. Of 
course Dr. Coke did not come back to the United 
States, as the Annual Conferences did not urge him 
to do so, in view of the condition upon which he 
proposed to come, notwithstanding the death of 
Bishop "Whatcoat, in 1806, leaving Bishop Asbury 
alone, rendered his services very desirable. The 
Doctor remained in England, and was both useful 
and popular; and American Methodism was, per- 
haps, not greatly retarded by bis declining to 
come. 

A reply to Dr. Coke's circular was adopted by the 
Baltimore Conference, March 17, 1806. The copy, 
which wa3 carried by the Bishops to the Annual 
Conferences, is before me, signed by the committee 
who prepared and reported it, viz., George Eob- 
erts, David Hill, Enoch George, Nelson Heed, and 
Alexander McCaine; and by Joseph Toy, Secretary. 
We do not admire its temper, and think it unnec- 
essarily and unjustly severe. To some of its doc- 
trines we are decidedly opposed, while wo approve 
its main object and its general bearing. It is a rare 
document. 

There is also before us the reply of the Philadel- 
phia Conference to the Doctor's circular, which, 
while it plainly and firmly declines the terms 
upon which be proposed to return to America, yet 
docs so in the most mild and respectful language. 
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It 13 a model document — dated Philadelphia 
April 19, 1806, and signed W. P. Chandler, Sec- 
retary. 

About 1806 Dr. Coke finished hia great work— 
" Commentary on the Bible"— which he had under- 
taken in compUancG with the request of the "Wes- 
leyan Conference of 1792. 

Dr. Coko may be justly styled the father and 
founder of the Domestic and Foreign Miaaionsof 
our British brethren; at least, so far as they were 
not the direct result of the itinerant system under 
Mr. Wesley. He is entitled to the credit of hav- 
ing founded and sustained the mission in the 
British Colony at Sierra Leone, Africa. Having 
failed in his first attempt to estahHsh a mission 
among the heathen Africans, his attention was after- 
ward called to the fact, that some negroes, who had 
been carried, at the close of our Revolution, by the 
British troops and Tories, from the United States 
to Kova Scotia, had finally been colonized at Sierra 
Leone, and that some of them, having been 
Methodists in America, had introduced religious 
worship among the colonists, had formed a society, 
and built a chapel, he immediately resolved to 
supply them, with a preacher. Hence the origin of 
British missions among the Africans. He advanced 
three thousand dollara to furnish the outfit of this 
mission; and for the outfit of the East India Mis- 
sion, he offered thirty thousand dollars, if so much 
should be found necessary. 

For many years, by his personal influence, he sus- 
tained missions in the "West Indies, Novb. Scotia, the 
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irrorman Isles, Ireland, Wales, Gitraltar, and the 
deatitute portions of England ; and it waa only 
a short time before his death that any permanent 
and reliable organization, for raising missionary 
money, waa devised by the "Wealeyan Method- 
ists.* 

Dr. Coke does not seem to be chagrined by the 
course pursued toward him in America, in declining 
his proposition; for at the General Conference he 
substantially renews his former proposal, if hia 
services should be deemed imperatively necessary. 
His kind, congratulatory letter to Bishop McKen- 
dree npon his election, already quoted, ia another 
evidence of his sincerity and magnanimity. 

It is foreign to our purpose to follow, in detail, 
the history of this great and good man; suffice it 
to say that, after having devoted a life of singular 
purity and energy to the cause of God, to which he 
had given an amount of money out of bis own 
purse, which might be regarded, even in England, 
as a large fortune, he projected the East India Mis- 
sion. On Dec. 30, 1813, he, in company with a 
noble band of missionaries, embarked for India, and 
on May 4, 1814, he died on board the ship. Ilia 
body rests under the Equator, in the midst of the 
Indian Ocean, but we doubt not his ardent and holy 
soul has found a home in the "Father's house." 
He died of apoplexy, suddenly and alone in the 
night, in his sixty-seventh year. 

Dr. Coke was very low of stature, but finely pro- 

"Laraliee, Vol. I. 



,1 Google 



BISHOP m'kendreb. 245 

portioned. His voice was feminine, and remarkable 
for melodyaiiii distinctness. He was a ripe scholar, 
a ready debater, quick in bis apprebensions, impul- 
sive in bis emotions, and a deligbtful preaeber. He 
was fitted, botb by nature and babit, to an active 
life. One great passion reigned over his life— it was 
a noble one : it was, to do good by spreading true 
religion over tbe eartb. Methodism owes bim 
much. In England, Mr. Wesley found bini a very 
useful helper; and after that great reformer passed 
away, the Doctor was of infinite service in uniting 
the Society, and guiding its missionary operations. 
American Methodists should never forget the man 
who came to help Asbury and Methodism, as did 
La Payette to sustain "Washington and Congress in 
tbe Revolution. Nor was Ms love for us a sudden 
or a transient feeling. He crossed the Atlantic 
nine times; and, although be did not remain long 
at a time, yet bis talents and influence were ever 
ready to he employed for our welfare. 

His peculiarities were the result of bis temper- 
ament, and of his English education. His virtues 
were many and great. In connection with tbe con- 
stellation of the world's benefactors, bis name will 
glitter in tbe historic firmament, like a bright and 
beautiful star, for ever. His body rests amid tbe 
pearls which pave the Indian Ocean ; its deep, blue 
waves sing bis requiem, but bis monument is the 
missionary enterprise of English and American 
Methodism; and at tbe resurrection of the just, 
myriads from Africa, Europe, America, and the 
islands of tbe sea, will hail bim blessed. 
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" Servant of God, well done I 
Ecst from tliy loved employ ; 
The battle fougtfi, the vict'ry woiif 
Enter thy Master's joyl" 

The voice at midnight came ; 

He started up to liear; 
A mortal arrow pierced his frame : 

Ho fell, hut felt no fear. 

Soldier of Christ, well done 1 
Praise he thy new employ ; 

And while eternal ages run, 
Rest in thy Saviour's joy. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Bishops McKendree and Asbury go from Oinoinnali to Souih 
Carolina Oonfevence— Thence to Yirginia Conference— To Bal- 
timorB— Enston, Peniisylvania— New York— -N"ew England— 
Genosee Conference — Camp-meeting Conferences— Through 
Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee— Bia hops Ashurj and McKendree 
go on horseback to South Carolina — 'Wiiiter tour— Letter from 
Bishop Morris— Method— Mrs. Mabrj's letter— Attends rai-ioua 
Conforenoes- Letter to Bishop Asbury about stationing the 
preachers- General Conference of 1812— Prosiding-elder ques- 
tion—No Bishop eIocted—Earthc[uake— War— Letters. 

Bishops McKendree and Asbury, accompanied 
by William Burke and others, left Cincinnati, the 
seat of the late Western Conference, on Oct. 0, 
1809.* As usnal, in those days, their appointments 
were in advance of thom, and it became necessary 
for them to start at midnight in order to get to 
Mount Gerizim in time to meet their engagement. 

Passing on through Kentucky and preaching 
alternately, they visited Lexington and Springfield, 
through Green and Barren, counties; Bishop Aa- 
bnry, hovrever, taking the direct route from Lexing- 
ton to South Carolina, through East Tennessee, and 
Buncombe county, North Carolina, while Bishop 

*At this Conference "about 80 preachers were statJonnd, 14 
rejected, 9 located, increase 2,366." — Aslmry's Journal. 
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McKendree turned aside to visit his relations near 
Nashville, Tennessee. On this trip he called upon 
his old frienda, James Gwin, Henry Tooly, Elmore 
Douglass, "William Woodward, and others. From 
H'ashville he started to Charleston, to attend the 
South Carolina Conference; and passing through 
the upper part of Alabama, then inhabited by the 
Cherokee Indians, we find him at Benjamin Watts's, 
in Jackson county, Georgia, on the 9th of Kovem- 
ber ; on the 13th, at Hope HuU's ; the 16th, at James 
Mej:iwether's ; on the 19th he preached at Athens ; 
on the 26th, at Greensboro ; at Milledgeville on the 
30th : at Dudley Hargrove's, his relative, on the 5th 
of December; thence by Colonel Foster's, Joaiah 
Handle's, "Weisinger's, to Augusta, reaching Charles- 
ton, 8outh Carolina, the 19th. The Southern 
Conference began on Saturday, 23d December, in 
the city of Charleston, and hold a week. Here he 
met. Bishop Asbnry, and the Conference seems to 
have been an interesting and profitable one. On 
the 30tb, the Conference being over, the Bishops 
left Charleston and spent the night with Thomas 
McKendree, the Bishop's brother, who "fed them 
richly." The following Sabbath they both preached 
in Fayettevilie, North Carolina; on "Wednesday, at 
"Wilmington ; Sabbath, Jan. 14, 1810, at Newbern ; 
21st, at Norfolk, Virginia. Leaving Bishop Aa- 
bury, Bishop McKendree visited his father, and 
joined him again at Petersburg, where the Virginia 
Conference opened Feb. 8, 1810, and closed on the 
14th. 

From the seat of the Virginia Conference tha 
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Biahopa proceeded to Baltimore by different routes, 
Bishop MeKendree pasaing through Williamaliurg, 
rrederiekaburg, Dumfries— spending a little time 
and preaching in Alexandria, Q-eorgetown, and 
Washington City. 

The Baltimore Conference for 1810 was held in 
the city of Baltimore. It began on the 8th of 
March, and lasted eight days. Bishop Asbury was 
worn down with fatigue, and otherwise very un- 
well, and moat of the labor of presiding, etc., de- 
volved upon Bishop McKendree. He preached in 
Light Street Church at eleven o'clock, on 2 Cor, vii. 
12, and on "The Point" at three o'clock, on IJohn 
xvi. 17. From the Baltimore Conference they went 
to Easton, and opened the Philadelphia Conference, 
on the 20th of April, and concluded it on the 27th. 
There was a camp-meeting in the neighborhood of 
the Conference, and the session was a pleasant one. 
The Diary of Bishop McKendree shows that one of 
them preached nearly every day while traveling, 
and sometimes both of them. 

Bishop McKendrce's route to the New York 
Conference was through "Wilmington, Delaware, 
Philadelphia, and Trenton. He reached I^ew York 
on the 10th of May, and was fully employed in vis- 
iting and preaching until the 21st, when the Con- 
ference began. It continued during the week. 

The Hew England Conference for 1810 was held 
at Winchester, Massachusetts, beginning on the 6th 
of June, and closing on the 10th. From thence 
Bishop McKendree passed through and preached 
at Lynn, Marhlehead, Boston, (Heb. x. 35,) Wilbra- 
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bam, (Prov. i. 23,) West SpriiigfieM, "WestfieM, and 
Schenectady, to Lyons Town, where the Genesee 
Conference began on the 20th of July- This seems 
also to have been a camp-meeting Conference — 
"great order and dispatch in husiness — stationed 
sixty-three preachers, and cured some, until then, 
incurable cases." In reference to the outcry raised 
Dy certain persons against the Bishops for appoint- 
ing this Conference, charging them with an as- 
snmption of power, etc.. Bishop Ashury adds, in 
his significant and laconic style, "If the outcry of 
want of order came from God, the appointment of 
the GenescQ Conference was one of the moat ju- 
dicious acts of onr Episcopacy." 

The Bishops parted company at the Genesee 
Conference, each wending his way toward the 
South-west, to attend the next session of the West- 
ern Conference, in Shelbyville, Kentucfc)', Novem- 
ber lat. Both of their Journals are before mo. 
They both attended several camp-meetings on their 
respective routes, besides preaching almost daily 
and assisting at a goodly number of quarterly-meet- 
ings. They were never idle nor uselessly employed. 
Bishop McKendree passed through Springfield, 
Ohio, attended a camp-meeting on Eush Creek, on 
the 18th of August; was at Chillicothe on the 25th; 
crossed the Ohio Eiver at Limestone on the 29th; 
preached in Lexington, Kentucky, on the 31st, (1 
Sam. iii. 18 ;) recrosaed the Ohio at Old Trace on 
the 12th of September; was taken sick next day, 
but was able to preach at Jefiersonville on Sabbath, 
the 15tb, (Kov. iii. 20;) attended a camp-meeting 
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at Ferguson's from the 2l9t to the 24th of Septem- 
ber; visited Jesse Head, B. MeKenry, M. Lasley, 
Quessenbury, Pope, etc. From the 5th to the 8th 
of October, he attended the KashvUie Camp-meet- 
ing, held at Liberty Hitl, and the Fountain Head 
Camp-meeting from the 19th to the 22d of October, 
and enjoyed the society of his relations and his old 
friends Owin, Blackman, and others. 

The "Western Conference waa held this year- in 
the field of hia former uaefulneae. It began on the 
1st of N'ovember, and continued eight days. It 
was a session "of great peace and good order." 
The second day, "Friday, was a day of hnmiliation 
and fasting. Twenty-six were admitted, ninety- 
five stationed — the increase is fonr thousand." The 
Conference over, the Bishops .started for the far- 
distant Southern Conference. Even the venerable 
Aabnry, old, feeble, and afflicted as he was, found it 
necessary to exchange his sulky for the saddle, in 
order to traverse the wilderness and get safely over 
the mountains and streams which had to be encoun- 
tered in this long midwinter trip. 

On Sabbath, the 18th of IJ'ovember, both of the 
Bishops were at Bishop McKendree's father's; but 
the next day they were off for South Carolina. 
Their route led by John McQee's, Br.Tooley's, and 
J. "Winton's, in East Tennessee, through Buncombe 
county, North Carolina, in deep snow, etc. Bishop 
McKendree and John McGee started at five o'clock 
and rode twenty-five miles in the piercing cold, over 
the Buncombe Mountains, to an appointment at 
Edney's, and Bishop McKendree preached — Jer iv. 
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14. Continuing their toilsome and most unpleas- 
ant jonrney, they arrived at Columbia, South Caro- 
lina, in time to open the Conference on Saturday, 
December 22d. "Order, peace, and love," charac- 
terized the session. About eighty preacherB were 
stationed. 

But it would be tiresome to the reader to follow 
the daily toils of this devoted man. Let the above 
Buffiee as a specimen. 

With the Journal of Bishop Asbury and the 
Diary of McKendree before the writer, he is more 
than ever impressed with the sentiment that all 
great practical, useful men are remarkable for 
■method and ^painstaking.. The truly great man at- 
tends to little as well as great things. See this 
Diary — how neatly kept! as legible now, after the 
lapse of half a century, as if written an hour since; 
every day filled up with the name of the person 
with whom he stayed, the distance traveled, the 
meeting-house in which he preached, (his text given 
perfectly,) where the Conferences were held, how 
long, etc., etc. And when it is remembered that 
he was almost constantly in the saddle, frequently 
starting before day and traveling until dark, often 
in dirty and uncomfortable taverns, never having 
more than a day's rest in the month, and conse- 
quently without the quietude or facilities of keep- 
ing a regular journal, it is astonishing that he was 
able, from year to year, to commit bo many facts to 
paper in so regular and consecutive a manner. 

The love of order was a striking trait of Bishop 
McKendree's character; so that while he seemed 
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conatantly intent upon great and important matters, 
he was never known to neglect the minute aftairs 
of life. A remarkable instance of this, and one 
strikingly illustrative of his scrupulous regard for 
the rights of others, is given in the following letter 
of Bishop Morris, addressed to Bishop Soule in 



Brothek SoutE :— The following anecdote, though 
unimportant in itself, may possibly serve to illus- 
trate one peculiar characteristic of Bishop McKen- 
dree— namely, hia scrupulous attention to the rules 
of propriety in little things. You may use it or 
not, as may seem proper to yourself. 

Many years ago— the precise time not recol- 
lected— one day in Conference, Bishop McKendreo 
asked me for the loan of a pencil. I handed him 
the only article of the kind I had. It was a very 
small cedar pencil, perhaps two inches and a half 
long, and less in diameter than a common rye-straw, 
with a plain brass head. It was used primarily as 
a pin, to fasten a small pocket memorandum-book, 
and to make notes on the same. The original 
value of the article could not have been more than 
three cents. Of so little importance was it to me, 
that I did not miss it at all, nor remember the 
transaction again until a year afterward, when the 
Bishop, one day in Conferonee, beckoned to me, 
and on my approaching him, handed me the pencil, 
which he had kept for me on a tour of some thou- 
sands of miles, having perhaps forgotten to return 
it at the proper time. As the business of Confer- 
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encc was in progress, he gave no explanation, but 
the sight of the pencil and a moment's reflection 
broaght the whole transaction to my mind, and af- 
forded a theme of profitable meditation up^n the 
character of a man who, amid the trials and perils 
of .his extended journeys, and his numerous and 
daily cares respecting the Church over which he 
exercised hia general superintcndency, could still 
charge hia mind with so small a matter. 

He that would succeed in carrying out the prin- 
ciples of a great sysem, muat attend punctually to 
all its little details, as did Bishop McKcndree in 
1 to Methodism. 
Yours respectfully, 

Thomas A. Mobkis. 

Meadville, Penn., Angust 17, 1836. 

The ti-ait in Bishop McKendree's character, so 
happily illustrated in the above anecdote by Bishop 
Morris, was developed in many ways. It displayed 
itself in the systematic aiTangement of all hia busi- 
ness. He was a man of method. He could not 
preach, debate, or converse satisfactorily without 
regard to it. His plan of traveling and preaching 
on the way muat always be prearranged. Hia trav- 
eling equipage, whether he went on horseback or 
in a carriage, was over moat carefully adjuated. 
Hia horse was never neglected, nor could he retire 
to rest after having been exhauated by a long and 
wearisome day's journey, until he knew he had re- 
ceived the best possible attention. As " a righteous 
man regardeth the life of his beast," so this good 
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man -regarded the comfort of his horse. This was 
strikingly displayed in the provision made hy his 
will for the support of his faithful "old Gray," 

His clothes were packed in his saddle-bags or 
oamage-trunk, hy his own hands— for who conld do 
It so neatly! His papers were folded, labeled, and 
• pat np as he only could do it. In .his dress and ad- 
dress, yon perceived in a moment the neatness,' 
stmphoity, and coupteousness of a gentleman who 
respected both himself and his company too highly 
to seem oatoless of his appearance. And while he 
was iiir from being stiff or unsocial in his manners 
there was always about him a dignified and respect 
ful demeanor, mingled with afliibility, which be- 
spoke his character and his position. His presence 
always commanded respect, and his manners won 
the confidence of strangers; so that even those 
who loved to ridicule preachers felt constrained to 
treat hm civilly; and children, reading his feelings 
m his face, would instinctively smile, climb upon 
his knees, and nestle in his bosom. There was an 
indescribable persuasiveness in his manner, whether 
in the pulpit or in the social circle. Then ani- 
mated, there was a kind of illumination of his fea- 
tures, reminding one of the gleaming of Hghtning 
bchmd a thin cloud. Before Ms tongue uttered tht 
words, his eyes and mildly radiant face had already 
half told what was coming. His sense of propriety 
was such that he was rarely known to say or do 
any thing of qnestionable fitness. His delicacy 
and sensibility were remarkable. The same mental 
peculiarity which dictated order in every thing re- 
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lating to businesB mattera, dress, etc., induced him 
to be careful of his words— so that "proper words 
in proper places," beat defines hia sermons and con- 
veraationa. Hence, too, the eaae with which he 
could adapt hia style and manner to the capacities 
and circarastances of his hearers. 

The folloiving communication, taken from the 
Sunday-school Visitor of 1852, aent to me by the 
late Rev. Anthony Dibrell, (of precious memory,) 
waa furnished by Mrs. Mabry, of Petersburg, Vir- 
ginia, and waa addressed to children. She was the 
daughter of Mr. Grisaett Davis, in whose house Mr. 
McKendree waa ordained deacon in 1790, and 
where he often stayed. It illustrates several traita 
to which reference has been made. 

My Dear Little Children : — "When I was young, 
nothing delighted me more than to hear my mother 
tell about old times : presuming you have the same 
kind of curiosity, and as I like children dearly, and 
like to please them, I will give you some account 
of my intercourse with Bishop McKendree, when 
I was a little girl and he a young man. 

My father's house was, for many years, and as 
long as he lived, a home for Methodist preachers. 
At one time, Bishop McKendree was stationed in 
the town in which we lived. I do not remember 
how long he stayed at our house, but long enough 
for him and myself to become intimate friends. He 
was remarkably fond of children. Ho liked very 
much to have his hair combed, and I would stand, 
perhaps an hour at a time, on my little chair, comb- 
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ing his beautiful black hair, which curled natarally, 
and twining it around my tiny fingera. It was all 
cut short except behitid, and there it was just long 
enough to curl. He would almoat fall asleep while 
I was amusing myaelf behind him. When I came 
to arrange it in front, he would take me on his 
knee. And when I was done, a vei-y aweet kiss 
would be my reward, and many thanks also. I 
would then take my little chair and sit close by 
him, and count the buttons at his knees: there 
were five at each knee ; and he wore buckles on his 
shoes, too. I shall never forget his appearance, for, 
in rny opinion, ho was perfectly beautiful. His eyes 
were bright and black, and tho expression of his 
countenance was mild and benignant. He had a 
holy, happy look. I remember ono day I had 
finished combing his hair, and was playing about 
the room, when some one observed there was a 
cloud rising. A thunder-cloud was the most ter- 
rible thing in the world to me. I always nestled as 
closely as possible to my mother, because I thought 
she was so good the lightning would not hurt her. 
She mentioned to the Bishop how much I was 
alarmed, and how sorry she was to see a cloud on 
my account. I recollect that he called me to him, 
toot me on his knees, laid my head on his breast^ 
and soothed me with the kindest words. When the 
sharp lightning came, I would hide my little face 
in his bosom, and feel perfectly safe, because I 
thought nothing could harm me while near hin:, 
although I knew I was sinful— for I cannot remem- 
ber tho time I did not know it, or had not the fear 
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of the Lord before my eyes. After the violence of 
the storm was over, lie related an anecdote. There 
was, a lady, he said, who feared lightning very 
lauch. She bad heard that it never struck little 
children; and whenever she saw a cloud arising, 
she would gather as many around her as she could. 
One day she had one or two on her lap, and several 
others about her, and felt safe. A cat and kitten 
were lying in the door, very near together, when 
there came a severe flaali of lightning, whieli killed 
the cat and left the kitten unhurt. It had such an 
effect upon her that she began from that time to 
seek religion, and never rested until she found it. 
I could tell you a great deal about the impression hia 
words made upon my heart at that time and in after 
years, when I grew up to maturity, but I am not 
writing my own history. Perhaps, if you like what 
I have now written, and my health will permit, I 
may tell you about some of the other Bishops and 
preachers. I knew Bishop Asbury, Bishop What- 
coat. Dr. Coke, hut never loved any as well as I did 
Bishop McKendree. Ah Old Lady. 

It might he unprofitable to follow the narrative 
of the Bishop's daily travels and labors through the 
year 1811, having given so full an account of hia 
first two official tours around the Continent; let it 
suffice, then, to state that his Diary shows that from 
the seat of the Southern Conference, in Columbia, 
South Carolina, he started on the 29th Dec, 1810, 
for the Virginia Conference, which met at Raleigh, 
North Carolina, on the 7th of Feb., 1811 ; thence to 
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the Baltimore Conference, held in the city, from the 
20th to the 28th of March; thence to Philadelphia, 
where the Conference waa opened on the 20th of 
April, to N"ew York Conference, in the city of l^Tew 
York, May 20th to 25th ; the New England Confer 
cnce, at Barnard's Town, Vermont, June 20th to 
27th; the Genesee Conference, in Paris, New York, 
20th to 25th July — thus closing his third round of 
Conference viaitations. In looking over the notes 
entered in his Journal on these tours, it strikes the 
reader that he waa a moat laborious and punctual 
preacher. He seems, for months, to have preached 
and traveled almost every day when not actually 
holding Conference. Midwinter and summer were, 
in this reapect, alike to him. Thus, in December 
he had two rest-days; in November, none; in January, 
two; February, none; March, two; April, none; 
May, none; June, none; July, none; August, two; 
in September, uone; although he attended three 
camp-meetings in Ohio during the month, and 
preached nearly every day. 

Bishop Asbury, as usual, attended all the Confer- 
ences, and found time to visit Canada and see the 
state of the work there in the interval of the last 
two Conferences. The journey, however, was per- 
formed in great bodily pain, and he arrived at the 
Genesee Conference with exhausted strength and 
a complication of diseases. He had traveled sixteen 
hundred miles in sixty days. "Sore, lame, and 
weary," be got to Paris. He adds: " My spirit re- 
joiced with dear Bishop McKendree; he nursed me 
as if I had been his own babe," Slowly wending 
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their way westward, inquiring into tlie condition of 
the Societies lying on their routes, and preaching 
almost daily, they lacgan their unceasing round of 
labor again at the Western Conference, in Cincin- 
nati, Nov. 1, 1811. 

It appears from the following letter that Bishop 
Ashury, at the close of the Genesee Conference, 
which finished the third round of the Annual Con- 
ferences since 1808, urged Bishop McKcndree to 
adopt his plan of stationing the preachers without 
consulting the Presiding Elders, to which he ob- 
jected, but proposed a modification of it as fol- 
lows: 

Cincinnati, Oct. 8, 1811. 

Brother Asburt ; — I am fully convinced of the 
utility and necessity of the council of the Presiding 
Elders in stationing the preachers, but you fear in- 
dividuals will make it difficult, if not impracticable, 
for you to proceed on this plan. I am willing 
to assist you in the best way I can; and, as I 
am in duty bound, so I hold myself in readi- 
ness to render the moat effectual service to the 
Church. Consequently, I am still willing to ac- 
cede to the proposition which yon made at the 
Genesee Conference, if it may be qualified. If 
it is still your wish, I will take the plan of sta- 
tions, after you have matured it — call the Ei- 
ders to my assistance, and, after deliberate coun- 
cil, report in favor, or dictate such alterations 
as may be thought necessary. But I still re- 
fuse to take the whole responsibility upon myself, 
not that I am afraid of proper accountability, but 
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I conceive the proposition included one 
highly improper. 

Yours, in the bonds of a yoke-fellow, 

W. McKendree, 

After the Western Conference, he went to Cam- 
den, South Carolina; thence to liichmond, Vir- 
ginia; thence to Leesburg, Virginia; and thence to 
Philadelphia, 18th to 25th of April, 1812, holding a 
Conference at each of these places. 

Let the reader think of one of these tripa, say 
from Cincinnati, Ohio, by the way of Lexington, 
Kentucky, I^ashville, Tennessee, through the Indian 
Nation and Georgia, to Camden, South Carolina. 
Let him think of the distance traveled on this 
single tour; the cold of midwinter; the mud; the 
ewoilen streams, frequently without bridges or ferry- 
boats; the fatigue of horseback-riding to men from 
fifty-five to sixty-eight years old; the discomforts of 
road-side taverns; and, in addition to all this, "the 
daily care of all the Churehca," and he will have 
some conception of their sacrifices and sufferings. 
Surely, they must have been more or less than men 
to endure all this, unless it were for Christ's sake. 

At the close of the Philadelphia Conference, 
Bishop McKendree was taken sick, and was not able 
to reach New York until several days had elapsed 
in the session of the General Conference. 

The General Conference which began in the city 
of New York, May 1, 1812, was the Jirst c 
convention of the Church. Eight Conferences wt 
represented by ninety delegates. It was a most i 
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portant assembly, inasmuch as it not only deter- 
mined questions of great interest to the welfare of 
the Church, but especially as it tested the fealty 
of her representatives in the highest judicatory of 
the Church to the eonstitutio]! itself. Methodism 
was about to pass the ordeal which the civil govern- 
ment had experienced in the first Congress under 
the Federal Constitution. And, as in the latter 
case, the practical application of the constitution 
was rendered both more difficult and important on 
account of the novelty of the experiment, and the 
danger of introducing precedents, which might 
lead to disastrous consequences; so, in the foraier, 
the utmost caution was necessary to begin the ad- 
ministration of the newly-adopted organic laws of 
the Church conformably to the ti'ue intent and spirit 
of the Ecclesiastical Constitution. In both, the 
highest qualities of mind and heart were needed. 
There was this obvious difference, however, in 
the charter under which they respectively acted. 
The two governments not only differ in their 
origin, nature, design, and mode of operations, 
but moreover, while the power vested in Con- 
gress is limited by specific grants of power, to be 
exercised for the general welfare, and the means 
necessary to execute these specific objects, the del- 
egated G-eneral Conference possessed, by constitu- 
tional right, all power originally belonging to the 
whole body they represented, except certain clearly- 
defined prohibitions. These prohibitions pro- 
tected the rights and privileges of the member- 
ehip and ministry, the General Kules of the So- 
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cietiea, the Articles of Eeligion, and the Episcopal 
form of our General Superintendeney of the 
Church. Beyond these three great and vital ques- 
tions, every thing in the polity of the Church was, 
and is yet, under their control. 

The eyes of all who loved the Church were 
turned, with the most intense solicitude, to the 
action of the General Conference of 1812. The 
Bishops were to preside alternately as joint presi- 
dents of the body; and, fortunately, ihey combined 
the highest confidence of the Church, both as to 
their purity of motives and their knowledge of its 
true interests. Bishop Asbury's integrity of char- 
acter and sagacity inspired great confidence, while 
all the past history of Bishop McKendreo marked 
him as equal to the emergency. But Bishop As- 
bary had heretofore exercised rather the prerog- 
atives of a father than the office of a president, 
and had never been remarkable for conducting 
business according to the strict Rules of Order. 
"Who was to inaugurate the new state of things 
demanded by the Church t Happily for the Church, 
Bishop McKendree was the man for the occasion. 

The Rev. Henry Smith, of the Baltimore Confer- 
ence — ^probably the oldest traveling preacher of the 
Methodist Church— in a letter to the writer, dated 
February 6, 1855, says upon this point: 

"Previous to the first delegated General Confer- 
ence, May 1, 1812, Bishop McKendree drew up a 
plan of business to be brought before the General 
Conference. His address was read in Conference; 
but as it was a new thing, the aged Bishop (Asbury) 
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rose to hia feet immediately after the paper was 
read, and addressed the junior Bishop to the follow- 
ing effect: 'I have something to say to you before 
tho Conference.' The junior also rose to his feet, 
and they stood face to face. Bishop Asbury went 
on to say, ' This is a new thing. I never did busi- 
ness in this way, and why is this new thing intro- 
duced?' The junior Bishop promptly replied, 
'You are our father, we are your sons; you never 
have had need of it. I am only a brother, and have 
need of it.' Bishop Asbury said no more, but sat 
down with a smile on his face. The scene is now 
before me. I believe the Bishops have pursued the 
plan ever since." 

The address of Bishop McKendree was not 
merely a programme of the business which legiti- 
mately devolved upon the body, but was designed 
to call the attention of the Conference to the ad- 
ministration of the Bishops, and to the condition 
and wants of the Church. 

Mr. Asbury had been trained in the Wesleyan 
school, and his presidency had been similar, in 
some respects, to the British system of holding 
Conferences. The sessions held under him had 
not been conducted very strictly by parliamentary 
rules. Mr. McKendree knew that a careful ad- 
herence to order is not only a protection to the 
minority and the president, but is essential to the 
dispatch of business. Tho "new thing" which 
surprised the elder Bishop was right in itself, and 
most proper as emanating from one who thus mod- 
estly disclaimed the prerogatives of a father, and 
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voluntarily placed himself under the laws of order 
in exercising his office. The General Confcrenoe 
approved his course; committees were appointed 
to draw up Rules of Order and to consider the va- 
rious topics of Bishop McKendree's address; and 
from that time until the present, the sessions of the 
Methodist Conferences, both Annual and General, 
have surpassed all other ecclesiastical bodies for 
their strict adherence to the established rules of 
debate, and for the amount of business transacted 
in a given time. Indeed, it may well be doubted 
whether there is any deliberative body which equals 
a Methodist Conference in these respects. The 
introduction of this mode of procedure may be 
attributed chiefly to Bishop MeKendree. Coko, As- 
bury, and Whatcoat, were all Englishmen, and, al- 
though wise, great, and good, could not conform their 
mode of administration to the American idea. The 
first native American Bishop, himself a soldier and 
an officer in the war of independence, placed him- 
self and his office in harmony with the feelings and 
sentiments of his countrymen, by refusing to gov- 
ern except according to law. He was right, and the 
Church owes him a debt of gratitude for his course. 
The following address was submitted by Bishop 
MeKendree in writing : * 

To the General Ooaferonce of the Metliodist Episcopal Church, 
BOW assembled in the City of New York; 

Dear Brethren: — My relation to you and the 

* Bangs's History of the M. E. Church, Vol. II„ p. 308. - 
VOL. I.— 12. 
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Connection in general aeems, in ray opinion, to 
make it necessary that I should address you in 
some way, by which you may get possession of 
some information perhaps not otherwise to he ob- 
tained by many of you. 

It is now four years since, by your appointment, 
it became my duty jointly to superintend our ex- 
tensive and very important charge, With anxious 
solicitude and good wishes, I have looked forward 
to this General Conference, The appointed time 
has come, and the I^ord has graciously permitted 
ua to meet according to appointment, for which I 
hope we are prepared jointly to praise and adore 
his goodness. 

TTpon examination, you will find that the work 
of the Lord is progressing in our hands. Our im- 
portant charge has greatly increased since the last 
General Conference, We had an increase of up- 
ward of 40,000 members. At present we have up- 
ward of 2,000 local preachers, and about 700 
traveling preachers, and about 190,000 members. 
And these are widely scattered over seventeen 
States, besides the several territorial settlements 
and the Canadas. 

Thus situated, it must be expected, in the present 
state of things, that the counsel and direction of 
your united wisdom will be necessary to preserve 
the harmony and peace of the body, as well as the 
cooperation of the traveling and local ministry, in 
carrying on the blessed work of reformation which 
the Lord has been pleased to effect through our in- 
strumentality. To deserve the confidence of the 
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local ministry and menaljerahip, as well as to retain 
confidence in ourselves and in each other, is un- 
doubtedly our duty. And if we consider that those 
who are to confide in ua are a collection from all 
clasaea and descriptions, and from all countries of 
which our nation is composed, scattered promiscu- 
ously over this vast continent — men who were 
originally of different educations, manners, habits, 
and opinions, we shall see the difficulty as well as 
the importance of this part of our charge. 

In order to enjoy the comforts of peace and 
union, we must "love one another." But this can- 
not abide where confidence does not exist; and 
purity of intention, manifested by proper actions, 
is the very foundation and support of confidence. 
Thus "united we 8tand"~each member is a sup- 
port to the body, and the body supports each mem- 
ber; but if confidence fail, love will grow cold, 
peace will be broken, and "divided we falh" It 
therefore becomes this body, which by its example 
is to direct the course of thousands of ministers 
and tens of thousands of members, to pay strict 
attention to the simplicity of gospel manners, and 
to do every thing as in the immediate presence of 
God. If we consider the nature of our business, 
our natural imperfections, and the history of the 
Church in all its attempts to reform the world, it is 
scarcely to be expected, in so large a body, that all 
will bo as strictly evangelical as they should he. 
But it is to be hoped that such failures will be pre- 
vented as far as possible, both by your action and 
your example. 
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Standing in the relation I do to jon and the Con- 
nection generally, I feel it a part of my dnty to 
enbmit to your consideration the appointment of 
the Genesee Conference. And perhaps it may be 
for the general good if in your wisdom you should 
think proper to take into consideration a division 
of the work in the western country, and a proper 
ai-rangement of the work in general; and the mag- 
nitude and extent of the work which the lord has 
graciously pleased to prosper in our hands, may 
make it proper for you to inquire if the work is snf- 
iciently under the oversight of the Superintend- 
ency, and to make such arrangements and provision 
as your wisdom may approve. I would also sug- 
gest the necessity of keeping in view not only the 
traveling, but the relation and situation also of our 
local brethren, and to pursue' that plan which may 
render the whole more useful. It may also be 
proper to bring into view any unfinished business 
of the last General Conference. Hitherto, as a 
body, we have been preserved by our well-digested 
system of Eules, which are as sinews to the body, 
and form the bond of union; but it is evident, both 
from experience and Scripture, that even good men 
may depart from first principles and from the best 
of rales: it may therefore be proper for yon to pay 
some attention to the adminiatration— to know the 
state both of the traveling and local ministry, as it 
relates to doctrine, discipline, and practice. 

Before I conclude, permit me, my dear brethren, 
to express a few thoughts concerning the view I 
take of the relation in which I stand to this body. 
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It is only by virtue of a delegated power from the 
General Conference that I hold the reiiia of govern- 
ment. I consider myself bound, by virtue of the 
same authority, to exercise discipline in perfect 
conformity with the Rules of our Church, to the 
best of my ability, I consider myaolf justly ac- 
countable, not for the system of government, but 
for my administration, and ought therefore to be 
ready to answer in General Conference for my past 
conduct, and be willing to receive information and 
advice to perfect future operations. I wish this 
body to exercise their rights in these respects. 

I take pleasure here in presenting my grateful 
acknowledgments for the high degree of confidence 
which my beloved brethren have placed in me, and 
espoeialiy for the able counsel and seasonable supr 
port afforded by many, which has, I believe, with 
the divine aid, preserved and supported me. 

Dear brethren, such are the effects of our high 
responsibility, connected with a conaciousneas of 
mj insufficiency, for so high a task, that I move 
with trembling. Tour eyes, and the eyes of the 
Lord, are upon me for good. "We shall rejoice to- 
gether to see the armies of our larael wisely con- 
ducted, carrying the triumphs of the Redeemer's 
kingdom to the ends of the earth; and the Lord 
will rejoice to "make his ministers a flame of fire." 
In you I have conMence, and on you I depend 
for such aid aa the wisdom of men can give; and 
above all, I trust in divine aidl Influenced by these 
considerations, with my situation in full view, I 
cannot entertain a thought of bearing such awful 
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responsibUity longer than I am persuaded ray ser- 
vices are useful to the Church of God, and feel a 
confidence of being aided by your counsel and sup- 
port, which is for you to give in any way or form 
you may see proper. And while I join with you, 
my dear brethren, in pure gospel simplicity, to 
commit and recommend ourselves and onr several 
charges to the special care of the great Head of the 
Church, I remain, with sentiments of love and con- 
fidence, your servant in the gospel of Christ, 

"Wm. McKendreb. 
New York, May 5, 1812. 

The following extract from memoranda of Bishop 
McKendree will show his wisdom in this matter: 
General Conference, Now York, 1812. 

The president (Bishop McEendree) invited a 
committee of the most respectable and influential 
merabere of that Conference as his council. In do- 
ing this, he designedly left out some who were sup- 
posed to be his confidential friends, and selected 
men of talents of difierent sentiments as to the 
polity of the Church. He stated to them his ne- 
cessity of counsel on such occasions; complained 
of a distant and reserved carriage toward him, 
which be thought was improper, and might be in- 
jurious; assured them be had no selfish ends, and 
then presented them with an instrument of writing 
which "he had prepared as an address to the Gen- 
eral Conference. And as it was a new thing among 
us, he asked them to consider it attentively, and give, 
him their opinion without reserve upon the pro- 
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priety of presenting it; and if they thought an ad- 
dress advisable, to examine it critically, and suggest 
such altei-ationa or additions as they might think 
proper. They examined it, and reported in favor 
of the address. The president was pleased with 
their freedom and delicacy in suggesting an amend- 
ment — he saw the propriety of doing ao, and it was 
altered on account of its having a particular bear- 
ing. "W". McK. 

Bishop Asbury had said at the opening of the 
Conference, "I hope very few rules will be made" 
— meaning thereby to discourage too much legis- 
lation. This was wisely said. The Church has 
much to fear from this c^uarter, and, unfortunately, 
has suffered greatly by over-legislating. Indeed, 
unnecessary interferences with individual rights 
have always been disastrous to the peace of both 
Church and State, If the ends of government are 
secured, the less government is felt the better. 
There are always, however, restless spirits in every 
large assembly, who are ready to lead the more 
timid into innovations upon established usages. 
And the Conferences of the Methodist Church have 
not proved an exception to this remark. Attempts 
had been made at every General Conference since 
1792, to change the mode of appointing the Pre- 
siding Elders. They had always been appointed by 
the Bishops, upon the principle that as the Bishops 
have the general superintendence of the work, and 
are held accountable, directly or indirectly, for the 
interpretation and administration of the Discipline 
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of the Church, they should have the power to se- 
lect those to whorQ, in their absence, this work is 
committed — thus associating them with the Bishops 
in the oversight of the Church. Those who sought 
to change this eystem wished to make the office of 
Presiding Elder elective by the Annual Confer- 
ences, and that those thua elected should constitute 
the Bishops' "Council" in the respective Confer- 
ences. Mr. O'Kelly had proposed the principle in- 
volved in this measure, in the resolution offered by 
him in 1792 — the rejection of which was the osten- 
sible cause of his secession from the Church. It 
was proposed in 1800 to make them elective, and 
was lost. This question was brought distinctly be- 
fore the General Conference of 1808, "while the 
constitution drafted by the committee was under 
consideration; and a motion having been made to 
lay the report of the committee upon the table, and 
by the question it was done; and the Presiding- 
elder question, as it was called, was taken up, ar- 
gued at great length and with much ability, and 
lost by a iargemajority. After this, the considera- 
tion of the constitution reported by the committee 
was resumed, and it was adopted." 

At the General Conference of 1812, the effort 
was renewed. Many strong and good men were 
its advocates. Among them were Jesse Lee, Asa 
Shinn, and Nicholas Snethen. Two days were 
consumed in its discussion, but the Conference 
refused to make the change. Bishops Asbury and 
McKendree were both decidedly opposed to the 
change. 
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The South and "West have always been conserva- 
tive upon this question. 

Its defeat at this General Conference quieted 
the agitation for a short period, only to be re- 
newed with increasing violence at each succeeding 
General • Conference until 1828, when, it is to be 
hoped, it was finally laid to rest. 

Another topic which excited much interest and 
no little controversy at this Conference, was the or- 
dination of local deacons to elder's orders. Some 
leading members of the Conference had always been 
opposed to the ordination of local preachers, yet 
the majority had conferred upon them eligibility to 
deacon's orders. Ifowthat it was proposed to grad- 
uate the deacons to elder's orders, the opposition 
was very strong. The strongest objection urged 
against the measure was, that in view of their rela- 
tion to worldly business, the Bishops could not con- 
sistently require, nor the candidate conscientiously 
give, the vow to devote himself " wholly to this one 
thing, (the pastoral ministry,) and draw all his cares 
and studies this way." That the duties of an elder, 
as set forth in the ordination formulary, contem- 
plated a real and active pastorate, and that to con- 
fer the office upon those who wore known at the 
very time to be debarred, both by law and their 
relation to secular matters, from fulfilling its duties, 
was not only inconsistent in itself, hut would tend 
to diminish the sense of responsibility in the travel- 
ing ministry who should be ordained under the 
same vows. On the other side, it was said that if 
they were called to the ministry, they ought to bo 
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able to perform all its functions ; and that as the 
Church had already conferred upon them the infe- 
rior office, and especially aa they might be more 
useful, and their services were muck needed, they should 
be admitted to the office. This view prevailed, 
and thenceforth the local deacons were eligible to 
elder'a orders after four years' probation, and upon 
theirrecoraiuendation by the Quarterly-meeting Con- 
ference certifying their qualifications and that their 
services are needed in the circuits where they reside. 
It was also then "provided that no slave-holder 
shall be eligible to the office of local elder in any 
State or Territory where the civil law will admit 
emancipation, or suffer the liberated slave to enjoy 
his freedom." 

As Bishop McKendree had, in hia address, called 
the attention of the General Conference to the 
Superintendency, the Committee which was ap- 
pointed on Episcopacy having taken into consider- 
ation the propriety of increasing the number of 
bishops, reported that it was not necessary; and the 
report was adopted. Thus were these three impor- 
tant questions settled ; and after a harmonious ses- 
sion of tweuty-two days, the Conference adjourned 
to meet in Baltimore^ May 1, 1816. 

" The Episcopal Committee " requested the Bish- 
ops in the General Conference of 1812 to give their 
opinions as to the propriety and necessity of elect- 
ing another bishop; and also as Bishop. Asbury had 
been invited by the British Conference to visit En- 
gland, the Episcopal Committee wished to know if 
be contemplated doing so. His reply to these ques- 
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tiona, m Iiis own hand-writing, waa given to tlie 
Committee, and by them to Bishop McKendree, as 
appears by the indorsement of S. Gr. Roszell. This 
was his answer ; 

New York, May 9, 1812. 
My Dear Brethren: — Whatever I may have 
thought or spoken in former times apon strength- 
ening the Episcopacy, I am not at liberty to say to 
you at this time, Do this, or that. I am bound in 
duty to serve the Connection with all my power of 
body and mind, as long and as largely as I can ; and, 
while I am persuaded that my services are needed 
and acceptable, to give up all thoughts of visits out 
of the American Continent, I feel myself indis- 
pensably bound to the Conference and ray colleague, 
never to leave theni nor forsake them upon the 
above conditions. F. Asbury. 

The General Conference over, Bishop McKendree 
resumed his toilsome work with the prospect before 
him of increasing labor and diminished assistance ; 
for Bishop Asbury was rapidly wearing himself 
down by incessant travel and anxiety. When 
Bishop McKendree first entered in 1808 upon the 
duties of iiis office. Bishop Asbury proposed they 
should both attend all the Conferences, and preside 
alternately. But after awhile, having witnessed 
the abihty of his colleague in the chair, he sel- 
dom undertook to conduct the public duties of 
his office in presiding over the deliberations of 
the Conferences, ' and confined himself generally 
to the task of stationing the preachers, assist- 
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ing in ordination, and occasional addresses to 
the preachers. Yet his presence and counsel 
were highly appreciated hy his colleague, and the 
preachers generally. But hts strength began to 
fail very rapidly, and he was often prostrated by 
fatigue and sickness. The year following the 
General Conference of 1812 found him at every 
Annual Conference, and for several years afterward 
he continued to drag himself along by the force of 
an almost indomitable will, trying to perform, as 
heretofore, the duties of an itinerant General Super- 
intendent ; and as nothing very unusual marked 
the history of this year's labor, it is not necessary 
to give the details of their travels. 

During the winter of 1811-12, the earthquakes 
occurred in the Western country. The whole Val- 
ley of the Mississippi was violently and frequently 
agitated, and the region of New Madrid, on the 
Mississippi River, seems to have been the center 
of subterranean convulsion. Fissures opened in the 
earth, lakes of considerable size and depth were 
formed by the sinking of the ground, all accom- 
panied by a rumbling sound and violent concus- 
sions. The effect upon the river itself was such 
that at Kew Madrid boats were wrenched from 
their moorings, and submerged by the agitation of 
the waves. Many lives were lost. This state of 
things continued to occur at irregular intervals for 
several months, until the whole country became 
alarmed. In many instances this excitement as- 
sumed a religious aspect, and a wide-spread and 
glorious revival extended through the greater part 
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of the Western work, iiiBonmoh that the two Con- 
ferences (Ohio and Tennessee) into which the West- 
ern Conference was divided hj the Genera] Confer- 
ence, reported, in the fall of :812, a net annual 
increase of more than fifty per cent. ; so that the 
Lord had not only "terribly shaken the earth, but 
had also mercifully shaken the hearts of the peo- 
ple." 

The declaration of war against Great Britain by 
onr government, June 18, 1812, and the excitement 
naturally growing out of it, had an unhappy effect 
upon the work generally, and especially at first in 
the Korthcrn andEastern sections of the country; 
and as this state of things continued until January' 
1815, the whole country became deeply excited with 
military ardor, and consequently less susceptible of 
religions impressions. The following letter from 
Br. Henry Wilkine, of Baltimore, an old and highly 
esteemed friend, to Bishop McKendree, may be in- 
teresting to the reader, not only because of the 
good sense and piety it exhibits, but also because 
of Its allusions to the attack of the British upon 
Baltimore, and the patriotism of our preachers and 



Baltimore, Aug. 11, 1813. 
BEAa Brother : — Your letter gave us great con- 
solation to find you are doing so well under so many 
disadvantages. Afliictions try both our faith and 
our feelings; though I do not see why they should 
try the former, for we ought not to ezpeot to be 
delivered by faith from the physical elements of the 
world ; for faith, though so powerful against moral 
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elements, has not acted against the phyaical, since 
the gospel was fully estabhshed in the days of our 
Saviour and his apostles. If unbeUef would rid ua 
of affliction, then our faith would be severely tried ; 
but I believe, and in this you will join me, that re- 
ligion is best both for soul and body. Since you 
were here, I have had a full share of bodily infirmi- 
ties. 

The British are now in sight : a score of ships-of- 
war fill up the bay from hence to Annapolis. Kent 
Island is in their possession; the little city is in 
danger. "We are strong: one hundred and fifty 
pieces of cannon environ our eity — part movable. 
"We have about eight hundred cavalry, forty-five 
hundred infantry — two thousand expected from the 
country ; a thousand Hegnlare at Annapolis, who 
will march if wanted. I hope with this force no 
blood will be shed— the British troops being about 
four thousand altogether. 

All parties are wishing the British to be expelled. 
There is no political division in our Church, though 
great coldness, and few conversions. Our ministers 
are liked very well. You do bettor than the mar- 
ket people : they generally couple a fat and a lean 
one. Tou have given us three smart ones out of 
four. The fourth, though of pleasing, easy man- 
ners, does not show industry in reading : perhaps a 
defective eye may give him pain, but without much 
reading the city will soon swallow the few ideas a 
man has of his own. 

I send you some books, and the love of all our 
family. I trust we are seeking after irve riches, and 
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gain some. As to this world, while the war lasts I 
must purchase stock in the Bank of Contentment, 
which I believe ia quite as good as gold, Now 
what shall I say but bid you go on in- tiie glorious 
path you have set out in, and may your last days be 
your best days, and eternal glory be your reward ! 
Your friend, Henry Wilkins. 

A characteristic letter from the venerable and 
devoted JFreehorn Garrettaon was received by the 
Bishop at the Genesee Conference. It is as fol- 
lows: 

Rhinebeek, June 29, 1813. 
My vbet deak Brother : — I thought duty called 
me to go down to Kew York immediately after Con- 
ference, and direct in fixing matters. [Mr. Garrett- 
son was then Presiding Elder of New York Dis- 
trict.] I was sorry to find an unwillingness to re- 
ceive Brother "W. in Jamaica Circuit, and took the 
liberty to agree that he and Brother Lyon should 
change. I stayed a week in the city, and stepped 
down to Maryland; sent a messenger round, and 
preached in various places, and had the pleasure of 
seeing and visiting many of myfriends. I also had 
the mortification of seeing the savage-like depreda- 
tions in Havre de Grace — I may call it the native 
place of my ancestors. [This place was burnt by 
the British under Admiral Cockburn in 1813.] I 
thought it a good time to give them a faithful warn- 
ing, but how my heart did bleed to see so many 
of them living in fullness, and unconcerned about 
their eternal welfare. 
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I have traveled about eeveii hundred milca 
since our Conference, (May 20,) and preached 
to thousands with pleasure and freedom. I must 
hegin to preach as if every sermon were my 
last. In fact, I view myself as a totteriug monu- 
ment of mercy on the brink of eternity. As my 
dear Father Asbury observed, I have gone in the 
better, though not the best way, the whole of my life. 
I have nothing to depend on for salvation but an 
interest in the meritorious righteousness of Christ. 
In him I have salvation. I spent one Sabbath in 
Philadelphia. They are fond of Emory in the 
Academy, I could have wept when I found the 
names of Cooper and Sai'gent like to drop from our 
Conference-records. It would have given us pleas- 
ure to have had you and Bishop Aabury at our 
house. Pray for me. If I cannot follow foot by 
foot, I will try to keep hard by, and hope to have 
some humble place in our Heavenly Father's king- 
dom. I profess to love both Church and State ; 
and if I knew I had a little finger to raise against 
the order or union of either, I would cut it off. 
God bless you, my dear friend ! I feel union with 
your spirit. Tours affectionately, 

T". Garrbttson. 

"We find the following letter in the Life of Bishop 
Emory, written by Bishop McKendree in reply to 
a note Mr. Emory had addressed him at the close 
of the Philadelphia Conference, 1812, Mr. Emory 
was then a young preacher, and the letter is alike 
honorable to the writer and receiver : 
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Wednesday Morning, April 29, 1812. 
Dear Brother : — It is no small gratification to 
find you must take an affectionate leave of me, if it 
is by note. Your apology for not seeing me more 
than supplied the visit, because it was an act of 
favor. [The Bishop wae quite eiek, and not able to 
bear company.] Indeed I vras weak, and though 
much better, I am far from strong now, for I trem- 
ble, and have to rest while about this letter. 

You ask a place in my prayers. iJ that is a favor, 
you have possessed it ever since I saw you first. 
" God forbid I should sin against the Lord in ceas- 
ing to pray for you." Dear Johnny, permit me to 
tell you that you possess a full proportion of my 
confidence and affection. I shall not forget the ten- 
derness and respect, as of a son to a father, with 
which you treated me ; nor the Christian meekness 
and deep humility depicted in your manners — graces 
which I hope you will never forfeit your title to. 
Jesus was meek and lowly of heart. There was an 
expression in your countenance that attracted my 
attention, but afforded no satisfactory solution. 
Have you injured or impaired your constitution by 
ministerial exertions? or has the climate of afBic- 
tion reduced you? or are you subject to excessive 
fasting ? Useful fasting is so shamefully neglected, 
that a check on that subject should be ministered 
and received with caution. But extremes are dan- 
gerous. Your friend and brother, 

"W". McKbndrbe. 

Bishop McKendree attended the New York Con- 
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ferenee at Albany, June 4, 1812 ; the New England 
Conference at Lynn, Masaachusetts, Juno 20th ; the 
Genesee Conference at Lyons Town, July 23d; 
various camp-meetings in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Ken- 
tucky, and Tennessee; the Tennessee Conference at 
Fountain Head, Nov. 10th; the South Carolina Con- 
ference at Charleston, Dec. 19th ; the Virginia Con- 
ference at Newbern, North Carolina, Feb. 10, 1813 ; 
the Baltimore Conference in Baltimore, March 
24th: and the Philadelphia Conference in Phila- 
delphia, April 24, 1813. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



Diffionlties and comforta— New York Conference — New BDgland 
Conference changed on account of war — Tendency of Belling 
pewB— Geneaee Conference— Oliio ~ Stoubenviile— Ten nessee 
Conference — Cannot attend Louisiana Conference— T. L. Doug- 
lass — Bishops Asburj and McKendree on slayery — Blackman'a 
position on the subject— He goes as chaplain to volunteers at 
the call of General Jackson- Win. Burke's letter— South Caro- 
lina and Virginia Conferences — " Official decisions" — Buxton— 
New York Conference— Bishop Ashurj's opinion of Bishop 
MoKendree's sermon- Joshna Marsden in United States— He 
applies for employ raent^Resigus it— Why ?— Bishop Aahury's 
condition— nia Will— Whj he expeoted to liye long— Painful 
round of Conferences in 1814— Bishop MoKendree's fall- 
Wounding hip and rihs- Tenneaaeo Conference held at camp- 
meeting in Logan eountj, Kentucky — Neither of the Bishops 
can be at the Mississippi Conference— Genesee Conference- 
Tornado— Gets to Cincinnati — South Carolina— Virginian-Mar j- 
land- Pennaylvania- Aahury preaches — Found Dr. Coke at 
Albany, Now York — Ohio Conference at Meohaniosburg- 
" Long earnest talk"— Biahop Asbury crosses Alleghany sisty- 
two times — Both Bishops attend the Tennessee Conference^ 
Separated never to meet again on earth— MoKen dree at South 
Carolina Conference— Asbury within thirty railes— Very feeble 

— Hammet's people return — Virginia Conference at Raleigh 

Bishop McKendree's father dies — Baltimore Conference 

Bishop Asbtfry absent, and preaches his last sermon in 
Richmond, Virginia— His death— Bond's letters Jnolosing As- 
bury's views and last letter to McKendrefr— Hia person and 
character. 
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The years 1813, 1814, and 1815 were spent, like 
tlie previous five years of bis life, in almost constant 
travel, or in holding Conferences. He is forced to 
exclaim: "No rest; but little chance to read; 
always having company, and few opportunities of 
reflection, except on horseback!" But he found 
this state of things aa unfriendly to piety as to peace 
and quietude. Hard rides, promiacuoua crowds at 
taverns, a diseased body, and constant anxiety of 
mind in view of his responsible position, chafed and 
worried him ; yet conscious of his own honesty and 
purity of purpose, he strove to know his duty, and 
to do it without murmuring. Communion with 
God and the esteem of the Church were sources of 
comfort to his heart during many an hour of trial 
and sorrow. If hie labors and afflictions abounded, 
so did bis comforts. He that surrenders his own 
will to God, will be satisfied to do or suffer as God 
wills. Happy are they to whom faith gives the 
victory over sin and self. The longest life is soon 
over, and in its best condition is still a battle ; and 
not ho who suffers least, but he who most bravely 
and wisely fights that battle at whatever sacrifice, is 
the greatest victor. 

Bishop McKendree presided at the New York 
Conference held in Amenia, May 20, 1813, where 
some difficulties among the preachers were amica- 
bly adjusted through his prudent and conciliatory 
manner of conducting the matter, and by the co- 
operation of Freeborn Garrettson, Daniel Hitt, and 
L. Clark. "Blessed are the peace-makers." 

" The New England Conference for this year was 
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appointed- to be held at New London, "but an appre- 
hended attack upon the place by a Britiah squadron, 
caused it to be removed to Colchester,* thirteen 
miles distant. It comraeaced June 31st. The 
business of Conference was done with great dis- 
patch— sittiag eight houra a day— and concluded on 
the fourth day." He adds : "It is feared that our 
preachers and congregations in this part of our work 
will drop off like untimely fruit. ' They build meet- 
ing-housea upon congregational principles, and the 
preachers, wken they locate, have the art of deriv- 
ing the benefit. It is reported that they are giving 
in to the plan of building very expensive and orna- 
mental houses ; selling pews, so that it is made dif- 
ficult for the poor to hear the gospel; and fixing 
the government io the hands of such as may 
become owners of pews;, so that our itinerant 
preachers, as well as the poor, may be excluded 
when men of the world may choose to do ao. Are 
these things so ? In part, if not in whole. Has not 
this course a tendency to injure the progress of 
experimental religion, and destroy the itinerant 
plan? It has." 

The Bishops traveled in company to the Genesee 
Conference at "Westmoreland, July 9, 1813, and the 
tour was rendered more than ordinarily pleasant by 
the "remarkably social and familiar manner of 



* Bishop Hcdding says it -n-aa Salem. (Sea hia Lift, p. 229.) 
Bishop Aabury, in his Journal, saja Colchester. Bishop MeKon- 
dree, in his Diary, says, " The Conftrenoe was moved io Brother 
Morgan's, in Oolch ester." 
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Bishop Astury." !N"othing umisual occurring at 
this Conference, they resumed their long journey 
westward. Bishop McKendree says : " From this 
Conference Bishop Asbury traveled more than a 
week with me on my appointments. Ilis mind was 
greatly taken up with his contemplated Natchez 
Conference. Ho seems determined to go to it, and 
is much engaged in planning for his journey." 

After holding the Ohio Conference at Steuben- 
ville, Sept. 1, 1813, Bishop McKendree pushed on 
to Tennessee, in order to spend his sparo time with 
his aged father, who had removed from Virginia 
and settled in Sumner county, Tonnesaee. The 
Conference was held at Reese's Chapel, in William- 
son county, Tennessee, Get. 1st, and was a camp- 
meeting Conference. Both of the Bishops were 
present. 

The propriety of forming a new Conference in 
the Mississippi Territory, which had heretofore 
been included in the Tennessee Conference, had 
been submitted by the Bishops to the previous ses- 
sion of this Conference, and having been approved, 
Bishop Asbury had appointed a session to be held 
there. It had been his intention to visit it in the 
interval between the Tennessee and South Carolina 
Conferences. The appointment was not inserted in 
the General Minutes, and Bishop McKendree had 
doubted the expediency of setting it off under ex- 
isting circumstances. But it was a favorite notion 
with Bishop Asbury, and, as we have already seen, 
he had been laying his plans to accomplish it. 
When, therefore, the Tennessee Conference opened, 
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they were reminded of their advice given to the 
Bishops the preceding year, and Bishop MeKendree 
announced his readiness to go and hold the Confer- 
ence, if lie could obtain company for himself, and 
help for the new Conference. Bishop Ashury, 
though still extremely anxious to visit that section 
of the work, confessed that in view of his health, 
the distance, and his apprehension that he might 
not only fail to reach it, but put it out of his power 
to get to the South Carolina Conference also, ho 
felt obliged to decline the attempt ; and the Con- 
ference dissuaded Bishop MeKendree from going, 
by a resolution " that it was imprudent to venture 
in the present state of Indian hostilities." 

At this Conference, the name of Thomas Logan 
Douglass, a transfer from the Virginia Conference, 
first appeared at the Tennessee Conference. He 
was a native of Pei-son county, North Carolina; had 
filled some of the most important appointments in 
the Virginia Conference; was an estimable gentle- 
man, a very fine preacher, and a most popular and 
useful Presiding Elder.* 

"Thoniaa L. Douglass waa of low stature, rotuud, auA inclined 
to oorpTilency. He wae naturally amiable and retiring in his 
manners. He Iiad been Presiding Elder seyoral years, a member 
of the General Conference of 1812, and was greatly admired for his 
eloquence in the oity of New York during the session. In pri- 
vate, hie deportment was snoh as to gain the esteem of his asso- 
ciates ; in the pulpit, lie wag charming. His voice was remark- 
able for melody and compass, and was perfectly under his con- 
trol. He was an excellent divine, had studied the economy of the 
Church very thoroughly, and was strong in his attachments to the 
old Methodistic polity. He loved the Church, and the Bishops 
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Two subjects gave the Bishops much trouble at 
this Conference — slavery and the war. The Con- 
ference was stringent in the application of their 
rules against buying or selling slaves. Several 
local preachers had been arrested and tried : in 
most iEBtanees the Quarterly-meeting Conferences 
had refused to punish them. In one ease, how- 
ever, a local preacher was suspended, and appealed 
to the Annual Conference. Learner Blackman, his 
Presiding Elder, defended him. He denied that 
the general rule applied to the case ; urged the in- 
consistency of receiving and retaining members in 
the Church who owned ihem, and of expelling 
those who bought them ; said that the purchaser 
had made the condition of the slave much better, 
and may have been influenced by the most humane 
feehngs, such as getting husbands and wives, or 
parents and children, together; that the Quarterly 
Conferences in the Nashville District had, in other 
cases, refused to enforce the construction put upon 
the law by the Conference, believing that it is no 
more a sin for preachers than for members to have 
them. He declared that great harm had already 
been done by this officious intermeddling with legal 
and private rights; and finally, that, as he could see 
no moral wrong in it, provided the slave be treated 
humanely, he could not and would not conform, to 
their views of the rule. Bishop Anbury said 

loved and leaned upon tim. No miin has done more for Method- 
ism in the Tennessee Conference than Mr. Douglass. The writer 
loved and revered him as a father ; and he knows that Bishops 
Ashury and MoKcndree held him in the highest estimation. 
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nothing. Bishop McKendree, being in the chair, 
reminded him that he ought to keep the rule or 
change it. The Conference affirmed the decision 
of the Quai-terly-meeting Conference. It is due, 
however, to the body to aay, that there was a strong 
minority opposed to such a course. 

The war was then raging between our country 
and England. The Indians on the borders were 
committing horrid craeltics; and our private mem- 
bers, and many of our local preachers, fired by 
patriotism and a just sense of duty to their country, 
rushed, as volunteers, to the scenes of war. A 
requisition having been made in Tennessee for 
volunteers to protect Louisiana, General Jackson 
soon called out a large body; and shortly after the 
close of the Conference, Learner Blackman, having 
been invited and commissioned by the General to 
go with him as chaplain, left his District, and most 
faithfully and acceptably labored, as a minister of 
God, in this new and trying position. They went 
in flat-boats, and his habit was to go from boat to 
boat and preach to the soldiers and visit the sick. 
The trip was a long one, and they were disbanded 
upon their arrival at Katchez, whence Brother 
Blackman returned forthwith to Tennessee, and 
resumed the duties of his District. This propensity 
among the traveling preachers to quit their regular 
work and enter the army, gave the Bishops much 
trouble, believing that the regular ministration of 
the gospel ia their proper employment, and that 
if this should he neglected, the cause of God must 
suffer seriously. In their opinion, both patriotism 
vol,. I.— 13 
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and religion required the traveling ministry to ad- 
here to their appropriate work. 

The following letter from an early pioneer 
preacher in the West, worn down by labor, possesaea 
a melancholy interest It was written to the Ohio 
Conference through Bishop McKendree : 

, Cincinnati, Aug. 24, 1813. 

Dear Bkothbr ; — I have served in the traveling 
connection two and twenty years, and, in my weak 
and feeble way, have devoted my whole time and 
what few talents I have had to the service of the 
Church. I have filled some of the hardest and 
most dangerous stations on the frontiers of Vir- 
ginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee. I have missed at- 
tending but two Annual Conferences — the first at 
Ebenezer, Tennessee, 1801, and the present, 1813. I 
have served in four General Conferences, and caa 
appeal to Him that soareheth all hearts, that, to the 
best of my knowledge, I have acted from pure 
motives, and with no other design than to promote 
the cause of God and Methodism, which I have 
always regarded as identical. I can appeal to my 
brethren, among whom I have labored, and to my 
traveling brethren, who have been associated with 
me, that I have not idled away my time in visiting 
either fi'iends or relatives. I have visited my 
parents but once, and was then only three weeks 
with them. In the seventeen years I have been 
married, I have never taken time to go with my 
wife to visit her friends and relatives. I have spent 
neither time nor money in aer[Liiring property, hav- 
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ing always considered it beneati the dignity of the 
office I waa called to fill, aud eoutrai-y to the rules 
and regulations of the traveling ministry. As to 
this world's goods, I have comparatively nothing. 
I am still free from every encumberancc of a worldly 
nature. During the time I have labored with you, 
I have conscientiously devoted my whole time to 
the work, and have avoided every needless expense. 
I have reason to bless God that I am what I am— it 
is of his unmerited grace. I lovo God, his people, 
and his cause. 

I have labored for several years under great af- 
fliction of mind. Several times I have determined 
to ask for a location. I am not well. Upon the 
slightest change of weather I am greatly afflicted 
with a complaint of my thorax, ao that sometimes 
I almost lose my speech. Through the summer I 
have thought of locating, but my friends, and my 
wife especially, discourage this. Something, too, 
within me forbids it when I think of retiring from 
the work which I love as I do ray life. If my 
brethren can give me a supernumerary relation, I 
shall consider myself under obligations to them; 
but if not, please grant me a location. 

May the God of all grace preside over your 
councils ! Tour brother, ^Y. Burkb. 

In a private note to Bishop McKendree, he insists 
that a stationed preacher should be sent to Cincin- 
nati the next year; that it must not be put back in 
the circuit ; says they have seven classes and two 
hundred members; paid his allowance the past year 



,1 Google 



M% LIFE AND TIMES Off 

without his having said aword to them about it, and 
suggests that Brother Lambdin would suit tho peo- 
ple very well. He concludes : "And now, my dear 
brother, perhaps I may see you no more. When 
you left this Oonference, I lost a valued friend — 
such a one, perhaps, I shall never find again; but 
friendship shall live beyond the grave." 

These old friends and fellow-laborers have doubt- 
less met, and feel no regrets at having toiled long 
and suffered much in their Master's vineyard. Now 
their rest and reward are eternal. 

At the South Carolina Conference, in Charleston, 
Dec. 23, 1812, he says: "The Conference kindly in- 
vited me to take one of their body to travel with 
me at their expense." The generous offer was grate- 
ftilly accepted, and James Ilforton was recommended 
and chosen ; and having traveled with the Bishops 
twelve months, returned with them to the ensuing 
, Conference. 

At the Virginia Conference, the Bishops were by 
vote requested to give an official decision of the 
question, "Whether a Presiding Elder could law- 
fully preside over a committee sitting upon the ti'ial 
of a local preacher." His reply was, "He can, and 
sometimes he ought to do so ;" but intimated that it 
is usually best not to do so. Bishop Aebury, not 
being in the chair, but present, said nothing. The 
Conference did not demur. 

Here, too, "Brother Buxton having objected to 
the recommendations of certain local preachers for 
ordination, because the Quarterly Conference which 
presented them was composed of very few mem- 
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berB, and having moved that the Conference de- 
termine what proportion of the official members of 
a circuit shall eonstitute a Conference," the presi- 
dent decided the motion to he out of order, be- 
cause it would operate against the rule of the Gen- 
eral Conference. 

At the New York Conference for 1813, Bishop 
Aabury's Journal says : 

"Sunday, 23d.— Bishop MeKendree preached. It 
appeared to me as if a ray of divine glory rested on 
him. His subject was, ' Great peace have they that 
love thy law, and nothing shall offend them.' The 
appearance, manner, and preaching of Brother Mc- 
Eendreo produced a powerful effect on Joshua 
Marsden, a British missionary, who has been present 
at our Conference." 

The name of Mr. Marsden, since so generally and 
favorably known as a distinguished and useful 
■Wesleyan minister in England, recalls the follow- 
ing facta. This excellent man had been laboring 
in Bermuda, West Indies, as a missionary for some 
years. Having obtained leave to return to Eng- 
land, his wife and family had come to. New York 
to visit her parents, and await his arrival; hut hav- 
ing been detained longer than he expected, when 
he reached the United States the embargo law was 
in force — the war spirit was very rife, and he could 
not conveniently or safely get back home. Under 
these circumstances, he attended the New York 
Conference, and, as appears from his letters, now 
befoi'e the writer, applied to the Bishops for em- 
ployment while ho should be detained here. The 
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! complied with his request; hut he wae so 
harassed and persecuted by political and ecclesiasti- 
cal zealots, that he felt it his duty to resign the work 
temporarily assigned him. His letter to the Bishops 
evinced his intelligence, prudence, and piety. 

"No cure for old age" was verified in the case of 
Bishop Aebury. If indomitable zeal, courage, will, 
the utmost temperance, and kindest attention of 
physicians and friends, could have preserved his 
energies, he would have defied decline. But he 
was now approaching his seventieth year, and the 
long battle of life was nearly over. If he had gone 
by short and easy stages to the more accessible 
Conferences, rested when weary and worn down by 
travel and disease, and been contented to suffer his 
younger colleague to hold the more distant Con- 
ferences alone, ho might, by divine blessing, have 
lingered a few more yeai's. Hosts of friends opened 
their doors to him, and urged him to rest himself 
and recover his declining health. Eheumatism at- 
tacked his feet and limbs. For many weeks, and in 
midwinter, too, he could not wear a shoe. Some- 
times he had to resort to crutches; was frequently 
unable to get into his humble carriage without 
help; and often had to preach in a sitting posture. 
The pains in his jaws and face were sometimes ex- 
cruciating; his viscera were disordered; he lost 
weight constantly; his extremities were swollen; 
and his skin was so shriveled, and his face so pallid, 
that when his eyes were closed he looked like a 
corpse. And yet ho scorned to rest. After a few 
hours of fitful sleep he would be up ; and the early 
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dawn of a cold, blustering, wintry morning would 
find him on his way to a distant Conference. If 
roots and ruts, rocks and mud-holea, wero too severe 
upon him, and he had to groan, ^'My hones, my 
bones!" his faithful nurse would place liim on 
horseback until he could endure the fatigue of that 
mode of traveling no longer. Then, after a little 
rest at the first house on the roadside— always clos- 
ing the interview with prayer and exhortation— he 
would resume his route. He felt that he cnigU to 
be at every Conference. And duty was law with 
him. He was a soldier, acting under orders from a 
Captain who never spared himself; and how could 
the faithful soldier take repose on a battle-field, 
where prizes more precious than diadems were to be 
won or lost ? Tlie Church, the -preachers, and the souls 
of the people— these were the thoughts that nerved 
him to go. It was vain to reason with him. Christ 
had called and chosen him to be a soldier, and his 
" heart, and mind, and strength " he had long since 
consecrated to him. 

That there was nothing of wild enthusiasm in the 
mind of Bishop^-Aabury, but a fervid, intelligent, 
and apostolic zeal, like that which actuated apostles 
and martyrs, is evident. His Journal shows that he 
was fully aware of his condition. Hence, with char- 
acteristic brevity and dieinterestedness, he says, in 
June, 1813: "I have made my "will, appointing 
Bishop McKendree, Daniel Hitt, and Henry Boehm, 
my executors. If I do not in the meantime spend 
it, I shall leave, when I die, an estate of two thou- 
sand dollars, I believe. I give it all to the Book Con- 
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cem. This money, and somewhat more, I have 
inherited from dear departed Methodist friendB in 
the Btate of Maryland who died childless, besides 
some tegaeies wUch I have never taken. Let all return 
and eontinue to aid the cause of piety." 

In August, he adds: "I addressed a •mkdiclory' 
statement of my opinions to Bishop McKendree, on 
the primitive Church -government and ordmatron. 
I shall leave it with my papers." The writer having 
found this very interesting document among the 



papers of Bishop McKendree, takes great j 
in giving it publication. It seems to have been 
prepared with great care, and was left ready for the 
press. That it may not bo divided, it is reserved 
for the next chapter. 

Many years ago, the writer heard Thomas L. 
Douglass say that he was much impressed by the 
remark of Bishop Asbury, that "he expected to 
live to be an old man, because the divine promise 
to them who harm- theit father and mother, applied to 
him." And the evidence is before the writer, that 
bo was in the habit of remitting annually to his wid- 
owed mother, in England, while she lived, all he could 
possibly spare. Surely "he inherited the promise. 

The next round of Conference visitation was an 
unusually painful one to both the Bishops— to Bishop 
Asbury, on account of his increasing infirmities ; 
and to Bishop McKendree, because of a fall from 
his horse, which " severely wounded him m hi» hip 
and ribs." • This fall prevented him from presiding 

•BLhop McKo.drrf. Joarn.l .ta" th,t 1.. attorM to 
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at the Ohio Conference, and Bishop Aabury, al- 
though present, was too feeble to attempt it. N"or 
did Bishop McKendree recover entirely from the 
effects of this accident for several months ; for at 
the Tennessee Conference, held at a camp-meeting 
in Logan county, Kentucky, in 1814, Bishop Asbury- 
says: "The injury received by Bishop McKendree 
was so great that it is yet doubtful whether he will 
BO far recover as to be present at the South Carolina 
Conference." Bishop Asbury felt constrained to 
give up the attempt to visit the Mississippi Confer- 
ence, lest neither of them should reach the South 
Carolina Conference. 
"Onward!" however, was the watchword of these 
. holy and laborious men. The horrors of an Indian 
Aatiiry was absent, on account of illness — that, in passing from 
Genoa, New York, to Ohio, on the 29th of July, his "hoi-se 
started suddenly, and threw him with great violence among the 
rocks, so that his right hip and aide suffered considerable in- 
jury. That no hones were broken, is wonderful," He adds:, 
"ZQih. — I was taken in a wagon and carried twelve miles, to my 
good friend Themas Weston's. But the roads were rough, and 
I suffered much." Then follows an account of five deliliorate at- 
tempts to draw blood from him — failing, finally, owing to the 
dullness of the old lancet. After confinement to his bed for sev- 
eral days, then using crutches awhile, he attempted to go forward 
on his journey ; but, after accomplishing one-fourth of a mile, he 
was glad to return. The people, however, came to his place of 
confinemenfi and he preached and held class -meeting. After 
nearly a month's detention, he started to overtake his appoint- 

August 25. — He gives an account of a tornado, which overtook 
him on the Alleghany Mountains, when limbs and trees fell all 
around him. Pushing forward, he got to Cincinnati abont the 
time the Conference adjourned. 
13* 
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war induced them to avoid the Indian Kation by a 
circuitous route — through the upper part of I^orth 
Carolina into South Carohna, into Georgia, thence 
to Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and New Jer- 
sey — to the Kew York Conference, at Albany, May, 
1816, where Bishop Asbury preached the funeral- 
sermon of Dr. Coke. He says of himself: " Poor, 
wheezing, groaning, coughing ^Francis visited the 
Conference chamhcr on Tuesday and Thursday." 
At the New England Conference, June 1st: "At 
Unity poor Francis was shut up alone, as at Al- 
bany."* From New Hampshire, back he travels 
through New York, Pennsylvania — tried to preach 
at Little York, but wanted strength — thence again 
across the mountains into Ohio, turning aside to 
attend a camp-meeting at Mechaniesburg ; thence 
to the Ohio Conference, at Lebanon, September 14, 
1815. 

About this period, that " long and earnest talk " 
occurred between our two Bishops, "about the 
affairs of the Church, andthe future prospects," etc.: 
" the western part would be the glory of America — 
would have five Conferences,"' etc. Yes, venerable 
men, in less than half a century from that date, it 
will have more than ten times five Conferences ! The 
Southern division has now thirty Conferences, and 
it is presumed the Northern has as many, or morej 
and "still they come." At the conclusion of that 
talk. Bishop Asbui-y said to his colleague, that, 
" having passed hie seventieth year, he found himself 

* See Bisiop Asburj'a letter, June 10, 1815, 
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unable to keep up with the Conferences." A moat 
reluetant admUsioii. Still on he went, through 
Kentucky, to the Tennessee Conference, at Beth- 
lehem, "Wilson county, Oct. 20, 1815. Here he 
preached, but says : "My eyes fail: I will resign the 
staUons to Bishop McKendree." Heretofore, if he 
did little else at Conference, he always attended to 
stationing the preachers. He knew them all, and 
knew their fields of labor; and they had the high- 
est confidence in his impartiality and skill in adapt- 
ing the workmen to the work. But now he resigns 
this almost last eflbrt at active usefulness. He was 
now exceedingly emaciated. Consumption seemed 
to have united with asthma, rheumatism, and gravel, 
to hasten his exit. Yet the brave old pilgrim mast 
needs follow up the Conferences, and crossed the 
AUeghanies, about the sixty-second time, to reach 
the South Carolina Conference. Bishop McKen- 
dreo's Journal states : 

"Bishop Asbuiy attended the Tennessee Con- 
ference in the fall of 1815, which was the last time 
I was blessed with his personal presence. Here 
we parted, in hope of meeting again at the South 
Carolina Conference, in Charleston. For the ad- 
vantage of accommodations and a better road, 
he went by Knoxville, '^and I went through the 
Cherokee Ifation. Bishop Asbury came within 
thirty or forty miles, but could not reach the Con- 
ference, on account of affliction. Here all the re- 
maining members of Mr. Haramet'a church, con- 
sisting of a few whites and a considerable number 
of colored people, returned to our Church— a thing 
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much desired bj Mr. Asbnry, particularly on account 
of the colored people, to whom he had acted as a 
father for several years. 

" The Conference kept up a daily communication 
with Mr. Asbnry, and he rejoiced at the success of 
his long-continued kindness to those solitary and 
afflicted people. 

"At the close of the Conference he was better, 
and, as my arrangements did not permit me to visit 
him, I pursued my appointments, hoping to see him 
at the Virginia Conference; but in this I was sadly 
disappointed, and learned, by the result, that our 
interview at the Tennessee Conference closed our 
joint labors and earthly associations. 

" Previously to the Tennessee Conference, Bishop 
Asbury was with me, at my father's, in the Foun- 
tain Head settlement, "While we were there; my 
father took his bed, complaining of nothing but ex- 
treme debility. In this situation he remained about 
two weeks, and died in peace. 

"1 arrived at Ealcigh, Horth Carolina, in time for 
the Virginia Conference, much exhausted by travel- 
ing and preaching. Here I received an acionnt of 
the death of my father, and that Bishop Asbury's 
state of health would not admit of his getting to 
Conference. In addition to these afflictions, the 
work of an important Conference devolved on me 
alone; but I was graciously sustained, and much 
assisted, by an affectionate and very kind body of 
preachers. The Conference over, I pursued my 
appointments, still hoping to meet with Bishop As- 
bury at the Baltimore Conference. 
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" The preachers met at the appointed time, and 
underatood the Bishop's health was very bad. My 
health was delicate, but I was mercifully supported. 
The preachers felt for me, and rendered me all the 
aid they could. Theirsympathy wasacomforttome." 

The following letter from John Wesley Bond, the 
beloved and faithful traveling companion of Bishop 
Asbury, inclosing one from Bishop Asbury to Bishop 
McKendree— perhaps the last he ever wrote— will 
be read mtli interest, because it evinces the ruling 
passion of the dying Bishop, his love of souls, and 
anxiety for the Church. It was written about a 
month before his death, while he was trying, "in 
age and feebleness extreme," to reach the General 
Conference at Baltimore. In the midst of his deep 
and eomplieated aflictions, althongh so utterly worn 
down that he alone thought he could travel, and his 
best friends thought each day's short journey must 
be his last, this heroic man still struggled forward, 
and with characteristic disinterestedness employs 
his thoughts about preachers, and missions, and the 
General Conference. Ilfoble old man ! a martyr's 
zeal and reward are thine. 

At Brother William Wililams, 18 miles frooi 
Louislwrg, N. C, Feb. 20, 1816. 
Bishop MoKbndreb — Dmr Brother : — Ifot know- 
ing where a letter would overtake yon, short of 
Georgetown, I have deferred writing until now, that 
my letter may give you the latest intelligence. 

It would be a great gratification to me if we 
could get on to the Baltimore Conference ; never- 
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I, I have constantly opposed making the at- 
tempt, well knowing that Father Aabury'a health 
would not admit of it. He is a little better than 
when I wrote last, hut still very feeble. Last Sab- 
bath, for the first time thia year, ho spoke to the 
society at Brother King's, in Kaleigh. He spoke 
for some time, and with more strength than I ex- 
pected. Brother Hinds's Quarterly- meeting com- 
menced in Ealeigh on Saturday last. Brother Hynes 
attended, but, having the fever and ague, was un- 
able to preach. M'otwithstaiiding my frequent loss 
of sleep, my health is nearly as usual, for which I 
cannot be sufficiently thankful. 

Respecting my next year's appointment, I need 
say nothing more than this : if I am judged worthy, 
I am still willing to take my present, or any other 
work, which may be thought best. As to my pecu- 
niary demands upon Conference, I have none : 
Father Asbury has insisted on hearing these him- 
self. My expenses he has borne hitherto ; and he 
has paid my quarterage for the first three quarters 
— the other he will pay when due. 

Your aff'eetionate, though younger and unworthy, 
brother in the gospel, ' J. W. Bokd. 

At Brother Matthew Myrick'a, 
Brunswick county, Va., March 4, 1816. 
P. S. Not having had an opportunity of sending 
my letter hefore now, I open it to inform you, that, 
respecting the missions,* Father Asbury finds his 

* Referring, we suppose, to the German population, to whom. 
Bishop AB^nry wished missionaries should bo sent. ' 
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heart much set on them. He saya he will hazard an 
opinion, that you may find in the Schuylkill District 
alone not less than one hundred vacant or broken 
congregations, and that the ministers they have, 
whether regular or irregular, he beheves, are just 
such as the devil would have them to be. The ob- 
ject, then, is sufficient to claim attention : the main 
object is to get men.' He thinks Brothers I'olks, 
Pechbye, and Swarwalder, ought to volunteer; but 
if we cannot get missionaries in the traveling con- 
nection, we must get them out of the local. The 
work is important, the expense considerable : it will 
not do to be taken up and put down lightly. The 
printing of so many Hymn-boqks and Disciplines, 
together with the support of so many missionaries, 
will require a fund of four or five thousand dollars ; 
but this will be but like lending it to the missions, 
for when societies are formed, they will pay it back. 
In the meantime they must be supported at the 
outset. lie wishes the missionaries to make collec- 
tions, and try to get a living where they labor— al- 
ways accountable, as every traveling preacher is, to 
his Presiding Elder and the Conference for what he 
receives. AH the preachers he desires to exert 
themselves to make collections for the missionaries; 
and he thinks the miie-subscripHon, properly attended 
to, will be competent to make up all missionary 
deficiencies. He wants the Conference to say what 
they shall be allowed for quarterage and board. Ho 
suggests about $260 to the married, and $120 to the 
unmarried men ; and that they should have prompt 
pay. 
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Father Aebury thinks there are half a million 
of Germans in our country — the poorest and richest 
of any people among us; and. that thousands of 
Africans among us enjoy the advantages of gospel 
means in a much greater degree than they do, 

J. W. Bond. 

Here follows the last letter of Bishop Asbury, in- 
closed, as stated above, to Bishop McKendree. It 
is suggestive as to the appointnients in tlie Baltimore 
and Philadelphia Conterences, and is in the abrupt 
style of the senior Bishop : 

My Dear Son: — ^Were it proper and possible, I 
should greatly rejoice to be near thee and the Con- 
ferences ; but perhaps I should weary myself, as I 
have done, and hinder more than help you. 

1. If I may say any thing of the stations: does 
Joseph Frye hold his zeal? If so, there is no 
man more fit to preside in the Monongahela Dis- 
trict. 

2. If we take up German missions, it must be 
spiritedly, I wish we had four men who would offer 
freely, and serve faithfully — married or single; our 
Hymn-book translated ; a thousand copies of Disci- 
pline, correct from the General Conference. If they 
will not sell, give them away to the people. Send 
a missionary to Schuylkill District, Susquehanna, 
Carlisle, and Monongahela — Presiding Elders hold- 
ing cash to pay the missionaries quarterly — the mis- 
sionaries making collections, and being accountable 
for these also to the Conferences. 
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I wish the change of Boehm and Roberts,* be- 
cause of Uenrj's usefulness in German. 

We have covered the three hundred dollars to 
Virginia Conference. If either Baltimore or Phila- 
delphia is deficient, one or two hundred, we are 
ready. 

Had I power to be present, the stewards would 
have a correct account of all we have . received at 
Conferencee and expended upon road expenses. In 
1815 I asked thirty dollars — they sent forty. The 
incredible toil of Wesley Bond is only known to 
me: I must reward him. His character is good; 
he has attempted to moderate his sermons ; preaches 
to acceptance— generally beloved by the preachers 
and people. 

I have written to the General Conference : wish 
you to see it. I have written to Mr. Benson,! and 
wish the General Conference to hear a copy of the 
letter read. In great love, p. AsnuiiY. 

At the close of the Baltimore Conference, Bishop 
McKendree started for the Philadelphia Conference, 
in company with his old friend, liev. N'elson Eeed ; 
but, after one day's journey, he was violently at- 
tacked with rheumatism. The disease having ap- 
parently abated, after a week, he tried to proceed ; 

*Roliert R. Roberts was then Prsfiiding Elder of Schuylkill 
Diatriot, and Henry Boehm of Chesapeake District. He suggests 
a change of Dlstriets between these men. The former was made 
Bishop in about a month. 

t This was in answer to a letter from the British Conference, 
inviting him to visit England. 
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but the first day's travel brought on another attack, 
and, finding it impossible to go forward, he sub- 
mitted to necessity, and was, after awhile, taken to 
the house of his old friend. Dr. Wilkina, of Balti- 
more. Here he stayed until the 2d of May, when 
the General Conference began in Baltimore. 

While Bishop MeKendree was confined to his 
bed, between Baltimore and Philadelphia, he re- 
ceived intelligence of the death of his venerated and 
beloved colleague. After a partial recovery from 
his attack near Charleston, South Carolina, Bishop 
Asbury came by easy stages to Richmond, Virginia. 
There (March 24th) he preached his last sermon. 
On Tuesday, Thiirsday, and Friday, he traveled, 
being very intent on getting to the Genei'al Confer- 
ence. He got to the house of his old friend, Mr. 
George Arnold, on Friday night, about twenty miles 
south of Fredericksburg, Virginia. Eain prevented 
his traveling on Saturday, and on Sunday ho died. 

It need scarcely be said that Bishop Asbury's 
death was consistent with his life. "I die daily; 
I live in God," had been his motto. Ou Saturday 
afternoon, hearing his faithful and never-to-be-for- 
gotten nurse, John "Wesley Bond, talking with the 
family about having preaching next day, he said, 
"You need not bo in haste." This excited their 
apprehensions, for they do not seem to have an- 
ticipated he would die then. Through the ensu- 
ing night he grew worse, but refused to have a 
physician, saying the doctor could only pronounce 
him dead. Being asked if he had any thing to 
communicate, ho replied, that having fully ex- 
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pressed his mind in relation to tie Church, in his 
address to the Bishop and the General Conference, 
he had mihing more to add. About eleven o'clock 
on Sabbath morning, he called on Brother Bond to 
sing, pray, and expound the Slat chapter of Eeve- 
lation, and appeared calm and devout during these 
exercises. "When he could no longer swallow nor 
epeak, seeing the distress of his friends, he looked 
joyfully at Brother Bond and raised his hand 
"Wlien asked if he then felt the victory complete, 
exerting all his remaining strength, he raised both 
his hands, and in a few minutes died without a 
struggle or a groan, as a weary child sinks to sleep 
upon its mother's breast. He died on the 31st of 
March, 1816. 

Thus closed the earthly career of a man who had 
spent fifty-five years in the ministry, ten in Great 
■Britain, and forty-five in America— thirty-two of 
them aa an itinerant Bishop ; a man who had trav- 
eled, in the United States, more miles, preached 
more sermons, endured more hardships, and had 
borne heavier responsibilities than any other min- 
ister in America, before or since his time ; a man of 
astonishing sagacity, and whose life was "without 
spot, blemish, or any such thing." He was a wise, 
good, and great man; and Methodism in America 
is more indebted to him than to any other man. 
"Whether viewed, as a man, a Christian, a preacher, 
or a Bishop, in every respect he seems to have been 
as neai-ly perfect as frail humanity can well be on 
earth. But we are not writing his biography, and 
his life is his eulogy. 
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"What Moses wae to the Church in tho wilderness, 
as its leader and eounaelor, Asbury was to Ameri- 
can Methodism. In meekness he declined the 
honors of the Episcopacy, tendered him by Mr. 
"Wesley, until urged to it by the unanimous voice 
of his brethren. God endued him with wisdom to 
organize and rule tho infant Church— -for nearly 
forty years he was its unquestioned earthly head. 
But, unlike Moses, he lived to lead the tribes of 
oar Israel out of the wilderness, and to see them 
settled in peace and prosperity over a vast conti- 
nent. The Jews had but one Moses, and Ameri- 
can Methodism but one Asbury. Surely "a prince 
and a great man in Israel" died when he passed 
away,* 

* The deseript on of B'ahop Asbarj's person as he appeired in 
thefliatC oferenco hell in New England m 1792 ani tlie de- 
lineation of h a ohartcter by Dr Stevi-na m his Memonih of 
Methodism are so beaut ful anl true that we cai not resist the 
jnclination to -Luote them. 

He was yet short of hfty years of agp and in the mat ir ty of 
hbihjsical and intellectual stron^th Hb peiwa ww slight 
hut V gor ua and ered his eye st m but br ght HiB biow 
began to shof those wr nkles (the off ots f estrwidinuy 
cares and fatigies) whi h afterward f rmed 9 mirked a 
feature of his strongly ch irxotensti fice H a 1,0 int« 
nance wia expraisiye f decision energy sagticity lenig 
nity and was shaded at times by an aspect of deep ansietj 
if not lepress on Ha attitule waa dignified and giat,eful his 
voice sonorous anl c mmanling Hh parallel f r iraot cat 
sense and practical energy (,an ecareely be fo ind As a r iler of 
State or a eommander f arm ei he would ha-ve ranked among 
the greatest men of history. We will venture the remark, in all 
deliberation, that if ever aJi impartial eceleaiaatical history of 
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this nation be written, Francis Asbui^, as well for hia personal 
character as for being tlie chief founder of its largest religious 
organization, will occupy a position in it above the competition of 
any other name whatsoever. During about fifty years, it is eati- 
niated that, besides itinumerable publio exhortations, he preached 
upon an average about one sermon a day. He eiceeded even 
Wesley in his travels— averaging more than sis thousand miles a 
year- The esteat of hia journeys during his ministry of forty- 
five years in theTJnitcd States alone, was equal, upon an average', 
to the circumferonce of the globe every four years — and this by 
private conveyance, over the worst roads, in the infancy of the 
nation. During the last thirty-two years of his life, he presided 
in two hundred and thirty-four Annual Conferences, and ordained 
about four thousand persons in the traveling or local miniab-y, 
'When he commenced his labors in this country, there were about 
Bis hundred merabera : when he fell, it was victoriously at the 
head of two hundred and twelve thousand.'" 
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CHAPTER XII. 



Bishop Asbury's Valedictory — His Birth — Death-^Burial — Ee- 
maiDs removed to Baltimore. 

The following is the "Address to the Bishop," 
referred to in Bishop Astury's dying words. As 
Paul in prison addresses Timothy, so the senior 
addresses his junior in this epistle. It is the result 
of his mature reflection, after much study and long 
observation. Some things, especially toward the 
beginning, which refer merely to the mode of car- 
rying out his plan, he might have modified, had he 
foreseen the future ; but as a whole, it needs neither 
apology nor explanation. It was evidently de- 
signed for the press, and after having been most 
carefully and in a most scholarly manner prepared, 
was subscribed by his own hand. It is given ver- 
batim et liieratim. 

A VALEDICTORY ADDRESS TO WILLIAM MoKEKDEEE. 
BISHOP OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. BY FRANCIS AS- 
EURY, 

[ AdTertisement. ] 
Speaking to the Genesee Annual Conference, in 
your presence, on the subject of Apostolical, Mis- 
sionary, Methodist Episcopal Church-government, I 
was desired to commit my thoughts to writing. I 
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feel tbe more disposed to do this, that I may leave 
a written testimony which may be seen, read, and 
known when your friend and father is taken from 
the evil to come. 

Sir:— My advice is, that there may be only three 
effective Bishops, as from the beginning, traveling 
through the whole continent — each one' to preside 
alternately in all the Annual Conferences; one to 
preside during the sitting of the same Conference, 
the other two to have charge of and plan the stations 
and perform ordinations, assisted by the Elders in 
both branehea. The plan of stations should be sub- 
mitted to the President of the Conferences, in tri- 
une order, to give a final decision before it is read 
out, I wish to warn you against the gi'owing evil 
of locality in Bishops, Elders, preachera, or Confer- 
ences. Locality is essential to cities and towns, 
but traveling is as essential to the country. Were 
I to name cities, such as Jerusalem, Antioch, and 
Eome, with all the great cities, both ancient and 
modem, what havoc have these made in the 
Churches ! Alas for us ! out of seven hundred trav- 
eling preachers, we have about one hundred lo- 
cated in towns, and cities, and small, rich circuits. 
Guard particularly against two orders of preachers 
—the one for the country, the other for the cities: 
the latter generally settle themselves to purchase 
ministers, and too often men of gifts and learn- 
ing intend to set themselves to sale. 

I am bold to say that the apostolic order of things 
was lost in the first century, when Church-govern- 
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ments were adulterated and had niuch corruption 
attached to them. At the'Kefomiation, the reform- 
ers only beat off a part of the ruhhiah, which put a 
gtop to the rapid increase of absurditiee at that 
time; but how have they increased since! Eecol- 
lect the state of the different Churches, as it re- 
spects government and discipline, in the seven- 
teenth century ; when the Lord raised up that great 
and good, man, John "Wesley, who formed an evan- 
gelical society in England, In 1784, an apostolical 
form of Church-government was formed in the 
United States of America, at the first General Con- 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, held at 
Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, 

You know, my brother, that the present minis- 
terial cant is, that we cannot now, as in former 
apostolical days, have such doctrines, such disci- 
pline, such convictions, such conversions, such wit- 
nesses of sanctifieation, and such holy hien. But I 
eay that wo can; I say we must; yea, I say we 
have. And can men claim the rights and privileges 
of apostles, if they are impostors and not true min- 
isters of the holy sanctuary ? Instead of going to 
preach, they stay to preach. Hence it is that 
schools, colleges, and universities undertake to 
make men ministers that the Lord Jesus Christ 
never commanded to be made. The present Epis- 
copal Churches are greatly independent of each 
other. All the numerous orders of Presbyterians, 
Independents, and Baptists, are also local. If we 
wish to see pure and unadulterated Church-history, 
let us go to the Acts of the Apostles, and mark the 
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characters of those ministers in the time of peree- 
eutioii — such as Paui, Timothy, Titus, Tychicus, 
Archippus, Trophimus, Artemas, Luke, Epaphro- 
ditus, etc. — men who did honor to themselves as 
ministers of Christ. But there are too many the 
opposite of these, whom we can view in no other 
light, at present, than aa men going into the minis- 
try by their learning — sent by their parents, or 
moved by pride, the love of ease, money, or honor. 
Are not such moved by Satan, more -than by the 
Holy Ghost, to assume the sacred office of the holy 
ministry? Mark well what a situation the apostles 
were in. If unfaithful in the discharge of their 
duty, God would condemn and punish them the 
most severely. On the other hand, the people 
were ready to starve, atone, or beat them to death. 
Modern priests will please the people, that they 
may not be starved or beaten; but will not God 
condemn sucb teachers to everlasting destruction ? 
We lay no claim to the Latin, Greek, English, Lu- 
theran, Swedish, or Protestant Episcopal Church- 
order. It will be seen that we are so unlike them 
that we could not stand as related to them, "Would 
their Bishops ride five or six thousand miles in 
nine months, for eighty dollars a year, with their 
traveling expense, less or more — preach daily, 
when opportunity serves, meet a number of camp- 
meetings in the year, make arrangements for sta- 
tioning seven hundred preachers, ordain a hundred 
more annually, ride through all kinds of weather, 
and along roads in the worst state, at our time of life 
— the one sixty-nine, the other in his fifty-sixth year? 
VOL. I.- — 1-1. 
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"When the Methodist preachers came first to thia 
country, one-half of the continent was overspread 
with different names and ordera of Presbyterians, 
Independents, Baptists, English, French, German, 
Holland, Scotch, and Irish, with many Quakers. 
In the Southern part were EpiscopaUans. They 
had but few churches, and' no Bishops. At thia 
time the Methodists were, among others, not or- 
ganized, and had not the ordinances aniong ns. 
As some in pleasantry said, "We were a Church, 
and no Church." In some places, we communed 
with the Episcopalians. In 1T79, some of our 
brethren in Virginia attempted to organize them- 
selves into a Church; but in 1780, the writer of thia 
address visited them, when they agreed to suspend 
their administration, and with united voice call 
upon Mr. Wesley to make some provision for them. 
Accordingly, in 1784, our feithful father, Mr. Wes- 
ley, ordained Thomas Coke Bishop, or General Su- 
perinteadent; and Francis Asbury was elected by 
the General Conference held in Baltimore, Mary- 
land, December, 1784, General Superintendent- 
was first ordained Deacon and Elder; on the 27th 
day of December, Bishop, or General Superintend- 
ent; Richard Whatcoat in May, 1800; and William 
McKendree in May, 1808. Dr. Coke was ordained 
Deacon and Elder by two scriptural English 
Bishops, and so was John Wesley. Do any ancient 
or modern Churches stand on any better ground 
than we do with respect to orc^ination, with John 
Wesley's apostolic right? Probably Paul was or- 
dained with Barnabas. Acts xiii. 1-3. 
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Should any ask why we did not seek ordination 
from other Churclies, we answer them hy asking 
if we should go to local men to he ordained travel- 
ing Bishops. Should we go to Presbyterians to bo 
ordained Episcopal Methodists ? or to Episcopalians, 
who at that time had no Bishop, or power of ordi- 
nation, in the United States, till application was 
made to the British Parliament, and that legis- 
lative body passed a law for the express purpose, 
authorizing their Bishops to consecrate and ordain 
Bishops for the thirteen Stateaof America, in 1785? 
Here let it be observed, that the Methodist was the 
first Church organized after the establishment of 
peace in 1783, and that the Protestant Episcopalians 
were not organized as a Church until after there 
was a law passed by the British Parliament. Or 
could we subscribe to Calvinian articles? Surely, 
no. Or could we submit to locality? By no means. 
Let local men ordain local men, baptize or rebap- 
tize local men: we must shape our course other- 
wise, and prepare to meet the different Annual 
Conferences from Maine to Georgia and the Mis- 
sissippi; and to retain all the ancient essential 
branches of Methodism, in all its parts; and try 
sacredly to maintain our traveling plan, and sup- 
port a true missionary, apostolic Church. And sup- 
pose this excellent constitution and order of things 
should be broken, what shall the present or future 
Bishops do ? Lot them do as your noble country- 
man* did — resign and retire into private life. 

* Genera! Washington. 
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It is a serious thing for a Bishop to be stripped 
of any constitutional rights chartered to him at 
his ordination, without which he could not, and 
would not, have entered into that sacred office — he 
being conscious at the same time he had never 
violated those sacred rights. Comparing human 
Church-history with the Acts of the Apostles, it 
will manifestly appear that the apostolic order of 
things ended in about fifty years. With the preach- 
ers and people of that day, the golden order was 
lost. But we must restore and retain primitive 
order: we must, we will, have the same doctrine, 
the same spirituality, the same power in ordinances, 
in ordination, and in spirit. 

Joseph Pilmoor had been but a short time on his 
mission to this country before be saw that it would 
not be proper for the Methodists to continue an 
Episcopal Society. He was for forming an inde- 
pendent Church of England. Mr. "Wesley was 
called for near twelve or thirteen years, repeatedly, 
to do something for his people in America. Dr. 
"Whitehead reproached Mr. Wesley, in writing his 
Life, for ordaining preachers in America, unless he 
had the voice of preachers and people in America ; 
yet, if my memory serves me right, the Doctor 
grants Mr. Wesley's right so to do, if he had had 
their voice ; and this he moat assuredly had, and it 
had been communicated to him by word and letter; 
orwhy did every heart leap with joy, and the mem- 
bers of Society and the congregations in America 
embrace our Church-form and order, and by thou- 
sands giving up themselves to the ordinances, and 
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presenting their children for baptism, for nearly 
thirty years last past ? 

Ton have often heard me say that Church-gov- 
ernments changed with- the Church into strange, 
incredible forms — as monarchy, aristocracy, democ- 
racy, and legal establishments ; when scholars, law- 
yers, doctors, and peers became hishops, and bishops 
became kings, temporal princes and peers, and pres- 
byters became assemblymen and senators : in this 
country they become chaplains to Congress; yea, 
members of Congress ! It will come to this con- 
clnsion, that ours is the apostolic plan. But say 
you, Are all apostles? Are ail that we have or- 
dained holy men ? They might have been. "Were 
Judas, Simon Magus, and Demas faithfal unto 
death ? Ministers may fall from grace and office ; 
and no wonder if we, in ordaining four thousand 
local, and nearly two thousand traveling, preachers, 
should find some to turn out apostates. 

Thus I have traced regular order and succession ' 
in John Wesley, Thomas Coke, Francis Asbury, | 
Richard Whatcoat, and William McKendree. Let i 
any other Church trace its succession as direct and 
as pure, if they can. Does any one doubt the expe- 
rience, piety, or labors of these men, so long tried, 
known, and read of all men, both friends and ene- 
mies, for so many years ? 

William P. Otterbein, of Baltimore, a regular 
Presbyterian — the German apostle to America — 
whose piety, labors, and learning were great : this 
man of God assisted T. Coke, E. Whatcoat, and T. 
Vasey in the ordination of Francis Asbury. You 
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will say, If our Olmrch were as pure as the primi- 
tive Church, will it not, may it not, like other 
modera, decline ? I answer, "We live in a purer age, 
and in a free country. If discipline he maintained, 
men that carry sand instead of salt for the sheep 
will he constrained soon to leave ue, to join some 
more honorable, hut perhaps fallen. Church, where 
they can have more ease and greater emoluments. 
"We have lived to see the end of such persons who 
left us and set up for themselves — witness Hammet 
and 'Kelly. 

Thomas Haweis, a moderate Episcopalian — fifty 
years a beneficed minister — is one of the most im- 
partial hietorians on the subject of Episcopacy. I 
shall close this address with several quotations from 
his work, wherein you will see that he, without 
knowJedge or design, has given the order of Epis- 
copal Methodism the plume of honor above all 
others : 

" From the morning spread upon the mountains 
to the meridian splendor of the Sun of righteous- 
ness, I wish to trace the progress of his gospel 
amidst the storms of persecution, till his glory shall 
ho finally revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. Con- 
temptuous infidelity, proud philosophy, bigoted 
superstition, atheistical immorality, heretical and 
schismatical pravity, may unite their powers against 
the child Jesus and his everlasting gospel, but the 
gates of hell shall never prevail. His persecuted 
Church shall rise. I have continued to prefer an 
Episcopal mode of Church-government, unless I, 
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can find a better. I am satisfied that tlie Methodist 
mode of Episcopal govei-nment is more apostolic 
than the Church of England ever was, will, or can 
be, without a radical reformation from its essen- 
tial form of locality, written sermons and prayers, 
State laws, and hnman policy." (Vol. I., p. 12, of 
his Introduction.) 

" "When I speak of Episcopacy as most corre- 
spondent in my poor idea to the apostolic practice 
and general usage of the Church in the fii'st and 
generally esteemed purer ages, !ct no man imagine 
I plead for that Episcopacy which, rising very early 
on the stilts of practical pride and worldly-minded- 
ness, has since overapread the earth with its baneful 
shadow; or suppose those to be the true successors 
of the apostles, who, grasping at power and pre- 
eminence over Churches which their labors never, 
planted nor watered — claiming dominion over dis- 
tricts, provinces, and kingdoms beyond all power 
of individual superintendeney." (P. 14.) 

Here, Bishop, mark — " planted or watered." "We 
have planted and watered : although our continent 
is three thousand miles in length, we have meas- 
ured it year after year — embracing fifty-one or two 
districts, about six hundred circuits, and nine Annual 
Conferences, all which, with very few exceptions, 
we have visited. Then, according to our author, 
we are apostolic bishops ; for we have both planted 
and watered, and do water still. As to temporal 
power, what have we to do with that in this coun- 
try ? We are not senators, congressmen, nor chap- 
lains; neither do we hold any civil offices. Wo 
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neither havo, nor wish to have, any thing to do with 
the government of the States, nor, as I conceive, do 
the States fear us. Our kingdom is not of this 
■world, ror near half a century we have never 
grasped at power. 

"All united in one Church-fellowship, [so the 
Methodists,] under the superintend en cy of apos- 
tolic men at first, and on their decease, the most 
distinguished for zeal, wisdom, sufi'eringa, influence, 
or respectability of any kind, was called by the suf- 
frage of the elders and people to be their 'superin- 
tendent, president, prtEses; hegoumenos, a leader; and 
thus t£e name of bishop, {kaf exochen,) on account 
of preeminence, became very early appropriate to 
oxiGv/hovi&s-primiis inter pares; and, as Archbishop 
U-sher says, diifered only in degree of advancement, 
and not in order. These were, I apprehend, al- 
ways from the apostolic days, raised to their station 
by the voice of the people and their fellows. They 
presided in the deliberations of their several 
Churches, with the presbyters, their assessors. 
They were deputed to ail synods which treated of 
ecclesiastical matters ; and whilst every congrega- 
tion judged its own members, they received the 
accusations against ciders who were charged with 
offenses, and censured or removed them. They 
examined the chosen candidates for the ministry, 
and with the presbyter, ordained them by imposi- 
tion of hands. This dangerous eminence marked 
them as peculiar victims in days of persecution. 
Par, therefore, from being an enviable or desirable 
situation, no man dare to aspire after or occupy it, 
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liut BKch as counted tbeir lives not dear unto them- 
selves, that they 'might finish their course with 
joy, and the ministry which they had received from 
the Lord to fulfill it,' whether as confeesora or 
martyrs." {P. 16.) 

" The sudden ability of illiterate men of so great 
a number in a moment, and with perfection to 
speak in all languages — to express themselves with 
such propriety and force as not only to be clearly 
understood, but impressive on the consciences of 
the numerous foreigners then atJerusalem from 
every nation under heaven — such a phenomenon 
could not but strike the hearers with astonishment, 
and afford an evidence of divine agency too incon- 
testible to admit of a rational doubt." (P. 28.) 

Kow, Bishop McKendree, I will make this re- 
mark, that to take this transaction of the Divine 
Spirit prophetically, it saith to every minister, "Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature ; ' ' and that in all ages to come, unlettered 
men should be raised up to preach the gospel with 
the power of the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven. One may say, This man speaks well !-^ah, 
he is a college-taught man ! Again it may be said. 
This man speaks well: he is a scholar! But you 
are mistaken. lie has only a common education 
— a plowman, a tailor, a carpenter, or a shoemaker ! 
Then he must be taught of God, if he is not taught 
of man. Then we may rationally conclude that 
learning is not au essential qualification to preach, 
the gospel. It may be said, no man but a fool will 
speak against learning. I have not spoken against 
14* 
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learning. I have only said that it cannot be 8 
be an essential qualification to preach the i 
It waa once reported that two impostors (Eoman 
priests) came to England, entered themselves aa 
porters or draymen, hut said they had received the 
gift of tongues, and were called to preach. But 
Dr. Doddridge, being in the. city, was requested to 
examine them, and found they were scholars; hiit 
when he examined them in "Welsh, the cheat was 
found out. And too often the learned priests de- 
ceive the people by their learning, or professing so 
to be; because the first preachers were blest with 
the gift of tongues immediately from heaven: so 
that a man must spend four or seven years in learn- 
ing languages before he is permitted to preach the 
gospel. And who is to decide the question? 
Their practice and that of our Lord does not 
strictly agree- 
But to our author. " The Church at Jerusalem 
seems to have been under the presidency of the 
Apostle James. The great luminary was now 
rising to carry the light of the everlasting gospel 
into the heathen nations, and to display a seene of 
labors and successes unequaled in the records of 
the Christian Church. The greater part of the 
Acts contain the account of his (Paul's) life and 
labors, recorded by his faithful attendant and com- 
panion in the work, Luke the Evangelist. Paul 
stands allowedly in the first ranks of eminence — in 
nothing behind the very chief of the apostles— 
whilst the generality of ihe others were out of the 
lowest orders of society, {agrammaioi kai tdiotai,) — un- 
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lettered or private, and laymen — (Acts iv. 13 ;) men 
of no literary acquirements. Paul seems to have 
been born in the superior ranks of life." (Pp. 30, 
SI, 83.) 

Thus not many wise nor rich men of the earth, 
in the past as well as the present age, have obeyed 
the call of the gospel. 

"He (Paiil) flew as with the wings of a seraph 
over the babitable globe ; and the vastness of his 
success corresponded with the rapidity of Ms move- 
ments, and the indefatigable labors of his ministry. 
From Damascus to Arabia, Judea, Syria, Asia 
Minor, Greece, and round about Illyricum, he had 
fully preached the gospel of Christ. Eeturning 
with the same unwearied diligence to visit all the 
Cliurcbes bis ministry, had planted, he received a 
divine intimation that he must shortly visit Italy 
also. And he extended bis views into Spain. An 
eye (geographical) cast over this immense tract of 
country will fill us with astonishment, how one 
man's labor could fill so extensive a sphere, and 
demonstrates how much may bo done when the 
Spirit of Jeaus animates, and the benedictions of 
the Holy Ghost accompanies the word with power 
and much assurance. There is one particular I 
may not forget, and which we Gentiles are bound 
to acknowledge with peculiar thankfulness — that 
be is our apostle. A ministry of more than thirty 
years was terminated, it is probable, by martyr- 
dom." (Pp. 36, 37.) 

"I regard Paul as the first of human beings, to 
whom more are indebted for salvation, under tho 
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great Head of the Church, than to any other 
creatnre. If his labors and prcaehing, as recorded, 
be taken into the account; if we consider his 
Epistles to the eevcral Ohnrches — the inestimably 
blessed effects of which must be felt and ac- 
knowledged in all Ohnrchea to the end of time." 
(P. 38.) 

"It seems to have been a matter decided by the 
Church, respecting the two itmerant apostles, that 
Paul should go to the Gentiles, and Peter to the 
circumcision. I suppose there was great wisdom 
herein displayed." (P. 40,) 

"A multitude of worthies have their names re- 
corded in the Acts of the Apostles, whose itinerant 
labors, with those of Paul, had the most powerful 
tendency to spread the Christian faith." (P. 47.) 

"A Church without evidence of the influence and 
experience of the operation of the Holy Ghost hath 
but a name to live, and is dead ; and whatever may 
be ite forms, or however sound its Confession of 
Faith, it hath no more title to ho reckoned a Chris- 
tian Church than a statue or corpse to be esteemed 
a living man. The form in which the Church ap- 
peared in the best — the primitive age, under the im- 
mediate inspection of the apostles and disciples of 
the Lord — deserves our consideration. And here, 
drawing around me the sacred circle, I wish to con- 
fine myself to the words of the Holy Ghost, with- 
out any regard to the traditions of men. And I 
shall begin at ' Jerusalem. This was the fruitful 
womb from whence issued the noble army of mar- 
tyrs, confessors, and evangelists, who, holding up 
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the word of light, diffused the Messinga of the glory 
of God the Saviour to the ends of the earthi. These 
were the fruits of our Lord's ministry during his 
labors in Judea and the adjacent countries. They 
consisted of twelve men, first chosen, called 
apostles, or persons sent. To these were added 
seventy others, who were sent out to preach and 
teach. They were all endowed with miraculous 
powers; and on their return from their itinerancy 
through the nation, reported, with triumph, the 
wonders they had wrought. About live hundred 
brethren were summoned to behold our Lord's as- 
cension into heaven." (P. 62.) 

" Three thousand believed on the first day (Pente- 
cost), and myriads followed them. The immensity 
of this number affords us two views of their Church- 
order : First, as necessarily distributed into various 
congregations, no one place Ijeing capable of con- 
taining such myriads, nor any one bishop or elder 
sufficient to administer the ordinances among them. 
"We accordingly find them brealdng bread from 
house to house ; (Acts ii. 46 ;) preaching and teach- 
ing in every house, (Acta v. 42,) which seems to 
describe the Church at Jerusalem. Second, these 
several house-churehes formed one united Church- 
body under the presidency of James, and not Peter. 
(Acts XV. 13.) He was at the head of the first 
council. To him Paul addressed himself, (Acts xxi. 
18,) when all the elders or presbyters being as- 
sembled by him, he reported to them the happy 
success of his ministry among the Gentiles. The 
necessity of a president where so great a number 
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of eldera resided, and so many congregations were 
formed, eeems as natural for the preservation of 
order as it appears actually the case in this mother 
of all the Chm-ches." (Pp. 54, 55.) 

"The care of the poor widows led to the institu- 
tion of the order of deacons. This originated in a 
complaint of real or supposed partiality iu the dis- 
tribution of the alms of the faithful to the native 
Jewish widows, in preference to the Hellenists. 
(Acts vi. 1.) The apostles themselves being too 
much engaged to attend to these temporal concerns, 
recommended it to the Church to elect seven per- 
sons for the discharge of this offlec. These were 
accordingly chosen by general suffrage, not for 
each separate congregation, but for the whole body, 
and were set apart by the apostles, after solemn 
prayer and imposition of hands, to this sei-vice. 
Though the care of the widows was immediately 
intrusted to them, it prevented them not from being 
employed in other labors of love. Philip was an 
evangelist, and Stephen a like zealous advocate of 
Christ and his cause. In eonseciuence of his bold- 
ness in the synagogue of the Libertines, the blood 
of this first martyr was shed by the fury of his 
enemies ; and a great and general persecution fol- 
lowing, all the principal disciples were dispersed 
except the apostles, who remained at Jerusalem. 
(Acts viii. 1.) These fiying in different directions, 
everywhere preached the gospel, and with great 
success through Judea, G-alilee, and Samaria; and 
some as far aa Antioch, Damascus, Phonice, and 
Cypress. They were village-preachers, highway- 
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preachers, and were not ashamed, of the gospel of 
Christ. Paui, (Acts xxiv. 23,) in revisiting the 
Churches which had heen planted principally by 
himself, edifies, comforts, and establishes them by 
ordaining elders in eveiy Church with prayers and 
fasting." (P. 56.) 

"Eeturning through Pisidia and Attalia, they ar- 
rived happily at Antioch, communicating the glad 
tidings of their success, and of the Gentile Churches 
which they had planted. I can only observe here, 
that I find in all these widely-dispersed and numer- 
ous congregations, no mention made of any appoint- 
ment but that of presbyters, all cemented in one 
bond of -union under the supervisal of the great 
itinerant evangelists." (P, 62.) 

And so it should have continued, and would have 
continued, if there had been a succession of a faith- 
ful seed of holy men to follow apostolic order, but 
as early as the second century they must have their 
local bishops, or local apostles. 

"Though James was not superior to Peter or the 
other apostles at Jerusalem, [he may mean he was 
not superior as to age, gifts, or standing; but cer- 
tainly he was superior, inasmuch as he had never so 
publicly denied his Lord,] he had been evidently 
appointed to fill the place of president, or primus 
inter pares. Yet, neither he nor any of his apostolic 
associates assumed to themselves authority to decide 
but by the suffrage of the whole body of the 
Church. under immediate divine direction." (P. 63.) 
Our Annual, or more particularly, our General 
Conference, resembles this grand Council at Jeru- 
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salem, whevo James presided, and all the other 
apostles, elders, and brethren aolemnly discussed the 
cause or causes before them, and James pronounced 
sentence according to the unanimous suffrage of 
the assembly ; and the definitive decree was in favor 
of Gentile liberty. 

Paul and Barnabas separated for awhile ; (Acts 
XV. 39 ;) bat probably God overruled this for good, 
and perhaps the Churches were more profited by 
their distinct labors than if they had traveled in 
company. 

Dr. Ilaweia continues: "It is evident that Tim- 
othy was still but a youth, (ch. iv. 14,) and whatever 
office he sustained, or with whatever gifts he was 
endued, he received them by the laying on of 
Paul's hands and of the presbyteiy. (1. Tim. iv. 
14.) Did presbyters then ordain bishops, or were 
the terms synonymous?" Query — Had there not 
been two distinct acts in his ordination? Com- 
pare 1 Tim. iv. 14, and 2 Tim. i. 6, " The laying on 
the hands of the presbytery." "Stir up the gift 
of God, which is in thee, by the putting on of my 
hands." " That Timothy was left at Ephesus with 
Siuperintending authority, where there were many bish- 
ops, is evident. (1 Tim. i. 3.) He was enjoined 
to encourage and honor those who presided over 
the congregations well, and especially such as were 
more actively laborious in preaching and catechising, 
(Ver. 18.) Respecting hands, he was to lay hands 
suddenly on no man ; and, without partiality or per- 
sonal respect, he was to admit none into the min- 
istry but after proper examination and conviction 
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of their call and qaalifieations. He waa also cau- 
tiously to receive and weigh accusations against 
elders who should give offense, and pronounce the 
sentence due to their unfaithfulness — acta strongly 
marking superior jurisdiction; and I hence infer 
that particular Churches neither ordained nor cen- 
sured their own ministers, although they elected 
and recommended; and, if faulty, accused them by 
two or three witnesses before the great itinerant 
evangelists." (P. 76.) 

Mark well the similarity of apostolic order and 
government and the Methodist Episcopal form of 
things .' 

In the Second Epistle to Timothy, Paul appears 
to have "returned again to the house of his prison 
at Rome, and I'eady to be ofiered up on the altar 
of martyrdom. He had detached his faithful itin- 
erant helpers to a variety of services ; [although a 
prisoner, yet clothed with the authority of Christ, 
he appointed men of God their work:] Cresccns, 
to Qalatia; Titus, to Dalmatia; while Timothy 
himself had been left in Asia, from whence he was 
shortly to proceed to Eome with Mark, who had 
once departed from the work, but had now re- 
turned to the labors and dangers of itinerancy. 
The principal subject of the Epistle is the dying 
charge of the great apostle to his beloved son re- 
specting his own teaching and conduct, and worthy 
the attentive consideration of every bishop or pres- 
byter upon earth." (See p. 77.) 

Paul's two favored sons, Timothy and Titus, were 
his chief companions, and greatly employed in the 
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regulation of the congregations which had been 
raised by hia labors. The postscript of his first 
Epistle calls Timothy the first Bishop of the Church 
of the Ephesians; but there is no such title given 
him by Paul, nor any intimation of his being at 
Ephesus but as one of the great itinerant evangelists 
— the companion of Paul, and deputed by him to 
assist in bringing the congregations into a regular 
order of worship and discipline. 

"It nowhere appears that Titus was more the 
Bishop of Crete than of Dalmatia, (2 Tim. iv. 10,) 
or of Nicopolis, (Titua iii. 2,) nor had any fixed 
residence or diocese — ho being one of the great itin- 
erant evangelists who went about preaching every- 
where, in season, out of season. And therefore, as 
soon as he had settled the Cretan Church in the 
most edifying manner, he was ordered to come 
and winter with Paul at H'icopolis, and Artemas or 
Tyehicua should be dispatched to fill his place in 
the Cretan congregations. 

"A general superiority in all the Churches which 
they visited, appears to have been exercised by 
these gi'eat evangelists, though none appears sta- 
tionary in any one place. They ordained, censured, 
regulated, were the cementing bond of union to 
the different Churches, [so should the Methodist 
Bishops be,] maintaining a unity of order and pro- 
cedure through the whole. They all bore the name 
of apostles, (2 Cor. viii. 23,) were everywhere re- 
ceived with reverence, and obeyed with filial affec- 
tion. [" If any inquire of Titus, he is my partner and 
fellow-helper concerning you; or our brethren be 
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inquired of, they are the measongera of the Churches 
and the glory of Christ. "] They assumed no do- 
main over their faith, hut were helpers of the joy 
of the faithful wherever they went. The gifts, 
abilities, and zeal which they displayed, with every 
divine temper which adorns the Christian ministry, 
could not but give them weight and procure them 
influence, by whatever name they might be dis- 
tinguished; and in every Christian Church, in the 
very nature of things, such men must possess su- 
periority, whatever be its constitution. Even where 
the most absolute parity is established, to these 
their fellows naturally give place. They are the 
presidents in all associations; heard with respect, 
commanding obedience; capable of swaying the 
decisions of their brethren ; consulted in all diffi- 
cult cases, and placed foremost in the hour of 
danger. To them is intrusted the care of elee- 
mosynary distributions for the benefit of the body 
to which they belongy and, in private and public, 
all concede to them the seal of honor." {P. 78.) 

If the Elders that rule well are worthy of double 
honor, then the Bishops that rule well must be 
worthy of triple honor, especially when they do so 
large a part of ruling, preaching, and presiding in 
Conferences. 

"In the primitive Church, [in speaking or writing, 
it was common to consohdate the first Churches 
into one, although they consisted of many societies 
— so we say the Methodist Episcopal Church,] this 
superiority was vested in the apostles and their com- 
panions — the great itinerant evangelists, Barnabas, 
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Silas, Artomas, Tyehicne, Trophirmis, Titus, Timo- 
thy, and many otters, cMef men arnvng the breihren." 
(P. 79.) 

Notwithstanding all these were great men in the 
Church of Q-od, yet, as we have seen, none of them 
were writers. The Epistle to Titos bears some re- 
semhlanee to that to Timothy. Men placed in sim- 
ilar situations were called to act under the same 
principles, and to employ the same means. If we 
are willing, here we may see the propriety of our 
Superintendency, Presiding Elders, as in the 
second part of the primitive Church — which order 
was lost in the first, and not found again until the 
seventeenth century, partially in Europe, hut more 
perfectly in America, in the organization and estab- 
lishment of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

"I conclude, as soon aa a little society was formed 
' of Christians, a room was opened for their assem- 
bling, and the most apt to teach appointed to min- 
ister to them in holy things. [Perhaps not unlike 
a class-leader and local preacher in one.] He was a 
man of gravity, generally of the more aged, ap- 
proved by his fellows, and willing to devote himself 
to their service. His appointment was signified by 
prayer, and imposition of hands by the Apostle 
Paul .or some of the itinerant evangelists, and the 
presbytery; and without this I meet no ordination. 
Every Church [that is, every society] exercised dis- 
cipline over its own members, to admit, admonish, 
or expel. Before these itinerating evangelists all 
accusations against offending presbyters were 
brought. [These evangelists seem not to have been 
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BtatiOnaiy, but to have gone about everywhere,- 
chiefly under the direction of the Apostle Panl.] 

"These evangehsts were usually supported by 
the Churches, [or societies,] but often, like Paul, 
maintained themeelvos by their own labors. During 
the first ages, the ministry was not appropriated to 
gentlemen or scholars. No man was bred to it as 
a profession, or went into it for a maintenance. 
They were pastors of a different stamp. The sta- 
tionary presbyters, or bishops, during the lives of 
the apostle and his associate evangelists, were un- 
der their superintendency. But it will appear very 
early in the second century, when the first race of 
great itinerants departed, [or were slain for the tes- 
timony of Jesus,] that one among the ministers in 
every place began to have the name of bishop {kgi' 
exoehen) on account of preeminency, with presby- 
ters, his coadjutors, acting with him as one body." 
(Pp. 86, 87.) 

This leads me to conclude that there were no 
local Bishops until the second century— that the 
apostles, in service, were Bishops, and that those 
who were ordained in the second century mistook 
their eaUing when they became local, and should 
have followed those bright examples in the apos- 
tolic age. I am not under the difficulties that some 
are, respecting the same men who were ordained 
Elders being called sometimes Bishops: I am not 
sure that what was written to Timothy and Titua — 
that i!m/ themselves must be blameless as Bishops, or 
overseers — excluded them fcom being evangelists. 
As to those at Ephesus who were Elders in ofKce, 
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fhcy were in. charge and duty overseers. In some 
sense, among us, every leader of a class, every local 
preacher, traveling preacher, and every officer in 
the Church, may be called an overseer. Bishops, 
preshyters, and deacons, seem to have been the 
established form in all the Asiatic Churches, in the 
second century. 

"Hitherto not a man eminent for science or let- 
ters had appeared in the Church. All those whose 
works have come down to ub, bear a stamp of sim- 
plicity divested of human attainments. Yet by 
those the gospel had been supported in its purity, 
afforded a noble army of martyrs, and been spread 
to the ends of the earth, from the Pillars of Hercu- 
les to the Parthians, from the savage nations of 
tljel^orth to the Indies and Abyssinia." (P. 146.) 

" Considering the time and regarding the persoVa 
called to bo saints, a loarned ministry cannot be 
supposed in the primitive Church. The presby- 
ters have been, in general, men simple and unlet- 
tered, though full of faith and the Holy Ghost — 
the qualifications which then determined the suf- 
frage of the several flocks. And after all the fine 
things so elegantly written (by the heathen philoso- 
phers) about virtue and morals, their own conduct 
aff'orded a pregnant example of the impotence of 
the doctrines which they taught; whilst the Chris- 
tian bishops not only lived what they professed to 
teach, but were every day ready to go to prison and 
to death for the name of the Lord Jesus." (P. 126.) 
No man counting his life dear who stood for Jesus, 
"bold to seal the truth with blood." 
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"A learned and ingenious age prides itself on its 
Buperiority in defense of revealed religion, and 
apologizes for the Bible; hat what hath (this mode) 
of arguing proved? The plain story of a plain, 
unlettered man, telling of the sufferinga of Christ 
and the glory which hath followed, with their con- 
sequences, hath done more in the way of conver- 
sion to real and vital Christianity than all these 
great polemics put together. [The learned may 
smile in Saul's armor, but give me the sling and 
the stone, and the gigantic Goliath falls,] I see the 
smile on the wise academician and the contemptu- 
ous infidel; but I am not ashamed of that gospel of 
Christ which ia the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that beheveth, nor of the sound though 
unlearned teacher who, having diligently read his 
Bible and been taught of God himself, is blessed 
with their conversion." (P. 148.) 

O my son, by diligenee, discipline, and faithfulness, 
God hath made us a blessing to hundreds and thou- 
sands of those who have died within these last 
thirty yeare! Thus our work and reward have 
gone before ua, and more work and reward are given 
to us daily. Let the Annual Conferences, the Quar- 
terly-meeting Conferences — let the Presiding Elders, 
Deacons, and Preachers, all feel their dignity, do 
their duty, and especially guard against every dan- 
ger and innovation. Alas for us, if ever our excel- 
lent constitution and order of things be changed or 
corrupted! (It is said that a good old Bishop 
prayed that he might be taken away if Anus were 
restored; but the heretic himself was taken away.) 



,1 Google 



836 LIFE AND TIMES OP 

I believe that those who would divide the body of 
Christ will be "divided in Jacob and scattered in 
Israel." Thirty years' labor and experience have 
taught U8 something. 

Be diligent to see and know how the different char- 
itable contributions are disposed of. Sign no jour- 
nals of an Annual Conference till every thing is 
recorded — every thing appears correctly and fairly. 
Should there be at any time failures in any depart- 
ment, such as you cannot cure nor restore, appeal to 
the General Conference. Be rigidly strict in all 
things. Examine well those who come as candi- 
dates for the ministry. It is ours to plead, pro- 
test, and oppose designing men from getting 
into the ministry. It is the peculiar excellence 
of our Church, and the Superintendents' glory and 
stronghold, that the character of every minister 
among us must undergo a strict examination oneo 
a year. Put men into office in whom you can con- 
fide. If they betray your trust and confidence, let 
them do it but once. Of all wickedness, spiritual 
wickedness is the greatest; and of all deceptions, 
religious deception is the worat. Beware of men 
who have a constitutional cast to deception. Let 
every office, grade, and station among us know his 
place, keep his place, and do his duty; then you 
need not fear for the ark of God. The Lord Jesus 
will take care of and support his own cause. 

If we have not men of great talents, we have 
men of good hearts. Endeavor to obtain and pre- 
serve a noble independence of soul — the willing 
servant of all, but the slave of none. Put full con- 
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3 in men who merit your confidence. Never 
be afraid to trast young men: they are ablo, and 
yon will find enough wilKng, to endure the toils 
and go through the greatest labors; neither are 
they so likely to fail aa oM men are. 

"The simplicity of gospel truth ill accords 
with a farrago of rites and ceremonies. Nothing 
could be more unadorned than the primitive 
worship. A plain man, chosen from among hia 
fellows, in his common garb, stood up to speak, 
or sat down to read the Scriptures, to as many 
aa chose to aesemble in the house appointed. 
A back-room, and that probably n mean one, or 
a garret, to be out of the way of observation, was 
then- temple. Hymns sung to Christ, aa their God, 
appeared to the heathens a prominent and striking 
feature of the Christian worship. The Holy Scrip- 
tures were read in portions; and the presbyter, or 
bishop, or two or three of the congregation who 
were endued with talents, spoke a word of exhorta- 
tion to the people agreeably to the scripture which 
had been read. Prayer from the heart, without a 
prompter, followed, to which the people replied 
with a loud and audible Amen. . He that led 
the worship prayed from hia heart, and out of 
its abundance. I have no doubt the Lord's 
Prayer always made a part of their public ser- 
vices. The Supper of the Lord- closed the devo- 
tions of his day. I think it was as constant as 
the return of that day, and every member of the 
Churches as constantly a participant. A friendly 
feast, or meal, called a(/ape, from the love and union 
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with which they kept it, served at once aa an op- 
portunity of ministering an act of charity to the 
poor, where all distinctions of rich and poor were 
laid aside, and no man took before others his own 
supper ; but all, with humble equality, acknowledged 
themselves members of the living head — Christ — 
and of one another." (P. 150.) 

"Then, also, I apprehend every man produced, ac- 
cording to his ability, weekly what he had laid by 
for charitable purposes, which formed a fund of 
oblations under the control of the Church, through 
the ministration of the bishop, presbyter, and dea- 
con, for all the various purposes of general good, 
such as purchasing the elements for the Lord's- 
supper; the provisions for the table of the aga'p(s; 
for the necessaries for the poor; the support of 
evangelists; the relief of the persecuted, and for 
the welfare of such Churches and persons whose 
indigence called for the help of their richer 
brethren. As yet, I can perceive no part of this 
fund appropriated to pay the salaries of any min- 
isters of the sanctuary, unless he came under the 
title of an itinerant evangelist; and being incapa- 
ble of providing his own maintenance, and wholly 
occupied in the gospel-work, was justly -entitled, as 
preaching the gospel, to live by the gospel. I very 
much doubt if the bishop, or presbyter, and deacons 
received any thing for their labors of love. I am 
persuaded they thought their work their beat 
wages." 

"Amidst the flames of persecution kindled with, 
and the corruptions and errors broached within, the 
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Ciiureh continued to raise her sacred head, encircled 
with glory, and to enlarge her borders farther and 
wider. After the departure of the great itinerant 
evangelists to their rest in glory, aTid ou the in- 
creasing extent of the Christian Church in every 
place, the desirableness of a skiiionary president 
seems to have introduced a change in the govern- 
ment of several evangelical cities and Chvirchea. 
The very learned Chancellor King endeavors to 
prove that in the largest cities there was but one 
Church and one Bishop. I have already given my 
reasons for differing from him, and for supposing 
the necessity of many honse-congregationa where 
the body of Christian professors was so great ; and 
as they sought to avoid obsorvatiou, and to attract, 
as little as possible, the attention of the rulers, they 
would not, assuredly, in such immense multitudes, 
have assembled in one place. That about the 
beginning of the second century a bishop ap- 
pears at the head of a presbytery, can hardly be 
doubted, and the name became appropriate to one, 
which before all the presbyters bad equally borne. 
Being now no longer under the superintending care 
of the great apostolic evangelists, who went about 
everywhere to establish, to preserve the unity of the 
Church, and be the cementing bond of the whole 
body, the several presbyters and Churches seem to 
have chosen one of their own body to supply the 
precedence these had before exercised. Whether 
the largest cities, as King argues, formed only one 
congregation, with many presbyters, or rather, as I 
think, consisted of many congregations, with pres- 
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byters in each of them, the whole secma now to 
have formed one hody under a euperintendent (or 
episeopus, overseer) chosen by themselves. Every 
Church exercised discipline over its own members, 
in which the whole assemblage of the faithful gave 
their suffrage. Their reverence for their pastors 
was great; but clerical dominion had, as yet, found 
no place." (P. 126.) 

Wo have a few more thoughts to add. It is my 
confirmed opinion that the apostles acted both as 
bishops and traveling superintendents in planting 
and watering, ruling and ordering the whole Con- 
nection; and that they did not ordain any local 
bishops, but that they ordained local deacons 
and elders. I feel satisfied we should do the 
same, I found my opinion on Acts xiv, 23: 
^'.And when they had ordained them elders in even/ 
Ohurch, and had fasted and prayed with them, they coni- 
mended them to the Lord." Titus i. 5: "For this 
cause left I thee in Crete, that thou should set in 
order things that are wanting, and ordain elders in 
every city, as I have appointed thee." That is, do 
what Paul has left undone. Mark! it was in the 
second visit that Paul and Barnahaa established 
order: and why was Timothy or Titus sent if elders 
could ordain eiders ? And why had the apostles to 
go or send, if it was not held as the divine right of 
the apostles to ordain? I shall not unchristian any 
Church or Churches that have the truth of the 
gospel and the power of God among them, as I 
have already said. 

The Presbyterian Churches, at the first, should 
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have established a moderate Episcopacy and apostolic 
form from whence they came — one from the high 
steeples of the Church of Home, and the other from 
the high steeples of the Church of England. An 
elective, easy government, and a travehng and local 
ministry, with a judicious discipline, would have 
been better than steeples, bells, schoola, colleges, 
and universities, to make men ministers whom the 
Lord never called. The ninth century appears to 
have been the time of midnight darkness. The 
light of the Reformation began to dawn in the 
eleventh and twelfth centuries. The lleformera 
were great men ; but such was the state of affairs, 
that no doubt there was yet rhuch darkness mingled 
with the light ; hence, it might he said, "All heads, 
and no heads." And I should be more afraid of a 
many-headed monster than of a single-headed ouo. 
You know that for four years past I have, with 
pleasure, resigned to you the presidency of the 
nine Annual Conferences. This has removed a 
great burden of care from me, and given me much 
ease. You have my letters addressed to you on the 
subject. It may be objected by some that our form 
of Church-government partakes too much of the 
government of the nation. It does not partake of 
its nature ; hut there are some simihtudea of form, 
but not of nature. The one is civil, the other 
spiritual, and entirely disunited. Our government 
being spiritual, one election to office is sufficient 
during life, unless in cases of debility, a voluntary 
resignation of the office, corruption in principle, 
or immorality in practice. 
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The great diversity of gifts, both among our travel- 
ing and locul mioistiy, aro happily diffused abroad 
by our mode of circulation, to the beneiit of hun- 
dreds and thousands. Many of our local ministers 
are men of approved abilities, with gi-ace and gifts 
worthy to fill any pulpit. Many of them travel 
hundreds of miles in the year; are gladly receiver], 
and readily employed to preach by their traveling 
brethren, and fool themselves at perfect ease, and 
completely at homo on the different circuits and at 
camp- meetings where they visit, having no fear they 
will be considered as intruders. 

Farther, it may be asked, Is it proper to have no 
learned men among ua? Answer — Men who are 
well-read I call learned men ; and we have men of 
learning among us, both traveling and local. Where 
are our young men who are bred to the law ? and 
Bome are doctors; and many others who are very 
studious and making great progress in Latin and 
Greek; and many have competent knowledge of 
the English language. Particularly, see in the 
British Connection such men as Doctors Coke and 
Clarke; a Benson, Crexghton, and others. And in 
many instances, men who profess the least know the 
most. 

A venerable German divine onco wrote in Latin 
to the English doctors; but he had to complain 
that they answered him in English. But you may 
say, "Would we not derive great advantages from 
reading the Scriptures in their original tongues, and 
judging of the correctness of the translations? 
Undoubtedly; but these advantages are in the 
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margins of tbe best editions of the Bible. As to 
our translation, it is, perbaps, one of tbe best and 
most correct upon earth. To attain to a proper 
knowledge of tbe etymology of all tbe words used, 
even in tbe Septuagint, I know not bow many 
languages you must know besides tbe Latin, Greeic, 
and Hebrew, If you suggest any thing more, I will 
maturely consider it. 

My dear Bishop ! it is the traveling apostolic 
order and ministry that is found in our very consti- 
tution. No man among us can locate without or- 
der, or forfeit bia official standing. I^o preacher la 
stationary more than two years; no Presiding Elder 
more than four years; and tbe constitution will re- 
move them ; and all are movable at the pleasure of 
tbe Superintendent whenever be may find it neces- 
sary for tbe good of the cause. It is tbe privilege 
of every traveling minister with us to say, "lam not 
obliged to serve you another year; I will speak to 
the Superintendent, who will not impose me on 
you a second year." "We must conclude that all the 
ancient, imperial, Latin, and Greek Churches were 
Episcopal from their foundation to this very day, 
though in a crooked, muddy succession; perhaps 
all cori'upted in ordinances, and many of them in 
doctrines; and, in too many instances, the vilest of 
men have filled tbe most sacred offices in tbe 
Church. Tbe lieformed English, Scotch, Banish, 
Swede, Episcopal Church, have all comipted their 
ways before tbe Lord. Let Presbyterians say and 
write what they may, as if Episcopacy never ex- 
isted, it must be granted that in the first, second. 
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and third centuries many of the Bishops were holy 
men, who traveled and labored in the ministry very 
extensively, not unlike their gmnd pattern, 8t. 
Paul, and the other holy apostolical men, of which 
we have good historical evidence — which is all the 
evidence that can now be given. To the people of 
onr day we give ocnlar demonstration ; and the 
generations to come may read onr Chnrch-recorda 
and Conference-journals, where they shall see what 
vast tracts of country we traveled over in visiting 
the nine Conferences annually. As to the-doetrines 
of the Reformation, we have said, in a second re- 
_formation they were the real gospel. They have been 
well introduced, and complete forms of Church- 
government established. Presbyterians and Inde- 
pendents were all formed about the sixteenth cen- 
tury. 

Pinally, farewell ia the Lord ! 

Tours, Frascis Asbury. 

Loncaater county, State of Pennsjlvania, Aug, 5, 1813. 

This "Valedictory" needs.no explanation nor 
apology, and is a proper ^?ia^e to the life of its great 
and good aiithor- 

His remains were interred in the family grave- 
yard of Mr. Arnold, at whose house he died ; hut ' 
at the request of the citizens of Baltimore, and by 
order of the ensuing General Conference, they were 
disinterred, removed to that city, and deposited in 
avault under the pulpitof the Eutaw Street Church, 
Baltimore. Very properly his honored remains, 
with those of Bishops Emory and Waugh, have 
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been traneferred to the beautiful Mount Olivet 
Cemetery, near the city. 

Bishop Asbury was born in England, Aug, 20, 
1745 ; entered the ministry at the age of seventeen ; 
came a missionary to America in 1771 ; was or- 
dained Bishop, Deo. 27, 1784 ; and died March 31, 
1816. Ho was the apostle of Methodism to Amer- 
ica, and a true scriptural itinerant Jiishop. Two 
millions of Methodists in America at the present 
revere bis memory, and thousands of millions in 
ages to oome will gi-atefully claim him as their spir- 
itual ancestor, and the great benefactor of our 
country and our race. May his successors in tho 
ministry and the Episcopacy imitate his purity,- 
zeal, and fidelity ; and the whole American family, 
however they may differ in other and less important 
respects, approve themselves as his spiritual chil- 
dren by maintaining the doctrines and discipline 
which he labored to estabUsb, and imitate tho ex- 
perimental and practical holiness he professed and 
exemplified ! 
15* 
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The second iel gated General Conference met in 
Baltunore, May 1, 1816. Out of one hundred and 
fifteen preachers elected by the nine Annual Con- 
fereneea, one hundred and six took their seats in 
this hody. The recent death of the senior Bishop, 



,1 Google 



BISHOP m'kehduee. 347 

80 long their revered and faithful leader, cast a 
gloom over the Conference as well as over the whole 
Church. Among their first acts was to make ar- 
rangements to remove his remains to the city of 
Baltimore, and to read his Valedictory Address. 
The address is stated hj Dr. Bangs to have been 
incomplete, being merely the heads of what he 
would have said more fully if his health had per- 
mitted, and was directed to the Conference, and 
must not be confounded with that to Bishop 
McKendree contained in the last chapter. In a few 
days, a vast concourse of the citizens of the city, 
with clergymen of other denominations, and the 
members of the General Conference, preceded hy 
Bishop McKendree, followed the corpse of Bishop 
Asbury from Light Street to the Eutaw Street 
Church, where, after a funeral-oration by Bishop 
McKendree, it was deposited aa already related. 
The death of Dr. Coke in 1814, and the loss of 
Bishop Aabury, had left the Church with only one 
surviving Bishop, and he was then in a feehle state 
of health, and suffering from severe pain as well »s 
general debility. Bishop McKendree was, however, 
able to preside in the organization of the body, and 
before it proceeded to its regular business, delivered 
an address "on the general state of the work, and 
the necessity of adding strength to the Episcopacy." 
This address, of which Dr. Bangs says he could not 
find a copy, waa as follows : 

Baltimore, May 1, 1816, 
To the General Conference : 

Deablt Beloved Bketiireh: — "We believe God's 
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design in raising up the preachers called Methodista 
in America, was to reform the continent by spread- 
ing scriptural holiness over these lands. The end 
is not fully accomplished ; therefore our mission is 
not out. But there is no reason to apprehend ..that 
the plan and means which have been adopted and 
so successfully pursued heretofore, are not fully 
calculated to accomplish the desired object. But, 
alas, our success of late falls far short of what we 
have had in former days ! According to the divine 
plan, the prosperity of the Church depends very 
much upon the spirit and conduct of the ministry. 
It is therefore proper at all times for the General 
Conference to pay particnlar attention to the state 
of the ministry and their charge, to remove hin- 
derances, and supply necessary means. To this end 
it may not be amiss for your Superintendents to 
suggest for your consideration subjects which ap- 
pear to them closely connected with your peace and 
prosperity. 

It is useless to have rules and regulations by 
which to govern the Church unless they are attended 
to, and it is ultimately with you, whose prerogative 
it is to form them, to see and know they are earned 
into effect. That the executive authority is con- 
ferred on the General Superintendents, is true ; but 
it is so fixed in order to constitute a proper medium 
through which to supply every part of this exten- 
sive work with the iiocessary wisdom and experience 
as it relates to gospel doctrines and discipline ; 
and at the same time to bring the whole adminis- 
tration tinder your inspection as General Super- 
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intendenta of the VYOrk. Therefore au effective 
General Superintend ency is essentially necessary. 
It is the center of union and harmony between the 
several members of the general body, and the only 
means the General Conference has to carry our 
economy into complete operation, and perpetuate 
the Episcopal government and the itinerant plan 
of preaching the gospel. But such is the manifest 
weakness of the Superin tendency at present, that it 
cannot fully discharge all the duties connected with 
this department. You will therefore feel the neces- 
sity of affording suitable aid, as you may think 
proper. 

It was the intention of your Superintendents ta 
have visited the Mississippi, conformably to the 
arrangements of the last General Conference; but 
the hostile disposition of the Indians, and the situ- 
ation of the country, in the opinion of judicious 
brethren, were such as to prevent them in the first 
instance, andBisbop Asbury's health in the second; 
so that they have done nothing in the formation of 
the contemplated Conference. That section of the 
work, therefore, remains as it was ; but those best 
acquainted with it are of opinion that it is essen- 
tially necessary to the prosperity of the work that 
the Superintendents should visit that section of the 
country. 

It is our misfortune, in some parts of the work, 
to have a ministry always in its infancy, and some- 
times very deficient in numbers in consequence of 
location ; while the hands of those who remain, and 
nobly refuse to leave the work, are made to hang 
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down by reason of the weight of family concerns. 
"What can be done to prevent the admission of such 
into the trayeling connection as feel themselvea at 
liberty to depart from it at pleasure, like men of 
the world, who change their pursiiite for their tem- 
poral interests? To rescue others from such family 
afflictions as might be removed consistently with 
the spirit of the gospel and our principles of gov- 
ernment, and at the same time not to impose im- 
proper or unnecessary burdens on the Church of 
God, is both a delicate and difficult undertaking ; 
yet it is presumed to be possible, if wisdom and 
prudence conduct the business, and would no doubt 
contribute much to the permanency and prosperity 
of the work and order established among us. And 
while making the necesssai-y provision for the 
needy, it may be very proper you should notice the 
mannerof circulating books among ourpeople, and 
guard against attempts, should they be made, to 
divert the course of our charitable institution to 
the personal interest of individuals, and to convert 
our worshiping assemblies into places of trafG.c, 

It is with regret that the Superintendents have 
to advise measures to stimulate the preachers to a 
more uniform attention to the duties of their sta- 
tion. It is presumable that so much more time than 
is necessary is taken up in going to and returning 
from the Annual Conferences, and in leaving their 
charges for other purposes in the course of the 
year, that some circuits lose one-fourth of their 
time, if not more, and thereby suffer an irreparable 
loss. 
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It is our professed buainess " to bring an many 
einnera as we can to repentance, and with all our 
power to build them up iu that holiness without 
which they cannot see the Lord." In making full 
proof of our call to this work, it is expected that 
we should visit from house to house, as well as 
preach the word publicly — to instruct the children, 
visit the fatherless and the widow in their aiSiction, 
and to enforce vigorously, but calmly, all the rules 
of the Society. Are these points properly attended 
to among us ? 

The management of this important work is with 
the Superintendents; and it is for the General 
Conference to know the state of affairs, in order to 
correct errors, and give tone to the Executive, when 
their aid is necessary in carrying the piau into com- 
plete effect. Therefore the whole is cheerfnlly sub- 
mitted to your inspection. 
I remain, as ever, your brother and fellow-laborer, 
"W. McKenorbb. 

The Committee on the "Episcopacy," appointed to 
consider that part of the address which referred to 
that subject, brought in a report recommending the 
election of two additional Bishops ; and on May 
14th, Enoch George, of the Baltimore Conference, 
and Robert Riehford Roberts, of Philadelphia, were 
duly elected — the former receiving fifty-seven, and 
the latter fifty-five votes, out of one hundred and 
six. 

Bishop George was a native of Eastern Virginia, 
about fifty yeai-s of age. He was converted under 
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the ministry of John Eaater; began to travel. and 
preach in 1789. After a few years he went, at the 
call of Bishop Asbury, to the Southern Conference, 
and labored in South Carolina and Georgia several 
years. His health failing, he returned to Virginia, 
and about 1800 entered the Baltimore Conference, 
where he filled various important appointments and 
Districts. He was a widower, with four children ; 
low of stature, but stoutly built. His features were 
grave, and expressive of strong emotions ; his eyes, 
small and deeply seated beneath an overhanging 
heavy brow, twinkled, or melted into tears, as the 
sentiments he uttered might demand ; and his voice 
thrilled or softened the hearts of his auditory, as he 
poured out his soul with a pathos the writer never 
heard excelled ; for he can never forget a sermon 
the Bishop preached in Tennessee at his first visit 
to that Conference in 1817. His text was: "And 
this is the victory that overcometh the world — even 
our faith." There was something in his manner of 
address, in the tones of his voice, the snbdued yet 
earnest and fervid spirit of the preacher, that 
affected the whole audience. He explained faith, 
and illustrated its victory by Bible incidents, in the 
most simple and appropriate style, and blended 
arguments with exhortation and appeals to the 
understanding with those to the heart, until the 
entire assembly seemed to be completely under the 
control of his holy eloquence. There was nothing 
boisterous in his voice ; no remarkable exhibition of 
intelligence : least of all was there any attempt at 
oratorical display. He was not a " son of thunder," 
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but of yearning pity and holy sympathy. He wept 
over sinners ; tears were constantly welling up in hia 
eyea, and without pausing he would slip a finger 
behind his spectacles and brush away the blinding 
tear, to be replaced by another at the very next sen- 
tence. Before my imagination, he seemed to be 
another John who had leaned on the bosom of 
Jesus, and returned from Patmos, where visions of 
heavenly brightness and fadeless beauty had en- 
tranced his mind and filled his soul with adoring 
love. I was young, and had just begun to preach. 
Since then I have heard many impressive sermons 
from the best preachers of the land: they have in- 
structed, charmed, and thrilled me, but I have never 
heard a man who so strongly wrought upon my 
feelings, and kept me bathed in tears from the be- 
ginning to the close of hia sermon. The image of 
that man of God, and the scenes of that hour, are 
still vividly fixed in my memory; and yet, with 
all his purity, bis zeal, and wonderful power 
over the heart, it cannot be said that he was well 
adapted to the duties of the Episcopal ofiiee. With- 
out professing to have a thorough personal acquaint- 
ance with him, the writer must be allowed to say 
that he was not remarkable for his knowledge of 
the polity of the Church : his very kindness of heart 
and love of peace inclined him to make concessions 
and compromises for the attainment of harmony 
which might have been vei-y prejudicial to the gen- 
eral interests of the Church if they had been 
adopted. He was deficient in the methodical 
arrangement of his plans, and too indifferent to th» 
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enforcement of rules of order, to make a superior 
presiding oiEcer. Id these respeeta he differed en- 
tirely from Bishop McKendree. During a little 
more than twelve j'ears he continued to perform 
the duties of his office. He was greatly revered 
and heloved for his many virtues, and his laborious 
and useful servieeB. No one ever questioned his 
piety or integrity. He was deeply pious, and of a 
most child-like and affectionate heart. He lived a 
toilsome and suffering life, and died rather suddenly 
at Staunton, Virginia, August 23, 1828, on his way 
to the Holeton Conference. Short aa was the warn- 
ing, he was found ready and willing to depart; 
shouting in hia last moments, "Glory, glory! — I 
shall soon be in gloiy ! " 

Bishop Eobertswas a native of Predcriek county, 
Maryland, and was born in 1778. His parents were 
in humble circumstances, having a family of thir- 
teen children, of whom he was the ninth. They 
were moral, and respected for their integrity ; and 
although inclined to the Episcopal Church, were 
not professors of rehgion. The literary advantages 
of the Bishop were therefore quite inconsiderable 
in early life, although hia parents seem to have 
appreciated the importance of an education, and 
gave him all the opportunities of mental culture 
which their moderate means and their locality ena- 
bled them to afford him. When he was about 
eight years of age, they removed from Maryland to 
Pennsylvania, and settled in a retired valley at the 
w^estern base of the Alleghany Mountains, in West^ 
moreland county. Amid the wild grandeur of their 
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QftW home, away from the bustle and fasMon of the 
w-^rld, he grew to manhood. Under the ministry 
of the Methodist traveling preachers, he, and his 
father's family generally, were converted, and joined 
the Church. Subsequently the family sought a 
residence in Shenango Valley, in the north-western 
corner of Pennsylvania, where an almost unbroken 
and uninhabited forest surrounded them. Soon, 
however, their backwoods section of country began 
to he filled up with hardy and industrious pioneers, 
and there he began his ministry. In 1802 he was 
admitted on trial in the Baltimore Conference, and 
appointed to Carlisle Circuit. It was the same 
year in which John A. Granade, Frederick Stier, 
Joseph Toy, "Wm. Eyiand, Thomas L. Douglass, 
George Dougherty, and Nathan Bangs entered the 
traveling connection. Alas, all of this list of 
noble spirits have passed away from earth ! But 
they all died in faith, and are united with the 
general assembly and Church of the first-born. 
Mr. Roberts married before he became a preacher, 
and his wife proved herself worthy of such a man. 
They never had any children. 

At the General Conference of 1808, in Baltimore, 
he appeared as a member, clad in backwoods style ; 
but such was the impression produced by his 
preaching, that at the solicitation of many of the 
most intelligent and prominent members of the 
Church, shortly after the close of the session, 
Bishop Ashury directed him to quit his work in 
the Western backwoods, and take charge of the 
Baltimore City Station. Thenceforth it is useless 
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to trace his course ; suffice it to say, he was always 
acceptable and useful, whether in the cities of Bal- 
timore and Philadelphia, or on the Schuylkill Dis- 
trict, as Presiding Elder; from which last-men- 
tioned work he was transferred by the vote of the 
General Conference of 1816 to the Episcopacy. 
The writer first saw Bishop Roberts at the Tennes- 
see Conference of 1817, held in Franklin, and 
heard him preach in the court-house on Heb. ii. 3. 
He was a large man, weighing 220 pounds. His 
whole pei-eon indicated him to be one of nature's 
noblemen. ' Ilia features were large, benignant, and 
intellectual. His head was of an uncommon size ; 
his forehead high and massive; his eyes blue or 
hazel-colored ; his manner of address always easy 
and graceful; his voice a deep bass, hut soft and 
musical. There was nothing constrained or unnatu- 
ral in its modulation, but it was an earnest and ani- 
mated conversational tone. "Wlien excited by 
"thoughts that burn," his majestic frame seemed 
to expand, his "mind-illumined face" glowed, and 
his voice would now swell like the notes of a bugle, 
and anon sink into the low and trembling tones of 
pity and persuasion ; and yet there were no abrupt 
or startling variations, but only such as harmonized 
with the theme, the words of the speaker, and the 
feelings of the audience. The art of oratory he 
never studied; and yet occasionally he almost 
reached the highest standard of that noblest of all 
arts. He practiced the art without knowing it; 
for nature and grace made him an orator. The 
writer remembers most distinctly two sermon* be 
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heard him deliver many years apart— the one in 
Franklin, Tennessee, alluded to already, the other 
in Hnntsville, Alabama. On the former occasion 
he held an immense audience as if spell-bound for 
more than an hour, while he portrayed the fearful 
consequences of neglecting the "great salvation." 
In that vast assembly there stood by the side of the 
writer a friend from Nashville, Mr. John Price, who 
having sought for mercy for months with deep con- 
trition and many tears, had almost sunk into despair. 
The writer and other young converts had labored 
in prayer and exhortation with him a good part of 
the previous night; the remainder of the night 
he had spent upon his knees alone in his room. 
He went with a heavy heart to the eoart-house to 
hear the Bishop, having refused all sustenance for 
many hours. But while the speaker was dwelling 
upon the greatness of the salvation tendered to 
penitent sinners on the condition of faith in Christ, 
my friend stood and listened as if transfixed and 
charmed. After a short but eventful mental strug- 
gle, the tears gushed from his eyes, a faint smile 
stole over his lately dejected countenance, and pres- 
ently he sunk down with the unutterable peace of 
a soul justified by faith. More than thirty years 
afterward, this friend of my early ministry was taken 
from a steam-boat descending the Mississippi River, 
and at midnight was left alone on a wharf-boat at 
Vicksburg. A drayman carried him to the hotel, 
which refused to admit him because he had the 
cholera; and before day, in an old unoccupied 
house, he breathed his bst. The black man who 
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carried him to that houae, and was the only hnraan 
companion in his last mortal etruggle, reported that 
he died {as he had lived) in the full triumpbe of 
"the great salvation." 

The other sermon allnded towaa preached by the 
Bishop in the Presbyterian Church of Huntsviile, 
Alabama, on Sabbath morning of the Conference. 
The text was, "Alleluia : for the Lord God omnip- 
otent reigneth." (Rev. xix. 6.) It was a glorious 
sermon — worthy of the man and the occasion, and 
as worthy of the theme as any I ever heard. 

It seems strange to many that mea, whose literary 
advantages have been so limited as Bishop Rob- 
erts's, should make such eminently popular and 
useful preachers. Such persons lose sight of the 
fact that Mr. Roberts, although only an English 
scholar, had a most vigorous mind— -read and 
studied much after he entered the ministry; was 
by nature a graceful and fluent speaker; and that 
in the itinerancy of the Methodist Church he 
enjoyed the privilege of graduating in one of the 
best schools for training young preachers, and mak- 
ing them "able ministers of the New Testament." 
!For surely, if success be a test of ability, they may 
claim rank with any in the world. 

Bishop Roberts was remarkable for modesty, 
humility, and simple dignity of manners. He was 
surprised at his own popularity as a preacher, and 
was humbled rather than elated by the discovery; 
and his election to the Episcopacy almost over- 
'whelmed him. He always shunned notoriety ; and, 
but for conscience' sake, would have retired to his 
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liuinlile eottage-horae, in the moat aeeludcd portion 
of Indiana, and spent hia life unnoticed and un- 
known. Never tave I known a man of a more un- 
affectedly humble and guileless heart, or one to 
whom strife and controversy seemed more repug- 
nant. And yet, although so mild and almost ap- 
parently timid when a sense of duty to the Church, 
to truth, or to the character of a brother required 
it, hia firmness and moral courage were equal to 
any emergency. 

He made an excellent Bishop. The only de- 
ficiencies under which he labored originated in hia 
size and his sympathies. Owing to his great weight 
he failed, on many occasions, to reach the Confer- 
ences at the proper time; and occasionally, to get to 
them at all. For, on account of the want of public 
conveyaneea, and the condition of the roads, es- 
pecially in the "West and South, be was obliged to 
travel on horseback; and no horse could be found 
capable of bearing him through his long tours. Nor 
were these long rides much less painful to himself. 

His sympathies were so strong that he could not 
always resist their influence, even although his 
judgment might demur; so that many a truant 
young preacher received a mild rebuke, who de- 
iierved a severe reprimand. He presided over the 
preachers in Conference like a father among his 
children; and no Bishop was ever more generally 
or deeply loved. His long and wearisome journeys, 
his exposure to every change of weather and 
climate for so many years, and the never-ending 
"care of all the Churches," which came upon 
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him daily, after twenty-seven years of faithful and 
acceptable service as an itinerant Bishop, broke 
down his vigorous constitution, and he died in the 
spring of 1843, His death was peaceful and rer 
signed; his work was done, and ho was ready to de- 
part and go to Christ. And rarely has so pure and 
lovely a spirit passed from earth to heaven. A few 
of his neighbors were present at his burial, who, 
having prepared for him a grave on hia own little 
farm, quietly laid him away to rest in one of the 
most sequestered places in the "West. 

Subsequently the Indiana Conference consented 
to the removal of his remains to Greencastle, the 
seat of the Indiana Asbury University ; and within 
the iucloBure of the college-grounds they now re- 
pose, awaiting the resurrection of the just. 

"What a rich legacy has the Methodist family, 
JTorth and South, in the character and labors of 
their early Bishops ! And while we should never 
be proud of our succession, we have certainly no 
reason to he ashamed of it. May it ever be so in 
every branch of our Methodism ! 

Such were the men who, by the vote of the Gen- 
eral Conference, were made joint Superintendents 
with Bishop McKendrcc. The field of their labor 
was also extended by the addition of the Missis- 
sippi and Missouri Conferences, making now eleven 
Conferences. 

Although the war between our country and Great 
Britain had been terminated by the Treaty of Ghent, 
signed December 24, 1814, yet the effects of thai 
struggle continued to be felt for some years after- 
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ward. The excitement of the war, and the demor- 
alization which always accompanies it, however, 
gi-fidiially gave way to a more healthy state of puh- 
lic feeling. But it is evident that from 1812 to 
1816 the Methodist Church wa3 leas siieeessfui 
in increasing her membership and ministry than 
during any other equal term before or since. 

The Journal of Bishop McKendree notices this 
fact in the following statement : 

"In 1812, we had 195,357 members, and 688 
traveling preachers. In 1816, there were 211,165 
members, and 695 preachers— giving an increase of 
15,808 members and but 7 preachers in four yeai-s." 

He proceeds to say: "At the close of the Gen- 
eral Conference, my health was so far recovered as 
to justify an attempt to resume my labors, especially 
as there were two Bishops added, who, I expected, 
would relieve me of a great part of the labor; but 
neither of them was acquainted with the general 
state of the Church, nor with tlio peculiarities and 
difficulties of the Episcopal duties. It was there- 
fore advised that they should attend the first three 
Conferences in company, in order to adjust their 
views and mode of presiding, so that they might 
administer harmoniously when separated. Bishop 
Roberts approved of the plan, and went with me." 
But, as it was thought to be neither necessary nor 
advisable for all the Bishops to attend each Annual 
Conference, they made a division of the work 
among themselves, " mutually agreeing to attend 
the Conferences alternately, thus changing their 
work every year; and for the Bishop, whose turn it 

VOL. 1,-16. 
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might be to attend a Conference, to l^e the respon- 
Biblo president of it; and the other Bishops, if- 
present, to be hia counaeSora. And, if they should 
not find it beat to attend as counselors, or aaaist- 
ants, for the time being, they were to employ the 
intervals in visiting the Churches," etc. Thus was 
begun the practice of dividing the work of superintend- 
ing the- Cmferenees by the Bishops themselves, and also 
of alternating— a method which, it ia hoped, will be 
perpetuated as most consistent with the genius of 
our Church-constitution, and best calculated to pro- 
mote union and perpetuate the itinerancy. 

■We quote again from the Bishop's Journal: 
"The Bishops are personally responsible for their 
moral conduct; but, as General Superintendents, 
they are jointly responsible for the administration 
of the discipline, or for the management of 'the 
spiritual and temporal business of the Church,'" 
■which is subject to their oversight. Conformably 
to this view, immediately after the General Con- 
ference adjourned, the Bishops met together to ar- 
range their plan of future operations. Bishop 
George proposed a division of the work into three 
Districts, each to take his part or lot. To this the 
senior Bishop objected, and proposed that as two 
were but just entering upon the important work, 
they should all go to .the Kow York and New 
England Conferences, see the state of things, har- 
monize their views and mode of transacting their 
official duties, in order to prevent a difference in 
their administrations when apart. Bishop Roberts 
acceded to the proposition, hut Bishop George had 
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business which called for his attention; nor could 
he aee it "necessary for three men to go and do 
one man's work." From the H"ew England Confer- 
ence Bishop Roberts, according to the plan pro- 
posed, was to return by Baltimore, take his family 
io the western country, and meet his colleagues at 
the Ohio Conference. From that point they were 
to commence their general plan of operation. Ac- 
cording to this arrangement, there was an ideal 
division of the work into three parts — the senior 
Bishop taking the first. Bishop George the second, 
and Bishop Eoberts the third. Each was bound to 
attend his allotted part; not, however, to the ex- 
clusion of the other two, who were at liberty to at- 
tend officially, if they could do so, or to visit the 
Churches as circumstances might direct. Bishop 
George fell in with the senior Bishop at the Gen- 
esee Conference, at Paris, N^ew York, July 17, 1816; 
thence they traveled together through Peunsylva^ 
nia, Virginia, and Ohio, to Louisville, Kentucky, 
the place of the Ohio Conference. Here they met 
with Bishop Roberts— all in good health, after long 
journeys in very hot weather. 

The Conference began on the 3d of September. 
It was a very sickly season, and many of the preach- 
ers sufi'ered. From this place the Bishops had to 
separate in order to organize the lately-constituted 
Missouri and Mississippi Conferences. The senior 
proposed to attend one, and his junior colleagues 
the other, with liberty to select which they would 
attend. But it did not suit Bishop George to at- 
tend either of the frontier Conferences. The senior 
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went to Misaouri, and Eialiop Roberts to Miasia- 
sippi, which made it necessary for the former to 
add to his travel about 1,500 miles, and the latter 
about 800. William McMahon consented, in Hiiah- 
vilie, to accompany Bishop Roberts to Mississippi, 
bat they were both taken aick. Bishop Roberts 
partially recovered, and, in a very feeble state of 
health, pursued his journey, accomplished his work, 
and returned safely. 

Bishop George went immediately to Georgia, and 
improved the time in visiting and preaching to his 
old acquaintances in those parts, and then accom- 
panied his elder colleague, whose course, according 
to the general plan, commenced with the South 
Carolina Conference. By this arrangement, the 
Mississippi Conference would have fallen to Bishop 
Roberts the following year, which would have im- 
posed too much riding and absence from his family 
upon him. To obviate the difficulty, the senior 
Bishop volunteered to serve it in his stead. "At 
the South Carolina Conference, held in Columbia, 
I accordingly fell in with Bishop George, when we 
had a profitable time with the preachers in Confer- 
ence, a pleasing account of the work in their re- 
spective charges, and an edifying time in the 
congi-egations. Bishop George continued with me 
the remaining Conferences of my work, and then 
entered upon his own course. But instead of I'e- 
laxing my labors, I continued with Bishop George 
to the Conferences in his division of the work, al- 
though I had attended them last year with Bishop 
Roberts." 
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For the present, leaving these laborious, faithful 
men to pursue their toilsome round of daty, let ua 
take a concise reviewof the condition of the Church 
and the acts of the General Conference. And the 
first thing which strikes our attention ia the absence 
of asperity and undue excitement, as evinced by 
the action of the Conference. That there was a 
difference of opinion, aa there always had been, in 
reference to certain measurea of polit)', there ia no 
doubt; but perhaps in no General Conference since 
1784 had there been more unanimity; so that the 
changes which were proposed in the important 
principles and mode of administration of the gov- 
ernment were rejected with increased majorities, 
except in reference to slavery, while the few c 
which were made on points of minor importance w 
evidently beneficial. Let us examine a few of them. 
The ratio of representation in the General Con- 
ference was altered from five to seven. 

The proviso at the close of the Restrictive Rules, 
which rendered, it necessary to obtain "the joint 
recommendation of all the Annual Conferences," 
to. enable the General Conference to change any 
part of the constitution of the Church, was stricken 
out, and "the concurrent recommendation of three- 
fourths of all the members of the several Annual 
Conferences who shall be present and vote on such 
recommendation," was substituted. 

A new clause was inserted in the Discipline, 
making it the duty of the Bishop to prescribe a 
course of reading and study to be pursued by can^ 
didates for the ministry. 
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Two new Conferences, as already stated, were 
added — viz., Miseouri and Miesisaippi. 
■ The annual salary of a traveling preacher was 
changed, in 1800, from sixty-four to eighty dollars; 
and in 1816, from eighty to one hundred dollars. 

Since 1808, each Annual Conference had been 
authorized "to make its own rules about buj-ing 
and selling slaves;" but in 1816, the General Con- 
ference resolved that "no slave-holder shall be eli- 
gible to any official station in our Church hereafter, 
where the laws of the State in which he lives will 
admit of emancipation, and permit the liberated 
slave to enjoy freedom." This was a decided ad- 
vance. 

Of course the vexed question as to the election of 
Presiding Elders came up at this Conference, as it 
had done before and continued to do for several 



"On the 7th of May, Samuel Merwin offered to 
amend the Discipline respecting the mode of ap- 
pointing Presiding Elders, so as to road, 

"'Ques. How shall the Presiding Elders be ap- 
pointed? 

" ^A7t3. At an early period of each Annual Con- 
ference, the Bishop shall nominate a pei-son for 
each District that is to be supplied; and the Con- 
ference, without debate, shall proceed to the choice, 
the person nominated being absent; and if the 
person nominated he not chosen according to nomi- 
nation, the Bishop shall nominate two others, one 
of whom it shall be the duty of the Conference to 
choose. 
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"'Ques. By whom shall the preachers be ap- 
pointed to their stations ? 

" 'Ans. By the Bishop, with the advice and con- 
sent of the Presiding Elders.' 

"Subsequently, Nathan Bangs offered to amend 
the first answer by appending the following words 
to it: 'And the Presiding Elder so elected and ap- 
pointed shall remain in office four years, nnlesa 
sooner dismissed by the mutual consent of the 
Bishop and the Conference, or unless he be elected 
to some other ofSco by the General Conference. 
But no Presiding Elder shall be removed from of- 
fice during the term of four years, without his con- 
sent, unless the reasons for such removal be stated 
to him in the presence of the Conference, who shall 
decide without debate on his case.' "* 

The whole question was lost by a vote of forty-two 
to sixty, showing an increased majority against the 
innovation. 

"We now resume the Journal of Bishop McKen- 
dree, beginning with his tour, in company with 
Bishop George, to the New England Conference. 

"On ourway to the New England Conference, at 
Concord, New Hampshire, which met on the 16th 
of May, 1817, we traveled two days in full view of 
the winter snow on the mountains in that State, 
while the people were planting corn at the foot of 
the niountain. 

"May 15th. — "We traveled through a fall of snow 
— the weather being so cold that some of our eom- 

*Life and Times of Josse Lee, p. 500. 
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pany, from the South, had their facea frost-bitten. 
From Concord we went to the New York Confer- 
ence, which wae held at Middlebury, Vermont, 
June 3, 181T. From the top of the mountain and 
highlands in Vermont wc saw an abundance of 
snow on the mountains in Canada. Our Confer- 
ence was received and treated in a respectful man- 
ner by the citizens of Middlebury, and the Lord 
made the preaching of his word by us a blessing to 
them. But the Congregational minister manifested 
stern opposition; however, we had an official in- 
vitation to preach and ordain in the Congregational 
meeting-house — it being the largest in the place. 
The court, then sitting, adjourned and attended; 
we had a large congregation. 

"In order to redeem rny pledge to attend the 
Mississippi Conference, in Bishop Roberts's place, 
I parted with Bishop George at Middlebury. At 
the head of Lake Ohamplain we tm-ned a little off 
the direct road, to view the British fleet which had 
been captured in the lalie by Commodore McDon- 
ough, September 11, 1814. We thence urged our 
way to New York and Philadelphia, visited the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland, and went across the 
bay to Baltimore. The excessive fatigue of riding 
on horseback induced me, while in Philadelphia, to 
purchase a light dearborn wagon, which met me at 
this. place. After a few days we set out again, and 
passed through Maryland and Pennsylvania, and 
crossed the Alleghany to Wheeling, Virginia. 
Thence, through Ohio and Kentucky, I went to 
my brother's, in Sumner county, Tennessee. Here 
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I met with my beloved friend, James Norton, who, 
at the South Carolina Conference of 1813, was ap- 
pointed to travel with me; but Bishop Asburj-'s 
aid having failed, I gave up Brother Norton to sup- 
ply hia place. At the General Conference of 1816, 
Brother Norton was a member, and seeing I was 
afflicted, oft'ered hia services as my traveling com- 
panion. The offer was thankfully accepted. We 
continued together until the fail, and then, to sup- 
pij' the deficiency of a preacher, and by his consent, 
he was appointed to Fountain Head Circuit. At his 
quarterly-meeting held for that circuit at Stephen- 
son's Meeting-house, October 4, 1817, he resumed 
his place as companion in travel. 

"As the road we were to take to Mississippi was 
not adapted to carriages, we sold our little wagon, 
and procured a pact-horse to carry our provisions 
through the Indian Nations. We left Fountain 
Head in good spirits. In Tranklin, Tennessee, 
Brother William McMahon and his wife joined us, 
on a visit to her father's, Judge Seth Lewis's, in 
Louisiana. We were blessed with very agreeable 
company. We traveled through heavy rains, and 
encountered high waters, not without some appre- 
hension from drunken Indians, but got through 
safely. Brother McMahon and his wife pursued 
their way to her father's, and we arrived in good 
time at Midway, where the Mississippi Conference 
began November 7, 1817. 

"The Conference was a very agreeable one; but 
the rains having continued, we found the water- 
courses very high. We set out, however, attended 
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by Thomas Griffin, who conducted na to Fort Clai- 
borne. The creeks and rivers overflowed; some- 
times, for miles, the country was inundated. 
Ferrymen took ua over the streams 'and through 
the woods as far as the boate could go, but occa- 
sionally we had to swim. Many were our difficul- 
ties before we reached Georgia. The most alarming 
were in crossing a creek in Alabama, and at the 
Chattahooche River, in the Creek Nation. A 
preacher from the South Carolina Conference, who 
came to meet and escort us, arrived at the ereek al- 
luded to in the evening, and finding it impassable, 
remained near, waiting for the water to subside. 
"We lay in the woods all night, left our camp-fire 
early, and arrived at the creek about nine o'clock in 
the morning, and found the water very high and 
the boat sunk. The fei-ryman, being stimulated, 
obtained additional aid, raised, and bailed, and 
calked the boat, and ventured to cross over to our 
side. "We got the horses on the boat, and off they 
puslied, rowing and bailing as hard as they could, 
with the water rising in the boat all the time. Our 
hopes and fears were nearly balanced. If the boat 
should sink, we were to swim. But the Bishop 
could not swim ; however, he could hold on to the 
tail of a horse and let him swim. So soon as the 
boat rested on the other shore, the water poured 
in at both ends, but men and horses hastened out 
while it was sinking. The next night we camped 
with a family moving to the West, who knew us. 
A hog was killed, and we were comfortably enter- 
tained, and had meeting with them. Another 
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night we camped with a number of families, and 
preached to them. Oar journey waa made more 
pleasant by falling in with a gentleman and hie 
servant, who were returning to Georgia WLt}i an 
empty wagon, for the remainder of his family and 
property. He generously consented to carry our 
provision for ourselves and our horses, and our 
horses as well as ourselves were thereby safe from 
starvation. 

"The Ohattahooehe is a considerable river where 
it runs through the Creek Nation. As a compen- 
sation, in part, for the privilege of having a road 
through the Nation from Georgia to Alabama, the 
United States supplied a good ferry-boat, a»d fixed 
a substantial rope across the river; but the late 
freshet had swept off tbe boat, and a very indiffer- 
ent one had been substituted — so light and narrow 
was it that travelers had to take their wagons over 
empty, with a wheel on each side in the water. It 
could carry over but two horses at a.time, and they 
mast stand lengthwise in the boat, and keep quiet. 
Thousands of movers were on the road; and many 
carriages and wagons were on the east side of the 
river, awaiting their turn to cross. As we were 
from the West, we had to wait no longer than the 
return of the boat. The first boat took in the two 
preachers — i. e., Bishop McKendree and Brother 
Norton — and their saddle-horses, one of which waa 
young and restive. After getting out some dis- 
tance from, the shore, by the bad management of a 
ferryman, the boat began to take in water, the fer- 
rymen became alarmed and let go their hold of the 
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rope, aod we were instantly floating down a deep 
and very rapid atreana, without oara or poles, and 
with nothing but a hand-spike or two on board. 
Finding our condition so dangerous, we endeavored 
to calm the agitation of the black ferrymen, who 
had been aubstituted for the regular Indian ferry- 
men; and encouraged by our composure and the' 
promise of a fee, we at laat effected a landing on the 
same side from which we had started, and about one 
hundred and fifty yarda below; but the feat was 
made with great difficult;', and at the only point 
where a landing was practicable. We succeeded in 
getting the boat back to the starting-place, and were 
finally put across the river after two hours of danger 
and detention. The bank was thronged with 
anxious apectators, who cordially welcomed us upon 
our safe arrival. 

"A part of the Creek Nation was then at war with 
our people, and killed one of General Jackson's 
soldiers upon one of the nighta we lay ont, and not 
far from us. We were informed of this fact by 
General Gaines, whom we met going into the Na- 
tion as we were leaving it. But the Lord helped 
and preserved us; and, after a toilsome and hazard- 
ous journey, wo safely arrived at our beloved friend 
and brother, Lucas's, in Sparta, Georgia." 

Let the reader pause and think of a tour from 
Vermont to Middle Tennessee; thence, on horse- 
back, through Indian tribes, to Louisiana; thence, 
amid drenching rains, over swollen streams, and 
through £C hostile band of Indians, to Georgia; and 
this performed by a man advanced in life and in- 
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firm in health; mi recolloct, this is but one of the 
many similar tonps which oiip Bishops tooli to carry 
out onr system of itinerant Genera] Snperintcnd- 
ency. Sach were the men, and sach the labors they 
endured for souls and for Christ's sake. 

His Journal proceeds : "At Sparta we were about 
sixty mdes from the place where the Conference 
was to meet; and, having some spare time before 
lis, I determined to rest and recruit my health and 
strength, while Brother Norton went to see his 
mother, after two years' absence. But the good 
people prevailed on me to be contented to rest the 
horses, while they took me to popular meetings on 
the two following Sabbaths. After having given 
the boraes nine days' rest, I set out with Brother 
Lewis Myers and visited Louisville, abont forty 
miles from the seat of the Conference, Savannah, 
and Charleston, and arrived at Augusta, Georgia^ 
the day before the Conference began,* making four 
hundred miles instead of forty. I had now visited 
the Mississippi Conference for Bishop Roberts, as I 
promised, intending, after our interview, to return 
and visit the Churches in Illinois, and be ready to 
take my course of work, commencing with the 
Ohio Conference. At the South Carolina Confer- 
ence we had to manage some of the most delicate 
and eventful business. Bishop Roberts's assistance 
was greatly needed, especially as it was his special 
charge, according to our division of the work. But 

*The Minutes atuw that this Conference was appointed to be 
held at Louisville, July 27, 1818, but it was held at Augusta. 
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the distance to the Conference was greater than he 
expected, and his horse failing, he did not arrive 
until the fifth day of the session. The important 
business was adjusted in a way satisfactory to 
Bishop fioherts; and we were well pleased at 
the result, which was peace and brotherly love. 
This was Bishop Eoherts's first visit; he knew 
neither the country nor the people, and therefore 
was desirous I should accompany him to liTorfork, 
to hold the Virginia Conference. But as this would 
add six hnndred miles' traveling to my already ex- 
cessive labors, I was not disposed to do so, and 
therefore took leave of him, and set out on my 
westward tour. But, reflecting on his situation— a 
stranger to the way and the people, his horse with 
a sore back, and having barely time to get to the 
Conference — after riding five miles I determined 
to return and accompany him, if he had not gone. 
I found him, and he was delighted. We started 
early next morning for Norfolk, Virginia. Our 
time on the trip was diligently improved, traveling 
from thirty to forty-five miles a day : rain did not 
stop us. Saturday we had our linen washed; Sab- 
bath preached ; and thus we pushed on, and got to 
Norfolk the day before the Conference opened. The 
back of the Bishop's horse was well, and the 
preachers and people were glad to see us. Here 
we unexpectedly met with Bishop George, in good 
health, with Dr. Phcebus and his family, from New 
York. The Doctor had been appointed a mission- 
ary to New Orleans, and was on his way there. The 
other Bishops had not been consulted in this ap- 
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pointmcnt. The Doctor was approved— the size 
and consequent expense of supporting his familj' 
being the only difiaculty. It was supposed that a 
thousand dollars would hardly support him, and 
he was then without money to hear his traveling 
expenses. Bishop George requested mo to under- 
take the management of this business, hut I de- 
clined; loaned the Bishop one hundred dollars, 
and bound myself to raise five hundred dollars in 
the West for the support of the miasion, if it 
should be carried into effect, provided mj colleagues 
would raise the balance. Dr. Phcebus was sent 
back to New York, aud the hundred dollars re- 
turned. The Conference closed with encouraging 
prospects, and the preachers parted in love. I parted 
with my colleagues, and set Out for the western coun- 
try, being about one hundred and 6% miles farther 
from my object than when I returned to Bishop 
Eoberts, in Georgia. I had tlie company of preach- 
ers from Norfolk to Lynchburg; but from there to 
Kentucky I traveled alone, leading my pack-horse 
all the way. About the last of March, or the 1st of 
April, I arrived sately at my brother's residence, 
in Sumner county, Tennessee. Having rested a few 
days, I took a young preacher with me, and re- 
sumed my plan of visiting the Churches upon our 
frontier work. We passed through the south-west 
corner of Kentucky; crossed the Ohio ItWer at 
Golconda; passed through the southern part of 
Illinois; crossed the Mississippi Elver at Cape 
Girardeau, visiting the frontier Churches in Mis- 
souri, and intending to see the Churches about 
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Boone'9 Lick, but eicknesa and high water induced 
me to stop with Brother Murphj. After a week's 
rest, I crossed the Merrimack and Missouri Kivers, 
and attended a camp-meeting between the Missouri 
and the Missisgippi Eivera, where I met Brother 
Walker, the Presiding Elder. Ilere we held a 
profitable camp-meeting, which is the third I have 
attended since I crossed the Mississippi Biver. I had 
the pleasure of meeting many of my friends from 
the old States, and of seeing the work of the Lord 
prospering in the new scttlemeats. "We then went 
to St. Louis; crossed the Mississippi; visited the 
Churches about Turkey Hill, Yineennes, the forks 
of White River, and the little towns on the way fo 
JeffersonviHe. Here wc crossed the Ohio to Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, where I had sent an appointment 
for preaching. They had made it a two-days' meet- 
ing. I was pleased. The congregation was very 
large, and the meeting good. The next appoint- 
ment was in Shelbyville, Kentucky, about thirty- 
miles distant. I'rom there I visited Frankfort, Lex- 
ington, and Maysville, in Kentucky, and as many 
congregations between them as I could. From 
Maysville I crossed over into Ohio, to West Union, 
Chillicothe, New Lancaster, Zaneaville, Barnesville, 
Mount Pleasant to Steubenville, August 7, 1818. 
From Middlebury, June 3, 1817, to this place, I 
have traveled over a very large tract of country : 
my rides have been excessively hard; mymiuisterial 
eei-vices in Conferences, camp and quarterly-meet- 
ings, added to visiting the Churches through the Dis- 
tricts and circuits, have been abundant, and I am 
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now feeling the effects iu a manner heretofore un- 
known to me, and, instead of relaxation, my work 
is rather more rigorous. Here, according to our 
division, my course begins, and terminates a.t the 
Mississippi Conference. 

"The preachers met, and the Ohio Conference 
commenced its session at Steubenvilie, August 7, 
1818. All the Bishops were present, in health, and 
bore their part in the labors of the Conference. 
Joshua Soule, our Book Agent from New York, 
attended. Our business was conducted in an or- 
derly and proper manner. 

"At the close of this Conference, my strength was 
so exhausted that some of the preachers, especially 
Bishop Ttoherta and Brother Soule, objected to my 
attempting to pursue my plan of Conference visita- 
tion, but having lately visited the Missouri Confer- 
ence extensively, and the preachers having volun- 
tarily changed the seat of their Conference from 
Mount Zion Meeting-house, in Murphy's settle- 
ment, to a meeting-house in the forks of White 
River, Indiana, which saved several hundred miles 
riding, I concluded to proceed. I would gladly 
have accepted a substitute for the Mississippi Con- 
ference, but the others were conveniently situated. 
Bishop Roberts offered his services for the Missis- 
sippi Conference, but I thought his long absence 
from his family was a sufficient reason for me to 
decline his generous ofier. 

"I sustained the journey and the business of the 
Missouri and Tennessee Conferences much better 
than I expected. At the latter our spirit was 
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troubled, and liiirmonj interrupted by the conflict- 
ing subject of slavery." 

The Tennessee Conference, which began Oct. 
1, 1818, in Kashville, marks the time of the writer's 
acquaintance with Bishop McKcndrco, and of his 
admiaaion on trial aa a traveling preacher. He had 
attended the previous session of the Conference in 
jFranklin, and had traveled the iJ'ashville Circuit 
the past year, under the employment of Thos. L. 
Douglaes, the Presiding Elder of the District — his 
colleague being Miles Harper. I^ashville was then 
in the circuit, and as the Conference was held in 
his work, it afforded him an opportunity of becom- 
ing acquainted with all the preachers. Bishop 
McKendree was the only Bishop present, and was 
greatly admired and loved. The Conference held 
it8 session in an office or session-room near the old 
Presbyterian Church. It was' hot the custom then 
to let anybody into the Conference-room except the 
members. I remember there was "trouble" and 
want of "harmony" at that session, for as I and 
many others hung about the premises, we often saw 
the members come out of the Conference-room with 
a sad countenance, and when they would meet a 
confidential friend, a suppressed but earnest and 
sad conversation would take place, which indicated 
anxiety and sorrow. No one owning slaves could 
be admitted unless upon a promise to emancipate 
them. This was adopted as a rule of action "by a 
large party in the Conference, although it could 
not always be carried into effect. But in most 
cases it was. Dr. Gilbert D. Taylor, a man in every 
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respect eminently worthy, was refused admission 
because he owned slaves, although he avowed his 
purpose to set them free— a purpose which he 
eftected by taking them to the State of Pennsylva- 
nia, after having in vain memorialized the States 
of Tennessee and Alabama to allow him to emanci- 
pate them. Alas for his slavcB! Their freedom 
Was their misfortune. 

But let us tbllow the Bishop. " From this Con- 
ference I took John Seaton and Benj. Edge with 
me for the Mississippi Conference, and set out in 
good spirits. Being indisposed, and intending to 
take Carroll's road, we stopped at the fork to spend 
the night, but learning we must go seven miles 
farther, or lie in the woods the next night, we 
went forward. I became very much exhausted, and 
a little before we reached the stand I received a very 
umomrrwn shock. My whole .system was affected, 
and especially my head. I avoided falling from my 
horse by easing myself off. After resting on the 
grass awhile, I mounted, and went slowly to the 
Indian house where I expected to stay all night 
From this place we went by short stages to the 
house of Brother !Ford, where the Conference was 
held. On the first day of the session, October 29, 
1818, I presided, but was exceedingly debilitated — 
owing mainly to my attack, and partly to the error 
I committed in having blood taken, and using an 
emetic. The second day, the little Conference of 
ten members met in my room. I was in bed, but 
the president ^ro tern, sat near my bedside, and the 
8 of Conference was done properly. It was 
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a eamp-meeting Conference, and on the Sabbath 
there was preaching on the camp-ground. I was 
taken in a carriage to the camp-ground, and lay on 
a bed near the stand during preachings having 
been assisted to the place, and supported by two 
preachers while performing the ordination. I was 
taken back immediately by my kind and attentive 
physician to the house of Brother I'ord. Monday 
morning the preachers met, received their appoint- 
ments, and took an afEcctionato leave of each other 
—except Thomas Griffin, John Lane, and Benj. 
Edge, who waited a few days to see the progress of 
my complaint. After I had endured the third slwck, 
the doctor said I must not move shortly. Seaton 
went to his circuit, Edge stayed with me, and 
Brother Lane was to prepare the Minutes, and take 
them to Conference in South Carolina to Bishop 
Roberts. 

"A few days decided my situation. I could not 
move. Brother Lane left me, but with one of the 
kindest families to be found. Every mark of atten- 
tion was shown me, insomuch Iwas humbled under 
a sense of obligation to the whole family. Sister 
Ford was a mother indeed to me, and her daughters 
were nursing sisters. A colored lad voluntarily 
took to nursing mo. He would lie by my bed at 
night, and wake up at the slightest noise, and was 
in every way the moat attentive boy I ever saw. 
Brother Edge had been sent to a circuit, but left it 
to attend to me. 

"Some time in February I ventured to move, 
and by short stages reached Colonel Richardson's ; 
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was comfortably entertained there and at Brother 
"Winans's, and especially at Judge McGehee'a. In 
Mareh, accompanied bjBrotherWinana, I ventured 
to visit New Orleans, to see the infant Church or 
mission there, and returned to my asylum in Wil- 
kinson county. The physician advised his patient 
to leave that country before summer. For this pur- 
pose my esteemed friend, Judge McGehee, pre- 
sented me with a light Jersey wagon, which was 
generously stored with provisions ; and, accompa- 
nied by John Lane and Benj. Edge, I left the State 
about the middle of April.* I think it was about 

■* The following note, in the Bishop's own hand-writing, has 
reforenoe to this period of hia life, and evinces hia candor and 
humility. It shows, too, that it is possible to employ our time 
and talents faithfully and zealously in the work of God, and yet 
be BO oppressed and harassed with the details of Church-businese, 
and the anxieties oonaeoted with a highly responsible position in 
the Church, as to suffer loss in spirituality— so true is it that 
there is no substitute, not even working for Christ and his Churoh, 
which supersedes the absolute necessity of prayer, wateh fulness, 
and daily oommunion with God through the Holy Comforter: in 
a word, a daily sense of personal religious fellowship with Christ 
must be mmntained by all preachers and bishops, as well as pri- 
vate Christians, no matter how conscientiously in other respects 
they may give themselves to his work, in order to have the witness 
of their aocepfanoe with God. So then we may decline in love 
and joy in. the midst ot tl e hirleat labo and greatest s r h e> 
¥ea, we may give ou bid a to I e 1 urned an 1 yet s ch zeal w 11 
not do without love t God Tl e B sh ]. s y 

"During this afflict on I was 1 r ^ht to esan n nv 1 fo n 
relation, to eternity liaer than I had done when n the enjoy 
ment of health. 'The spir tual a d temporal lu ess of tie 
Church' has become so c n pi atet s; ad out over bo va t a 
territory, .ind involve n re ] > a 1 iel oat ofli I 
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ten days after we entered the Choctaw IN'atioii that 
we crossed the Tennessee River. The stands wero 
'few and far between;' and as we traveled too 
slowly to reach them, we lodged in the woods, stop- 
ping as weariness dictated. I think we camped out 
eight nights, but received no injury from it — indeed, 
the trip rather improved my health. The weather, 
however, was favorable, and we reached my brother's 
in Tennessee safely. 

"After resting a few weeks with my brother, I 
set out with Brother W. McMahon aud wife for the 
Harrodsburg Springs, in Kentucky ; lodged with 
Brother Head, (then a warm friend of ours, but 
turned against ns since ;) here I was comforted, and 
the water benefited me. Assisted from place to 
place, I visited my old friends, preached at times, 
attended camp-meetings, and got to the Ohio Con- 
acts, that I have teen almost coDStantly montallj employed, and 
frequently greatly perplexed and distressed in its management. 
In this examination, relative to the discharge of my daties toward 
my fellow-creatures, as a man, a Christian minister, and an officer 
of the Church, I stood approved hy my own conscience; but in 
relation to my Redeemer and Saviour, the result was different. 
My returns of gratitude and loving ohedience bear no proportion 
to my obligations for redeeming, preserving, and supporting me 
through the vicissitudes of life from infancy to old age. The 
coldness of my love to Him 'who first loved wo,' and has done so 
much for me, overwhelmed and confused me ; and to complete 
my unworthy character, I had not only neglected to improve the 
grace given (o the est at f my privilege and duty, hut for want 
of that impn en ent, 1 ad wh lo abounding in perplexing care 
and labor, decl ned f n li t love and «eal. I was confounded: 
humbled mys If pi ed u cy, and renewed ray covenant to 
strive and dev te m-^ if n ervadly to tlio Lord." 
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ference, in Cineiniiati, August 7, 1819. Bishop 
George arrived in good health, and the preachers 
were well and in good spirits. 

"From the Ohio Conference I retnrned through 
Kentucky by slow and short moveinenta to Foun- 
tain Head, in Tennessee. There Andrew Monroe, 
a representative to the ensuing General Conference, 
came to my assistance, and kindly consented to 
continue with me on my trip to Baltimore. "We 
arrived in Georgetown, D, C, before the Baltimore 
Conference adjourned. It began March 8, 1820. 
The brethren received us with lively expressions 
of gratitude to God for the preservation of my 
life." * 

"We have already seen that Bishop McKendree, 
while be was ill in Mississippi, sent the Minutes of 
the Conference fay Brother Lane, to meet Bishop 
Roberts at the South Carolina Conference. Brother 



* The Rev. Andrew Monroe, who is still an effective and usefu! 
traveling prenuher in the Missouri Conference, has kindly fur- 
nished an interesting account of this trip of a thousand (niles. 
A part of this contribution is vranting; but we learn the Bishop, 
although very afflicted and feeble, went on horseback from Ten- 
nessee to Lynchburg, where his friends prevailed on him to go 
the remainder of the route to Georgetown, D. C, in a little cai- 
riage. Brother Monroe was delighted and edified with the con- 
versation and example of his suffering and heroic companion, 
and warmly eulogizes his character na, a gentleman, a devout 
Christian, a wise man, and a model Bishop. The Bishop devotee 
a few words only to thia long and toilsome journey. It is regret- 
ted that the narrative of Mr. Monroe cannot be had, as the frag- 
ment of it contains some striking illustrations of the Bishop's 
character and manner of lift. 
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Griffin also wrote to Bishop Eoberts, informing him 
of the extreme prostration of Bishop McKendree. 
The following letter from Bishop Roberta will be 
read with interest, not only because of the fraternal 
love it breathes, but also because very little of the 
composition of that excellent man has been pre- 
served : 

Camden, 8. C, "Deo. 30, 1818. 

Deae Bishop MoEendrbb : — "With mingled emo- 
tions of sorrow and joy I received the information 
communicated by Brother Griffin's letter — sorrow 
to hear you are pressed down with a weight of 
afflictions so that you could not be present at this 
Conference, and joy to find from the same letter 
that you are on the recovery. O may the great 
Head of the Church shortly restore you to health, 
that you may go in and out before bis people for 
many years ! 

Our Conference commenced at the time ap- 
pointed. The members were generally present, 
and did their business with considerable dispatch. 
Thirteen were admitted on trial as candidates for 
the traveling ministry. Three of the number ad.t 
mitted last year were found to be incompetent, and 
were dropped ; one departed this life — namely, Ab- 
salom W. Phillips; and fourteen have located. So 
we have but a partial supply for the present year; 
but partial as it is, we have thought proper to send 
one (Alexander Talley) as a missionary to Alabama. 

I have just received a letter from Brother Mark 
Moore, our missionary in New Orleans. He writes 
me that prospects are flattering. I have put three 
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hundred and fifty dollars in the hands of Brother 
Lane, to be applied to the support of that mission. 
Brother Lane tells rae it is likely to be a very ex- 
pensive one; but we must support it as well as we 
can. Any money I may collect for it, as I go ou to 
the East, I will place in the hands of the Book 
Agents, and take a draft for the Presiding Elder of 
the Natchez District, who, I understand, is one of 
the committee to superintend the INew Orleans 
Mission. 

There were several letters in the post-ofiico here 
directed to you. I opened them ail, and found 
they were mostly on business relating to the Con- 
ference. But three of them were from Ohio — one 
from David Young, another from James Qninn, and 
the other from Moses Crume. There is a great 
work of religion in Brother Grume's District; and 
in the upper part of the State, with the exception 
of some parts of Brother Finiey'a District, ail 
things seem to continue as they were. 

There is a good work going on in some parts of 
the Virginia and Baltimore Conferences. 

In this Conference, the increase of whites, last 
year, docs not exceed two hundred; and I think 
there is a decrease, taking the white and colored 
together. The Conference was, however, rich in 
funds, and able to pay off all demands against it. 

My sheet is nearly full, and it is now past mid- 
night; so I must close. My health is good, ray 
mind tranquil, and, I trust, my heai't fixed to do the 
will of God. 

Tours affectionately, R. R. Egberts. 

vol,. I.— 17. 
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Although Bishop McKcndree had generously de- 
termined to make the tour to the Miseiseippi Con- 
ference, which resulted so disastrously to hia health, 
rather than suffer Bishop Koberts to be so long from 
his family, yet Bishop Roberts, with ecLual unself- 
ishness, was willing and ready to undertake it. 
The following letter was written after the interview 
between them, in which the senior Bishop had vol- 
unteered to do this work, and some time before he 
had started on his journey: 

SteubenTille, Ohio, ^ugust 11, 1818. 

Dear Bishop McKbndreb: — May grace, mercy, 
and peace be multiplied to you, and every gospel 
blessing be yours, in time and eternity! 

The reason of my troubling you with these few 
lines, is to let you know that the thought of your 
going to the Mississippi Conference this fall afflicts 
my mind. If you say the word, I am still willing 
to go for you; and if you go yourself, and the jour- 
ney be too great for you, and any thing disagreea- 
ble should occur, these lines will bear me witness 
that I am not the cause, and keep my conscience 
and character clear. I remain, as ever, yours in 
the bonds of the gospel, E. R. Roberts. 

Surprise has often been expressed at the good 
judgment manifested by Bishops Asbury and 
McKendree in the appointment of the preachers 
to their work; but while we give them credit for 
great sagacity in discerning the characters of men, 
and in adapting the workmen to the work, it should 
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be remembered that they visited the whole work 
annually, and that consequently they never lost 
sight of a preacher. The following memorandum 
found among Bishop McKendree'a papers, may 
serve to explain this matter: 

"The characteristics of the persons admitted on 
trial in the Ohio Conference, A.D. 1818: 

"Samuel Adams — Married; a man of talents, 
though much cannot be expected from him, because 
of age and family. 

"James Smith— Single, young, pious, moderate 
abilities. 

"Charles Elliott— Single, young, .good acquired 
abilities. He is a mathematician, a Greek and 
Latin scholar, also has a considerable knowledge 
of Hebrew. 

"G-. R. Jones — Middle-aged, married, though 
prepared to travel a length of time — his usefulness 
promising. 

"L. Swormstedt — Single, about nineteen years of 
age, has more than ordinary abilities, baa been gen- 
teelly raised, is pious and diligent in his studies. 
He promises great usefulness. 

"A. W. Elliott — Married, aged about thirty years, 
has a family of seven children, cannot go far from 
home, has useful abilities — a son of thunder." 

The Journal and the letters of Bishop McKen- 
dree show the high estimation in which this saga- 
cious and good man held the talents and character 
of the late Bishop Emory, while he was yet com- 
paratively young and unknown, and the strong 
mutual attachment which existed between them. 
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John Emory waa born on the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland, in 1789. Hia parents were intelligent, 
highly respected, and pious. Hia early indications 
of nnuaual mental activity, and of strong convic- 
tions of moral obligation, induced his father to 
give him a collegiate education. Following the 
wish of hia father, and the natural bent of his own 
mind, he became a student of law in 1805; and he 
embraced religion the year following. Shortly af- 
terward (in 1807) he was licensed as a local preacher, 
yet pursued his legal studies, and became a prac- 
ticing attorney. But in 1810, he resolved to aban- 
don the law and give himself wholly to the work of 
the itinerant ministry. Providentially, about this 
time he met with Bishop McKendree, "aeeompa- 
nied him to Virginia, and thence back to the Phila- 
delphia Conference." At this Conference, (the 
venerable Asbury presiding,) Mr. Emory, then just 
twenty-one years of age, was received on trial. 

It was thus the intimacy and attachment began 
between Bishop McKendree and Bishop Emory. 
What a blessing it was that the young Timothy had 
the privilege of associating with such a Paul in the 
beginning of his' itinerant career ! How invaluable 
to him was such an example of piety, prudence, 
and fidelity? The impression seems to have been 
indelible. 

In 1817, Mr. Emory waa aeleeted by the Bishop 
as hie traveling companion, on a tour of the conti- 
nent; hut, on account of the unwillingness of hia 
charge to give up their pastor, the Bishop consented 
for him to return, after having had his company 
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through the Northern and Eastern Conferences. 
Having been stationed the two preceding years in 
■Washington City, he was elected a delegate to the 
General Conference of 1820. It will be seen that 
in this body he dissented from the views of the 
Bishop and the majority upon the Presiding-elder 
question; and although, in the general excitement 
which grew out of the proceedings upon this sub- 
ject, a degree of coolness occurred between him 
and his old friend, yet he was appointed unani- 
mously by the Bishops a delegate from the Ameri- 
can Genera! Conference to the British Conference. 
Having acquitted himself most honorably, both to 
himself and the body he represented, in adjusting 
the difficulties which had sprung up between these 
two great divisions of the Wealeyan family in refer- 
ence to Canada, and having impressed our trans- 
atlantic brethren very favorably, he soon returned 
to the United States, and resumed his labors as a 
traveling preacher. 

The following letter shows the cordial correspond- 
ence which was kept up between Mr. Emory and 
the Bishop, and is in reply to one he had just re- 
ceived from the Bishop. It awakens some pleasant 
and melancholy reminiscences : 

AVashiDgton, April 29, 1819. 

Eev. and Dear Sir :— Your favor of the 5th of 
October last, from Kashville, was duly received 
and would have been long since answered if I had 
known where to address you. 

It was with much concern that I heard of the 
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arduous and dangerous journey wMeli you then 
meditated, notwithstanding your infirmities, the 
effect of -which we were hut too sensihly apprised 
of by your absence from our late Conference. I was 
not present when Bishop Roberts informed the 
Conference of the cause of your absence, (not hav- 
ing then arrived,) but he had the goodness, after- 
ward, to show me your letter to hira, from which it 
afibrds me much satisfaction to learn that you had 
BO far recovered as to be able to ride. That you 
may be speedily restored and permitted to visit us 
again, is not only my prayer, but I doubt not of 
many in this part of your extensive charge. 

Our Annual Conference, on the whole, was an 
agi'ceable one. The increase in our numbers was 
said to be about two thousand. In this station (in 
which I am continued) I think our prospect is still 
pleasing. The congregation is large, respectable, 
and seriously attentive, and our numbers have in- 
creased from 133 (the number returned by Brother 
BuTch) to over 170 whites, and 48 or 50 colored. 
Brother Eoszel is our Presiding Elder — we being 
now attached to the Baltimore District; Brother 
John Davis, in Georgetown; Monroe, at the Navy- 
yard, and J. Wells in Alexandria. 

It will give me much pleasure to hear from you, 
if you can, at any time, find leisure enough to write 
me a few lines, if it be only to inform me how and 
where you are. 

My wife, although not personally acquainted with 
you, yet begs me to assure you of her affectionate 
regards, of which, I must tell you, she has given a 
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mother's proof in expressing a pat-ticular wish that 
you should have baptized our little son had you 
been at our Conference, as was expected. She calls 
him John; he is now eight weeks old. My Robert, 
who is a well-grown, hearty boy, is not now with 
me, but I expect to have him this summer. Pardon 
me, sir, for this family digression. A stranger 
might think Iwas forgetting myself in writing thus 
to j'ou, but you will not 

We hope for an interest in your prayers, and be 
assured I remain, as ever, respectfully and affection- 
ately your son in the gospel, J. Emoey. 

P. S. The Baltimore Conference has authorized 
the publication of Bishop Ashury's Life, if approved 
of by the committee, of which I have the honor to 
he one. Dr. Jennings gives us hope of having the 
manuscript soon. They have also authorized the 
publication of Bishop Ashury's Journah 

The difference in opinion between the Bishop 
and Dr. Emory alluded to, as it involved no loss of 
confidence in each other's integrity, was not per- 
mitted to quench their esteem or affection. Its ef- 
fects were temporary. Upon the first opportunity 
that presented itself after his return from England, 
an interview between them toolc place, in which 
they interchanged sentiments on the Presiding- 
elder question. On the next day, Bishop McKen- 
dree sent him the following note : 



Sliarpsburg, July 13, 1822. 
Dear Brother : — The friendly conversation which 
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you introduced yesterday had for its object the per- 
petuation of that confidence and harmony hy which 
we have been so long united, and was therefore 
pieasing to me. I am cordially disposed to meet 
your advances in the accomplishment of so desir- 
able an object. Ifothing short of sin gives me so 
much pain as to see and feel a declension in 
Christian fellowship. Situated as we are, to under- 
stand each other is of vital importance. For this 
purpose, your attention is invited to the following 
.particulars, in order to know whether I understand 
you coii'eotly ; and if not, I hope you will correct 
me: 

1. I understood you to say, in different parts of 
our conversation, "It is to be presumed that the 
General Conference will not knowingly pass an 
unconstitutional law." 

2. "That the Bishops have no right to decide 
against the deeisiona of the General Conference: 
therefore, if all the Bishops believe an act of the 
General Conference to be unconstitutional, they are 
boand to submit to the superior judgment of the 
General Conference, and carry the act or resolution 
into effect." 

3. A decision on the constitutionality of an act, 
and carrying the resolution into effect, have ex- 
clusive reference to the understanding and judg- 
ment of the executive — conscience has nothing to 
do with it, 

Are the following sentiments (being those the 
Bishop had expressed) correct? If not, please to 
point out the errors : 
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1. "The executive authoritj, or the power by 
Which the Bishops are enabled to cmersa the spiritiial 
and temporal business of our Ohnreh, consists iu 
the power of appointing and controlling the preach- 
ers, especially the Presiding Elders." 

2. The suspended resolutions transfer the power 
oi oonstitntingth.Presiding Elders from thcBishopa 
to the Annual Conferences, and invest them with 
executive authority. 

^ A direct and plain answer will oblige your old 

sincere, and aggrieved friend, W. MoKraMBB. ' 

P. S. The above is intended in perfect accordance 

with the principles of confidence and brotherly 

ahle to find Dr Emory', reply to these questions, 
wliich was doubtless alilte honorable to his head 
and his heart. Wc know, however, that without a 
disavowal on the part of either of thom of the senti 
ments they had entertained, their former intimacy 
was renewed, and that their mutual esteem con- 
tinued to the end of their lives. Perhaps the crisis 
which had then arrived iu the history of the Church 
and which tested the fealty of her sons, hastened a 
reunion which had never extended to a loss of es- 
teem In that struggle which was, even in 1822 
already beginning. Dr. Emory, with many others,' 
who had differed with Bishop McKendree and the 
majority in 1820, was found doing yaliant and ef- 
fective service by the side of the faithful old Bishop 
in endeavoring to preserve the Church they loved 
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from the evils of Radicalism. The writer can never 
forget the effect produced upon the General Con- 
ference and an immense number of spectatora by 
the reading of his report, as chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Lay Representation, at the session of 
1828. . It was a masterly and overwhelming de- 
fense of our economy. Indeed, so clear, so strong, 
and yet so kind and conciliatory was it, that the 
Eev. Asa Shinn, oue of the leaders of the Reform- 
ers, rose immediately after Dr: Emory had closed, 
and moved its adoption, and the printing of five 
thousand copies. It is due also to others to say, 
that many of those who, with Br. Emory, had 
favored the adoption of the suspended resolutions, 
were, like him, found to be faithfal and true to the 
Church in the day of her trial. And, in the lan- 
guage of his biographer — hia own worthy and 
lamented son — "'When, in 1832, Bishop McKen- 
dree, then rapidly hastening to the termination of 
his long and honorable career, learned that Mr. 
Emory had been elected as his colleague in the Epis- 
copate, he sent for him to come to his lodgings; and, 
as he entered the room, the venerable man, rising to 
meet him, exclaimed, 'Bishop Emory — John Em- 
ory — come to my arms !' and, with an affectionate 
embrace, welcomed him to his new office." 

Bishop McKendree did not confound the advo- 
cates of the suspended resolutions with Radicals; 
and it were unjust to do so. 

Br. Emory, although not a member of the Gen- 
eral Conference of 1824, was its Secretary, and was 
elected Book Agent — a post which he filled with 
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diatiugaislied sueceas until be was made Bishop in 
1832. 

Altliougli but pai-tially known at tbe Soutb — hav- 
ing made but one tour of the Southern Conferences — 
yet 8uch was the high estimate of his character 
that several literary institutions in this section of 
the country bear his name, and many a sympathiz- 
ing heart mourned over his untimely death. In- 
deed, such was the infiuence which he seemed 
likely to obtain over the whole Church, that it haa 
often been said, If Bishop Emory and Dr. Fisk had 
lived until 1844, the separation of the Church might 
not then have occurred. 



,1 Google 



LIFE AND TIMES Or 



CHAPTER XIV. 



GeDeral Conference of 1820— AddresM of Bisbop McKendree— 
Authorized to trayel at hia discretion — A Bishop to he elected 
— J. Soule elected — Presiding-elder question — Positions of 
the Bishops — "Compromise" or "peace measure" — Soule 
desires leave to decline — McKendree'a statement — Facts — Pow- 
ers of General and Annujil Conferences and Bishops — Soule's 
letter — Bishops confer — Prepare to ordain Soille — The resolu- 
tions suspended — Bishop McKendree's appeal to the Annual 
Conferences — Precedent for it — Soule declines — His reasons — 
The other Bishops to do the work nest four yeai's — Bishop Mo- 
Kendree trouhled, but resolves to do what he can — Gets to 
Tennessee Conference. 

The General Conference which met in Baltimore, 
May 1, 1820, waa compoaed of eighty-nine dele- 
gates from the eleven Annual Conferences, and was 
a very important session. By the measures it 
adopted, it gave a new impulse to the educational 
enterprises of the Church, organized the Missionary 
Society, established the system of District Confer- 
ences for local preachers, and after having for many 
years left the Annuel Conferences to manage the 
suhject of slavery under the General Rule clause as 
they might severally think best, again resumed the 
task of legislating for the whole Church upon this 
subject. But the principal topic of excitement was 
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the Presiding-elder question, and the eonaoquencea 
growing out of the action of the Conference upon 
this subject. 

The Conference was opened by Bishop McXen- 
dreo in the usual manner— his colleagues, Bishops 
George and lioberts, being present. He also gave 
a written address, stating his views of the condition 
of the Chnrch, and suggesting such subjects for 
their consideration as he deemed the interests of 
the work required. Oral communications were 
also made by the other Bishops, and they expressed 
the conviction that in view of the declining health 
of the senior Bishop, and the great extension of the 
work, the Episcopacy slionld be strengthened by 
the addition of another Bishop. Committees were 
accordingly appointed to consider and report upon 
the various important themes of their addresses. 

Here we are again reminded that we are indebted 
to Bishop McKendree for the custom of presenting 
a written Episcopal quadrennial address to the Gen- 
eral Conference, and the reference of the topics 
contained in it to appropriate committees — a course 
which is likely to be followed. 

The following is the address of Bishop McKen- 
dree, a copy of which Dr. Bangs says he regrets ho 
was not able to find, and is perhaps the only copy 
extant : 

To the General Conference, to be held in Baltimore, May, 1820: 

Dear Brethren: — Through sore affliction for 
more than eighteen months, my regular course of 
traveling and my ministerial labors have been inter- 
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rupted- but in the deepest bodily distress the Lord 
has meroitullj supported me, and bj his graciously 
supporting hand I am brought to see the opening 
of another General Conference. 

So far as I can jndge for myself, the burden 
which I have been aconstomed to bear is too heavy 
for my present strength, and I can scarcely hope 
that I shall be able soon, if ever, to do as I 
have done. I am disposed, however, to do what I 

can. ., i 3 

It is probable that excessive labor contributed 
much to my afaiction. 

Triends foresaw and premoniahed me of the dan- 
ger; but I acted under a sense of duty, was sup- 
ported by a pure intention, and have no cause to 
reproach myself 

I am deeply sensible of my lack of talents to 
render the service which so good a cause and the 
important station to which I am appointed continu- 
ally require; and lam well prepared to submit to 
the dispensation, in hope of seeing the mighty task 
more amply performed. 

Many have been my imperfections and errors; 
and no doubt I should have committed more but 
for the aid of friends, whose counsel came to the 
help of the Lord, ^or well-timed support, as 
well as for the comforts received from the Lord 
and his people, I desire to be nufeignedly thankful. 
As my labors have been restricted, my knowl- 
edge of the state of things in many places must bo 
imperfect. To my worthy colleagues, therefore, 
whoso privilege it has been to travel ojtten- 
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sively, I must look to supply the deficiencies of 
my address. 

From 1784 to 1808 the General Conference was 
composed of all the traveling preaehera who had 
fulfilled the rec[uisite probation. The preachers, 
who met according to appointment, whether many 
or few, considered themselves invested with full 
power to correct, alter, or change the Discipline at 
pleasure; and our system of government passed 
the scrutinizing examination of five such Confer- 
ences. 

The General Conference of 1808, satisfied with 
the principles and utility of the system, constituted 
a delegated Conference, and by constitutional re- 
strictions ratified and perpetuated our system of 
doctrines and discipline, and the rights and privi- 
leges of all the preachers and members ; in a word, 
all the essential parts of the system of government. 
It is presumed that no radical change can be made 
for the better at present. 

An important advantage resulting from the pres- 
ent state of things, is the power which, through the 
responsibility of the General Superintendents, the 
General Conference derives, to regulate or correct 
an improper administration, to enforce the rules, 
and to carry the whole system of our itinerant 
ministry into complete effect. This is undoubtedly 
the dictate of wisdom, and evinces the indispen- 
sable necessity of an effective General Superintend- 
ency. 

The increase, since the last General Conference, 
according to the Minutes, is 108 traveling preachers, 
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and 29,759 membei-s— probably in all not loss than 
3,800 traveling and local preachers, and 240,924 
members. And eight of eleven Annual Confer- 
ences have produced an inereaao of 69 traveling 
preachers, and 16,331 members, for the next return. 

But the utility of our ministry and plan of 
spreading the gospel is not confined to our own 
Church. Our example and labors have a beneficial 
influence upon other denominations. It must be 
admitted that many who were formerly opposed, 
not only to our traveling ministry and the doctrines 
which are denominated Methodist doctrines, but 
also to that experimental and practical religion 
which is supported by the direct witness of the 
Spirit, and for which we contend, are now warm 
advocates for missionary preachers, and speak favor- 
ably of virtue and piety, and even imitate us in 
many things. Thus the propriety of our system is 
admitted; and iu this I do rejoice, and will re- 
joice. 

To what can this astonishing change be attributed 
with more probability than to the beneficial influ- 
ence of the example of the Methodist ministry on 
other denominations ? 

Whilst we on our part cheerfully follow the lauda- 
ble activity of many who are engaged in the impor- 
tant work of obtaining the requisite means, and of 
instructing the ignorant, let us carefully guard ■ 
against and avoid the destructive doctrine and ex- 
ample of those who atop short of experimental 
religion, and who content themselves with literary 
and moral attainments, who have not that faith 
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which works by love and purifies tbe heart, and 
have but a name to live while they are dead. 

To yoc who observe the lives of professoi-s, and 
the superficial manner in which Christian expe- 
rience is treated by some, and who try all by that 
saying, "-By their f mils ye shall know them," this will 
not appear a severe censure. 

The influence of the rich, the great, the learned, 
the powerful, and numerous friends, who have em- 
barked in the defense and circulation of the Bible, 
in connection with missionaries, to bear the glad 
tidings to the heathen abroad, and to the destitute 
at home, at once confounds the opposer, and em- 
boldens the feeble advocate of truth. 

When the Church is thus honored, many press 
into her service, and partake of her advantages, 
without counting the cost, or partaking of her real 

joys- 

The desirable intimacy which subsists among 
different denominations, the terms of admitting 
persons of various education and sentiments, and 
the danger of being injured by the influence of men 
— especially of men of the world professing religion 
— will suggest the propriety of a strict examination 
of our administration, both as it respects doctrines 
and discipline, and experimental and practical re- 
ligion. 

It should not bo surprising, if among so many 
preachers and people thus situated, you will find a 
deficiency in experimental or practical religion, or 
in the use of the means. 

Among so many, should some, for purposes of 
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profit, or ease, or honor, require, as in days of old, 
an injurious change in our well-tried and approved 
system of government, their misguided wishes, it is 
hoped, will be ovemUed by your wisdom and pra- 
dence, to whose patronage this invaluable treasure 
is so confidently committed. 

" God forbid," said St. Paul, " that I should glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom the world is crucified unto me and I unto 
the world." Influenced by this principle, we may 
desire the best gifts, and ought to support profitable 
offices. 

An efi'eetive General Superintendeney is essen- 
tially necessary to our itinerant plan of preaching 
the gospel. One of yourSuperintendcnta is unable 
to do the work of an eflective man ; you will there- 
fore see the propriety of strengthening the Epis- 
copacy. 

Your attention is called to the rule which at the 
last General Conference was formed to prevent the 
distilling of spirituous liquors; and it may be 
proper for you to examine our relation to the sub- 
ject of slavery — particularly in reference to the 
transfer of power to make rules and regulations 
respecting the buying and selling of slaves. 

The regulations which concern the state of 
our meeting-houses may likewise need your atten- 
tion. 

To perpetuate a living and respectable ministry, 
both traveling and local, is of the utmost impor- 
tance. More attention to the qualifications of can- 
didates for the local as well as the traveling rainis- 
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try, by examination "before a judicious committee, 
or by other means, might have a good effect. 

The accLuiaition of territory, the extension of 
settlements, and the forming of new circuits, may 
call your attention to the boundary lines of some of 
the Conferences. 

Perhaps we have not paid sufficient attention to 
the voice of Providence, calling to a more general, 
as well as a more detached, spread of the gospel 
among the Indians, and among the destitute of our 
cities, and of many remote and scattered settle- 
ments. The means have always been within our 
reach, as appears from the success of mite-col- 
lections, of town and country missions, and of 
missionary and Bible societies — all of which are 
but improvements on Mr.Wesley's system of penny 
collections for the spread of the gospel. At this 
moment your attention is emphatically called to this 
subject by an address from the Wyandotte Indiana, 
requesting ua to send missionaries among them, by 
the wants of thousands of uninstrueted souls in the 
cities, towns, and cottages of our widely-extended 
country, and by societies already formed with a 
design to raise money for such pm-poses. 

Our children, who are partially instructed, and the 
thousands of uninstrueted children, who, though not 
of us, yet are completely within our reach, have an 
undoubted claim on our attention. Great and won- 
derful things might be done for the rising genera- 
tion by a strict, consistent, and persevering atten- 
tion. 

Had wo an enlarged and doctrinal catechism, and 
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were, this duly used to train the children of the 
Methodists so as to establish them in the religion 
of their fathers ; wore proper paina taken to invite 
the children of those who constitute our congrega- 
tions to partake of these henefita; were families 
more diligently sought out by our preachers, class- 
leadera, and active young men and women, and 
solicited to unite in the good work of saving their 
children— by these and such lilce means aa your 
wisdom under God may devise, the rising genera- 
tion may he made early to see the danger and 
vanity of the wealth and splendor of the world, and 
to appreciate the dignity and happiness of true god- 
liness and intellectual worth. The children of the 
Methodists would no more withdraw from the good 
cause of God to lend their influence to support in- 
stitutions and opinions from which their ancestora 
thought it their duty to retire; and many who 
without this care might become the curse of their 
country, would he raised up to be strong pillars in 
the house of God. 

The Life of Bishop Asbury, which, in consequence 
of afaiction and a press of business, was not pro- 
posed to the last General Conference, is now in a 
state of foi-wardness, and is recommended to your 
patronage. 

Accept, dear brethren, the affectionate assurance 
of my love in the gospel, and my fervent prayers 
for your prosperity and peace. 

"W". McKendeeb. 

The Committee on the Episcopacy brought for- 
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ward a report pretty early in the seasion, approving 
the administration of the Bishops during the past 
four years, and adding : 

"In relation to strengthening the Episcopacy, 
they have regarded with deep and aftectionate con- 
cern the declining health and strength of our senior 
Superintendent. "Worn down by long, extensive, 
and faithful labors in the service of God and the 
Church, your committee feel a solicitude, which 
they doubt not is equally felt by the Conference, 
that every practicable provision may be made for 
his reHef and comfort, hoping, by a prudent relaxa- 
tion from labor for a time, the Church may yet he 
blessed with the benefit of his very desirable ser- 
vices and counsel." 

Dr. Bangs adds, "Whereupon the following reso- 
lutions were submitted by the committee, and eon- 
cnrred in by the Conference: 

" ' 1. That it is the wish and desire of this General 
Conference that Bishop McEendree, during his af- 
flictions and debility, should travel in such direc- 
tions, and remain in such places, as he may judge 
most conducive to his own health and comfort, and 
that he be accordingly, at the close of the Confer- 
ence, respectfully and affectionately requested so 
to do. 

'"2. That whenever Bishop McKendree shall 
think himself able, it is the desire of this Confer- 
ence that he should continue, so far as his health 
will permit, the exercise of his Episcopal functions 
and superintending care. 

"'3. That the comniitteo appointed by the last 



,1 Google 



406 WEB AND TIMES OP 

General Conference to make provision for the fami- 
lies of the Bieliopa, are hereby continued; and that 
the same committee be directed to take into con- 
sideration the present state of Bishop McKendree's 
health, and to provide for ' defraying any extra ex- 
penses which, in their judgment, his afflictions may 
make rec[uisite.' " 

These resolutions, so expressiv-e of sympathy and 
aflbetjonate esteem, were duly appreciated by tho 
Bishop, and were remembered with grateful feel- 
ings in many an hour of subsequent suffering. 
They were as honorable to the Conference as they 
were kind and complimentary to him. 

This committee farther reported, on the 9th of 
May, that (iu view of the declining health of the 
senior Bishop, and the increase of travel and labor 
whi^eh would devolve upon the Superintendents) 
"it is expedient that one additional General Super- 
intendent be elected and ordained at this General 
Conference"- — -which was adopted by the Confer- 
ence. And it was on "Saturday morning. May 
18th, moved, etc., that the Conference wili now pro- 
ceed to the election of a General Superintendent. 
Carried. Resolved, etc., that before we proceed 
to act on the above resolution, the Conference go 
to prayer. Carried. Brother Qarrettson gave out 
a few veraes of a hymn, and then prayed. The roll 
was called, to ascertain who was absent, and it ap- 
peared that the only one absent was Loring Gran^ 
who was sick. In conducting the election, two per- 
sons, viz., S. G. Eoszel and D. Ostrander, were ap- 
pointed to receive the votes. On receiving and 



,1 Google 



BISHOP m'kenueeb. 407 

counting the votes, it appeared that there were 88 
votes, and that Joshua Soule of this number had 47 
votes; Nathan Bangs had 38. There were three 
scattering votes. Joshua Soule was declared duly 
elected to the ofEiee of Bishop."* 

The events which followed almost immediately 
upon this election were so important in themselves, 
and so connected with Bishop McKendree's life, 
that his biographer hopes to he excused for nar- 
rating them with more than ordinary minuteness 
and detail. His authorities for his statements are 
reliable manuscripts and published documents. 

Before the Conference bad elected the Bishop, 
the Presiding-elder question, as it is called, had 
been, as usual, introduced. I'rom the very organ- 
ization of the Church, there had always been some 
members in every General Conference who were 
desirous of modifying, or taking away altogether, 
the power of stationing the preachers by the 
Bishops. Mr. O'Kelly's secession turned, profess- 
edly, upon the rejection of his motion, in the Gen- 
eral Conference of 1791, to give every preacher an 
appeal to his Annual Conference from the appoint- 
ment of the Bishop. In 1800, attempts were made 
to restrict the power of the Bishops. In 1808, as 
we have seen, while the constitution of the dele- 
gated General Conference was under consideration, 
an attempt was made to render the office of Pre- 
siding Elder elective by the Annual Conferences. 
At the General Conference of 1812, this question 

•Extracts from the Journal. 
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was brought forward by a member of the New 
York Conference, and all the delegates from the 
New York, Philadelphia, and Genesee Conferences 
voted for it. The majority against it was greatly 
reduced, being only three — the Southern andWest^ 
ern Conferences having defeated it, "In 1816, 
the same fate attended a similar motion, although 
one of the Bishops (George) elected at that Confer- 
ence was known to be favorable to the proposed 
change in the mode of selecting the Presiding 
Elders."* The plan of 1816 was, that the Bishop 
should nominate and the Conference elect. If the 
nominee of the Bishop should bo rejected, he was 
to nominate two others, one of whom the Confer- 
ence should appoint. Those thus appointed were 
to remain in office four years, unless dismissed by 
the mutual consent of the Conference and the 
Bishop. The Presiding Elders, moreover, were to 
constitute a Council, to assist the Bishop in station- 
ing the preachers. This was rejected by a vote of 
38 ayes and 63 nays. 

"Early in the second week of the General Con- 
ference of 1820, T. Merritt, of New England, sec- 
onded by B. Wangh, of Baltimore, moved so to 
amend the Discipline that the answer to the first 
cLuestion in Section 5 of Chapter I., 'By whom 
are the Presiding Elders to be chosen?' should 
read as follows: 'Ans. By the Conferences.' After 
considerable discussion, {twenty-one speaking — thir- 
teen in favor of the motion,) Ezekiel Cooper moved 

*Baiiga'a Histoi-j of the M. E. CImrcli, Vul. 11., p. 333. 
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that it lie on the table, to bring forward one that 
lie supposed would be accommodating to both par- 
ties; which was, that the Bishops should nominate 
three times the number of Presiding Elders wanted, 
out of which nnmber the Conference should choose 
or elect the number necessary. After considerable 
debate, a motion was brought forward by "Wm. 
Capers, seconded by N. Bangs, that a committee 
consisting of three from each side should be ap- 
pointed, to confer with the Bishops on the subject. 
This motion prevailed; thecommittee was appointed 
— Bishop George then in the chair. On the side of 
the alteration in the government, Ezekiel Cooper, 
John Emory, and Ifathan Bangs were appointed. 
On the side of our present form of government, S. 
G. EoBzel, Joshua Wells, and W. Capers were ap- 
pointed. 

"The committee met the Bishops, and after con- 
fen-ing with them, came to no agreement, but 
appointed to meet next morning. Eoazel, "Wells, 
Bangs, and Capers were in time; the others not 
appearing,. nothing was done. When the Confer- 
ence adjourned, at twelve o'clock, Bishop George 
desired the committee to meet him in the gallery of 
the Eutaw Church. We met accordingly. Mr. 
Cooper, in bringing forward his motion, had ob- 
served, it met with his (the Bishop's) approbation, 
and, if I am not mistaken, said, in fact, it was the 
Bishop's motion. Mr. Merritt then stated that he 
held in his hand a note from Bishop George, stating 
that all hope of an accommodation was at an end- 
Some on the old side felt their minds afSictod, eon- 
VOL. I.— 18 
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sidering themselves forsaken by Bishop George. 
In the gallery, he went into an explanation, which, 
as it respected the note mentioned by Brother Mer- 
Titt, appeared different from the views it presented 
when Merritt mentioned it, but stated he was iu 
favor of tho accommodaiing plan, and that he could 
not see the principle was afteeted or changed by its 
adoption. After considerable details, in which Mr. 
Cooper stated he understood him correctly, and 
cordially agreed with him, S. G. Boszel observed, 
after ail that was said, he must confess he did 
not. understand him, and wished him to be so 
minute in detail that he could not be misunder- 
stood, and asked Bishop George, 'Bo you mean 
that if six more Presiding Elders are wanted, you 
are to nominate three times the number, and the 
Conference to elect or choose out of that number? 
or do you mean that you nominate three, and the 
Conference choose one out of the three nominated, 
until the number necessary be obtained?' Here- 
plied, that was his meaning — i. e., the last-named 
plan. On that principle the committee united— 
those members in favor of the old rules having as- 
surances that nothing more would be required. 
The report was written by John Emory, and signed 
by all the members, and at the afternoon sitting 
was brought forward and passed by Conference — 
61, 1 think, voting for it"* 

The following is the report mentioned above: 

•Estraet from a mauuscript "Statement of the Prooeedmge 
of tie General Ooufercnee of 1820, by a Member." 
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Tuesday, May 19, 3 o'clock. 

The Committee appointed to confer with tlie 
Bishops on a plan to conciliate the wishes of the 
brethren on the subject of cbooeing Presiding 
Elders, recommend to the Conference the adoption 
of the following resolutions, to be inserted in their 
proper place in the Biecipline: 

Resolved, That whenever, in any Annual Confer- 
ence, there shall be a vacancy or vacancies in the 
office of Presiding Elder, in consequence of his 
period of service of four years having expired, or 
the Bishop wishing to remove any Presiding Elder, 
or by death, resignation, or otherwise, the Bishop, 
or President of the Conference, having ascertained 
the number wanted from any of these causes, shall 
nominate three times the number; out of which the 
Conference shall elect by ballot, without debate, 
the number wanted: provided, that when there are 
more than one wanted, not more than three at a 
time shall be nominated, nor more than one at a 
time shall be elected : provided also, that in case of 
any vacancy or vacancies in the office of Presiding 
Elder in the interval of any Annual Conference, the 
Bishops shall have authority to fill such vacancy or 
vacancies until the ensuing Annual Conference. , 

Resolved, That the Presiding Elders be, and 
they hereby are, made the advisory council of £he 
Bishop or Bishops, or President of the Conference, 
in stationing the preachers. 

EzBKiEL Cooper, J. "Wells, 

Stepiieh G-. EoszBL, J. Emory, 
N. Bangs, "Wm. Capers. 
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"Great joy was expressed at this union. All 
now were in fellowship, if words could be taken aa 
evidence. .Many in favor of the old rule did not 
vote for it, and being very uneasy, wished it recon- 
sidered. 

"A few days afterward, Bishop McKendree came 
forward and stated his objections to the rule 
adopted, and had read in the Conference a letter 
from Joshua Soule, Bishop elect. To the senti- 
ments of Bishop McKendree and Mr. Soule those 
in favor of a change took exceptions, held a caucus 
without consulting those not in favor of the change, 
and agreed to arrest the ordination of J. Soule. 
Those originally in favor of the old rule {but who 
had agreed to the compromise for the sake of peace 
and union) considered themselves no longer bound 
by any agreement on accommodating measures. 
A motion was made to reconsider the vote on the 
election of Presiding Elders, and while this was 
under consideration, J. Soule, understanding he 
was to be publicly opposed, came forward, and by 
letter asked liberty to resign. The subject of his 
resignation was taken up, and, at the instance of 
S. G. Roszel, it was postponed until next morning, 
On the motion before mentioned, to reconsider, 
there was a tie vote — 43 to 43 — Bishop Eoberts re- 
fusing to give the casting vote. 

"A motion was then brought forward to suspend 
the resolutions, making the Presiding Elders elec- 
tive until the next General Conference. This 
motion prevailed— 45 for, and 34 against it. 

"Brother Soulo's resignation was then taken up, 
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and 'S. G. Eoszel moved that Brother Soule be, 
and hereby is, respectfully requested to withdraw 
his resignation, and submit to the wishes of hia 
brethren in being ordained a Bishop.' This pre- 
vailed, 49 voting for it. When this was stated by 
Bishop George to J, Soule, he still stated his ivish 
to resign ; upon which James Quinn remarked, ' We 
cannot accept or receive hie resignation;' and no 
vote was taken on U. Permission, therefore, was not 
given him by vote of the Conference to resign. Of 
course he stands Bishop elect. 

"After Brother Soule's wish to resign. Bishop 
George observed to S. G, Roszel, privately, that the 
Conference must elect another Bishop, for they 
could not cover the work, Bishop McKendree not 
being effective. S. G. lioszel replied that we, the 
majority, will vote for no one but Brother Soule. 
Then, said Bishop George, you will compel us to 
resign. The reply was, We had rather have no 
Bishop than one we cannot confide in. On Friday 
before the Conference adjourned. Bishop George 
observed to S. G. Roszel that Brother Soule would 
now serve; that he believed many of the minority 
would vote for him; that he had been talking with 
Bangs and Hedding. Bishop George then notified 
the Conference that they must meet next morning 
and elect a Bishop, and that he could be ordained 
the Sabbath following. That evening the minority 
had a meeting, and came to a determination to ad- 
dress Bishops George and Roberts, requesting them 
to decline having another Bishop appointed. This 
address Bishop Roberts showed to S. G. Koszel 
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after the Conference ai^ourued. On Saturday 
morning, when the Conference had met, Bishop 
George stated that, as it was a late period of the 
eesaion, and the minds of some were much afflicted, 
they had thought proper to advise not to elect a 
Bishop at this time, but the majority could do aa 
they thought proper. Brothers Capers and "Wells 
brought forward a motion to elect a Bishop, etc. ; 
but, after some observations made by Bishop George, 
it was withdrawn. S. G. Itoszei renewed it. Bishop 
George beckoned him to come to him in the altar, 
and asked him to withdraw it, that the minority 
wouM not agree to it, or would break off, or some- 
thing to that effect. It was withdrawn."* 

The above statement was made for the informa- 
tion of Bishop McKendree, who, as will appear, was 
unwell and out of the city. The author was not 
only a member of the Conference, but of the com- 
mittee who conferred with the Bishops and reported 
the resolutions, which afterward were known as the 
suspended resolutions. The reader will readily 
identify him; and, of course, his statement is re- 
liable. Bishop McKendree filed it away, and kept 
it very carefully, 

"We subjoin the following statement from Bishop 
McEendree's Journal, in reference to these trans- 
actions : 

" The Superintendents requested the General 
Conference to give them the assistance of another 



* Extract from a, manuscript " Statement of the ProoeedingB of 
the General Conferonco of 1820, tiy a Member." 
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Bisbop. The request was granted, the Rev. Joshua 
Soule was elected, and the day of his consecration 
was fixed by the Bishops, and announced in the 
Conference. On account of his health, the senior 
Bishop then went into the country until tlie time 
should arrive. After thia, the question of transfer- 
ring the power of appointing the Presiding Elders 
from the Bishops to the Annual Conferences, was 
taken up and warmly discussed. This would so 
manifestly effect a radical change in our system of 
government, that it became pretty evident the 
motion would be lost; yet the deljate was pro- 
tracted until the time fixed for the consecration was 
fast approaching. The Bishop elect was known to 
he in favor of the constitutional system of govern- 
ment. When the senior returned, in expectation 
of attending to the ordination, he was informed 
that Bishop George had postponed it, and conse- 
quently preparation for the ordination had not been 
made. At this late hour the Conference appointed 
a committee to consult with the Bishops on this 
momentous subject. The Bishop elect was pre- 
cluded from this consultation by the delicacy of his 
position. The senior Bishop disapproved of the 
proposed change; the other two were favorable to 
some change, the extent not pointed out. At the 
adjournnaent of the first session of the Conference 
on the next day, Bishop George invited the com- 
mittee, who had waited on the Bishops, consisting 
of three from each side, to meet him. In this 
meeting the proposition before the Conference was 
so changed as to authorize the Bishops, when a 
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Presiding Elder should "be wanted, to nominate 
three persons, one of whom should be choaeti Pre- 
siding Elder by the Conference." 

When the Conference met again, the long-pro- 
tracted subject was presented in this new dress as 
"a compromise" — "a peace-measure;" and with 
but little, if any examination, waa passed. 

This decision seriously affected the senior Bishop ; 
forasmuch as he did conscientiously believe that 
it was a violation of the constitution, that a prin- 
ciple was ceded by virtue of which the membere of 
the Church nyght be deprived of their constitutional 
rights, and the itinerant system of government 
entirely changed contrary Jo the constitution. 

Originally, the itinerant preachers exercised un- 
restricted powera; but they saw proper, in their 
wisdom, to constitute a delegated General Confer- 
ence, invested with such powers as the preachers 
collectively deemed necessary to perform the duties 
assigned it. Their 'powers were expressed. What is 
nol expressed is, consequently, withheld. From the 
same authority the Bishops derive their powers, 
and the preachers and members their rights and 
privileges. And by virtue of the same authority, 
arising out of our compact, the powers aud rights ■ 
of the delegated Conference, the Bishops, the 
preachers, and the members are secured by " the 
Lipiitations and Kestrictions " — otherwise called 
the Constitution of our Chnrch. 

By the same authority (z. e,, the convention of the 
preachers in 1808) the Bishops were made amenable 
to the General Conference for their conduct as Gen- 
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era! Superintendents for the spiritual and temporal 
business of the Church. To diecharge tho duties 
assigned them, and stand justly amenable aa over- 
seers, thoy are authorized to choose the Presiding 
Elders, to appoint the preachers to their work, " and, 
in the intervals of the Conference, to change," etc. 
But the delegated Conference, by these resolutions, 
attempted : 

1. To divest the Bishops of a power which they 
held by the same authority which created that body 
and conferred its powers, 

2. To invest the Bishops with power to nominate 
persons for Presiding Elders. 

3. To invest the Annual Conferences with power 
to elect Presiding Elders — all of which are un- 
known to our Form of Discipline, to the Constitu- 
tion of the Church, and to Episcopal Methodism. 

It follows, from our view of this subject : 

1. That by the same authority by which the Con- 
ferences divest the Bishops of the right of choosing 
the Presiding Elders, they may deprive the preach- 
ers and members of their rights of trial and appeal, 
etc., and of any of their privileges as members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

2. As the General Conference assumed the power 
to give the Bishops the right to nominate, and the 
Annual Conferences the authority to elect, the Pre- 
siding Elders, they might take away what they had 
conferred, and thereby paralyze the itinerant sys- 
tem. 

3. As the Bishops alone are responsible to tho 
General Conference, and as the power to perform 
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their duties consists mainly in appointing and 
changing the preachers, this resolution wouM de- 
prive the General Conference of the power of car- 
rying their own "rales and regulations" into ef- 
fect, because they could not justly hold the Bishops 
accountable for the work after having divested 
them of the power to perform it. 

4. It manifestly appeared to be an act of usurped 
authority, likely to involve a train of alarming con- 
Bcquencea. 

Under this state of things the senior Bishop drew 
up the following as his view of tlie subject, intend- 
ing, at a suitable time, to read it to the Conference: 

Baltimore, May 22, 1820. 
To the Bishops and General Conference, now in session : 

On Saturday evening I received a copy of the 
resolution which passed on the 19th instant, which, 
contrary to the established order of our Church, 
authorizes the Annual Conference to elect the Pre- 
siding Elders, and thereby transfers the executive 
authority from the General Superintendents to the 
Annual Conferences, and leaves the Bishops di- 
vested of their power to oversee the business under 
the full responsibility of General Superintendents. 
I exti'emely reget that you have, hy this measure, 
reduced me to the painful necessity of pronouncing 
the resolution unconsUtuUonal, and therefore destitute 
of the proper authority of the Churek. 

While I am firmly bound, by virtue of my oifice, 
to see that all the rules are properly enforced, I am 
equally hound to prevent the imposition of that 
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which is not properly rale. TTnder the influence' 
of this sentiment, and considering the Importance 
of the subject, I enter this protest. 

If the delegated Conference has a right in one 
case to impose rules contrary to the constitution 
which binds hundreds of preachers and thousands 
of members in Christian fellowship, and on which 
their own existence and the validity of their actsi 
depend, why may not the same right exist in 
another ? why not in all cases ? If the right of in- 
fringing the constitution is admitted, what will 
secure the rights and privileges of preachers and 
people, together with the friends of the Church? 
If the constitution cannot protect the executive 
authority, in vain may the moneyed institution and 
individual rights call for help from that source. 

Believing, as I do, that this resolution is un- 
authorized by the constitution, and therefore not to 
be regarded as a rule of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, I consider myself under no obligation to 
enforce or to enjoin it on others to do so, 

I present this as the expression of my attach- 
ment to the constitution aad government of the 
Church, and of my sincere desire to preserve the 
rights and privileges of the whole body. 

Your worn-down and afRieted fi-ieud, 

"VV". McKendrbb. 

Shortly before this document was finished, Bishop 
Roberts entered his room and presented him with 
a paper from the Bishop elect, addressed to Bishops 
George and Boberts. Bishop Boberts thought that 
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the Biahop elect waa not disposed to sabmit to the 
authority of the General Conference. The other 
(Bishop McKcndree) thought that aueh a Bentiment 
would form a serious objection to hia ordination, 
but did not think it waa expressed in the document 
nor held by the writer. "It waa agreed that Bishop 
Roberta should see Brother Soule, and report at a 
meeting of the Bishops to be held next morning. 
Souie disavowed the sentiment which the letter waa 
supposed to contain, and stated his views on the 
back of the letter in terms too plain to be misunder- 
stood." 

The following is the original letter, and poat- 
seript on the back of it, alluded to by Bishop Mc- 
Kendree above: 

Dear Bishops : — In consequence of an act of the 
General Conference, passed thia day, in which I 
conceive the eonatitution of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church is violated, and that Episcopal govern- 
meutwhich has heretofore distinguished her greatly 
enervated, by a transfer of executive power from the 
Epiacopacy to the several Annual Conferences, it 
becomes my duty to notify you, from the imposition 
of whose hands only I can be qualified for the office 
of Superintendent, that under the existing state of 
things I cannot, crnisistently with my convictions of pro- 
priety and obliffaUon, enter upon the work of an itinerant 
General SupennlenAenU 

I was elected under the constitution and govemmen\ 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church dhimpaired. On 
no other consideration but that of their continuance 
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would I have consented to be considered a candi- 
date for a relation in which were incorporated such 
arduous labors and awfnl responsibilities. 

I do not feel myaelf at liberty to wrest myself 
from your hands, as the act of the General Confer- 
ence has placed me in them ; but I solemnly declare, 
and could appeal to the Searcher of hearts for the sin- 
eerily of my inienlion, that I cannot act as Superintendent 
under the ndes this day made and established by (he Gen- 
eral Conference. 

"With this open and undisguised declaration be- 
fore you, your wisdom will dictate the course proper 
to be pursued. 

I ardently desire peace, and if it will lend to pro- 
mote it, am willing — perfectly willing — that my 
name should rest in forgetfulness. 

I remain, with sentiments of unfeigned affection 
and esteem, your son and servant in the gospel of 
Christ, Joshua Soulb. 

Baltimore, May 18, 1820. 

P. 8. At the special request of Bishop McKcn- 
dree, I hereby certify that in the above statement I 
mean no more than that I cannot, consistently with 
my views of propriety and responsibility, adminis- 
ter that part of the government particularly em- 
braced in the act of the General Conference above 
mentioned. Joshua Soulb. 

It is not a little surprising that this document, so 
characteristic of the author's candor, conscientious- 
ness, and firmness, should have been imagined to 
indicate disloyalty to the delegated Conference. 
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Fealty to the conatitation, and an honest and manly 
protest against ite Tiolation, is the highest evidence 
of loyalty to the Church and the eonstitntion. This 
communication needed no "i:*. S." It is a ?mnu- 
inent to its author. 

We proceed with the narration of the events which 
followed the presentation of the ahove communica- 
tion, as stated in Bishop McKendrce's Journal, and, 
of course, in his own hand-writing : 

"The Bishops met early next morning, and the 
communication was atttentively considered. It ap- 
peared that the difficulties of the Bishop elect 
rested entirely upon the question of the constitu- 
tionality of the resolutions ; and it was proposed 
for the Bishops to express their opinions on their 
constitutionality. Bishop Eoherts was of the opin- 
ion that the resolutions of the Conference were an 
infringement of the constitution. Bishop George 
chose to be silent. The senior Bishop considered 
them unconstitutional. The next question was the 
propriety of ordaining the Bishop elect under ex- 
isting circnmstances. It was unanimously agreed 
that he should be ordained. The time was agreed 
upon, and Bishop George was appointed to^ prepai-e 
the credentials, and to preach the ordination-ser- 
mon.* The en B sho hen s g 1 1 p o 

* That thia t Wrm b h ni w is 

positiYelj asfie dbyBhftK d vid frm 

the fact that alh gmwgrdp 

it. Not only w B p K \ w d f 

Eiahop Georgp d h B p G h p 

preach the orii h h « t 
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priety of informing the Conference of the state of 
things. It WM approved, and he was requested to 
make the communication, and the Bishop elect, 
having been informed of the design, approved of 
the course. "When the president — Bishop Roberts 
— had called the attention of the Conference, the 
u B a a h fo n The let- 

■u b K a. i h C oe at the 

B d ti having the 

p p ted d p pai d h He oom- 

p d h d fisi g h d ac rd g tt time an- 

nounoed hj Bishop MoKendree for his eonsecratioii, and Bishop 
George notified the Bishop elect to be ready ; and Bishop Qeorge 
certainly would not have done all this if the ordination had been 
suspended on a condition." Again; "The Conference did not 
understand th d t to h any eonditional reference to 
th^m, orth hyhd yl'nit e control over it ; therefore a 
protest w t pi t d — p 1 p prepared — to be presented at 

the time f tl t Whil these things were going on, 

Bishops G g d E b t wh were in favor of carrying the 
resolution in ffttkJSoI with them to Bishop McKen- 
dree's room, in older, if possible, to prevail on them (t. e-, McKen- 
dree and Soule) to submit to the authority of the General Confer- 
ence. The senior Bishop avowed his readiness to submit to the 
authority of the General Conference, but opposed the want of 
legidmale authority as his objection to those resolutions ; and ad- 
dressing Bishop Roberts, SMd, 'Tou, brother, aa well as I, believe 
these resolutions an infringement of the constitution.' Such an 
appeal, under such circumstances, laid the Bishops, especially 
Bishop Roberts, under an imperious obligation, if the statement 
were erroneous, to have objected to it; but no objection was 
made. A silent pause ensued. Since this interview. Bishop 
Roberts has not only said the resolutions are an infringement of 
the oonstituijon, but that by them 'the principle was coded'" — 
meaning that they assumed the principle of overriding the oonsti- 
tion by General Conference legislation. 
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ter of the Bishop elect to the Bishops was read ; the 
conclusion of the council of the Bishops, and their 
resolution to ordain Brother Soule, were stated, as 
well as an intimation of their opinions respecting 
the constitntional difficulty. The sentiments of the 
Bishop elect having been prepared, and, with a little 
modification, having been read, he retired, and the 
Conference resumed its business. A warm contest 
ensued. The Bishop elect was attacked in different 
ways, and sorely pressed ; so much eo, that at length 
he asked leave to decline his ordination. This was 
objected to, and he was requested to withdraw his 
petition by a larger majority than that by which he 
had been elected. However, after a tedious. and 
painful dehate, it was announced from the chair 
that it was accepted ; but that it wag accepted by a 
vote of the Conference, was not ascertained. 

"Por the General Conference thus to attack the 
Bishop elect, and for the president to suffer him to 
he pursued in this way, appeared to the senior 
Bishop to be very unfair^ The Conference, by the 
vote of a respectable majority, had put him into 
the hands of the Bishops for ordination. In this 
situation he certainly had a right to address a letter 
to the Bishops, and when ho was involved in diffi- 
culties by a subseciuent act of the Conference, he 
certainly acted an honorable part to inform them 
of his difficulties prior to his ordination, and 
thereby put it in their power to guard against 
future difficulties. I"or this letter and its contents 
Brother Soule was accountahlo to the Bishops, not 
to the Conference. Had the Bishops judged his 
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conduct unworthy of the trust confided to him by 
his election, they would have returned him to the 
Confercneo with their objections to hia ordination. 
This would have brought him under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Conference, ao far as to reconsider and 
rescind their vote, or confirm it, and order his con- 
secration. But instead of this, after a formal ex- 
amination of the subject, they {i e., the Bishops) 
had admitted hia principle, resolved on his ordi- 
nation, and that nothing might be done in the (3ark, 
they previously informed the Conference of their 
design. The General Conference had a right to 
take exceptions, but they should have been directed 
against the Bishops, and not against the Bishop 
elect, who was not accountable to them for this act, 
and was then undef the protection of the Bishops, 
who were amenable to the Conference for their 
official acts. !For the Conference to undertake to 
convince the Bishops of an error in their determi- 
nation to ordain the Bishop elect under existing cir- 
cumstances, woijld have been proper; and as the 
Bishops had resolved to ordain him, it would have 
been better for the President to arrest proceedings 
against Brother Soule, and invited the attack upon 
themselves. 

"Ultimately the business assumed another form. 
The resolutions which were the occasion of all this 
trouble were attacked, and finally their operation 
was suspended for four years. 

"The suspension of these resolutions opened the 
way for another effort to save the constitution, to 
preserve the peace of the Church, and perpetuate the 
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itinerant system — objects wliich, in his estimalion, 
doscrve every effort and sacrifice ho can make. 
This was, to lay the constituticmaUty of these reso- 
lutions before the Annual Conferences as the only 
legitimate and supreme authority to decide in such 
cases. To this course ho was providentially directed 
by a previous case in our administration. Under a 
provision in the Discipline, the Bishops formed the 
Genesee Conference in 1809. In the Virginia Con- 
ference there was an objection to this act, being, 
as it was supposed, unconstitutional. The Bishops 
submitted the question to tho Annual Conferences. 
They acted upon it as a proper subject of their de- 
cision, and confirmed the act of the Bishops. By 
this act, the Bishops and the Annual Conferences 
tacitly declared the Annual Conferences to be the 
proper judges of constitutional questions; and the 
senior Bishop is fully persuaded that, conformably 
to the genius of our government, all such cases as 
cannot be othei-wise adjusted ought to be submitted 
to their decision until othei'wise provided for by tho 
same authority on which the present General Con- 
ference depends for its existence. 

"The senior Bishop, in hope of succeeding in 
this good work, prepared an address to the Annual 
Conferences, the object of which was to obtain a 
decision on the constitutionality of the suspended 
resolutions. If the decision should be in their 
favor, they would go into operation as soon as might 
be; but if against them, he advised the Annual 
Conferences to give their consent for the ensuing 
Genera! Conference to introdnco them conformably 
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to the conBtitiitioii. This he did, not that he con- 
sidered the change an improvement of the system 
of government, but because, in his opinion, the ad- 
vocates of the measure had gone too far peaceably to 
return without this concession, and that a less effi- 
cient plan, properly managed, would answer a better 
purpose than a more effective one in the midst of 
confusion and contention." 

Having followed the narrative of Bishop McKen- 
dree's Journal to a period subsequent to the close 
of the General Conference, and thereby anticipated 
the result, let us now return, and follow the pro- 
ceedings of that body more in detail, and in the 
regular order of action. 

We have seen that J. Soule was elected on the 
13th of May ; that shortly afterward the discussion 
was renewed on the Pre si ding- elder question, re- 
sulting, on the 18th, in the adoption of the compro- 
mise resolutions presented by the committee; that 
upon the same day J. Soule addressed a letter to the 
Bishops, already inserted; and that the Bishops, 
with the approbation of the Bishop elect, brought 
the letter and the topics it referred to before the 
Conference. "We have, .moreover, seen that the 
newly-elected Bishop tendered his resignation, and 
that the Conference declined its acceptance. We 
now quote an extract of the Journal: 

"Tuesday, May 23, 3 o'clock. — The following was 
submitted, signed D. Ostrander, Jas. Smith: 

"Whereas, Brother Joshua Soule, Bishop elect, 
has signified, in his letter to the Episcopacy, (which 
letter was read in open Conference,) that if he he 
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ordained Bishop, he will not hold himself bound to 
"be governed by a certain resolution of thia General 
Conference, relative to the nomination and election 
of Presiding Elders; therefore, 

"■Resolved, That the Bishops be earnestly requested 
by this Conference to defer or postpone the ordina^ 
tion of the said Brother Joshua Soule until he 
" gives satisfactory esplanations to this Conference. 

"After some debate, Brother Soule made some 
remarks. 

"Moved and seconded that this resolution be in- 
definitely postponed. 

"Before the question was taken on thia motion, 
the resolution was withdrawn. 

" Wednesday morning. May 24th.— It was suggested 
by Brother Eeed, that if we go into the ordination of 
Brother Soule, it was now time we adjourn.* Five 
minutes before eleven o'clock, Brother Joshua Soule 
rose and expressed a wish that the General Confer- 
ence should by vote request the Episcopacy to delay 
his ordination for some time. 

"Ho order was taken on the subject. 
"Bishop George stated that the Episcopacy had 
deferred the ordination of Brother Joshua Soule to 
some future period. 

"Thursday morning. May 25th. — Bishop George 
informed the Conference that the ordination of 
Brother J. Soule would take place at twelve o'clock 
to-day, in this house. 

*The ordination was appointed to tako plane at eleyen o'clock 
4-M., on tliia day. 
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"Brother J. Soule presented a eomraimication, 
in which ho stated hia resi'gnation of the office of a 
Bishop in the Methodist Episcopal Church, to which 
he had been elected," 

The course pursued by the Bishop elect was dic- 
tated by several considerations. 

1. His conviction that the constitution of the 
Church was infringed by a law which ho would be 
expected to execute. 

2. The Bishops themselves were in trouble. AU 
of them had agreed to ordain him, and were anx- 
ious that he should submit to it; but there Is rea- 
son to believe that two of them desired this as a 
concessiou to the Conference, and perhaps with the 
expectation that he would so far yield his scruples 
as, for the sake of peace, to administer the objec- 
tionable law; while the senior Bishop desired his 
ordination not only because he regarded him as 
eminently worthy and fit for the office, (as did also 
his colleagues,) but moreover because he had been 
lawfully elected, and would resist the unconstitu- 
tional aggression which he believed had been made 
by the compromise resolutions. The resignation 
was designed in part to harmonize and relieve them.* 

3. The Conference was in great trouble. The 
majority had, for the sake of peace, adopted a 
measure which, upon reflection, they helieved un- 
constitutional. They harmonized with the man 
whom they had chosen for their Bishop, and de- 
sired his ordination, though they believed he would 

* Sco note on pugo 422. 
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not obey the law. Yet they hesitated to repeal the 
law, for fear of disaensioiis and strife. The rcaigua- 
tion of their Bishop elect was designed to relieve 
them. 

Many of hia oldest and most cherished friends 
opposed his intention to resign. They urged him 
by his love of the Church — of constitutional Meth- 
odism — and by the fact that a respectable majority 
persisted in demanding hia ordination, to submit. 
Upon the other hand, the office had no charms for 
him. He had a large young family, from whom he 
must be almost estranged if he accepted. He de- 
lighted in the regular pastoral work of the minis- 
try. But above all, he felt that he could not 
perform the functions of a General Superintendent 
under thia new law, and honestly believed that, in 
administering thia law, fealty to the delegated Gen- 
eral Conference would be treason to the Church. 
Therefore, to avoid this conflict with the Confer- 
ence, and an apparently arrogant assumption of 
power, he felt constrained to reject the counsels 
and entreaties of hia friends, and, by resigning his 
office, to throw back the responsibility upon the 
Conference. It is difficult to conceive the mental 
agony which such a train of circumstances would 
produce in an intelligent, conscientious, and sensi- 
tive mind. The following letter from Joshua Soule 
to the Bishops, ia an apology for his course, and 
needs no explanation : 

Biaiopa McKeodree, George, and Rotierta: 

Dear Bishops: — ^The course which I have pur- 



,1 Google 



Bued, in presenting my resignation to the Confer- 
ence, may savor of disrespect to you, and therefore 
needs apology. 

I spent the night in a sleepless manner, and could 
not prepare the e o mm uui cations, which I designed 
to make to yon and to the Conference, in time to 
see you until after Conference hours. Not having 
the least intimation or idea of the appointment for 
ordination this morning, my intention was to have 
seen you together, immediately after the morning 
session, and to communicate to you first my 
resignation, and to the Confereoce at the opening 
of the afternoon session. But on coming to the 
Conference, I learned that the ordination was noti- 
fied for this morning; and in order to prevent im- 
proper excitement as to the time appointed for 
ordination, I presented my resignation to the Con- 
ference when I did. 

I hope you will not pass a severe censure on me 
until you shall hear the reasons which have led to 
this measure. Yours most respectfully, 

Joshua Soulb. 
May 25, 1820. 

We now resume the extracts from the General 
Conference Journal. 

"May 25, 3 o'clock.— At the opening of the 
Conference, Brother Joshua Soule expressed a 
wish that the Conference would come to a de- 
cision on his letter of resignation, offered this 
morning. 

"Moved and seconded that Brother Joshua Soule 
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be requested to withdraw his resignation. This 
motion was withdrawn. 

"Moved, etc., that the Conference do not express 
their decision on the subject before to-morrow 
morning. Carried. 

•■^Friday, May 26, 3 o'clock. — The letter of 
Brother Soule to the General Conference, in which 
he tendered his resignation, being called for and 
read, it was moved and seconded that the Confer- 
ence accept the resignation. "Withdrawn. 

"Moved that Brother Soule be, and hereby is, 
rec[ue8ted to withdraw hia resignation, and comply 
with the wishes of his brethren, in submitting to 
be ordained — signed S. G. Roszel, S. E. Hodges. 
Carried — 49 ayes. 

"Brother Soule, having come into Conference, 
again stated his purpose to resign. His resignation 
was accepted." 

No formal vote, however, seems to have been taken. 

The following letter to Bishop McKendrce was 
written by Joshua Soule about this time, and re- 
veals the writer's mental agony, under the trying 
circumstances of his position. It was a private and 
confidential communication, vindicating his resig- 
nation against the importunities of hia friends and 
the objections of his opponents. It is like its au- 
thor. 

Dear Bishop McKbndeeb : — I cannot doubt you 
will think me sincere when I assure you that the 
labor of my mind, in the extraordinary situation in 
which I am placed, has weighed down my spirits. 
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and, in some meaaure, broken down that firmneaa 
of resolution which dignifies the human character, 
and of which, I trust, I have not been altogether 
destitute while I have encountered that portion of 
adversity which, in the administrations of Provi- 
dence, ha3 fallen to my lot. 

I entered the Methodist Episcopal Church when 
I was but a child. I have grown up in her bosom, 
and my attachment to her institutions has in- 
creased with my increasing years. My happiness 
has been ingrafted on her communion, and I have 
contemplated her apostolic order with admiration 
and delight. The constitution which secures her 
government, and guards the powers SluA. ■privileges of 
her ministers and members, I have ever held sacred. 
To touch it in any other way than that which is provided 
in the constitution itself, awakens my sensibility and 
gives me indescribable pain. In this state of things 
the important question is. How shall laeif that 
wisdom from above might guide my decision ! 

I was elected to the office of a Superintendent when 
the constitution and ffwemment were untouched; but, 
by an extraordinary train of occurrences, between 
my election and consecration to office, a law has 
been passed with special reference to the Epis- 
copacy, which, in my judgment, transfers an im- 
portant executive prerogative from the Episcopacy 
to the Annual Conferences, and which law I cannot 
conscientiously administer, because I firmly believe 
it to be unconstitutional, and therefore doubt ray 
right to administer it. If I receive the imposition of 
hands, under these circnmstancos, without an open 
VOL. I. — 19. 
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and honest declaration to the body which elected 
me, how shall I sustain the character of integeity ? 
"What shall I answer when, in the courae of my ad- 
ministration, I am placed at issue with the law ? I 
have seriously reflected on the subject of a partial 
(sectional) visitation of the Oonferencea. I have at- 
tempted to analyze this iu relation to our plan of 
itinerant General Superintendency, and I perceive 
a disaonanee which I cannot harmonize. I ap- 
prehend that my path, should I proceed, would in- 
evitably lead me to a point where I should be at 
issue with my predecessors and seniora in office. I 
declai-e to you, my dear sir, that these considera- 
tiona, connected with the train of consec[uencea 
which must follow, drink up my spirit and involve 
me in a torrent of difficulties and responsibilities 
which that portion of fortitude that Providence lias 
imparted to me is not sufficient to sustain. ^ this 
is wealmess, lam weak. 

Had I been ordained previously to the pass- 
ing of that resolution, my path would have been 
marked with sunbeams; it is now quite other- 
wise. 

By many I shall be considered an enthusiast, 
and shall, probably, sink in the estimation of all ; 
but my conscious integrity I hope to retain as long 
as I live. And, rather than practice the least decep- 
tion, I will cheerfully suffer the loss of all I hold 
dear on earth. 

From these eonsiderationa, the final decision of 
my mind (not unaccompanied with prayers and tears) 
is, that .1 cannot receive the imposition of hands without 
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a full and utidisffuised development of my sUuaiion to the 
General Qonferenee. 

To every man who spoke to me oii the subject, 
previous to my election, I unequivocally declared my 
entire adherence to the old-established plan, and that 
I stood or fell with the constitution and the government I 
believe no one can say, with a knowledge of ray 
sentiments, that I have deceived any man. I have 
betrayed no trust. 

I cannot say that I feel no sensibility at the 
thought of losing the confidence of those friends to 
whom I have been hound by the moat sacred ties 
for a succession of years; and if lam doomed to 
sink in your estimation, suffer me to entreat you to 
consider fully the difficulties of my aituation, and 
ascribe to the frailty of human nature that which, 
I most solemnly assure yon, is dictated neither by 
perverseness of will nor impurity of motive. And 
whatever loss I may sustain in your confidence, 
permit me to beg that I may live in your prayers. 
Joshua Soule. 

The day on which the resignation of the Bishop 
elect was declared to have been accepted, was 
marked by another very important act — the suspen- 
sion, by vote of the General Conference, of the Pre- 
siding-elder resolutions. This, of course, created 
a good deal of excitement. And yet, now that the 
occasion has passed away, and we are prepared to 
look more calmlj' into this matter, who can doubt 
but that on both sides there was an honest differ- 
ence of opinion among brethren equally good and 
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ti'ue ? Who doubts that Garrettaon, Cooper, Bangs, 
Heading, Pickering, Emory, and Waugh, and their 
colleagues, on one side; and Collins, Capers, An- 
drew, Eoszel, Heed, Soule, and their associates, 
on the other aide, were aiming with equal zeal and 
integrity to promote what they sincerely believed 
to be the permanent interests of the Church? 
All but one of them have now gone to tlie Church 
triumphant, and have embraced each other as 
fellow-laborers on earth and heirs of the promises 
above. Or who can doubt that McKendree, George, 
and Eoberts were alike sincere in their views of 
Church-polity, however differing as to the means 
of securing the end at which they with equal purity 
of motives aimed ? That McKendree and Soule 
were right in their sentiments, the writer believes; 
but he also believes they were all right at heart. 

Upon the resignation of the newly-eleeted Biahop, 
the question came up as to the ability of the Bish- 
ops to perform the necessary labor jaf visiting the 
Conferences and the other duties of General Super- 
intendents for the ensuing four years. All seemed 
impressed with the conviction they could not do it, 
and some were anxious to have another election. 
The minority thought that no one would likely be 
elected who would give satisfaction to the whole 
work, and therefore that it was best to postpone the 
election until the next General Conference. 

On the next day — 27th of May — a protest was sent 
to the Bishops against entering into anotber elec- 
tion, signed by thirty members. The original paper 
is before the writer, in the hand-writing of Br. 
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Bangs, with the signatures attached of many prom- 
inent members of the New Yorli, ISTew England, 
Genesee, and Philadelphia Conferences. 

The reasons assigned are the agitations created 
by the recent election and resignation, and tlie ex- 
citement growing out of the suspension of the Pre- 
siding-elder resolutions, producing such a state of 
feeling as precluded the deliberation necessary to 
sueli an act. They suggest that "it would be plac- 
ing any man in a very hazardous situation to put 
him, at this time, into the Episcopal chair." They 
also complain of the majority for the manner in 
which they secured the suspension of the Preaiding- 
elder resolutions "on yesterday, by obtaining the 
signatures of said majority ;" and that now they are 
so leagued together that they can and will carry 
any measure they choose, however obnoxious to the 
feelings and views of the minority. They there- 
fore say, "We most earnestly wish the present ses- 
sion to come to a close." The fact is, the majority 
wonld have voted for no one but Joshua Soule, and 
as that, under the existing circumstances, would 
have been aftticting to him, and perhaps add to the 
unpleasant agitation of the Conference, there was 
a general inclination to put off the election, if it 
could be done without too senous detriment to the 
work. When, therefore, the two effective Super- 
intendents came forward and proposed to under- 
take the task for the succeeding four years, with 
only such assistance as the senior Bishop might be 
able to give them, the proposition was gladly con- 
carred in, and the Conference speedily brought to a 
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close. On this point Bishop McEendree'a Journal 
says : 

"Alter the termination of this important suhject, 
the Conference hastened to a cloae, and the mem- 
bers departed for their respective charges, but with 
very different views relative to our Church-polity, 
the result of the Conference, and the state of the 
Episcopacy; and their conflicting views and ap- 
prehensions were but too freely disseminated 
among the people. I left the General Conference 
under great weakness of body, and deeply con- 
cerned for the perpetuation of our government and 
the prosperity of the Church, I did not think the 
Bishops could manage the extensive and difficult 
work they had undertaken. The part which I had 
acted at this Conference subjected me to animad- 
version and misrepresentation. The traveling 
preachers had, in my opinion, pushed their political 
views too far for an amicable adjustment, without 
some modification in the executive department. I 
therefore concluded, instead of regulating my move- 
ments for the benefit of my health, as the General 
Conference had advised, and as my own judgment 
approved, to continue to travel as extensively ae 
possible, in order to render some assistance to my 
overburdened colleagues, and to contribute to the 
pacification of the Church. To reduce the power 
of the Bishops in stationing the preachers — which 
was the only avowed subject of controversy at 
this time — I did not consider to bo a wise or profit- 
able regulation, yet was disposed to admit it, pro- 
vided the change should be made conformably 
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to the constitution, whicli was intended to pre- 
serve an efficient itinerant Episcopal form of govern- 
ment. 

" I am fully persuaded that confidence, peace, and 
harmony among the preachers and people, and the 
perpetuity of our itinerant system now in successful 
operation, very much depend upon the confidence 
I'eposed in the delegated General Conference as to 
their intention to preserve the constitution invio- 
late, and regard it as their ruJe of conduct. My 
opposition to the 'peace-measure resolutions,' as 
they were called, arose from a conviction that they 
were a violation of the constitution, and contra- 
vened a principle destructive of the ' limitations 
and restrictions' imposed on the delegated Confer- 
ence ; and as these restrictions were imposed by the 
traveling preachers collectively, and from whom 
the delegated body derivgd its being and all its 
powers, I considered them the proper judges of the 
constitutionality of their acts. Influenced by these 
views, and a hope of adjusting oitr difficulties and 
harmonizing the traveling preachers, an address to 
the Annual Conferences was drawn up, in which I 
gave my reasons for believing the suspended res- 
olutions to be unconstitutional; intending, if a 
majority of the Annual Conferences were of a dif- 
ferent opinion, to submit to their judgment as a 
legal decision, and upon that authority admit, 
recommend, and act according to the provisions 
of those resolutions ; but in the event that my 
opinion should be confirmed, to advise the Con- 
ferences to recommend their adoption by the 



,1 Google 



440 LIFE AND TIMES OF 

ensuing General Conference, and thereby introduce 
them conformably to the constitution. 

" The address -was firat presented to those Confor- 
eneea most inimical to the.proposed change, and it 
was aatis facto rily ascertained that seven of the. 
twelve Annual Conferences judged the suspended 
resolutions unconstitutional; and yet, for peace' 
sake, although they were not considered by them 
an improvement, they authorized the ensuing Gen- 
eral Conference, as far as they could do so, to adopt 
them without alteration. But the five other Con- 
ferences, in which the steady friends and most pow- 
erful advocates of the proposed change were found, 
refused to act on the address, and thereby prevented 
its adoption in a constitutional way, and, of course, 
set in for another vigorous contest at the next Gen- 
eral Conference. In this way my hope of a safe 
and peaceable adjustment of our difficulties and 
the prevention of a dangerous probable schism in , 
the Church was frustrated, and the way for the 
spread of the schism already commenced was made 
wore easy, 

" Until that time I had, so far as I know, the con- 
fidence and affections of the preachers generally, 
hut after that I had to feel the eflects of an aston- 
ishing change. Old friends met me with cool in- 
difference, or with retiring, forbidding reserve, and 
sometimes oven with rudeness. My best-intended 
movements were misconstrued — sometimes con- 
verted into faults, or magnified to my disadvantage 
and to the injury of the cause which we were mu- 
tually bound to support. In this furnace of afliic- 
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tion I discovered my own imperfections as well as 
those of my brethren — saw wherein I might have 
acted more wisely and prudently in many cases — 
and that some of our afflictions might have been 
prevented and the same end obtained by a course a 
little different, and therefore better, because less 
liable to misrepresentation. But the great Head 
of the Church still presided, and prospered his 
work in our hands. I still roapected my old friends, 
from whom I was suffering exquisitely for their for- 
mer friendship and kindness, as well as for their 
continued disposition to minister to my increasing 
necessities, and above all, I was humbled under a 
sense of the grace of God by which I was pre- 
served in this light of affliction. 

"Between the General Conferences of 1820 and 
1824, my health was very delicate, and my trials 
very great ; but I pursued my eonrse as well as I 
could until the fall preceding the General Confer- 
ence of 1824, when, observing the method adopted 
by some, and thinking that I could not attend the 
Annual Conferences without interfering with their 
measures, or at least seeming to interfere in the 
election of delegates to the ensuing General Con- 
ference, which I deemed derogatory to my station,- 
therefore, notwithstanding the fate of our contro- 
versy depended on the representatives to be chosen 
at the three following Conferences, I committed the 
cause to God, and went no farther than the Tennes- 
see Conference. Great were the efforts to secure a 
majority in favor of the suspended resolutions, but 
they proved unsuccessful." 
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The course pursned by Bishop McKendree 
throughout this very unpleasant controversy was 
characterized by great discrimination, deep devo- 
tion to the interests of the Church, and a moral 
heroism rarely equaled. His position was a very 
delicate one, inasmuch as in opposing the measures 
under consideration, ho seemed to be advocating 
the prerogatives of his own office, and thus his op- 
position might be construed into a selfiah and am- 
bitious principle. Yet nothing was more foreign 
fromthe truth. lie believed — and his conviction 
was deep and abiding — that the change contended 
for was subversive of the constitution, and might 
be made the precedent for a most fearful train of 
revolutionary measures. He could not — durst not 
— yield to them. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



Bishop MoKendree's appeal to the Annual Conferencea as to the 
suspended resolutions— The SoutJiem and Western Conferences 
consent— Five othera reject it — It fails— By whom, and why— 
Wealoyan Repository— Mutual Eights— Methodist Protestant 
Chnreh— Journal resumed — Henry Smith's narrative— Visits 
extensively — Preaches at camp-meeting — He goes South — 
South Carolina Conference— J. Soule's letters— Dr. Capera's 
letter— His character and inflnence— His second letter — The 
era of missions— Cherokee and Choctaw— Missions to slaves— 
Bihie and Sundnj-school Societies. 

The following is the address of Bishop McKen- 
dree to the Annual Conferences in relation to the 
Buapended resolutions referred to in the last chapter. 
Tt exhibits the character of his mind— clear, logical, 
and analytical — and is a triumphant vindication of 
his eeelesiaatleal poHtics, as well aa of his unwaver- 
ing opposition to the changes involved in these 
resolutions. It weli deserves a careful and repeated 
perusal; for although the occasion which called it 
forth has passed away we trust for ever, so that 
few if any are now found, even in the Forth where 
they were most popular, to advocate their introduc- 
tion into the polity of the Church— the South con- 
tinuing, as she has ever been, true to the constitution 
— ^yet, to prevent the recurrence of similar scenes, 
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it is important that our Church-government should 
be studied and understood ; and it ia believed that 
no single document which has ever been published 
upon this subject presents such a clear, concise, and 
powerful array of arguments against the innova- 
tions alluded to as does this address. Its effect was 
most decidedly conservative. Multitudes of preach- 
ers and members who were likely to be misled hy 
the popular clamor against Episcopal power, were 
brought to see the tendency and anticipate the 
result of this "peace-measure;" and many of the 
excellent and pure-minded men who had advocated 
it, lived to appreciate the motives and honor the 
noble old Bishop who so bravely and yet so meekly 
withstood it. 

To tha Annual Canferenccs of the Methodist Epiacopal Church, 
commencing with the Ohio Conference, to be held in Lebanon, 
September 6, 1821. 

Dbab BreMeen : — Porasrauch as a considerable 
branch of the Church of Christ is committed to our 
care, so as to involve us in high responsibility both 
to God and man, lam induced by the present state of 
a long-protracted controversy, respecting the powers 
of our General Superintendents, to lay the subject 
fully before you, hoping you will direct it to a 
proper conclusion. 

For a number of years a respectable minority in 
our General Conference have been endeavoring to 
divest tiie Bishops of the power of choosing the 
Presiding Elders, and of stationing the preachers. 
They wish to change 'our present form of govern- 
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raeut so as to invest the Annual Conferences with 
the power of choosing the Presiding Elders, instead 
of their being appointed by the Bishops, and then 
to transfer the power of stationing the preachers 
from the Bishops to the Presiding Elders. But this 
change, in the opinion of your Superintendent, 
would radically affect our system of government in 
several ways. 

1. It would effectually transfer the executive 
authority from the Bishops to the Annual Con- 
ferences, and thereby do away that form of Epis- 
copacy and itinerant General Superintendency 
which is recognized in our Form of Discipline, and 
confirmed in tho third Article of the Constitution. 

2. By doing away .the present effective General 
Superintendency, our itinerant plan of preaching 
the gospel would be greatly injured, if not entirely 
destroyed. 

3. In point of law, it would effectually divest the 
members of our Church of all constitutional security 
for their rights, and reduce them to the necessity of 
depending entjrely on the wisdom and goodness of 
the General Conference for those inestimable bless- 
ings: 

That the proposed change would effectually 
transfer the executive authority from the Bishops to 
the Annual Conferences, and thereby do away that 
form of Episcopacy, with the itinerant General 
Superintendency, whioh is recognized in our Form 
of Discipline, and confirmed in the third Article 
of the Constitution, will appear from a due atten- 
tion to our Form of Discipline. ^According to our 
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eyatem of government, it is the duty of the Biahopa 
" to travel thi-ough the Connection at large, to over- 
see the spiritual and temporal business of the 
Charch." But to oversee, or superintend, implies 
power to overrule, or manage business officially. 
In order, therefore, to qualify the Bishops to over- 
see the important business committed to their 
charge, and to carry our system of rules into com- 
plete effect, they are authorized "to preside in the 
Conferences;" "to fix the appointments of the 
preachers for the several circuits;" "to form Dis- 
tricts, and choose the Presiding Elders; and, in the 
intervals of the Conferences, to change, receive, and 
suspend preachers, as necessity may require and the 
Discipline directs." And, in order to secure a faith- 
ful performance of their duty, and, at the same 
time, guard against an abuse of power, the Bishops 
are obliged to act in strict conformity to rules 
formed by the preachers, over whom their authority 
is exercised, to whom they are amenable for their 
administration, and by whom they may be expelled 
for improper conduct. 

In the appointment of preachers, those who are 
to have charge of circuits. Districts, etc., are selected, 
and, by virtue of their appointment, are invested 
with full power to discharge the duties of their re- 
spective stations ; and, in case they should neglect 
or refuse to do their duty, as pointed out in the 
Discipline, it becomes the duty of the General 
Superintendent (after suitable admonition) to re- 
move such from office, and supply their places with 
others, who will attend to the duties assigned them. 
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By employing preachers in the intervala of 
the Conferences, and making such changes from 
District to District, and from Conference to Con- 
ference, as the situation of our work may require, 
the Genera! Superintendents are enabled so to en- 
large the field of missionary labors that the bless- 
ings of the gospel of Christ may be carried to the 
destitute, wherever thoy may be fouird— especially 
to the poor. In this way uniformity in the admin- 
istration may be preserved throughout the Con- 
ferences, errors in the administration corrected, 
and the rules and regulations of the General Con- 
ference carried into effect; while the whole admin- 
istration, even from the very extremities of the work, 
through the responsibility of the General Superin- 
tendents, is brought under the inspection and con- 
trol of the General Conference. Thus qualified for 
their work, it is the Bishops' reasonable duty to 
travel through the Connection at large; "to oversee 
the spiritual and temporal business of the Church ;" 
and it is equally reasonable and just that they 
should be responsible to the General Conference 
for the faithful performance or discharge of the 
duties of their Episcopal of&ce. 

Prom this view of our government, it evidently 
follows that the executive authority, or the power 
by which the Bishops are enabled "to oversee the 
business of the Church," consists in the power of 
appointing and controlling the preachers, and 
especially the Presiding Elders, because they are 
authorized to exercise all the powers of General 
yuperintendents in the bounds of their respective 
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Districts, except that of ordination ; and might, but 
for their being subject to the control of the Bishops, 
so- counteract and render the General Superintend- 
ency useless and nugatory, as effectually "to do 
away that Episcopacy and itinerant General Super- 
intendency recognized in our Discipline, and eon- 
firmed by the third Article of the Constitution." 
The Presiding Eiders, at present, are under obliga- 
tions to attend to the instructions of the General 
Superintendents; .but, were the proposed change 
adopted, they would then bo under obligations to 
follow the instructions of the Annual Conferoneea; 
consequently, the Bishops would havo no .more con- 
trol over them than the Annual Conferences have 
under the present regulations; and there would be 
no propriety in requiring the Bishops to travel 
through the Connection at large (say six thousand 
miles) annually, "to oversee the business of the 
Church;" nor couid they justly be responsible for 
the administration while thus deprived of official 
control ; for, although they might travel through 
the Connection and see abuses, the instructions of 
different Conferences clashing, their Presiding 
Elders administering differently, and coming in 
contact with each other in the execution of disci- 
pline, their interference would be unofficial and of 
no effect. Therefoi'C, the change under considera- 
tion would completely destroy the plan of our Gen- 
eral Superintendency. 

2. By doing away the present General Superin- 
tendency, our itinerant plan of preaching the gospel 
would be greatly injured, if not entirely destroyed. 
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That the itinerant plan of preaching the gospel 
may be differently modified, and still succeed, under 
difl'crejit circumstances, is freely admitted. Could 
all our traveling preaohera attend one Annual Con- 
ference, to account for their administration, and re- 
ceive their appointments and instructions, the itin- 
erant plan might go on and prosper in America as 
it does in England, without either General Con- 
ference or General Superintendencj. But our 
situation is widely different from theirs. Onr work 
extends over more than twenty States, and has to 
encounter difficulties arising from the civil regula- 
tions of different State and Territorial govern- 
ments. "We are divided into twelve Annual Con- 
ferences, These are ail equal in power, and in- 
dependent of each other, no one having power to 
impose laws on another. The jurisdiction of each 
Annual Conference is restricted to its own bounds, 
and each Presiding Elder to his own District. Out 
of this state of things arises the necessity of a Gen- 
eral Conference to make rules or laws for the united 
Annual Conferences, and of a General Superintend- 
eucy to enforce those rules; to preserve a uniform 
administration of discipline ; to preserve the union 
of the several Annual Conferences; and by remov- 
ing preachers from District to District, and from 
Conference to Conference, (which no Annual Con- 
ference nor Presiding Eider can do,) perpetuate and 
extend missionary labors for the benefit of increas- 
ing thousands, who look unto us as teachers sent 
of God. Such ia our situation in this country that 
our itinerant system can no more do without an ef- 
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feetive General Superintendency, sufficiently under 
the control of the General Conference, than they 
can without the General Conference itself. It was, 
therefore, ratified by the constitution, after twenty- 
four years' experience in proof of its utility and 
necessity. Forasmuch, then, as the harmony of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church and the success of our 
itinerant system depend so much on an effective 
General Superintendeney, it cannot be done away 
without greatly injuring, if not entirely destroying, 
our itinerant plan of preaching the gospel. 

3. In point of law, it would effectually divest the 
members of our Church of all constitutional security 
for their rights, and reduce them to the necessity of 
depending altogether on the wisdom and goodness 
of the General Conference for those inestimable 
blessings. ^ 

Before the constitution was formed, the General 
Conference possessed unlimited powers, and made 
such changes in the Form of Discipline as they saw 
proper. Out of such a state of things the judicious 
apprehended serious consequences might arise. The 
preachers, therefore, composing the General Con- 
ference in 1808, in full possession of all the powers 
of the Conference of 1784, (which organized the 
Church,) proceeded to constitute and organize the 
delegated General Conference, and invested it with 
full powers to make rules and regulations for our 
Church, under certain limitations and restrictions. 
Those restrictions forbid their changing our Ar- 
ticles of Eeligion, erecting new standards of doc- 
trine, or changing our form of government, so as to 
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deprive the preachers or members of their privi- 
legea, or appropriating the funds of the Church con- 
trary to the will of their constituents. The third 
Article in the Constitution says : " They (the del- 
egated General Conference} shall not change or 
alter any part or rule of our government bo as to 
do away Episcopacy, or destroy the plan of our itin- 
erant General Superintendeney;" and they very 
judiciously secured to the Annual Conferences, 
jointly, the right of recommending any alteration 
that might he judged proper in any of the aforesaid 
restrictions. These restrictions being all equally 
binding, if the delegated General Conference may 
infringe, or set aside one part, why not another ? 
Yea, why not all ? For it requh-es no more power 
to change our Articles of Religion, erect new 
standards of doctrine, and do away the rights of 
preachers and members, than to do away our Gen- 
eral Superintendeney ; and, if the delegated Gen- 
eral Conference is not bound by these restrictions, 
then their power is undefined and unlimited — they 
may make what changes they please, and there can 
be no legal redress — no constitutional guarantee for 
our rights and privileges. Your Superintendent 
most cordially disapproves of such a state of things, 
and will do nothing which ho believes will produce 
it, because he conceives it would go to deprive both 
preachers and members of consiitutional security, and 
reduce them to the necessity of relying solely on 
the General Conference for all their rights and 
privileges. Before the constitution was formed, 
tl"i powers of the General Conference being uii- 
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defined and unlimited, and our Form of Discipline 
subject to any alterations and amendments thought 
to be necessary, each succeeding General Confer- 
ence, for upward of twenty years after tlie Church 
was organized, made such amendments in the sys- 
tem of government as to them appeared most for 
the glory of God and the benefit of the people; and 
during those days your Superintendent (as well as 
others) felt himself at liberty to propose and defend 
such alterations as were judged profitable and ex- 
pedient; but, since the powers of the General Con- 
ference were restricted, and rights defined and 
secured to members of the Church by the forma- 
tion of a constitution, your Superintendent has both 
thought and acted very differently. Since that 
memorable era in Methodism, your Superintendent 
conceives the General Conference to be bound as 
sacredly to observe all those restrictions, (as the 
laws by which their proceedings are to be tested,) 
as each member of the Church is bound to submil to 
the examination of his conduct, according to the 
legitimate rules enacted by said Conference, because 
the restrictions arise from the same source, and are 
supported by the same authority, which gave exist- 
ence to the delegated General Conference, and 
validity to their rules and regulations ; consequently, 
they must both stand or fall together. From these 
remarks, it is very evident that the General Confer- 
ence have no right to mate such innovations in 
our system of government, regardless of the steps 
pointed out by the provisionary clause in the sixth 
Article of our Constitution. 
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At the last General Conference, the long-pro- 
tracted controversy, concerning the power of the 
Superintendents, came to an eventful crisis. In all 
probability, however, the matter would have ended 
as formerly, had not what was thought an accom- 
modating plan been introduced, which produced 
the following resolutions : 

"Whenever, in any Annual Conference, there 
shall bo a vacancy or vacancies in the office of 
Presiding Elder, in consequence of his period of 
semee of four years having expired, or the Bishop 
wishing to remove any Presiding Elder, or by death, 
resignation, or otherwise, the Bishop, or President 
of the Conference, having ascertained the number 
wanted from any of these causes, shall nominate 
three times the number, out of which the Con- 
ference shall elect by ballot, without debate, the 
number wanted : provided, when there is more than 
one wanted, not more than three at a time shall be 
nominated, nor more than one at a time elected: 
provided, also, that in ease of any vacancy or vacan- 
cies in the office of Presiding Eider, in the interval 
of any Annual Conference, the Bishops shall have 
authority to fill the said vacancy or vacancies until 
the ensuing Annual Conference. 

2, "That the Presiding Elders be, and hereby 
are, made the advisory council of the Bishops, or 
President of the Conference, in stationing the 
preachers." 

Cquld yonr Superintendent have subscribed to 
these resolutions as constitutional, he might, in all 
probability, have enlisted in his favor the feelings 
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of many whom he highly esteems, and participated 
in the general pleasure. But this he could not do 
consistently with a good conscience. In hia judg- 
ment, the delegated General Conference have no 
authority to make such changes in our system of 
government, unless the previous steps be taken, as 
pointed out in the sixth Article of our Constitution. 
It is very evident that the above resolutions con- 
template taking the authority of appointing tho 
Presiding Elders from the Episcopacy, at least so 
far as to leave nothing but a simple nomination. 
But if the General Conference possess the right 
to go thus far, certainly they may, on the same 
principle, take away the power, or p-ivUege, if you 
please, to nominate likewise, and thereby introduce 
Presiding Elders, independently of the Bishops' ap- 
pointment, nomination, or control, and, in the 
issue, entirely destroy our itinerant Episcopal form 
of government, as has already been shown. More- 
over, if the General Conference may deprive the 
Bishops of one part of their official powers, in de- 
fiance of tho constitution, why may they not of 
another? why not of all? The authority that can 
take away one part of the executive power from the 
Bishops, may take away another, until they do 
away Episcopacy, and destroy the plan of our itin- 
erant General Superintendency entirely; and the 
same power and authority that can effect this, may 
effect whatever change they please, both in doctrine 
and discipline. The subject involves the most 
serious consequences. It does not turn so much 
on the uiilily or inuiUity of the change proposed as 
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on the consiiiutionaUty thereof, because on this point 
all our rights q& preachers and membera depend. 
With this view of the subject, your Superintendent 
could not submit his delegated powers to the Gen- 
eral Conference without being chargeable with a 
breach of trust ; nor can he conceive how they can 
legally deprive him of that power, without first at- 
tending to the steps pointed out in our constitution. 
He thinl^s it would be a precedent which would 
subject the government to perpetual changes, and 
thereby render the security for the rights and privi- 
leges of preachers and members very precarious and 
uncertain. Your Superintendent, therefore, informed 
the General Conference that, in his judgment, the 
resolutions were unconstitutional, and consequently 
did not feel himself at liberty to carry them into 
effect. He pointed out some of the consequences 
of infringing on constitutional rights; and to avoid 
such consequences, advised (if the change must 
take place) that it should be done according to the 
provision in the constitution ; or, as the last resort, 
he intimated an appeal to the Annual Conferences. 
This was a painftil task, especially as it was per- 
formed in a state of great bodily debiHty; and 
nothing but a deep sense of duty and obligation to 
maintain and preserve inviolate (as far as he could) 
that system of government which in trust was 
committed to him as General Superintendent of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and in which both 
pre^tchers and members are so deeply interested, 
could have induced him to venture the attempt. 
But as many of the preachers who voted in favor 
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of the above-mentioned resolutions at the last Gen- 
eral Conference/ saw they had exceeded the bonnds 
of the restrictions under which they acted, they 
suspended the operation of the resolutions for four 
years. Hence, your Superintendent is enabled to 
lay the subject before you clear of embarrassments, 
with which it otherwise must have been encum- 
bered. And, although your Superintendent, for 
reasons already assigned, could not submit or give 
up the powers he possessed, as General Superintend- 
ent of the Methodist Episcopal Church, to the dis- 
posal of your representatives, in the last General 
Conference assembled, he will most cheerfully resign 
them, whenever they are constitutionally author- 
ized to receive and dispose of them, in conformity 
to your instructions. From the preachers colleciioely 
both the General Conference and General Super- 
intendents derive their powers; and to the Annual 
Conferences, jointly, is reserved the power of recom- 
mending a change in our, constitution. To you, 
therefore, your Superintendent not only submits 
the case, but he would advise you to adopt such 
measures as you in your judgment may deem 
most prudent, by which to recognize the adop- 
tion of the change proposed in the resolutions, 
conformably to the provision in the sixth Arti- 
cle of the Constitution. ]^[ot that he believes 
the change would be an improvement of our 
system of government, or that it would fully an- 
swer the expectations of its advocates, but as an 
accommodating measure, on the utility of which 
men equally wise and good may, in some degree. 
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differ in opinion. Yonr Superintendent ie, there- 
fore, diBpoaed to submit his opinion for the harmony 
of the body, as far as is consistent with his duty and 
obligations to the Church. And, as a majority of 
more than two-thirds of the last General Con- 
ference, after having received assurances that it 
■would be satisfactory, and put the controverted sub- 
ject to rest, voted in favor of the resolutions, they 
tacitly say, ali things considered, the change is at 
least prudentiaily necessary. To this decision all 
due deference ia paid. Iq the opinion of your 
Superintendent, no sacrifice for peace and harmony, 
which can be made consistently with the constitu- 
tion and preservation of our general itinerant plan 
of preaching the gospel, is too great. "With your 
recommendation and instructions, your representa- 
tives in General Conference may act as they may 
judge most for the glory of God and the good of 
his Church. Thus introduced, the case would com- 
mend and establish the constitution, and form an 
effectual barrier against any future infringement of 
that bulwark of our rights and liberties. This ad- 
vice flows neither from the fear of frowns nor a 
desire of ease, honor, or profit. Let me be any 
thing or nothing in these respects, so the work of 
the Lord may prosper. The peace and prosperity 
of the Church of God are the objects of my pursuit. 
Tor these I have labored ; for these I pray ; and in 
this cause am willing to suffer. Could I contribute 
to this important end, live to see it permanently 
established, and then be permitted to rest in peace, 
my desire on earth would be accomplished. My 
VOL. I.— 20 
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work la almost done; the time of ray departure is 
fast approaching, when I shall resign the whole of 
my charge into the hands of the great Head of the 
Church, under whose authority I act as your ser- 
vant. William McKendrbe, 

The result of this appeal to the Annual Confer- 
ences we have already seen. Seven out of twelve 
of them declared the resolutions unconstitutional, 
but, for the attainment of peace, and in compliance 
with the wishes of the senior Bishop, gave their 
consent for their introduction, conformably with 
the constitution, at the next General Conference. 
These were the Southern and Western Conferences, 
which had always stood firmly opposed to all in- 
novations. It was a magnanimous surrender of 
preference for the sake of harmony; but it was a 
dangerous concession, and proved unavailing, al- 
though well intended. The other five Conferences 
refused to accept the change as a constitutional meas- 
ure, because they were unwilling to acknowledge the 
want of power in the General Conference to eifeet it. 
They laid the address upon the table, and there let 
it lie — virtually refused to act on it, and thus tacitly 
avowed their determination to carry the change 
into eftcct, independently of the constitutional 
scruples of the Bishops and other Conferences. 
Great exertions were made to effect this purpose. 
Many hard things were said and written against the 
senior Bishop — that "he would not submit to the 
authority of the General Conference," "that ho 
acted independently of the other Bishops," etc., etc. 
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Against such aecuaations he could not condescend 
to make a puhlie and formal defense of himsQlf. 
Hia uniform and faithful administration of tho laws 
and regulations of the General Conference, the ab- 
sence of all personal afid private motives to act con- 
tumaciously, and his life, now almost exhausted in 
the laborious and consistent discharge of the duties 
of his ministerial and Episcopal offices, were their 
satisfactory refutation. He enjoyed that which ia 
far preferable to applause or to success — the con- 
sciousness of deserving them. His owu heart and 
conscience bore evidence to his integrity, and he 
could with humble confidence appeal to his great 
Master in proof of the fact that not for himself, 
but for the sake of the Church, he had taken his 
course. To those acq^uainted with the peculiar sen- 
sitiveness of the Bishop, it would be needless to say 
that the temporary alienation of many old friends, 
and tho attacks upon his character and the govern- 
ment of the Church, which this controversy was 
the occasion of producing, were to him exceedingly 
painful. The most mortifying circumstance in this 
affair was, that his motives were impugned, and 
the Discipline denounced as "antirepublican," 
"popish," etc. And yet, while he could not, under 
any array of circumstances, succumb to what he 
regarded aa a palpable violation of the constitution 
which he had pledged his solemn vow to sustain, 
he did so far try to coneiliato the advocates of the 
measure as to seek and a Ivise its meoiporation into 
the laws of the Church ij on coniht dur al princi- 
ples. Under the circumstinces this may have been 
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best; and, aa it turned out, doubtless it was politic 
and praetieally harmless ; but, occupying the stand- 
point we do in .the history of the Church, we are 
compelled to confess our opinion that he owed it to 
his clear, strong conviction of the impolicy and 
highly injurious tendency of the change in the or- 
ganic laws of the Church, to have stood firmly and 
uncompromisingly against the whole of it, from 
first to last. And yet there were several considera- 
tions which palliate, if they do not fully justify, his 
course. The excitement growing out of the long- 
continued agitation of the question, and especially 
out of the position which the Bishop elect and him- 
self felt compelled to take, was very considerable, 
and threatened the peace of the Church. The 
Bishops themselves were divided upon it — the se- 
nior Bishop regarding the resolutions not only as 
impolitic, but revolutionary, if passed without tha 
concurrence of the Annual Conferences; one of his 
colleagues admitting their "infringement of the 
constitution," but willing to see them go into op- 
eration under existing circumstances; and the 
other, without an open avowal of his opinion as to 
their constitutional character, evidently favoring 
their adoption. To secure harmony in the Episco- 
pacy, maintain the authority of the constitution, 
and, by yielding his preference as to the mode of 
administering the polity of the Church, obtain a 
fresh indorsement of the constitution, and thus 
restore peace without the sacrifice of a vital princi- 
ple, were certainly his objects. Perhaps the con- 
sideration which least influenced him was, that in 
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proposing and recommending the change, he vindi- 
cated his office, a3 well as his own motives and 
character, from impatationa. These weighty rea- 
sons preponderated, and, as we have seen, the "com- 
promise measure" was proposed to the Annual 
Conferences. Fortunately for the Church, the ef- 
fort failed; but, by the manner and cause of its 
failure, the odium of its defeat did not attach to 
him, nor to those who agreed with him in senti- 
ment. He yielded every thing but principle for 
peace; but the advocates of the resolutions, while 
professing to have no wish for any thing move, re- 
fused to accept them, unless at what he regarded as 
the saeriflce of the constitution. And it is ever 
thus with innovations, both in Church and State. 
The intelligent and sincere who commence the 
work are soon pushed aside, or impelled forward to 
ends they did not contemplate at the beginning, by 
those leas scrupulous and more ambitious. Parties 
are formed, passions are excited, and the positions 
gained by concession become the grounds of farther 
demands. And hence the danger of beginning to 
innovate. 

One good effect, however, resulted from the agita- 
tion of this subject. The Church was aroused to 
the study of our system of government, and the 
great majority of her moat intelligent and sincere 
friends were brought to see and appreciate its nature 
and scriptural character. The spirit of innovation 
culminated, among the traveling preachers, at the 
General Conference of 1820. Its fate was sealed 
by the discussions and developments which grew 
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out of the action of this hody, and its strength 
was never afterward so great among the traveling 
ministry; for although, as we shall see hereafter, 
it continued for several years to agitate the Church, 
yet it had received its death-wound, and was slowly 
but surely dying. And if the question be asked, 
To whom is the Church moat indebted for her 
preservation from the evils which this change must 
have occasioned? we answer. To William McEen- 
dree and Joshua Sonle, 

As an illustration of some of the foregoing re- 
marks, and in historical connection with this at- 
tempt to modify the government of the Church by 
diminishing the power of the Episcopacy, we may 
here advert to a subject which constitutes a very 
important chapter in the history of American Meth- 
odism, and cannot he overlooked in. the Life of 
Bishop MeKendree. "We mean the question of 
Lay Representation. In almost every effort which 
had been made at innovation upon the polity and 
usages of Methodism, from the days of Mr. O'Kelly, 
rsore or less stress had been laid upon the propri- 
ety of introducing lay representatives into the An- 
nual and General Conferences. The leaders in all 
these movements, aware of the general and strong 
attachment of our countrymen to the principle of 
civil liberty, and to representation in the law- 
making department in our political institutions, as 
a means of preserving our rights, and, ignoring 
the radical difference between the powers and rights 
that belong to men as citizens of civil government 
and such ae pertain to them as members of an ec- 
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clesiastical organization, have always availed thom- 
eelvea of the po^vdur cry fov " equal ri^his." Like 
the ery of persecution, with which it has been often 
connected, it strikes a chord in the American bosom 
which, whether proceeding from demagogues o 
patriots, from oppressed innocence or canting hj 
pocrisy, rarely fails to excite sympathy. And so 
strong ia thia tendency, that even in Church-politica, 
a great many persons, instead of holding their pas- 
sions in abeyance until they calmly inquire whether 
the oppression complained of be real or only im- 
aginary, at once take the part of the disaffected 
against the discipline and usages of the Church. 
So it has ever been, and so perhaps it will always 
be; although the history of such agitators among 
us has proved the truth of the old saying, that 
"those who are loudest in their complaints against 
oppression are least disposed to submit to bo gov- 
erned, and most ready to be despotic, when they 
get the power." Doubtless the effort which tho itin- 
erant preachers wore mailing to transfer the se- 
lection of Presiding Elders from the Bishops to 
themselves, enlisted the sympathies of many of the 
local preachers 'and laymen of the Church in their 
behalf, and kindled afresh the almost extinguished 
spark of disaffection on thia question. Some of 
those among the ministry who favored the change 
were secretly in favor of a congregational instead of 
an itinerant system, and naturally sided with the 
policy to introduce laymen into all the Oonfereneea 
of the Church; while it is certain that many of the 
wisest and best of those who advocated the former 
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change opposed the latter. But, as a general rule, 
those itinerant preaehers opposed to the suspended 
resolutions were against lay representation, while 
those of them who favored the latter were also 
friendly to the former. 

Many local preachers and lay members, especially 
in the Baltimore and Philadelphia Conferences, be- 
came excited upon the subject of their rights and 
privileges. The spirit of innovation became epi- 
demic, and during the period from 1820 to 1824, 
and even to 1828, the Church was constantly ab- 
lated upon the subject of lay representation. A 
paper was established at Philadelphia, called the 
"Wesieyan Eepository," to which several popular 
preachers contributed largely, it soon became 
clamorous for reform, and with increased bitterness 
discussed the subject, until it seemed determined to 
change or destroy the government of the Church. 
Its radicahsm alarmed the fears of some who had 
espoused the cause of the suspended resolutions, 
and brought them to see that whatever speculative 
sentiments tend to a disruption of the Church 
ought to bo abandoned for the sake of the Church. 
The "Repository" was superseded by "The Mutual 
Bights," published in Baltimore. The contest 
which ensued was a most unfortunate and mis- 
chievous one, and was not quieted for many years 
— resulting, in 1827, in the secession of many min- 
isters and members, and the formation of "The 
Methodist Protestant Church." The South and 
West, having always been the friends of the 
Church as it is, and opposed to sudden and serious 
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changes in her economy, were less affected by thia 
agitation than the East and North, and conse- 
quently suffered in a much smaller degree. One 
benefit, however, resulting from this controversy 
was, that the evils of agitation became so palpable 
that those seeking the passage of the suspended 
resolutions lost the sympathy of the Church gener- 
ally — many regarding radicalism as the offihoot of 
the attempted innovation upon the power of the 
Episcopacy. And, although this connection was 
disclaimed by many of the pure-minded and ex- 
cellent men who originally advocated the election 
of Presiding Elders, and was opposed most sternly 
and ably by some of thom, yet, however unde- 
signed on the part of such, doubtless this oppo- 
sition to the .existing rules of the Church in 
reference to Presiding Elders did contribute to the 
excitement which resulted so disastrously. The 
moral taught hy this part of the history of the 
Church but repeats the lesson lately suggested— 
that to innovate upon a well-tried and efficient 
system of Church-government, in order to carry 
out speculative views or conform the polity of the 
Church to that of the State, is a dangerous experi- 
ment, since no one can foresee the end of such agi- 
tation,* 

* The General Coaference of thi, Methodist Epi'icoj al rhuroli 
South, in 1866, tendered to her hymen and locil preachera a 
representation in her Annual tnd Genenl C Dnfi.renL.ei without 
its having been demanded, and -when no other vespd question was 
connected with it. But in the case referred to above, this ques- 
tion was associated with others of a most serious character, ia- 
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The excitement growing out of this attempt of 
the "Eeformers" was an additional ingredient in 
Bishop MeKendree's cup of anxiety for the four 
years succeeding the General Conference of 1820. 
He, seems to have anticipated that the struggle 
among the preachers would lead to another, in 
which the laity would imitate them hy claiming 
their supposed rights also ; and we shall see that his 
opposition to this measure was such that he would 
enter into no "compromise." 

In resuming the examination of the Journal of 
Bishop MeKendree, we find that he remained in 
Baltimore, and at Dr. Wilkins's, near the city, for 
some time after the General Conference of 1820 
closed its session. He had heen excused from the 
regular official work, on account of his want of 
health, and advised to seek its restoration. He was 
therefore under obligation to take only such exer- 
cise as might conduce to this end. Having recov- 
ered a little strength, he very soon hegan to feel 
restless ; and, having been so fortunate as to obtain 
the Eev, Henry Smith as his traveling companion, 
they started from Dr. Wilkins'a on a tour of preach- 
ing and visiting the Churcl e The f Ho ' g a 
count is given of that toui f om Ee o le n of 
an Old Itinerant," by H. 8 n th j 26S 

Tolving the ef&cienoy, if not the very x n Bp apj nd 

itineranoj- To have yielded then m n n n ha e 

Becesaitated other and more dama n h qu e 

of the Chui-cli would not have he n d H w th h n^ 

will affect the Church in tlie Sou h mam ye u un ed 
problem. The writer hopca and helieyes it wiO work well. 
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""We visited Churches and families on our way 
to Frederick City — namely, Ward's, Eennett'e, 
Elliott's, and Gore's, and then A. Warficld's. In 
every place the Bishop was able to preach, to the 
edification of the Church, and left a blessing in 
every neighborhood and family. Thence wo went 
to Liberty, "Winstead's, Willis's, and Frederick; 
thence to Samuel Phillips's; thence to Thomas 
Key's. . . . The Bishop preached at Charlestown, 
Brucetown, Thomas Baldwin's, Winchester, Steph- 
enebnrg, Crum's Meeting-house, the White House, 
Shai-paburg, and in other places, besides delivering 
many exhortations in families and private compa- 
nies. In every place he was received as an angel 
of God, and his labors were greatly blessed to the 
people. He made use of the Shannondale and Sul- 
phur Springs' waters, and also those of the Balinda 
Springs, near Sharpsburg, and gained strength. 

"On our return to Baltimore, wo attended a 
camp-meeting on Frederick Circuit. The Bishop's 
preaching put me in mind of former days, when ho 
went forth in the vigor of his strength, and preached 
in the power and demonstration of the Spirit. Our 
visit to Virginia did not only improve the Bishop's 
health, but was attended with great good to others. 
We soon returned to Baltimore, and about the last 
of September left the city for the South. We 
moved on slowly, visiting the Churches in Wash- 
ington, Georgetown, Alexandria, Dumfries, Fred- 
ericksbui;g, and many neighborhoods on our way 
to Williamsburg. From thence we proceeded to 
Hampton, Norfolk, Portsmouth, SntFolk, Surn- 
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merton, Murfreeaboro, and through Tai'boro, to 
Newhera, JTorth Carolina; from thence to "Wii- 
mington and Georgetown, and so on, to Charleston, 
South Carolina, preaching in many country places, 
as well as in cities and towns. 

"We entered Charleston a few days before 
Christmas, and had summer's heat. The gardens 
and every thing looked 'gay and green' — green 
peas in full bloom and fine lettuce in abundance. 
But before we left there, (about the 1st of January, 
1821,) we had heavy frost, and on our way to Co- 
lumbia, where the South Carolina Conference was 
to meet, we had snow, rain, sleet, and ice an inch 
thick. It was disagreeably cold, and great were 
tlie sufierings of the people, white as well as col- 
ored. The houses were generally open, and the 
people thinly clad and not prepai'od for such a 
change. Some of the oldest people said they had 
never seen such a winter. There is something very 
disagreeable in a southern winter's air. 

"In Columbia, South Carolina, we met the Con- 
ference. Bishop George presided, and a body of 
more holy, loving, and zealous ministers of Jesua 
Christ I never saw. I never saw more strictness 
observed in the examination of characters in any 
Conference. Plain, humble, cross-bearing men are 
its members, as ready to wait on themselves as any 
other Methodist preachers, and remarkably kind 
and friendly to servants." 

From Columbia, South Carolina, the. Bishop, 
with Brother Smith still as his traveling companion, 
came back to the Virginia Conference, which was 



,1 Google 



BISHOP m'kendreb. 469 

held at Raleigh, North Carolina, on the 28th of Feb- 
ruary, 1821. Here, leaving the Bishop in the caro 
of Lewis Skidmore, Smith returned to Baltimore, 
remarking (p. 271} upon this tour: "Perhaps in no 
part of my life did I eerve the Church more faith- 
fully and usefully than while I was helping along 
our aged and afflicted Superintendent." 

The following letter from the Bishop to the Ecv. 
Joshua Soule, is dated Raleigh, North Carolina, 
February 27, 1821: 

My Dear Buothbr; — My health, in some good 
degree, has improved, and I begin to apprehend 
that not much more improvement is to be ex- 
pected ; and yet such is my remaining debility that I 
am utterly unable to do the duties of an effective man. 

Such is the state of the roads in this country, 
with the shortness of the time between this Con- 
ference and that of Baltimore, that it will be im- 
possible for me to get there in time. Indeed, 
Bishop George thinks he cannot accomplish the 
journey in time. Therefore, at the earnest solicita- 
tion of Bishop George, I have given up Brother 
Smith to go on with his horse, that the Bishop may 
follow on in the stage after Conference. Perhaps 
we might have found some other way; but the ex- 
periment has convinced me that the benefit which 
the Church would derive from my services, will not 
justify me. in making such a sacrifice of my re- 
maining strength. Hence I have relinquished the 
idea of pursuing the Conferences any farther for 
the present. 

21 
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You have too much sensibility to suppose that 
this couclusion has been arrived at without some 
feehng on my part. This is increased by the obli- 
gation I brought myself under to attend the Ken- 
York Conference — if the Lord permit. I have pur- 
sued this intention as long as I could see my way 
clear, and now give it up reluctantly, though with 
a clear conscience. 

From these considerations, I have determined 
more fully to adopt the advice of the General Con- 
ference, as also that of my physicians and friendly 
counselors, in respect to my course of conduct in 
order to convalescence. 

I believe the Lord called me to the ministry; but 
I was called to the Superintendeacy by the General 
Conference; and by the same authority I am re- 
leased from the duty and responsibility of that 
station. ConaecLuently, I feel pretty much at rest 
while I contemplate what lies before me in my ex- 
pected course. 

The course I took at the last General Conference 
respecting the suspended resolutions — to lay the 
subject before the Annual Conferences — must be 
carried out. I intend to pursue the same course 
taken by Bishop Asbnry and myself when the con- 
stitutionality of appointing the Genesee Conference 
was called in question. I expect to begin at the 
next Ohio Conference, and so go through the Con- 
ferences, I design to lay the subject so hgfore them 
as to set them completely at liberty, so far as re- 
spects me, as to authorize the adoption, and thus 
put an end to strife, if (his will do it, and thereby 
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give additional strength to the constitntion, which 
will guard us against infringements for the future. 
However, I do not regard the proposed change to 
be, in reality, any iniprovement of our system; and 
I very much doubt if it will operate for the better 
any length of time. But it is alleged that civil 
usages are against us, and perhaps it is the best 
we ean bear; and if admitted eo as to prevent 
future injuries, I think the system of government 
may still be carried into effect— at least so long as 
we work harmoniously together. And without this 
the most perfect system eould not save us. The 
Lord's system of government did not continue to 
please the Israelites, and "he gave them statutes 
that wore not good." 

I have but few confidential associates, nor do I 
seek more; consequently, I have to stand too much 
alone in the midst of such momentous affairs. This 
made the contemplated interview with yourself so 
much the more important to me. But I leani 
patiently to submit to disappointments. I desire, 
dear brother, to hear from you. Please write freely 
and sentimentally. 

I observed, in a letter to Brother Mason, that I 
consented to your contimfing in New York, intend- 
ing you should understand it before I eould write 
to you. 

.My respects to Brother Phcebus and 'inquiring 
friends. Present my respects to Sister Soule, and 
remember me at the throne of grace. 

Tour brother, "W". McKbndebk. 

To Joshua Sodle. 
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The Bishop received the following letter from 
Joshua Soule, in Baltimore, who, after the General 
Conference of 1820, having declined the Agency of 
the Book Goncern, was stationed in the city of ij"ew 
York: 

New York, Sept. 1, 1820. 

Dear Bishop : — ^Your letter of the 14th ult. came 
to mo while at the camp-meeting on Long Island, 
and I am unable to express the satisfaction it gave 
me, especially when I learned that, by the blessing 
of a gracious Providence, your health, which was 
80 precarious when I left you, was improving, with 
a prospect of its being confirmed. 

It is impossible for me to describe the sensations 
of my miod during the recent session of the Gen- 
eral Conference, when I saw your feeble state, your 
emaciated frame, your strength prostrated, and 
your debilitated condition, like a reed shaken by 
the wind. I feared, not for you, but for the Church 
of God committed to your charge. I strove in vain 
to free myself from the painful appreheusion that, 
in all human probability, your superintendence of 
the great work was near its close at the very time 
that the state of the Churehi both in the ministry 
and membership, was such aa to require the con- 
tinuance of your oversight. My chief source of 
consolation, during this conflict, was a firm per- 
suasion of the wisdom and rectitude of the divine 
counsels, and of the unerring superintendence of 
the providence of God. To the events of this prov- 
idence, however dark and unscrutable to the com- 
prehension of limited agency, I desire to bow with 
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humble submission, and walk by faith when sight 
is not permitted to guide me. But aa it has been 
a matter of prayer with me that the great Head of 
the Church would raise you up and preserve yon aa 
a light and shield to our Zion, so shall the answer 
of it be a subject of thanksgiving and praise. 

"With reference to my conduct at the last General 
Conference, although it was not dictated by passion, 
but was the result of the most calm and deliberate 
reflection of which I was capable, under the cir- 
cumstances, the time which has elapsed since that 
memorable period has afforded me the opportunity 
of reviewing that whole matter with sober deliber- 
ation; and after the most careful, and, I trust, the 
moat impartial investigation, I feel a satisfaction in 
my own mind in recurring to the measures I then 
pursued, for the absence of which no earthly emol- 
ument could be a consideration. 

I firmly believed at tho time, and have perceived 
no evidence to change my opinion, that the resolu- 
tion of the General Conference, by which the Pre- 
siding Elders were made elective by the Annual 
Conferences, was a violation of the constitution, 
and a radical change of the government of the 
Church. "With this conviction I might have gone 
silently, and perhaps without opposition, to the 
altar of consecration. But how should I have stood 
in the judgment of roy own mind ? or how should 
I be able to answer for this silence to that great 
religious body to which the voice of the Conference 
had placed me in the most responsible relation? I 
think, considering: the nature, continuance, and ex- 
' 21* ^ 



,1 Google 



474 LIFE AND TIMES OP 

tent of the controversy, he must have been a supeiv 
ficiai observer of human nature who should sap- 
pose that the subject vrould rest simply on the pro- 
visions of that resolution. It was sufficient for the 
time being that the principle was ceded, and the 
foundation laid for the perfecting of the contem- 
plated building. The best defense which could be 
made at any future period would be weak and in- 
effectual after such an obvious relinquishment of 
the grand principle upon which our ecclesiastical 
polity rests. Under this view of the subject, had I 
entered upon the duties of a General Superintend- 
ent with submission, I should have felt myself 
bound to give a reason for my conduct to hundreds 
of thousands who are already in the fellowship of 
the Church, and who have subscribed to our form 
of Episcopacy. This was a responsibility which I 
was conscious I could not sustain. Since the Gen- 
eral Conference I have frequently thought that, 
under the extraordinary circumstances in which I 
was placed, I may have spoken or acted with ap- 
parent disrespect to you or Bishops George and 
Roberts, or to the Conference. Should you or they 
have marked any thing of this kind, I deeply regret 
it, and can give assurance that no irreverence was 
designed. And, under the necessity of differing in 
opinion, I wished to express that difference in as 
respectful language as I could, consistently with 
that frankness which I have ever valued as one of 
the brightest ornaments of the human character. 

I had reason to expect that, on my return to this 
section of the work, my situation would not bo very 
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But the most profound silence haa pre- 
vailed with reapect to the husinesa of the Confer- 
ence; and I am treated with much greater apparent 
"respect than before. 

As I was not able to control my temporal circum- 
stances without a sacrifice which I was unable to 
bear, and, at the same time, receiving a letter from 
Brother lioszel, in which he expresaed an opinion 
that, all things considered, it might be as well for 
me to remain here for the present year, I received 
an appointment in the city. At the same time I re- 
ceived instructions from Bishop George to remove 
to the Baltimore Conference at its next session. 

This is my inclination and desire. But I wish it 
to be explicitly understood that I hold myself in 
perfect readiness to move to any fart of the work 
where it shall be judged most expedient. I have 
reaigned all ideas of a local nature- House and 
home affect me no more ; and I have cause to praise 
God that, after a long and painful struggle, my dear 
companion is fully with me in this view. I owe no 
man any thing, and though poor, I have enough. 
I covet no man's silver, or gold, or apparel ; but 
prove, by happy experience, that "godliness with 
contentment is great gain." 

You will doubtless see Bishop George in Balti- 
more or its vicinity, and receive from him a narra- 
tive of the diaaetroua events which have transpired 
in this station — suffice it to say that several hun- 
dreds have separated themselves from the fellow- 
ship of our Church, established an independent 
congregation, and embodied under a system of gov- 
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ernment which secures a perfect equality of righta 
and powers to every meraher, male and female — 
properly speating, an ecclesiastical democracy, in 
the most extensive sense of the word.* 

The poor deluded Africans, both in the city and 
in Brooklyn, have declared themselves independent 
of u8, aud are, it is to be feared, approaching a state 
of the wildest disorder and of ruin. Deeply in- 
volved in debt, and without the means of extricat- 
ing themselves, their churches mortgaged for secur- 
ity, and the periods of payment approaching, their 
situation is truly lamentable. While they were 
subject to us, there was a disposition in the public 
mind to aid them; but convinced that they are iii- 
■capable of governing themselves, and consequently 
that assistance would be thrown away were it given 
in their present state, that disposition has subsided. 

Various have been the ostensible causes which 
have led to these unhappy effects. But there is a 
real cause which is unpereeived, or if perceived, is 
unacknowledged. I think, soon after my appoint- 
ment to the charge of the Book Concern, I com- 
municated to you my persuasion that serious and 
very unpleasant events awaited us in this city. 
Whether the grounds on which this persuasion 
rested were assigned, I do not recollect. I was then 
the silent and unofG,cious observer of men and 
measures, and I clearly saw that the seed was sown, 



*This 13 doulitless aa allusion to tlio geccssion of a preaoiier 
— James M. Stillwell — and atout three hundred meiuhers of tlie 
Church in the city of New York. 
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and had taken such deep root, aa to warrant the ex- 
pectation of a copious harvest. 
. I frequently heard the ery of "-Popenj," "Ec- 
desiaslical iyranny," " Unlimited power," " Oppres- 
sion," etc., irom those who had promised to "act as 
sons in the gospel," and with some of those who 
had sounded the alarm there was too strong an ap- 
pearance of the existence of what they would be 
thought so much to oppose. To this cry there was 
a responsive action in the official department of the 
Charch; and so powerful was the sentiment of 
'^equality" and "independence," that it was extremely 
difficult, not to say impossible, for the proper officer 
to keep the official body, when met for business, 
subject to the common rules of order. Through 
the official members this strange fire was kindled in 
the classes. The consequence was, that the min- 
istry was not only ti-eated with disrespect, but with 
contempt. To be charged unblushingly with deceit, 
hypocrisy, and falsehood, became the orJer of the 
day. At length it comes to issue on a plain and 
unequivocal point of discipline. The question is, 
Shall it be carried into effect? A number of the 
influential official characters say it shall not. The 
preacher in charge says it shall at all hazards. It 
is a point which admits of no modification; and 
the official men in opposition immediately resign 
their office and withdraw from the Church, The 
explosion is tremendous — many leaders follow the 
example, and carry their classes with them. 

Admitting this to be the true state of the ease, 
you will perceive how difficult it is either to pre- 
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vent or cure the evil. The fatal source of it is deep 
and vMe. Happy would I be if I could believe it 
would stop in this city, but the deadly principle is. 
too extensively diffused. You will also perceive 
how critically I am situated, entertaining these 
views of the origin and progress of this schism. 
Pray for me, that I may be guided by that "wisdom 
■which is from above." how ardently I could 
wish that you could visit us and aid us by your 
counsel and your influence ! 

With reference to the acta of the General Con- 
ference in relation to local preachers, my situation, 
at the time of the passage of the rule, was such 
as to prevent rae from analyzing it in that way its 
importance required. I have since given it a careful 
investigation, the result of which is, that it is at- 
tended with several serious difficulties, which I must 
make the subject of another communication. But 
I need not suggest Uy you how important it is that 
the ■ greatest prudence ho observed in all com- 
munications on this subject. "We have reached an 
eventful epoch in our history. May the great Head 
of the Church preserve us in the unity of the 
apostolic faith, and in the harmony and simplicity 
of the gospel order of discipline ! 

Yours, most affectionately, 

Joshua Soulb. 

A few days after the foregoing letter was written, 
the following communication was dispatched. As 
it explains its object, and illustrates the character 
of the Bishop by the influence which it was thought 
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he only could exert over tlie disaffected portion of 
the Methodists in New York, we insert it : 

New York, Sept. 7, 1820. 

Dear Bishop: — At a meeting of the stationed 
preachers in this city, together with the Presiding 
Elder of the Distdct, yesterday, I was requested to 
write to you immediately, requesting you, if pos- 
sible, to visit this station without delay. It is be- 
lieved by the preachers that your presence and 
counsel at this crisis of affairs here might be of es- 
sential benefit to the Church. The principal actors 
in the late separation, while they appear to have 
lost all oonfidenee in the men placed in charge, 
manifest the most implicit confidence in you ; and 
some of them have expressed a desire for you to 
come, and have inquired after you with apparent 
solicitude, saying if you had been here, things 
would have been otherwise. 

Por myself, I have no expectation that your in- 
fluence would bring back to the Church any con- 
siderable number of those who have departed from 
us ; yet I am fully persuaded that a visit from you 
might he of great use under the present circum- 
stances. The grounds of this persuasion are of 
such a character as to render it difficult to com- 
municate by letter. Let nothing of a pecuniary 
kind prevent j'ou from visiting us, I pledge myself 
for the reimbursement of your expenses, I would 
have been in Baltimore to present the case to you, 
and attend you to this place, but for the imperious 
call for my services in this city. 



,1 Google 



4sU LIFE AHD TIMSS OP 

You will pleaae to give me an answer im- 
mediately on receiving this ; and, if it is possible 
for you to visit us, let me know the probable time 
when we may expect your arrival; otherwise, let 
me know where I may meet you by mail from this 
time until the South Carolina Conference. 
Yours, with esteem and respect, 

Joshua Soulb. 

We cannot deny ourselves and our readers the 
gratification of inserting the following very iuterest- 
ing letter. The writer was then tho stationed 
preacher in the city of Savannah, which was visited, 
by that most fearful pestilence, the yellow fever. 
Multitudes had died, and thousands had fled the 
city; but our beloved brother had braved the dan- 
ger, and, with Ma family, stayed in his charge, and 
faithfully and alone ministered to the religious 
wants of the stricken city. In this season of peril 
and affliction, the Bishop had assured him by letter 
of his sympathy, and encouraged him to duty by 
promising to remember him in prayer. Those who 
may have been similarly situated can appreciate the 
feelings of the writer— a man who never deserted 
the post of danger, and whose triumphant death in 
the midst of arduous duty has afforded a suitable 
jinale to such a life: 

Savannah, October 31, 1820, 

Vbey Dear and Reverend Sir : — Yonr most kind 
letter was as dew to the parched grass. Brother 
Hall, of Iforfolk, had before given me the long- 
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wiehed-for intelligence of your better health, and 
intimated its being probable that you would attend 
our Conference. That you had purposed to do so, 
I was not uninformed, but I greatly feared your 
want of health. 

I do most heartily join you, my dear father, in 
blessing and praising God for all his mercies to you 
and the Church; and suMy, you have my humble 
prayers that you may more and more prevail against 
all evil, and live to the edification and comfort of 
the Church. 

■ I cannot tell you with how lively a feeling of love 
and thankfulness I read the expression of your good 
wishes for me — how sincerely I thank you for pray- 
ing for me. "Well, it is even as you desired. The 
dreary, heartless scenes of woe upon woe, disease, 
and death, and desolation, are passing or passed 
away, and I still live. My wife still lives, my chil- 
dren and my servants — all are alive, and in health. 
We have had no death nor sickness in our family 
through all this sickening, dying time. Blessed be 
the Lord God, who hath kept us for his word's sake, 
and that none may be discouraged when sent to 
serve the Church in this valley of the shadow of 
death ! 

I am unable to give you any thing like an account 
of the state of the Church in this place. For nearly 
two months we have had (strictly) no Church — no 
sacrament, no love-feast, no class-meeting. Our 
people have been scattered abroad, wherever they 
could find a retreat from the desolating sickliness 
of the city. I might almost say, I was left alone. 
VOL. I.— 22 
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But hope antieipatea a brighter day at hand. that 
God may return with the people, and fill us with 
salvation ! 

I Baid we have had no Church — no class-meetings. 
We have had nothing that is peculiarly oure; and 
perhaps my situation, for the last six or seven 
weeks, has been as novel as it has been difficult and 
delicate. 

"When the character and prevalence of our death- 
bearing disease had bo alarmed the city as to drive 
six-sevenths of its entire white population from their 
homes, our people fled with the rest; and I had not 
remaining steward, nor leader, nor as many mem- 
bers as would form a class. Our Church was situ- 
ated in the most fatal and the most deserted part 
of the city, and remote from the remaining inhab- 
itants generally. I was solicited to remove preach- 
ing to the new Presbyterian Church, which waa 
recommended from its being in a central and more 
healthful part of the city. And this was farther 
urged because the remnants of the Baptist and Pres- 
byterian congregations, as well as the few remaining 
ones of my own, wore all looking to me for the 
services of the ministry. It was also proposed that 
the pews should be made free, and that collections 
should be made upon the same plan and for the 
same uses as in the Methodist Church. TJnder these 
circumstances, and for the present distress only, I con- 
sented. As far as I can yet judge, the measure has 
had a good effect. On next Sabbath, I return to 
our Church. 

I hope the state of religion in our Conference 
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generally ia better than the last year. Accounts are 
good from the upper parts of this State. Columbia 
lives, and Camden is all alive. Poor Savannah! 
"We trust in the Lord that we shall be saved from 
dying. Charleston is as formerly: little increase, 
but no declension of the Church. A local preacher, 
by the name of Triggs, has been laboring on the 
south of the Altamaha River, just above the Satilla 
Circuit. He tells me that he has formed a two- 
weeks' circuit, and has joined fifty in Society. They 
wish a circuit-preacher. Triggs has boon employed 
in this good work constantly since the month of 
May. He represents the people aa being very des- 
titute, and the face of the country aa being better 
than within the Satilla Circuit. 

AVith the eincerest reverence and affection, your 
dutiful son, W. Capers. 

P. S, Please give my love to the brethren, Hall 
and Smith, "ff. c. 

It was about this period that the attention of the 
Bishop was turned with great interest to the condi- 
tion of the Indian tribes within the United States. 
But the newly-organized Missionary Society was 
not able to supply the funds necessary to carry for- 
ward hie plan. He aroused the preachers to the 
importance of the enterprise, planned and advocated 
the system of general and systematic contributions 
for missionary operations, and may be justly re- 
garded aa the father of the missionary financial plan 
which has already dono so much, and promises to 
do vastly more for the conversion of the children 
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of the forest, aawell as for other fields of misBionary 
eflbrt. It was during the early part of the year 1822, 
that he resolved to send a niiasionary to the Chero- 
kee Indians, and the writer, at the Bishop's request, 
had consented to undertake the task. But the state 
of his health ahd the remonstrances of his charge, 
which wtis likely to be left destitute of a preacher 
the remainder of the year, induced the Bishop to 
decline sending him. ifot long afterward, however, 
in 1823, he found others whom ho appointed to that 
Nation, and whoso success was wonderful. 

Having resolved upon attempting to Christianize 
the Indians, Dr. Capers was selected and appointed 
missionary to South Carolina Conference and to the 
Indians in 1821, with instructions to visit the Choc- 
taws should the Creeks refuse to receive missionaries. 

Of course this devoted servant of the Church did 
not hesitate to enter promptly upon the duty as- 
signed him. Brought up in affluence, accustomed to 
the refinements of a city life, and highly cultivated 
in mind and manners, he had cast his lot with the 
Methodists at a period in the history of the Church 
in South Carolina when it gi'eatly needed his per- 
. Bonal and family influence. His position in society, 
his learning, talents, and zeal, were fully and most 
efficiently devoted to the cause of Methodism. A 
train of unfortunate events had transpired ia 
Charleston tending to divide the Church and do- 
grade her ministry in popular estimation. The 
wealthy and intelligent portion of the community 
looked down upon the Methodist preachers with 
mingled feelings of suspicion and contempt. It 
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[ for Dr. Capers to correct thie state of 
public sentiment, and by his purity, zeal, and elo- 
quence to elevate both the character of the Church 
and the niiniati'y. Born near Charleston, in 1790, 
of a family respected and honored by the whole 
coramuaity; a graduate of the State College, and 
of unquestionable personal integrity, God seems to 
have raised him up for the defense and propagation 
of Methodism in that proud and chivalrous section 
of the country. In addition to all his other advan- 
tages, he happily blended the most bland and pre- 
possessing manners with a simple Christian gravity 
and unstudied dignity; and, superadded to all, the 
attractions of extraordinary eloquence. That elo- 
quence was not the timid and superficial counterfeit 
which too often passes for the genuine, but com- 
bined all the elements of true evangelical eloquence. 
It was instructive, persuasive, pungent, powerful; 
full of argument and illustration, earnest, searching, 
and replete with the demonstration of the Holy 
Ghost and with power. It was impossible to form 
his acquaintance without being struck with his 
manners, or to hear him without feeling an attrac- 
tion. The Church loved him as much for his hu- 
mility and unselfishness as she admired his talents 
and success ; and thousands of ears which heretofore 
had been closed by pride or prejudice to Methodist 
preaching, listened with rapture and reverence to 
the sweet and persuasive tones of his musical 
voice. 

The following interesting communication was ad- 
i by Dr. Capers to Bishop McKendree; 
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Lodetiar, Aug. 14, 1821. 
Bbverend and Dear Sir : — Juat a week ago I re- 
turned from an excursion into Georgia, in -whieli I 
visited Augusta, Wrightaboro, Greeneboro, Salem, 
Athens, Lexington, Elberton, and "Washington, 
besides Camden, Columbia, and Edgefield Court- 
house, in this State. 

On this tour I was occupied forty days, and ob- 
tained $600 for the mission. The whole amount 
now collected stands at about $2,800. 

To-morrow I set out tor the Creeks. As far aa at 
present 1 can bo determined, this visit will be eon- 
fined to the Creeks, and is intended to ascertain 
whether they will receive us or not; and if they re- 
ceive us, to select and secure a site, and engage for 
occupying it without delay. This done, I purpose 
to return to them with a missionary — perhaps 
Brother Hill; or, if they will not admit us among 
them, he will accompany me to the Choetaws. 
"Whether, in the event of a favorable reception 
among the Creeks, I ought to seek more than one 
infant mission among them, or whether, having 
planted one grain of seed in that field, I should go 
on to the Choetaws, remains yet to ho determined. 
In either case, I must prefer the gospel's own way 
of disseminating itself Two men, or a half-dozea 
men, or men with their wives, or a helper each — 
not huddled together at the outset, but placed at 
diflerent points — may grow into so many enlarged 
missions, with branches detached through the in- 
termediate country so as to cover the whole. 

I now purpose to go directly to the Agent for the 
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Creek Nation, (Col. Crowell,) and having delivered 
a letter from the Secretary of "War, (Mr. J. 0. Cal- 
houn,) will concert with the Agent and such other 
persona as I may approve the beat introduction to 
the Indians. At Milledgeville I hope to meet with 
Col. Richard A. Blount, and will prohably obtain 
an interview with Gen. Mitchell, lately the Agent. 

I have not been unmindfnl that, with the Creek 
Indians especially, it is of importance to distinguish 
between the charity of the Church and the policy 
of the government. In this work, both seek the 
same object; but the Indians may be less suspicious 
of the one than the other. 

"While in Georgia, I waa careful to be informed 
who, of the more distinguished citizens of that 
State not immediately connected with the govern- 
ment, are known to advantage among the Indians, 
and sought the countenance of such for our mis- 
sion. I now have a letter from Gen. Mcintosh to 
the Indian chief of that name, and, when at Mil- 
ledgeville, expect to receive letters from Gen. 
Mitchell and Gen. Merriwether. Perhaps there 
are none of oiir countrymen who can better serve 
us than these gentlemen. 

Is it not a pity that I have not a letter from the 
Bishop or the Bishops and Conference to the chiefs 
and council of the Nation, setting forth our objects, 
and the motives that induce ua to it, and soliciting 
them to talk with me as their brother and the agent 
of the Church? I am not sanguine of success 
among this tribe, hut in case of a failure, I would 
not have i% chargeable to any omission on our part. 
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But I am sorry to say, I make poor work in on- 
listing missionaries. Brother Christian G. Hill is 
the only preacher upon whom I can depend, 
willing to enter upon the holy, blessed service. If 
I go to the Ohoctaws, I must make large calcula- 
tions on Brother Hersey. Indeed, as moderate aa 
have been my collections, I fear the want of men, 
more than of money, will give limits to our work. 

You shall hear from mo as soon as any thing 
shall have transpired between ns and the Creeks. 
I know you always pray for the blessing and direc- 
tion of God in this great business. I have no con- 
fidence but in his providence. Aa for myself, I feel 
eveiy way assured of an unfitness, not to say inade- 
quacy, to its accomplishment. I feel much, I fear 
much; and I should set out despairing, but that I 
hope for help from the Almighty, and succor from his 
Spirit. Tour son in the gospel, "W". Capers, 

Dr. Capers succeeded in procuring two sites for 
missions in tho Creek Ifation — Asbury and McKen- 
dree — to which preachers wore regularly appointed 
at the ensuing Conference. In a year or two, how- 
ever, the name of McKendree was dropped from 
the Minutes, although Asbury Mission continued 
to be filled with missionaries until the Indians de- 
termined to emigrate to the "West. ]>r. Capers was 
also the Superintendent of this work for three 
years, although filling the station of MilledgevUle 
a part of the time. 

"We have now arrived at an important era in the 
history of Methodism, as well as in the life of 
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Bishop MeKendree— the era whicTi dates the be- 
gmning of a more systematic and vigorous effort to 
extend the blessings of the gospel, by missionary 
operations, to the Indians, and to the colored peo- 
ple both in America and Africa — enterprises with 
which Bishop MoKendree deeply sympathized, and 
to which, by his wise and far-seeing counsels, as 
well as by his official and personal influence, he 
greatly contributed. 

Among the appointees to tlio Cherokee Missions, 
at difierent times, were Andrew Jactaon Crawford, 
William McMahon, Francis A. Owon, Dickson 
0, MeLcod, John S. McFerrin and his brother 
"William, A. L. P. Green, J. W. Ilanner, Green- 
berry Garrett, James J. Trott, and others. Various 
schools and circuits were organized. Hevivals oc- 
curred in different places, and an increase of over 
six hundred members was reported in a single year. 
The Tennessee Conference famished the missiona- 
ries to this tribe. 

Similar scenes took place in the Choctaw Mis- 
sions, and Alexander Talley, of the Mississippi 
Conference, published an account of a most glori- 
ous work of grace in that I^ation. H"or were these 
revivals temporary in their effects upon these abo- 
riginal tribes ; for long subsequent to their removal 
across the Mississippi River, and down to the pres- 
ent time, these large tribes have retained their 
Christian character and Chnrch-organization. The 
writer has repeatedly visited the Wyandotte, Dela- 
wares, Shawnees, Chickasaws,Kickapoos,Cherokees, 
Choctaws, and Creeks, held Conferences for them, 
21* 
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